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Washington, March 12. 

*~ Anti-everything and paid reformer 
- -eontingents are getting panicky. 
- Actually looks like a riot ahead. As 


-. "Canon Chase put it at his $3.50 gate 
= party last November, “Herbert Hoo- 
ve pyer.gives us the greatest chance 
) we've ‘had in ten years,” and the 







Ae ise does not seem to be ma- 

© ferializing. The new President has 
~ ‘Rot run to the form the reformers 

sri, t he would, in the picking of 

, des in the big jobs. 

ote as his appointments to date he 


Ani “Shas turned his back on the politic- 
¥. ally inclined parsons that did the 

= -bush beating down South for votes 
» “during the campaign. ~ 

. °° The squawk is already beginning 

© 'to be heard even though there are 





“man, . They did win out in getting 
Col, William J. Donovan out of the 
“Attorney General berth, but to bal- 
ance this Mr, Hoover appoints a 
-founder of the Association Against 
the Prohibition Amendment. 

‘If the Canon Chases and the 
4) sothers ‘do pull a lesser plum it is 

‘mot going to satisfy the reformer 
workers. This is clearly evidenced 

- by the quitting of Col. Horace A. 

Mann who was credited with having 

a! been the guiding head of the po- 

litical parsons in the South. 

Col. Mann has been at the White 
House many times. He is known 
to have put up a strong fight to 
have his helpers taken care of. 
When they were not he walked out 

(Continued on page 59) 


E- tatill plenty of jobs to be handed 
> out. 

aid Antis Blocked Donovan 

= . Hoover's cabinet looks okay. It 
Tt’ .Was there that the reformer con- 
* -tingent hoped to place the “right” 








Snake Oil Spieler’s 
Refuge for Outcasts 


Chicago, March 12. 
Buftalo Cody, cousin of Buffalo 
Bili, is “pastor” of a Harrison street 
mission house for down and outs. 
Cody is a disciple of Rev. Benja- 
®min Mickle who runs 2 similar place 
on Lake street. When the Harrison 
_Street spot, then a cafe, was pad- 
locked for liquor violations, Rev. 
Mickle secured it rent free and 
turned it over to Cody. 
The long-haired Cody previously 
Was one-nighting with snake oil. 








Chain Books College 
Musical; 7 One-Nighters 


>| Chicago, March 12. 

“Brazil Nuts,” University of Illi- 
. Rois’ Pierrot Club all male musical, 
has been booked for seven one night 
Stands by Great States for a total 
of $6,000. This follows a regular 
Presentation at the university. 

Great States gave the youngsters 

& one night test with their last year 
Production and regarded it favor- 
ably. Route includes Decatur, Jol- 
+» Galesburg, Aurora, Bloomington, 
Quincy and Peoria. 








Cantor’s $5,000 


Eddie Cantor demanded and 
received $5,000 from the Lucky 
Strike people for his published 
endorsement of that cigaret. 
It’s the highest price to 
date by any cigaret manufac- 
turer. Next top was the $2,500 
paid to Al Jolson. 

Many of the stars of both 
sexes, who gave their names as 
endorsers for the bull of the 
national publicity are grieving. | 


: 
Direct NBC-RKO Air 
Tieup at the Palace 


The first of a series of direct tie- 
ups between the National Broad- 
casting Co. artists and RKO starts 
at the. RKO Palace, New York, 
shortly after Easter when “A: Night 
at the }jBC” becomes a feature act. 
This will comprise Phillips Carlin, 
the announcer, who will.m.c., Gladys 
Rice, Billy Jones and Ernest Hare, 
to be billed as the Inter-Woven 
Pair (formerly the Happiness Boys) 
and a name radio band yet to be 
selected, 

The act will be a broadcasting 
studio counterpart with all the au- 
thentic trimmings and may actually 
be broadcast on a several special 
days direct from the stage. 

The success of Rudy Vallee’s 
band, strictly a radio product, for 
personal appearances, prompted this 
experimental innovation to test the 
same stunt with a succession of 
radio-famed artists. 

Keith agents have been advised 
by the booking office that Keith's 
expects first call on radio and club 
services of all acts playing in 
Keith's vaude, and restrained by con- 
tract from radio, club and film work 
outside the RKO subsidiaries. 

Clause in the Keith artists’ con- 
tract bans all forms of outside en- 
gagements, including the above 
three. 

However, as the radio broadcasts 
for Keith’s (RKO) by vaude acts is 
without financial compensation, acts 
have a chance at extra income 
through ether work elsewhere. 
Keith’s does not object to alien 
radio work by acts not needed for 
radio by Keith's, but the circuit de- 
mands first call and final say. 




















GLASS BALCONY 
London, Ont., March 12. 


Crying infants will no longer be 
a nuisance to local theatre audi- 
ences. Both babe and mother may 
now view the performances and no 
one will hear the squawk if the tot 
goes critic and audibly protests. 

New Palace theatre has sound 
proofed the east section of its bal- 
cony in glass with comfortable 
chairs for the elders and such off- 
spring as they want to share the 
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HAT SOUND HAS DONE | 





LIST OF GHANGES 
IN EIGHT MONTHS 


$24,000,000 Spent So Far in 
Revising Studios and 
$3,000,000 to Go on Ex- 
periments—Opinions Dif- 
fer Over Sound Costs— 
90 Systems at Present— 
Negative Film Stock 
Increase—Sets Reduced 
One-Third—Figures Show 
Public Will Attend Bad 
Talkies, but Not Just 
Sound Films 


—_——— 


ACOUSTICS BIG PROBLEM 





Los Angeles, March 12. 


During the past eight months the 
picture industry has spent around 
$24,000,000 in shaping up studios 
for the making of sound product 
and $3,000,000, or more will be laid 
on the line for experimentation 
this year. This is the financial side- 
light on the sound revolution with- 
in the picture making business. 

Producers, in some _ instances, 
have gone ahead blindly. Others 
have been more discreet in trying 
to adapt themselves and their or- 
ganizations to this new wrinkle. 
With sound still an infant, figures 
obtainable demonstrate a marked 
dislike for sound and musical syn- 
chronization of pictures, while those 
of the all dialog type have at least 
been fairly successful at the box- 
office. 

The heavy expenditure has been 
for building and equipment, also 
experimentation. Latter item is an 
expensive one, with studio paying 
large amounts to improve record- 
ing, etc., which in some instances 
has been totally lost, but-in others 
have proven highly successful. 

Not Sure 

And producers are not yet sure 
of just what they want in sound. 
Result has been that product is con- 
siderably curtailed and the _ sgso0- 
called promised number of pictures 
is not coming from any one com- 
pany. During the first six months 
of 1928, when silent pictures held 
the field to themselves, production 
was normal. Today, on account of 
the new era and its handicaps in 
getting equipment, space, etc., none 
of the companies are up to a nor- 
mal production schedule, 

Though it took the industry 15 
years to be able to create a produc- 
tion structure valued at $65,000,000, 
in eight months this same industry 
has expended another $20,000,000 
and more, and still lacks what can 
be construed as a definite and stable 


(Continued on page 60) 





BOX SCORES 
Dramatic Critics’ box score 
will be found on page 51. 
Film critics’ box score will 
be found on page 4. 





entertainment. 




















Jazz for Speaks 


Most radio stations devote 
set periods to orchestral stuff. 
The wise boys among speak 
proprietors have the schedule 
dewn pat. Periodical dial turn- 
ings bring consecutive and 
music, 

They say orchestras are most 
desirable as bar room enter- 
tainment, helping to brighten 
up the surroundings more than 
sopranos, pianists and lectur- 
ers. 


Chicago’s Canned Applause 
Making*’Em Warm Up 


Chicago, March 12. 
“Canned” applause as an induce- 
ment to the real thing is reported 
successful at the Harding, wired 
Balaban and Katz de luxe stand 
here. 


House is being used for experi- 
ments in sound with horns installed 
in the auditorium as well as behind 
the screen. An applause record 
was put on the wire equipment fol- 
lowing the regular organ solo, and 
is said to have induced consider- 
ably more than the customary re- 
ception by power of suggestion. Few 
in the audience are apparently 
aware of the phoney angle. 


For talking pictures, however, 
horns any place other than near the 
screen tend to destroy the dialog 
illusion. 


SEX LECTURER IGNORED 
IN BROADWAY THEATRE 


Dr. M. Sayle Taylor, the sex “au- 
thority” lecturing at the Nation- 
al, is not the same exponent 
of the old racket who appeared 
recently in Brooklyn. L. M. Gordon, 
former assistant to Dr. M. Davidson, 
once teamed with Taylor, worked 
in Brooklyn until enjoined by Tay- 
lor. Prior to the present date Tay- 
lor, who is a doctor of philosophy, 
lectured in Pittsburgh and Phila- 
delphia where he remained 10 weeks 
at the Earle. At the National he’s 
losing money. 


He was formerly city bacteriolo- 
gist in Seattle, Wash., assigned to 
the red light district. Taylor is quite 
a debater. In a verbal contest on the 
topic of companionate marriage, he 
bested Judge Lindsay in Chicago, 
Clarence Darrow being the judge. 
Dr. avidson, a practicing physi- 
cian, is a member of the British 
Royal Academy of Medicine. 

“Incompatibility,” which Taylor 
titles his lecture and question stunt, 
restricted to women, has not “done 
well here, but in Philly it was a 


























clean-up. 


$1,000,000 in Free Talent Donated 
Yearly on Coast by 


Film Colony 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
More than $1,000,000 worth of 
free talent is donated annually in 
Los Angeles by the film colony. 
Charity benefits, theatres, radio 
broadcasts and night clubs get the 
bulk of it. Screen actors generally 
respond to these affairs not because 
they like to do it, but because they 





Producers are careful in ordering 
their players to make personals, and 
will only do so where actors ap- 


‘pearance in connection with the 


showing of a picture on a percent- 
age basis will help. 

Present popularity for midnight 
shows has drawn heavily upon the 
players to make a bow or stage an 
act, but the theatre is by no means 
the largest user of free talent. 
There are countless dancehalis, 
beach clubs, skating rinks and night 
clubs who set aside one night a 
week as “Movie Night.” They em- 
phasize this In all advertising, and 
despite that only one or two may 
show up, the public, regardless of 
disappointment, continues to fall. 


Big Names Dodge 


Exclusive cafes with dance floor 
connections also use the “Movie 
Night” thing to lure the tourist as 
well as the old time residents. These 
places exact a stiff cover charge for 
the privilege of mingling with the 
free talent who are spotted for a 


(Continued on page 3) 


Wail Paper Faces 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

A promoter has approached a 
number of studios for permission 
to photograph film stars and use 
the pictures for wall paper prints. 
Plan is to create a vogue for homes. 

Special combinations are being 
arranged for many moods and fan- 
cies. The Shebas may have a John 
Gilbert room, or a group of panels 
earrying portraits of many screen 
idols, Movie struck sheik can have 
hig selection of screen flaps. Hoot 
Gibson is being sought to fill the 
demands of the kid lovers of west- 
erns, and the prominent child play- 
ers are being sought for decorcting 
the nurseries. Chaney will look after 
the bad little boys and girls. 











Sound for 1,000 
Laurens, Ia., March 12. 
This Pocahontas town of 1,000 
claims distinction of being the 
smallest ~Iowa community with 
sound pictures. 
Elite theatre opened Sunday with 
the new policy. 








THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


}COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND 


1437 BWA .N¥ 
SO 25.909 COSTUMES TO RENT 


UNIFOR™MS 








are so ordered by their employer. ~ 


TEL. 5580 PENN.) 
a 


op ne Et ¢4 cry om eee eae: Help, 


a as 


Be a i i ea 
‘ - 
ad P POSIT Se eI 


aaa 


Mar " “a ey 
FARTS, Ope GEMS © 





5 EP FE LE, 


S22 des oe SS ee eee 


De, Se eee! 


ate i ae 


ee ee a, eer 
Ses Se Ree 


2 OG 8 EO PO eee 








<ennee 


' 
' 
{ 





‘e-nment until after April 1. 








1 Rind eee Gens ae HER OCS 


VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
2 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


6276-6277 Regent 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Wednesday, March 13, 1999 








French Exhibs Raise Protest 
~~ Against More Quota Barriers 


Paris, March 12. 


More than 2,000 film house man- 
agers and owners have signed the 
petition against the new regulations 
Syndicale now 


of the Chambre 
awaiting government sanction. 
Exhibs pronounce American pic- 


tures by far the people's favorites 


and say receipts fall off when Euro- 
pean films are shown. Several 
French producers have come to the 
front on their stand of restriction 
laws ‘with declaration that the 
American distributors have cut the 
price of pictures so low that French- 
men must make quota laws in order 
to sell their product at a profit. 

Explanation, say native producers, 
fs that the Yanks make so much 
money in America with pictures 
that they regard Europe as velvet. 
When Frenchmen were told that 
many of the best picture producers 
in the States depend upon foreign 
exhibition to make a profit they 
only shrugged their shoulders. 

American representatives pointed 
out that their organizations spent 
large sums in order to build up a 
business here which they would not 
have done if these markets were 
Only considered a side line. 

Latest depe on new regulations 
drafted by the Chambre Syndicale, 
and now in the hands of the Min- 
ister of Public Instruction, is that 
no action will be taken by the gov- 
When 
t e Chambre drew up the new reg- 
ulation it was a boast that they 
would become the law within 10 
days. - 

Movement on the part of film ex- 
hibitors in the provinces to do away 
with all governmental restrictions 
and quotas got well under way last 
week, 

If everything goes as planned 


. French Congressmen representing 


the hinterland will ask for a de- 
bate upon the subject according to 
the current inside report. 





Hungary Wants 1 Native deal with political or 








co 


Consuls Scan Quota 





Paris, March 12. 

All American commercial at- 
taches in Europe wil) meet in 
Vienna March 15-20. 

Julius Klein, director of for- 
eign and domestic commerce, 
will preside, while George 
Canty, of Paris, will introduce 
the film quota question. 


Russia Producing 60 
Features for “28-'29 


Washington, March 12. 
First statistics on Russian film 
industry to reach here give Sovkino 
in Moscow and -Leningrad studio 
space in excess of 9,000 meters with 
the 1926-27 season producing 50 odd 
features at an average cost of 10,- 
000 rubles. For 1928-29 plans call 
for about 60 features. 
Following the fire in 1926 Mesh- 
rabpom-Film has recovered with 
the large studios in Kief. Two spe- 
cials, in addition to the regular 
output, are scheduled for the new 
year from this concern. 
Ukrainian Film is now producing 
about 40 films annually in Odessa 
and Ialta, (Crimea). Studios are 
being erected in Tiflin, Ga., where 
present output runs to about 15 
features annually. 

Report has it,that approximately 
85,000 people are given employment 
in the Russian industry. These fig- 
ures indicating a 300 per cent in- 
crease over pre war numbers. 
Sovkino has 86 pictures sched- 
uled for this year. This will be di- 
vided three ways; principal ones to 
economic 
problems with the next lot give 











Made For Every 20 Imports over ‘to representing socialistic 


oe Budapest, March 1, 

Julius Assenberg, European man- 
ager for Fox, and Carl Brinch, rep- 
resenting M-G-M, are here con- 
ferring with Government officials 
on the proposed quota law for 
Hungary. Government is trying to 
force American producers to pro- 
duce one picture in Hungary for 
every 20 American-made features 
admitted. 

At the present time the Govern- 
ment levies a tax of five cents 
per metra on foreign reels. This 
tax goes into a Hungarian film 
fund intended to finance and spon- 
sor a Hungarian film industry. 


To date two Hungarian features 


have been made with the assist- 
ance of German talei.t. Both pic- 


tures were failures with the ba)- |%° 
ance of the film fund squandered 
on the usual unproductive red tape. 
This state of affairs is extremely 
unsatisfactory especially to the na- 
tive exhibitors who have to pay the 


tax 


00d start before the post-war de- 
pression ruined it. 


Bringing English Film, 





Hungarian film industry made a 


phases of the present regime. Some 
play will be made for broader dis- 
tribution by confining a percentage 
of the output to works of authors 
other than Russian. 


Coogan’s ‘Huckleberry’ 
Or ‘Copperfield’—Depends 


Paris, March 3%. 

Before Jackie Coogan left this 
side it was reported around that 
the youngster is on his way back 
to pictures if Mark Twain's heirs 
don’t gum up the works. Jackie was 
doing vaude over here. 

New film idea is for the boy to 
“Huckleberry Finn,” but the 
copyright on that famous character 
hasn’t run out yet. If that falls 
through the youngest Coogan may 
turn to Dickens and “David Copper- 
field.” His future release channel 
not known at present. 








Marmont Coming Back 
London, March 12, 


Percy Marmont, sojourning on 
this side for over a year, mostly 


Made Into Talker Here | t2*ing it easy, is returning to Amer- 


; London, March 12: 
Victor Saville and Jimmie Camp- 


bell leave for New York tomorrow | 


(Wednesday) to release 
English film, on Broadway. 

Campbell and Connolly wrote the 
synchronized score for this feature 
which will be made into a talker 
with three reels to be re-made in 
America. Campbell will also try to 
dispose of a British musical to be 
made into a taiker by Saville in 
Hollywood. 


“Kitty,” 





Doing Two In London 
Los Angeles, March 12, 
Emilie Fitzroy is now en route to 


London where she has contracted 


to appear in two pictures for Brit- 
ish International. She returns early 
in September. 


‘ica. Picture act or wants to get in 
on the talker racket. 





- SAILINGS 


April 25, (San Francisco to Syd- 
ney): Six Maxellos (Madson). 

March 19- (London to New York), 
John Maxwell (Berengaria). 

March 9 (NewYork to Havana): 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Florey (Ca- 
ronia). 

March 9 (New York to Hamburg) 
Max Reinhardt (Cleveland). 


March 9 (Boulogne to New York): 
Zacchini, human cannon ball 
(Deutschland). 

March 8 (London to New York), 
Herbert Clayton, Robert McDonald 
(Leviathan). . 














17 Tring avenue, Ealing, London, 
W. 5, England. 

Still jogging merrily along with 
“Babes in Hollywood.” Have not 
heard about Scott Saunders lately. 
Where are you, Ted? Where are 
my Australian friends, Ed E. Ford 
and Bert Levy, these days? Don't 
want to lose touch with pleasant 
memories like these. 











Spain’s Ghost Quota 





Paris, March 12. 

Latest slap in the face for 
American pictures is that 
Spain has gone quota. 

This little country hasn't 
even got a studio or any other 
equipment, yet it haughtily 
broadcasts that if anybody 
wants to send pictures there 
they must prepare to buy 
Spanish films. 

Report here is that Spanish 
banks have become interested 
after seeing how well the hold- 
up is working in the rest of 
Europe. All those interested 
will have a month to make 
suggestions of how industry 
should be started. 
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NATIVE FRENCH SOUNDER 


Poirier’s “Symphonie Pastorale” to 
Have Tobis Audible System 








Paris, March 12. 


Leon Polrier has quietly put in 
production the first native picture 
with sound accessories. Film is 
Andre Gides’ “Symphonie Pastorale” 
and the sound system to be em- 
ployed is the German device known 
as the Tobis. 

He will begin work on exteridrs 
in Switzerland within a few days, 
it is said. 





Pola’s Successor 


Paris, March 132, 

Despite the desertion of Pola 
Negri, Gaston Revel is going ahead 
with his production of “The Queen’s 
Necklace.” 

Marcelle Jefferson Cohn has been 
selected as star, playing the part 
Pola threw up when she jammed 
with the producer in a display of 
temperament. 

Studio preliminaries are under 
way and the production will be car- 
ried on without delay. 





Paris Programs 


Paris, March 12, 


Certain Young 
Enoch Light, jazzist, on 


Gaumont—“A 
Man,” 
stage. 

Paramount — “Forgotten Faces,” 
Jacques Charles Production entitled 
“Milady’s Purse.” 





TOMMY DOWD RESIGNS 


Paris, March 12. 


Tommy Dowd, who has been man- 
aging the Gaumont Palace for 
Metro, has resigned. 

It is expected that Dowd will re- 
main on this side, but in what ca- 
pacity is not known. 





DEATHS ABROAD 
Paris, March 38. 
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dail rs 


Mme. Guillerville About, 86, 
widow of Edmond About, French 
author, died in Paris. 

Césare Galcotti, Italian composer, 
died in Paris. 


Henry Montigny, 55, former 








= 





ied at comedian and impresario, 


@ied at Limoges, France, _. J 





London, March $8. 

Tonbild Syndikat of Germany, 
having .greuped together Kuchen- 
meister, Messter, Paulsen, Tir-Er- 
gon, Telegraphon and the gawdnos- 
wot systems of synchronizations on 
film and disk, threw an injunction 
into Klangfilm after the latter had 
shown “King of Kings” in Berlin 
with a coupla reels sounded by 
British Phototone on the Klangfilm 
method. This is by disk plus the 
Siemens-Halske amplifier. 

Now, Klangfilm, an offshoat of the 
Siemens-A. E. G. electrical combine, 
has a contract with British Photo- 
tone giving the latter rights all over 
the place outside Germany and Aus- 
tria, and Phototone has guaranteed 
to pay cash to Klangfilm on account 


of sales of equipment. Paid $125,000 
in advance before Tonbild threw the 
injunction, but credited with having 
recovered the money and switched 
it back to London. 

Somebody has been plugging the 
story all week how Klangfilm at- 
tached British Phototone studios 
and bank roll in Berlin on account 
of non-fulfillment of liability under 
guarantee, but as Phototone is still 
working in Berlin studios story 
seems a lemon. Fact is Tonbild has 
a number of basic patents,. suffi- 
ciently strong for Fox to have 
bought the American rights of one 
(Tri-Ergon) to protect itself. 

An international combine involv- 
ing America, France and Holland is 
being formed to work the Tonbild 
patents, and the Syndikat has 
thrown a hot one into the market 
in this country by announcing it is 
willing to let any product run over 
its equipment, or to have its own 
product run over any other equip- 
ment providing that equipment does 
not infringe its patents, or is work- 
ing under a Tonbild license. 

It is figured on the inside here 
this puts Western Electric’ into a 
jam over its stalling on interchange- 
ability, and that Otterson has got to 
quit ducking this phase or get plas- 
tered with patent injunctions. 





More Regals 


A. E. Abrahams, who built the 

Regal theatre at Marble Arch, is 
working on several more houses of 
the same design. The first, now in 
building, is at Norwood, to be fol- 
lowed by Leytonstone and Golders 
Green. These are all atmospheric 
houses. designed by J. F. Mead, pri- 
marily responsible for the Marble 
Arch Regal design. 
Young Abrahams, who took a re- 
cent flier into production with 
“Young Woodley,” doesn’t seem to 
have done so well with it. Since 
the film was finished there has been 
a deathly silence about it, and the 
only one who has seen it is young 
D. A., who said it looked like “Help.” 
Going on with Regal Productions 
company all the same, but looking 
for a director. 


Whitehall As Is 


General Sir Edward Bethune, 
chairman of the board of Whitehall 
Films, changed sides this, week and 
went over to the stockholders’ com- 
mittee. Had a board meeting this 
week and threw out the proposal to 
raise a $200,000 debenture, claiming 
he was bringing in a “prominent 
film man” who would straighten 
things out. Said film man is George 
Pearson of British Screen Produc- 
tions. . 

Pearson runs British Screen Pro- 
ductions, and was recently in Amer- 
ica making a contract with Rayart 
by which he gets 75 per cent. of the 
preferred and 51 per cent. of the 
common stock of that corporation 
and pays money for it. Scheduled 
, te make films this year here and in 
America in conjunction with Rayart 
on a 50-50 cost basis and has al- 
ready put up part of the dough for 
Ray Johnston. 

Pearson needs a studio here, his 
own at Worton Hall being sold this 
week to an outfit called Encore 
Fiims. Figures if he gets White- 
hall studios he can turn more than 
one existing producing company in 
there and make out. 








Emelka Deal Again 


There seems to have been made 
a concrete deal with Emelka of Ger- 
many at last. Figuring in this are 
Robertson and Malcolm, a _ city 
finance house, and back of this is 
again Sir Henry Horne and the 
Carmelite Trust, which lately issued 
the Anglo-Continental newspaper 
trust. This latter is getting a real 
razzberry, from Berlin, Paris, Bar- 
celona and other places, where ob- 


trusion” of foreign capital into their 


affects only trade papers, and those. 
so far, outside the entertainment 





British Film Field = 


By Frank Tilley 





jections are being taken to the “in- | 


newspaper business, even though it | 


Te 


more concerned in public work ang 
cement. Anyway. 

After the dying off of the Schleg. 
inger and the Woodger and the 
other, gabfests with Emelka, Rob. 
ertson and Malcolm sent emissarteg 
to Berlin, and they got to Strese. 
mann on the point of the German 
Government connection with Emelka 
through Phoebusfilm Company. Deal 
was brought off on a valuation basig 
by which Herr Krauss and Dr, 
Goldschmidt sell eventually to the 
British group 76 per cent. of Emelka 
stock. Price will probably come 
around 158 marks a share, though 
this will not be set till the actuaries 
have finished valuing the Emelka, 
assets, which include 72 theatreg, 
Present price of stock is around 133 
marks on the Berlin market. 

Then the same group has a deal 
on to acquire control of the Maxim. 
film Company of Germany, a pro- 
ducing ‘and distributing concern, 
This would give the combine around 
86 films a year, letting the pick of 
their American (Rayart) and Brit- 
ish stuff into the Continent, and ag 
they have control of Rayart the 
best of their British and Continental] 
stuff goes into America. 

Layout is to throw these all into 
one company with a capital of some 
$15,000,000, with Sir Robert Donald 
as chairman of the board. It will 
not be much of a surprise if White- 
hall Company and British. Filmcraft 
are also swung into this new con- 
cern, as the necessity for grouping 
or sinking is becoming more and 
more apparent as the first annual 
meetings of these films act flota-: 
tions gets nearer. 





People and Things 


Leo Mandl of Sarchafilm, Vienna, 
is here. Comes over to discuss 
joint production with John Max- 
well of British International, 
Maxwell is looking for another sub- 
ject for Dupont. Approached by 
Lady Swaythling, who has a notion 
the world is waiting for a film on 
“The Battle of the Sexes,” which 
she says is about to be fought. John 
didn’t deal. 

Marso Bisi also here from Italy, 
Conferring with the film committee 
of the federation of British Indus- 
tries with regard to exchange of 
Italian for British pictures under 
the Mussolini scheme for reviving 
Italian production. 

Herbert Wilcox back. After get 
ting about 10 miles of newspaper 
space an building talker studios at 
Brighton ,with the aid of the town 
corporation, Wilcox’s company, 
British and Dominions, walked out 
on the Brighton authorities on a 
quibble over complete -availability of 
current at all times. This without 
giving the council an argument, 
which has caused a lot of feeling. 
Wilcox is reverting to the Shep- 
herd’s Bush site again. 

Horace Judge, who left First Nae 
tional in December, having been 
there since F. N. first set up house 
in this country, goes to Paris end of 
this month to put over French Pho- 
totone. 

Tiffany-Stahl, hvaing set up @ 
series of British exchanges, had its 
first preview this week, showing six: 
films in five days. 





Biattner Bobs Up 


Blattner Company 1s cropping up 
again. Its first production, which 
Lupu Pick directed, is to be shown 
at the London Hippodrome as @ 
pre-view March 3, with some of the 
stuff taken by the Field Museum of 
Chicago Abyssinian Expedition also 
in the program. Feature, “A Knight 
in London,” has already run five 
weeks in the Mozartzall, Berlin, @ 
funny situation for a British film 
not yet seen here at all. 

But the Exhibitors’ Association, 
opposed to Sunday pre-views, is 
circulating its members advising 
them to lay off, and’the Provincial 
Cinematograph Theatres circuit has 
a policy of not booking Sunday pre- 
viewed films in any case. : 

He figures to be finished with the 
building of his sound studios at 
Elstree in a couple of weeks, and 
makes as the first film there a full 
length feature, “In the Shadows of 
a Monastery,” for British Phototone,, 
on whose shorts he is already a long 
way in arrears. 





Bill, Business and Booking 


Generally, business is all shot up. 
W. & F. Company, branch of the 
Gaumont Corporation, have can- 
celled suddenly all their trade shows 
(pre-views) till April. Harry Row- 
son, a former director of the Ideal 
Company branch of Gaumont and 
a former commuter between Lon- 
don and New York, has resigned. 
Got a theatre circuit and concern 
in production, with intention 0 
backing a project to make “Good 
Old London,” somewhat on the lines 
of “Little Old New York.” 

As to how booking, is here, fact 
that one house whose “expectancy 
(British equivalent for United Kins- 
dom market’s quota) per week 3 
$40,000 last week did only 46 per 
cent of this, and othérs are not do- 





field, Horne and his group being! far 
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JANIS ILL, OUT: 
ROW IN REVUE 


Paris, March 12. 

Elsie Janis had been constantly 
battling with Fucret, head of the 
Moulin Rouge theatre, over the cut- 
ting down of her stuff. Going into 
e huff and telling the management 
what they could do was just what 
the boys wanted for right after the 
explosion a notice was posted that 
the show would close. And it did 
Jast night (Monday) after running 
only 50 days. 

It is said that is the shortest run 
of any revue that has ever played 
the Red Mill site, hence the new 
yaudeville policy. 

Suffering a relapse, Elsie Janis 
had retired from the Moulin Rouge 
revue several days before it closed, 
and is confined to bed at the Hotel 
Crillon. 

Attack is described as a return 
of influenza. The comedienne is 
anxious to return to the States and 
tentative reservations have been 
taken on the Olympic sailing March 
27. Departure depends upon her re- 
covery in time. 


Weather Breaks 


London, March 12. 

After a month of intense cold, 
fog, and sleet a sudden transforma- 
tion occurred Saturday. Weather 
became so hot over weekend that 
it was like summer. 

Legitimate hits are doing excel- 
lent business and vaudeville houses 
are strong when they have attrac- 
tions. Important West End cine- 
mas playing talking pictures are 
doing splendidly. 











Paris, March 12. 
Spring, which glitters and sparkles 
in Paris like nowhere else, is here. 
Cold snap finished five days ago 
and it’s like June. 





Washington, March 12. 

Weather Bureau furnished Va- 
riety with the following outlook for 
week beginning tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday): 

Country east of Mississippi, rain 
Wednesday and Thursday, then 
generally fair for two or three days. 
Mild temperature Wednesday and 
east of mountains Thursday. Colder 
west of mountains Thursday and 
eastward to Atlantic coast Thurs- 
@ay night and Friday. Warmer by 
Sunday. 


Vaude in Moulin Rouge 
Paris, March 12. 


Famous for years for its revues, 
the Moulin Rouge inaugurates a 
vaudeville season March 22 with 
Abe Lyman as the hedaline attrac- 
tion. If the venture is successful 
this policy will become permanent. 

Lyman has signed a contract to 
return to the Kit Cat, London, for 
@nother eight weeks starting 
April 5. 


SALARY BATTLE 


; Berlin, March 12. 

Berlin Managers’ Association has 
Officially repudiated its agreement 
with the actors’ organization 
whereby the minimum salary for an 
experienced actor was fixed at $2 a 
y. 
Managers claim this is bankrupt- 
ing them, but actors state it’s the 
high salaries of stars. Newspapers 
‘are behind actors in their fight. 


BARTON FOR KIT CAT 
James Barton will sail * shortly 
to open at the Kit Cat, London, 
‘April 29. His salary over there ts re- 
Ported as $2,000. 


Barton is booked for four weeks 
(Jack Curtis). 


REVUE CHANGE AT MOULIN 
Paris, March 12. 

The revue “Allo, Ice Paris” closed 

at the Moulin Rouge Saturday. 

Pierre Roucret will produce another 


musical spectacle in April featuring 
snatinguatio, 


The Tiller Dancing Schools 
of America, Inc. 
6 WEST 74th ST... NEW YORK 


MARY RBAD, President 
Phone Endicott 8215-6 








4 Otherwise it was a pretty dismal 


QUIET MONDAY NIGHT 





Just a Few Vaude Premieres and a 
Club Opening 





London, March 12. 


Vaudeville openings last night 
(Monday) had “Jim, the Bear” at 
the Alhambra, who proved a com- 
edy novelty. At the Palladium Sam 
Barton, after six years’ absence, 
clicked easily following four other 
singles and closing the show. 

Bob Fisher, from the defunct and 
disbanded Fred LaReine unit, was 
very big performing individually at 
the Holborn Empire. LaReine has 
£ ttled his contract with Moss Em- 
pires for $6,250. Government hopped 
on unit when objecting to freaks. 
Howeel Harger and Naldi were a 
smash at the Kit Cat restaurant. 


Monday night. 


Radio and Film Stars 
Put Over Berlin Show 


Berlin, March 12. 


Revival of “Schauspielhaus Der 
Augustin,” by Leo Fall, with the 
bcok modernized is a success. 
Alfred Braun, German radio fa- 
vorite, is starred witKh Mary Chris- 
tians, film star. They are mediocre 
as actors but have personai fol- 
lowings. Score was revamped by 
Paul Morgan &nd Siegfried Arno. 





Belgian King Sponsors 
Royal Band’s U. S. Tour 


Washington, March 12, 


Symphgnic band of the Royal 
Belgian Guards numbering 80 is 
due March 17 at New York on the 
Megantic, according to Prince Al- 
bert de Ligne, Belgian Ambassa- 
dor. 

Official welcome at the dock will 
have not only the Belgian repre-, 
gentative, but Sir Esme Howard, 
British Ambassador, Vincent Mas- 
sey, Canadian Minister, and repre- 
sentatives of the State, War and 
Navy ~- Departments. Following a 
concert on the dock the band, says 
Prince de Ligne, will be officially 
received at the New York City 
Hah. 

Three months 
with 50 concerts 


tour will follow 
scheduled. Each 
under patronage of the Belgian 
King, Tour was arranged at spe- 
cific request of the King and breaks 
a tradition of 65 years standing, 
the band never previously having 
been away from its regiment for 
more than a few weeks, 


Continental Dates 
Paris, March 12. 


Tracy and Hay, also Dimazzel, 
tenor, for the Empire, Paris, April 6. 
Mesesdes at the same house 
April 17. 
Tosh Twins are opening at -the 
Perroquet de Paris. 
Baird and Thompson are in the 
Ten o'clock theatre, Brussels, March 
18. 

Hugo and Ramona return to the 
Paramount March 29, doubling at 
the Perroquet de Paris. 


“Q’CLOCK GIRL” MARCH 21 
London, March 12. 

Jack Buchanan’s revue leaves the 
Hippodrome March 16, being suc- 
ceeded by “Five o’Clock Girl” 
March 21. 
In the latter cast will be Ernest 
Truex and George Grosmith. 
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DULL “MAYOR” 

London, March 14. 

“The Mayor’ was presented last 
night (Monday) at the Royalty. It’s 
the first solo effort of Adelaide 
Phillpotts, former colaborator of 
Eden Phillpotts. 
A long, dull, witless affair, figured 
to brody. 


PARIS CLUB TRANSFER 

Paris, March 12. 
Rouger, the owncr of a chain of 
hotels, with houses in Paris and 
Trouville, has taken the Lido, Paris, 
and proposes to stage a Venitian 
cabaret. He has signed Jack Hol- 
land and Mitza Vernille. 


DAREWSKY-MILLER 
Paris, March 12. 
Max Darewsky is engaged to wed 
Ruby Miller within a fortnight. 
Darewsky is working in a night 


~ 








Now Classes Now Forming 





WILL MAHONEY 


Mr. Chester B. Bahn of the Syra- 


cuse “Herald,” said: “Add similes: 
as inseparable as Will Mahoney and 
the S. R. O. sign. And if perchance 
you are skeptical, drop around to 
Keith's hase sen of vaudeville.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Vaude Discovery 


London, March 12. 
by the Palladium 
(vaudeville) that no attraction, 
however big, can stand up more 
than two weeks, may have a consid- 
erable effect on future American 
bookings. 

It has already affected the Kit 
Cat restaurant, which was able to 
book big money American turns 
through being able,.to have them 
double into the Palladium. Kit Cat 
is retaining the services of Abe Ly- 
man’s orchestra, which means the 
Ben Bernie engagement is definitely 
cold. 











Discovery 


Auditions Off 

London, March 12. 
General Theatres has _ quietly 
dropped the audition idea inspired 
by Hannen Swaffer. 
Plan. is in the ashcan and circuit 
officials have no comment to make. 
Swaffer is reported undismayed. 


COAST’S FREE TALENT 


(Continued from page 1) 


bow, asked to sing a song or tell a 
story. When business gets dull on 
these evenings the management 
stages a dance contest with a 
trophy donated by some screen star 
and in most cases the performer 
pays for the trophy. 

The racket is getting so common 
that the big fry of the film colony 
steer clear of these places. 

Number of charity benefits are in- 
creasing yearly and none is consid- 
ered complete without the drafting 
of scores of screen names. These 
are responded to with full co-opera- 
tion when it is known the benefit 
is worthy, yet the frequency of these 
affairs works a hardship on the 
actor who needs time for recreation 
and rest. 

Uncertainty of working hours 
brought about by sound pictures re- 
quires the actor to work mostly at 
night, which will make it impossible 
for the seeker of free talent to get 
the actors to indulge in this prac- 
tice as much as previously. 
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Carroll to Do i dah 


‘Vanities’ This Summer 


Earl Carroll quietly slipped off to 
London and Paris, arriving there 
last week. The trip is partially a 
vacation, but Carroll will also make 
arrangements for the presentation 
there of a “Vanities.” 

According to the present plan, 
Carroll intends framing a revue 
with the best bits of his previous 


and Moran and Mack. Cook is tour- 
ing in “Rain or Shine.” The Lon- 
don “Vanities” is due in the sum- 
mer. 





“Gas” B | 


Berlin, March 12. 


After a private showing: for the 
authorities “Poison Gas Over Ber- 
lin” has been banned, Some com- 
ment here that banning was un- 
wise as play would have died of it- 
self, not holding elements of any 
great popular appeal. 

Meanwhile Lampel, the author, 
and his sponsors are appealing to 
courts for a reversal. Liberal fac- 


tions, headed by Minister of the 
Interior, are fighting the censor- 
ship. 


Belief was that show might spon- 
sor anti-German reaction due to war 
angle. 


Banks on ‘Journey’s End’ 
; London, March 12. 

Gilbert Miller presented “Journey's 
End” for six performances at the 
Arts theatre late last week with the 
cast recruited for his New York 
company. Company sails on the 
Aquitania tomorrow (Wednesday) 
with the author-manager-producer, 
Miller and Tudor Davies. 

Miller says that if the show clicks 
on Broadway in the way he believes 
it will, he will send out 10 com- 
panies. 


| Quick Return 


London, March 12. 

Robert Chisholm, brought to Lon- 
don by Sir Alfred Butt for “New 
Moon,” returned to America at 
once, He decided the music was 
too high for his voice. 

Ben Williams, from the Carl Rosa 
Opera company, gets the role, 


AUSTRALIA 


By ERIC H. GORRICK 


Sydney, Feb. 9. 
For past six weeks country has 





Despite this, the theatres have been 
doing wonderful business, especially 
the movie-talkie houses. Last week 
at the Lyceum I found a perspiring 
audience laughing and applauding 
Al Jolson in “The Jazz Singer.” @ 
The Jolson picture is pulling the 
best business in town in seventh 
week. Figures show it has been 
seen by 250,000 people. 
Hoyt’s Regent, first talkie house 
to change, put on “Mother Knows 
Best.” Picture well liked and is 
doing great business. Support is 
Fex short subjects on Movietone, 
Business at Prince Edward is 
good, although not capacity and a 
little weak daytime. “The Street 
Angel” looks good for’ several 
weeks more. Talking shorts also. 
The Capitol (silent) is the only 
theatre that is doing anything like 
capacity among silent houses, This 
house has played a capacity for 44 
weeks, due to the personal element 
contributed by Ted Henkel, his or- 
chestra and splendid presentations. 
Good music and seryice have made 
Capitol the outstanding theatre in 
Sydney. 
The neighborhood houses are 
feeling the pinch now and it looks 
as though arrangements will soon 
be sought with the Electrics to wire. 
What a lot of dough the Fox peo- 
ple are making with city wired 
houses. Regent, Lyceum and,Prince 
Edward are hiring sound prégrams 


bill around the $15,000 mark. Fox 


rest going to Warners. 

Criterion—‘‘The Patsy,”’ 
for W. 

Her Majesty’ a—"“The Vagabond King” 
goes out this week with “Hit the Deck” 
switching over from Royal. 

Palace—-“‘The Family Se fl 
this week. Next, “New Broof\s.”’ 

Royal—First presentation of “‘Hit the 
Deck” by W. T. with Annie Croft and 
Gus Bluett featured. Just right type of 
entertainment for hot weather. Should 
do big business. Leo Franklin corking 
comic, running away with show honors. 

St. James—Business fading with “Good 
News.” “Lido Lady” next with Elsie 
Prince and Jimmy Godden. Stage hands’ 
strike here last week aurt business. 
Fuller management. 

Fullers—Tab revue pulling weak busi- 








been stewing in sickly tropical heat’ 


on percentage basis with weekly 
gets about two-thirds of it with 


sixth month 


closes 


PLAY IN PARIS 
BY ROTHSCHILD 


Paris, March 12. 
Plays at their premiere in the last 
week are four in number and com- 





“Vanities,” for London presenta-| prise 
tion. Among the features expected “Circe” 
in the combined revue are Joe Cook Latest work of Andre Pascal 


(Baron Henri de Rothschild) pro- 
duced at the Renaissance March 9$ 
and of fair prospects. The story 
has to do with an energetic banker, 
married and devoted to business, 
who becomes involved with an in- 
triguing divorcee. Affair progresses 
by degrees until the solid man of 
business becomes infatuated and, 
abandoning his position, elopes with 
the woman. 

In the cast are Constant Remy, 
Leon Belieres, Vera Korene and 
Charlotte Barbier Krauss. Refer- 
ence of title, of course, is to Circe, 
the witch of the Odyssey who turned 
men into pigs. 


“La Debauche” 
R. Roche has made an adequate 
production of Jacques Deval’s com- 
edy at the Caumartin, a perform- 
ance which was received with favor. 
It is disclosed as a poetical treatise 
bearing on the yearnings for love 
of an aristocratic spinster dwelling 
in the castle of her ancestors and 
cut off from the world by an im- 
perious mother. 
She gets into correspondence with 
a Parisian youth through a news- 
paper advertisement. Youth, with 
a boy and girl companion, comes to 
the neighborhood during m®dther’s 
absence and all are invited to the 
chateau. Their plan is to get the 
unworldly woman drunk as a lark. 
She realizes their intention, but so 
keen is her hunger for companion- 
ship that she falls in love with the 
visitor. She remains unsullied by 
the contact, but grieves when they 
all depart. 
In the cast are Pierre Brassaueé, 
Pierre Etchepeare, Marthe Ragnier 
(who replaces Marguerite Valmont) 
and Gaby Basset. 


“Une Vie Secrete” 

“A Secret Life,” wel! staged at the 

Studio theatre, is a melodramatic 
affair by H. R. LeNormand, written 
in heavy passages that are often 
dreary. It tells of a composer who 
seeks inspiration through debauch- 
ery. He neglects a devoted wife, 
leads astray a Russian girl singer 
who is addicted to drugs, and anally 
ives her. to suicide. 
The tragedy only spurs the ego- 
tistical musician to a composing 
frenzy. Francen plays the leading 
role, Frances Ellys, his wife, and 
Corciade plays the girl yictim. 


“Marius” 

Presented by L. Volterra at the 
Theatre de Paris, the new piece by 
Marcel Pagnol (author of “Topaze,” 
still running at the Varietes) was 
received March 9 without enthusi- 
asm. 

It is in four acts with the same 
scene. A cheap cafekeeper’s timid 
son falls in love with the daughter 
of a neighboring fish wife. He is 
in conflict between his passion for 
the girl and a restless desire to go 
to sea for adventure. Girl becomes 
his mistress to keep him ashore, but 
in the end the call of the sea tri- 
umphs and it is indicated she is 
reconciled to becoming the wife of 
an elderly admirer. 

In the cast are Fresnay, formerly 
of the Comedie Francaise; Raimu, 
Orane Demazis and Alida Rouffe, 
formerly a comedienne in Marseilles 
and hitherto unknown here. Com- 
edy of the piece arises mostly from 
the Marseilles dialect of the lines. 

“Marchand de Paris” 

“The Merchant of Paris” is some- 
thing of a novelty at the Comedie 
Francaise. It is the work of E. 
Fleg, in folrr acts, and has to do 
with a self-made Jewish millionaire 
who falls under the influence of a 
woman socialist, is converted to 
radical ideas and decides to give 
half his factory to the working peo- 
ple. His family becomes alarmed 
and they all sell their stock in the 
business, which all but causes ruin. 

The millionaire suffers a stroke 
of apoplexy. During his illness the 
situation is saved by an American 
associate, and when he recovers he 
calls off the sociaistic scheme and 
returns to the role of capitalist. De 


Feraudy plays the lead, sole impor- 
tant role in the play. Others are 





Palladium Booking 
Derickson and Brown, on the 
wind-up end of a three-year Keith 
contract, are slated to open in Lon- 
don at the Palladium (vaudeville), 


eee tal 





(Continued on page 59) - 


this summer. — 


Yonnei Chambreuil and Marie Bell 
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Irene Thirer Stays on Top in 
N. Y. Film Critics’ Box Score: 


Mae Tinee Leads All at .820 





At the three-quarter post for °28- 
"29 im Variety’s boxscore on film 
critits, the New York division is 
again led by Irene Thirer (News) 
who has been number one since the 
season started. But John S. Cohen, 
Jr., (Sun), the runner up, has re- 
duced the margin and enters the 
home stretch on Miss Thirer’s 
heels. Final tabulation will appear 
about June 1. 

As usuai the percentages of the 
Chicago reviewers are remarkably 
high by comparison with the Man- 
hattan scribblers. Two of the re- 
viewers in the boom boom town top 
.800 while the lowest is .726. Only 
three New York reviewers, and 
those the leaders, beat .700. 

In Chicago 

Chicago film writers come closer 

to knowing wha the fans like than 





vieve Harris, veteran of the Post, 
retains a substanti-l point margin 
over Doris. A tie exists between 
the two He: .st sobbies, Carol Frink 
(Examiner) and Rob Reel, known 
to her family as Hazel Flynn 
(American). 
New York Changes 

Changes in the New York line- 
up dislodge Katherine Zimmerman 
(Telegram) from third place, while 
Gerhard (Eve. World), Johaneson 
(Mirror), and Cannon (American), 
retain their former sequence, but 
all advance a peg as beneficiaries 
of Miss Zimmerman’s slide to num- 
ber six. 

Quinn Martin (World), in Europe 
since the last score, is not presently 
included but will be picked up and 
tabulated for the final count when 























Oddities of ’29 





Many peculiar occurrences 
reported by the sound studios 
taking shorts. 

A mammy singer, recently 
making a talking short in New 
York, had ears which were too 
prominent. Director used glue 
to pin protruding lobes to head. 
Hot lights overhead melted 
glue and ears popped out in 
midst of song. 

High - salaried singer was 
making funny noises on disk 
in play backs. Studio sleuths 
spent half a day eliminating 
possible causes, one by one. 
Finally discovered singer had 
porcelain teeth. -Another male 
singer had to return to dress- 
ing room and re-dress. 


WHITEMAN PASSES UP 
PLENTY TO STAY-EAST 


Due on Coast May 28 for U— 
Stops Cross-Country Dance 
Tour to Hollywood 














Paul Whiteman sacrificed a flock 
of cash and contracts for the sake 
of a few months in New York, tak- 
ing the Old Geld radio hour over 
the Columbia network at $5,000 
weekly for’ the 60 minutes and 
doubling with the Ziegfeld Midnite 
Frolic. In addition, Whiteman and 
his orchestra makes an appearance 
in “Whoopee” for the finale in the 
downstairs New Amsterdam theatre. 
He is now due on the Coast for 
Universal's “Jazz King” picture 
May 28. 

Exercising by Old Gold of its 
Whiteman options for the radio 
hour was the heaviest financial toll 
on the maestro’s desire to stay in 
New York for the winter and early 
spring. Intending to break his 
jumps westward on a trans-conti- 
nental concert and dance tour until 
reaching Hollywood, Whiteman 
found himself bound to a regular 
Tuesday night schedule of radio 
performances. 

Tentative contracts for key city 
stop-offs en route to Universal City 
were summarily called off because 
Whiteman must breadcast his last 
Old Gold hour from New York May 
21 and reach the Coast by May 28 
for a remote control pick-up, His 
position with Zieggy is strictly op- 
tional with Whiteman, who is play- 
ing at the Midnite Frolic and in 
“Whoopee” as a courtesy. 

A world tour, another Publix trip 
and concert are among other of 
Whiteman’s present proposals. 








getting back into harness. Mean- 
Film Crities’ Box Sc 
' . 
Score as of March 9 ° 
Key to abbreviations: PC (pictures caught), R (right), W 
(wrong), O (no ecpinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 
NEW YORK 

PC. RK W. Cc. Pct. 
Irene Thirer (News) ........scceee-s 131 103 25 3 .786 
John S. Cohen, Jr. (Sun)............ 103 80 20 3 «776 
George Gerhard (Evening World).... 108 78 24 6 .722 
Bland Johaneson (Mirror).......... - 125 86 36 3 .688 

Regina Cannon (American).......... 122 82 30. 10 672 — 
Katherine Zimmerman (Telegram)... 72 47 20 5 .653 
Jeffery Homesdale (World).......... 40 26 11 3 .650 
Betty Colfax (Graphic)............++ 106 66 32 8 621 
Creighton Peet CORR Dak 66. c'hewece's ce 30 17 6 ma 566 
Mordaunt Hall (Times)............+> 99 56 28 15 .566 
Rose Pelswick (Journal)............ 101 56 24 21 554 
Richard Watts (Herald-Tribune).... $2 50 32 10 543 
Margaret Tazelaar (Herald-Tribune) 37 14 19 4 378 

CHICAGO 
PC. R. WwW. oO. Pct. 
Mae Tinee* (Tribune).<...........+.. 100 82 14 7 .820 
Genevieve Harris (Post)............ 91 73 14 4 802 
Doris Ardent (Journal..........+.... 77 59 12 6 .766 
Carol Frink (Examiner).............. 9% 71 17 ~ .739 
Rob Reelt (American)......+........ 88 65 21 2 .739 
Clark Rodenbach (News)............ 95 71 14 10 726 
* Frances Kurner. t Muriel Vernon. + Hazel Flynn. 
TRADE PAPERS 

4 . PC. R. W. Oo. Pet. 
Me SCr cere cwstecctcksbasocevew . 2a 136 30 oa 819 
M. P. Today....... Seaes cs deessesecse 94 72 19 3 .765 
NE. Hick bcnbe ce Gob seccdasices San 82 31 ss -726 
Harrison’s Reports .........esseeeees 130 91 34 5 .700 
M. P. News ........ sReCenddiiciicdee 52 28 4 .619 








do the boys and girls of Times 
Square, Not one of the westerners 
makes any attempt or pretense at 
approaching movies as art and 
none of them apparently are am- 
bitious to write scholarly dramatic 
criticism. 


Mae Tinee (Tribune) returns to 
first place in the Chicago contin- 
gent. She was top kick earlier in 
the season. Like Miss Thirer in 
New York she employs the star- 
grading system, launched by Capt. 
Jim Patterson, of the McCormick- 
Patterson group, who is said to pay 
particular attention to the picture 
departments of iis publications. 

Chi’s lone male authority on the 
cihema, Clark Rodenbach (News), 
continues to be jinxed by his 
feminine contemporariés. It’s been 
ladies before gents in Chicago from 
the start. When Arthur. Sheekman 
was looking them over for the Jour- 
nal he never could compete with 
feminine intuition and, like Roden- 


bach, generally ended up in the 
eéilar. 
Doris Arden (Journal), who 


debuted to the boxscore in the Dec, 
29 tabulaiion by taking the lead; 
has’ been elbowe™ down to third 
place im the present score. Gene- 


while, the World is represented by 
J&ery Homesdale, an infrequent 
and intermittent reviewer of films 
previously. Homesdale tops the 
second battalion at .650, the best 
showing he ever made. When giv- 
ing the matter serious attention the 
Englishman appears to have a nose 
for box office. 

Creighton Peet (Post), who suct 
ceeded John K. Hutchens, is intro- 
duced to this department with the 
present tally. Peet seems to be in- 
clined to kid pictures as suggested 
by his accumulation of no opinions. 
He groups with the literary boys as 
trying to be a stylist. 

No opinions continue to be fre- 
quent, the sinners without remorse 
perpetuating their evil ways. Rose 
Pelswick (Journal), out of 101 no- 
tices has 21 times failed to be spe- 
cific, while the verbose Mordaunt 
Hall (Times) has been undecipher- 
able 15 times. 


Trade Papers 
Variety's 30 flops out of 166 trys 
leaves it an average of .819 for the 
leadership of the trade paper divi- 
sion. No other trade paper appears 
to cover all the major openings 100 
per cent. 





Harrison’s Reports is registered 








. Analysis of Trade Paper Opinions. 


No 

Caught Favored Panned opinion 
a re 166 128 38 oe 
Pemrrigen’s <2. ....ccce eurna'e ate 130 95 30 5 
m..P.. Today...... snénsbussae. oe 78 13 3 
Film Daily...... cconbewas 113 a4 23 os 
ae SRN sbeaceeeesccdeces 84 59 21 4 








H. B. Franklin’s New Book 
Deals With Sight, Sound 


Harold B. Franklin, president of 
Fox-West Coast Theatres, has al- 
most completed his second book 
dealing with theatre operation. 

New volume is named “Sight and 
Sound” and, as tiie title suggests, 
deals with sound effect and dialog 
pictures. Franklin’s initial work 
was “Motion Picture Theatre Man- 
agement,” deemed by the trade the 
best technical summation of its fleld 
ever reaching print. His publisher, 
George H. Doran, will repeat. 

Franklin is in New York, but is 
due to start back for the west the 
end of this week. 


e MURDOCK EAST 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

John J, Murdock leaves tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for New York. Tom 
Gorman, who came out here with 
the Murdock crowd, goes back 
with him. 

Joseph .P. Kennedy left for the 
east last Thursday and is now in 
New York. Figure it out. 








for 130, and Film Daily 113 major 
criticisms. 

This, of course, is not_inclusive of 
a host of quickies, westerns, and 
stnall stuff that never hit Broadway 
and do not figure in the box score. 

Since its editorial changes Mo- 
tion Picture News has been more 
active in catching pietures than for- 
merly when its reviewing was both 
casual and intermittent. Four no 
opinions have been charged against 
its reviewers since the Dec. 29 score 
when the sheet was in third place. 

Motion Pictures To-Day, now a 
daily, apparently intends to follow 
the Film Daily’s custom of publish- 
ing reviews_in its week-end edition. 
Reviewing has been curtailed since 





the change. 


M. P. Club's Set-ups and “Poison”: 
Pick Your Spots and You Can't Lose 


By Harry Reichenbach 


(Formerly Pifig Pong Correspondent) 





. 
Sally Phipps Says Parents 
Misuse i 
Money; Suing 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Sally Phipps, 17, has filed suit 
in Superior Court asking to have a 
guardian appointed. Miss Phipps 
alleges that her mother, Mrs. Edith 
Beutler, and stepfather have mis- 
used the money that she earned. 
She further asserts her stepfather 
mistreated and slandered her, in- 
juring her position at the Fox 
studio, where she is employed. 

She asks that Attorney Roger 
Marchetti, at present her guardian 
ad litem, be made guardian of her 
estate and that her name be 
changed legally from Byrnece 
Beutler to Sally Phipps. Attorney 


Russell Kuhn represents Miss 
Phipps. 


$40,000 Rental 


Universal is supposédly getting 
around $40,000 in rental for the 
world’s premiere of “Show Boat” at 
the Capitol, Miami, and the Para- 
mount, Palm Beach, for the week 
starting March 17. Picture is play- 
ing both houses simultaneously, 
Harry Reichenbach has gone 
south to handle the Miami tpening. 


Louisiana Has First 
Film Unit Since ’22 


Los Angeles,.March 12, 

"Edwin Carewe and the United 
Artists unit making “Evangeline” 
have left for Louisiana to shoot the 
Longfellow story on the actual 
ground. It’s first picture troupe to 
shoot in thi~ state since 1922 when 
D. W. Griffith made “The White 
Rose.” 

Players, besides Dolores Del Rio, 
include:—Roland Drew, Donald 
Reed, Alec B. Francis, James Mar- 
cus, Bobby Mack and George Ma- 
rion. Company returns to Holly- 
wood April 8 


Sheehan-Grainger West 


W. R. Sheehan, Fox’s production 
head, starts back to the coast this 
or next week, with J. R. Grainger, 
sales chief, following in about 10 
days, 

Clan is gathering for production 
confabs on next year’s studio rou- 
tine. 




















TRADER HORN’S SHORT 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

W. Earl Frank, just returned 
from Uganda, British South Afri- 
ca, where he made some travel 
films, has been engaged to act as 
contact for the W. S. Van Dyck 
unit going there to make “Trader 
Horn.” Place is 800 miles inland 
on an oxcart trail. 

Frank got a number of shots of 
Horn in his stuff which, it is un- 
derstood, M-G-M is going to re- 
lease as a short prior to the fea 
ture picture. 





EDINGTON’S VACATION 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Harry E. Edington, for the past 
three years business administrator 
for 17 stars, directors, writers and 
film executives and is now on a 
three months’ vacation in Honolulu. 
From there he goes to Europe to 
visit his wife who is studying opera 
in Italy, 

Upon his return to America in 
the fall Edington will take over an 
executive post with one of the pic- 
ture producing companies here. 


NO BANKRUPCTY—SAX 

Sam Sax will not go into bank- 
ruptcy despite the sheriff’s attach- 
ment of his blotters and pencils in 
Hollywood. 

It was a friend who caused all the 
trouble by getting him to endorse 
a $2,000 note, declared the indie 
producer, 


FOX CONVENTION DATES © 


Fox will hold its annual sales con- 
vention in New York June 15-17 
at the Park Central hotel. 

Three days are divided by a Sun- 











day. 
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If you contemplate joining the 
Motion Picture Club you will fina 
herewith the lowdown on such 
chumps as may be found in the 
card, pool room and gymnasium, 


Following members rate about ag 
follows: Al! Lichtman, 7 to 1 against 
winning; Pop Landau, 12 to 1 
against losing; Pop Schwartz, has 
sworn off; Arthur Loew, even 
money; Max Felder, Mexican 
standoff (you lose your money but 
save your life); Hi Gainsboro, 30 
to 1 against winning; H. Ebenstein, 
90 to 1. 

Other names sent to prospective 
members upon payment of $1. 

The two easiest marks in the 
club to date are Al Lichtman and 
H. Ebenstein. So soft that various 
members have dated them up two 
months ahead, Arthur Loew and 
Marty Apring, for instance, have 
a date with them for Easter Sun- 
day and are trying to sell the en- 
gagement. Those members who are 
so easy that other members send 
taxis for them are Herman Has- 
call, Henry Seigel, Jacek Shapiro 
and Lew Baum, 

Baum deserves special mention, 
When he plays bridge he assumes 
the losses of both himself and his 
partner. He carries a special shuf- 
fler. He has! not learned to deal . 
yet and engages an assistant who 
performs this function for him. 
Baum is known as a “Gold Seal” 
sucker. There will probably never 
be another like him. The directors 
are considering rebating his dues 
to encourage him. The very fact 
that he plays occasionally has 
brought 10 new members since the 
word got around. Baum is a re- 
tired film producer who was aided 
in retirement by Mr. and Mrs. Mer- 
ger. 

Hi Gainsboro is next in line. One 
day last week he lost $40 to him- 
self playing solitaire. He tried to 
make Canfield with the deuces and 
trays missing. 


Saturday Poker 


The poker game that occurs Sat- 
urday afternoons is. called “Scotch 
Peek.” One day, during 56 conse- 
cutive deals not one of the players 
put up an ante. Max Felder, who 
bought a house at Goitre, Long 
Island, and two autos with his win- 
nings, tops the successful players. 
Arthur Abeles is the gift to the 
game, Felder has loosened up late- 
ly and has been known to stick 
even, if he only has queens back to 
back. That’s liberal when you con- 
sider that there are aces and kings 
in the deck. 

Pop Schwartz has retired from 
the game. He made the mistake 
once of staying with only an ace in 
the hole, didn’t better and decided 
it wasn’t his year. He is special 
kibitzer for Moe Mark. Mr. Mark, 
by the way, is in the south. He 
didn’t show up for last Saturday’s 
game but sent a check for his usual 
quota. 

J.D. Williams has stopped gam- 
bling entirely since he lost a bet. 
He bet Christmas wouldn't fall on 
the same date this year as last. 
Naturally, having spent two years 
in England, he wasn’t familiar with 
our quaint American customs. 

Continuity pool has been taken 
up seriously by several members but 
as no one has made a shot to date 
there are no winners or losers. Hand 
ball is also popular with such mem- 
bers as Roxy, Arthur Loew, Marty 
Schwartz and Lew Metzger. Up to 
date, however, Roxy is ahead as he 
never shows up. 

Here’s the final lowdown. If you 
want a quiet fittle game with a 
chance to win, avoid Pop Landau, 
Pop Schwartz, Max Felder, Lew 
Geller, Sam Sonin, Jack Alicoate. 

If you want a sure thing, look for 
Ebenstein, Mark, Baum, Gainsboro, 
Lichtman, Abeles. .The author is 
still a maiden. 

Teams are now being formed for 
the duplicate bridge tournament 
next month. In the meantime, lan- 
tern slides are being shown each 
night so that the participants can 
learn the names of the four suits 
and the numerals thereon. 





FOX WEST 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
William Fox is reported due here 
the end of the week. 
No publicity on his movements, 
as usual. 
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SEE FOX-PARAMOUNT CLASH 





Coast M-G-M Crowd Burning, 
Were Ignored i in Fox-Loew Sales 








Rancor approaching bitterness is 
gaid te have been developed 
through Nicholas M. Schenck and 
Arthur Loew steering the control of 
Loew’s to William Fox without ap- 
prising the important heads of the 
producing division of Loew’s of the 
circumstances, negotiations or 
events. 


Louis B. Mayer, Irving Thalberg 
and J. Robert Rubin, the three most 
important executives of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, are said to have 
received their information of the 
Fox buy from the newspapers. 

Other than Nicholas Schenck, the 
Loew boys, Arthur and Dave Bern- 
stein and Mrs. Loew, no one in the 
Loew organization theatres or pro- 
ducing is said to have had any 
knoweldge of the Fox transaction 
before it was completed, 

Flat Denials, 

One definite statement is credited 
to the coast producing coterie of 
Loews-M.-G.-M., that at no time 
were they advised or informed that 
any dealings were in progress be- 
tween the Schenck group and Fox 
or the Warners. Although for three 
months or more the studio bunch 
heard and read stories of negotia- 
tions on for the sale of the Leow 
control, these stories, from the ac- 
count, were denied to them and 
they believed the denial. 

Each of the Mayer-Thalberg- 
Rubin trio has a contract for three 
years with M-G-M. Each believes 
the production branch of Loew's 
has done more than its full share 


to bring Loew’s to the prominent, 


position in the show business it 
now holds. Along that line of rea- 
soning these men are. reported 


’ somewhat rebellious in view of the 


story that Nicholas Schenck realized 
@ personal profit many millions 
over the market quotation of the 
Loew stock in the Fox sale. 

It is said the producers of Loews 
have kindred spirits among the 
Loew’s theatre executives. The only 
report of any bonus or eémolument 
having been given to any employee 
of Loew’s in an executive post is; 
that of $10,000 to one head. 

To Preserve Morale 

William Fox and Winnie Sheehan 
are reported to have insisted that 
all chiefs of the Loew organization 
“be taken care of.” The purpose of 
that was to preserve the Loew 
spirit and morale, something that 
had been assiduously cared for by 
Marcus Loew. From the _ stories 
around that is not so positive with 
the M-G-M producing bosses. 
Mayer and Thalberg were in New 


York late last week conferring 
with Rubin. All were said to be 
burning. 


One rumor has it that Arthur 
Loew received for his share of the 
$50,000,000 or more paid by Fox 
$18,000,000. The same story links 
Arthur and Nicholas Schenck with 
putting the Fox deal across. Arthur 
Loew’s wife is the daughter of 
Adolph Zukor. 

How Fox and Sheehan will han- 
dle the Loew control is beyond 
fathoming at present. The Fox 
method of the past always has been 
to operate everything it controls. 
Just now, and perhaps for some 
time to come, Loew’s will hang onto 
its identity in name and direction. 
Fox may visualize the governmen- 
tal scrutiny that might be given if 
a too early or too abrupt attempt 
were made to effect an actual mer- 
ger of Loew’s with Fox. 

Refused $115 a Share 

At the present moment from re- 
Ports from the coast Loew’s is 
weekly advancing to the M-G-M 
studios $300,000 for its picture pro- 
duction. This is at the rate of $15,- 
900,000 yearly. William Fox, with 
Sheehan, the Fox production head, 
are said to fully appreciate this 
angle. 

A report on the attitude of some 
of the malcontents among the 
Loew's is that one production head 
‘refused an offer of $40 a share above 
the market price for all his Loew’s 
Stock. At that-time, since the sale, 
the orem market price was around 
#75 and the offer would have meant 








Six Excuses 





Los Angeles, March 12. 
As a result of sudden fame 
in pictures and a brand new 
automobile, Stepin Fetchit, col- 
ored player for Fox, has made 
his sixth trip to the traffic 
courts within a month. 
Each time the actor tells the 
judge the same story—he was 
| late for work and just couldn’t 
hold back the wheels of prog- 
| ress. 


WARNERS DROP 
THEATRE DEALS 
FOR PRODUCT 


Say Firm Will Concen- 
trate on Films for Now— 


No Shubert Merger 

















Fox’s snatching of Loew’s from 
the Warners has changed the-broth- 
ers for the present period from 
their theatre corraling ambitions to 
100 per cent. concentration on pro- 
duction. Warners figure that the 
industry will remain the same, 
fundamentally, in face of all recent 
mergers and those to come. Only, 
Harry Warner sees a greater op- 
portunity for outside product, figur- 
ing that with such consolidations 
as those effected by Fox the same 
can never be adequately  self- 
supplying. 

With their failure to secure 
Loew’s, which the Warner president 
termed a surprise but not a dis- 
appointment, the horizon is cleared 
of any immediate deals, H. M. 
stressed. Of the deals which he de- 
scribed as “99” before the new year 
there are now no more pending, he 
declared with an “I give you my 
word.” . 

This goes for the Shuberts and 
the Erlangers. About them Warner 


‘stated: 


“We are not interested in produc- 
ing plays and we are not interested 
in buying their houses. There are 
positively no deals of this kind on. 
We are interested in getting some of 
their houses in good locations for 
bookings. That is all.” 





9-DAY TALKER 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

William Wellman established a 
record for directing a feature length 
all talker when he made “The Man 
I Love” for Paramount in nine days. 

This is exclusive of four days 
spent in rehearsal. 





$115 a share for his holdings. He 
holds 3,500 Loew shares. 





Miami, March 12. 

Joseph M. Schenck arrived here 
last Wednesday and left Thursday 
for New York. He remained here 
one day. 

It is locally rumored that Joe re- 
ceived a wire from his. brother, 
Nicholas, calling him to New York. 
This is thought to have a connec- 
tion with the Loew control sale to 
William Fox. 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

The producers at Metro-Goldwyn 
are Irving Thalberg, Harry Rapf, 
Eddie Mannix, Bernie Hyman, Hunt 
Stromberg and Lawrence Weingar- 
ten, the last named a_ brother-in- 
law of Thalberg and in charge of 
shorts, 








(2UKOR BUILOING 
WAVE FIRST GUN? 


Old Loew Agreement Leaves’ 
Publix Weak in Metropol- 
itan Area—Fox Controls 
$14,000,000 of District’s 
$20,000,000 Buying Power 


PAR-W. B. TALK UP 


Besides all the merger reports 
and rumors, little doubt is held in 
inside picture circles that a real 
film battle impends between Fox 
and Paramount. The same belief is 
that Paramount will take the ag- 


gressive attitude in such a clash. 

The first gun is expected to be 
an announcement by Paramount 
Publix of new theatres. These for 
the most part are expected to be lo— 
cated in the metropolitan section. 

Meanwhile Adolph Zukor and 
Harry Warner are reported in con- 
tinued conferences. But what this 
portends is not hinted in the gossip. 

With Fox dominating the Greater 
New York field in a theatre way 
through his own, Loew’s and met- 
ropolitan theatre acquisitions, Par- 
amount is left almost barren other 
than the Paramount, Brooklyn, and 
the three Publix houses on Broad- 
way. This leaves the local field 
open for Publix if it wishes to op- 
pose Fox. 

A few years ago, when Para- 
mount contemplated the New York 
district as a locale for many thea- 
tres, an agreement followed be- 
tween it and Loew’s. The contem- 
plated theatres were erected, but 
by Loew’s. 

In the recent buy of Loew by 
Fox those game theatres pass to 
the direction of William Fox, leav- 
ing Paramount-Publix in the very 
position it found itself when decid- 
ing long ago that it required better 
representation in the greater city. 

This move, if made by Adolph 
Zukor and Sam Katz against the 
supremacy of William Fox in New 
Yerts City could indicate that the 
report of Zukor and Katz having 
been indifferent to Fox’s purchase 
of the Loew control is not in ac- 
cordance with the facts. 

Exactly how the Fox-Loew deal 
was completed in that event is un- 
disclosed under-cover stuff that no 
one ventures an explanation of. 
Neither will anyone vouchsafe an 
opinion as to how far the apparent 
break in the hitherto friendly rela- 
tions between the Loew group and 
the Zukor side may extend. 

Including 81 houses which are 
scheduled to be built during the 
coming year, Fox has 804 theatres, 
dominating the‘ film buying market 
in some parts of the country. 

Next in size is Publix, operating 
300 theatres and owning from 25 to 
75 per cent. of 400 others, under 
joint operating agreements, and 
then Radio-Keith- Orpheum. 

Fox controls the film buy in the 
New York. Fox’s 305 theatres, out 
of a total of about 450, are said to 
represent a film buying power of 
from $12,000,000 to $14,000 annually. 
The total buying power of this zone 
is about $20,000,000, but $3,000,000 
is represented by the Publix- United 
Artists theatres, which are not open 
to general bookings. 

Making up the Fox houses are 
the 220 independent theatres, 63 
Loew houses and 14 Fox theatres. 
Most of the balance of about 150 
independent houses left in this ter- 
ritory are small capacity theatres, 
with a probable maximum buying 
power of $2,000,000. 

The only buying opposition to 
Fox now left in this district is 
RKO, with an estimated annual 
film bill of from $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000. 

Should a Publix-RKO deal go 
through, this opposition combina- 
tion will control 1,150 theatres. Fox 
at the present time is negotiating 
for the Schine theatres, about 75, 
and the Walter Reade cfreuit, 
about 30 theatres, in or adjacent to 
New York City. 








Harry to Harry 





Harry Reichenbach and Har- 
ry Hershfield sat across from 
each other the other day at 
lunch. 

“How much do you think I 
made last year, Harry?” Said 
Reichenbach, 

“Half,” answered Hershfield. 


M-G-M MAKING 
ANNUAL REVUE 


—— 


Numbers and Blackouts— 
Starts June 1—$250,000 














Los Angeles, March 12. 

M-G-M is going to make an an- 
nual institution of its M-G-M re- 
vue being put into production this 
week. It is being produced by Harry 
Rapf who is personally supervising 
with Gus Edwards,general produc- 
tion head. 

Direction of the cast of 75 will 
be done by individual specialists. W. 


Christie Cabanne will direct the 
specialty numbers and Norman 
Houston will do the skits and black- 
outs. It’s the first time a picture 
is to be made along the lines of a 
Broadway revue in its entirety with 
use of skits. 

Sammy Lee will stage the dance 
numbers; George Cunningham, Gus 
Edwards and Joe Goodwin have 
written, the lyrics for the majority 
of numbers, with Martin Broones, 
Herb Nacio Brown, Fred Fisher, 
Roy Krages, Joe Greer and Arthur 
Freed supplying the musical inter- 
polations, Dialog by Al Boasberg. 

Novelty number of the show writ- 
ten by Edwards and John T. Mur- 
ray, will be “Lon Chaney Will Get 
You If You Don’t Watch Out.” In 
the cast will practically be all the 
M-G stars, including Norma Shear- 
er, Joan Crawford, Conrad Nagel, 
Charles King, Bessie Love, Anita 
Page, Marie Dressler, Polly Moran, 
Jack Benny, Natacha Nattova, Mar- 
ion Harris, Ukelele Ike, Mary Dordn, 
Albertina Rasch Ballet and the Five 
Rounders. 

Pictures will be ready for re- 
lease by June 1 and it is figured to 
cost around $250,000. 


Hoover Consulted 


Washington, March 12. 

President Hoover, so inside 
sources have it, was consulted by 
the Department of Justice on the 
Fox.-Loew merger prior to the an- 
nouncement from New York by Wil- 
liam Fox. 

Pursuing the adopted policy of 
talking it over with the depart- 
ment prior to announcing the many 
mergers of the past several months, 
Saul E. Rogers, general counsel and 
Truman Talley, now personal as- 
sistant to Fox, were here for pro- 
tracted visits. Fox made a hurried 
trip here, also. Hoover has always 
held liberal views on mergers and 
the putting up by the department of 
the Fox-Loew deal to him prior to 
his inauguration was for the pur- 
pose of getting his ideas as to such 
big business mergers when he en- 
tered the White House. 

It is now believed here that pic- 
ture mergers will continue to be 
handled in the same manner as 








[Producers Assn and Academy 


Would Stop Gratis Endorsing: 
Want Ad Money For Relief Fund 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Producers’ Association and the 
Motion Picture Academy of Arts 
and Sciences are determined to stop 


gratis endorsements for national 
advertised products by important 
personages in the indsutry. A com- 
mittee has been appointed consist- 
ing of Douglas Fairbanks, repre- 
senting the Academy; C. B. Da. 
Mille, president of the Producers — 
Association, and M. C. Levee, of 
United Artists, and a member of 
both bodies, to work out a plan 
whereby no endorsement of any ar- 
ticle, project or proposition may be 
made without remuneration to the 
person endorsing, the money for 
the endorsem:nt to be donated to 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund. 
Picture people have been over- 
ridden by fan magazines in their 
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effort to help along advertisers. — 
One fan mag is now out getting en- 
dorsements for a beauty facial 
preparation concern which does not 
advertise with aiybody unless it 
can get three times the amount of 
free space in the publication as 
utilized for the ad. 

F. W. Beetson, executive vice- 
president of the Producers’ Asso- 
ciatio, feels the endorsement propo- 
sition has been done to death in 
pictures and that nobody has bene- 
fited by it but the advertisers, and 
the fan magazines. 


Alfonso’s $25,000 

Beetson’s idea is that if the King 
of Spain got $25,000 for endorsing 
a cigarette and gave this amount 
to his favorite charity, picture peo- 
ple can do likewise. It is figured if 
the plan works out the Relief Fund 
will draw to the extent of $250,000 
yearly. 

Recently Gloria Swanson was the 
ony one off the list of endorsers. 
A representative of a fan magazine 
worked on her for a hosiery pro- 
ject for seven months. He even got 
the vice-president of the hosiery 
concern to come to the Coast. To- 
gether, they clinched the deal. Ths 
promise made provided that Misa — 
Swanson was to receive an unlimit- 
ed amount of pictorial publicity in 
this magazine besides the publie- 
ity from endorsing the hosiery. *. 

Fan magazines have even guar — 
anteed certain people to endorse, — 
They know which individual will be 
okay as they have made deals with 
them before and keep them in the 
limelight on publicity in their pub- 
lication as a return for past favors. 


“Ark” Into 3 Shubert = 
Houses for $2, April 


With the Sam Harris theatre go- _ 

ing intq talkers last night (Tues- ; 
day), Warners “Singing Fool” mov- 
ing there for an indef run, three 
other Shubert-booked houses are 
also being wired for April openings 
with “Noah's Ark,” also a Warner 
picture. Houses are Majestic, Bos- 
ton; Shubert-Detroit, Detroit, and — 
the Woods, Chicago. 
Dates for openings read April 8, 
Boston; April 14, Chicago, and April 
21, Detroit. “Ark” goes into these ; 
houses for indefinite runs at $2.  ~ 
Film is also playing at the Winter 
Garden, New York, having opened 
last night. 

No talker has been booked for the 
44th Street, where “Animal Crack- 
ers” holds forth, but the contract 
for wiring this house has been 
made. 
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SOUND LAP DISSOLVE 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Al Christie, now directing Doug- 
las MacLean in “Divorce Made 
Easy,” is the first to go on record 
as making a successful lap dissolve 
with sound. 
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heretofore by the Department of 
Justice under the Hoover aiminis- 





tration. | 


Voice of one character fades out 
as it is overlapped with the fading 
in of another voice. 
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Paramount at New Top; Other 
Amusement Stocks Give Way 


Paramount retirned to its. old 
leadership of the amusement group 
this week. Beginning Monday it be- 
gan to turn over in enormous quan- 
tity (100,000 shares In two days,) 
with prices touching a new top for 
all time at 67%, Monday, and hol1- 
ing above 66 for all but a few trans- 
actions. Its first retreat from near 
the peak came late yesterday and 
even then it held above 65. 

Performance was particularly no- 
table because practically all the 
other amusement issues were dis- 
tinctly nervous and most of them 
definitely weak. Warner Bros. yes- 
terday touched a new low, around 
114, and Loew went to its bottom of 
the February break at 70. 


Mixed Picture 


What was going on behind the 
scenes was obscure. There was not 
one picture company that was not 
mentioned with apparent earnest- 
ness in some }‘nd of a mefger. 
Stories of conferences betw en 
Harry Warner and Adolph Zukor 
got attention among the trade play- 
ers. Wall Street seems to be pretty 
well satisfied that the Paramount- 
Keith-Radio understanding will go 
through, although all concerned 
make direct denial that it has been 
closed. For lack of other explana- 
tion, Paramount bulls pinned their 
faith upon such an arrangement 
and believe it will be done. 

Tilustrating the readiness of the 
Street to assimilate any kind of 
amusement merger dope, one trader, 
a notable in the film industry, re- 
lated that he had bought Fox and 
Shubert on the basis that a deal be- 
tween them was logical and, he be- 
lieved, is in the making. 

Certainly Shubert gave no evi- 
dence of such a development, go- 
ing to a “double bottom” at 65 yes- 
amy. against the January top of 

Fox's behavior was puzzling and 
s0 was Warner’s. Fox, which got 
up to 98 on'the Loew deal, had got 
back to 90 ‘yesterday and could not 
climb ‘out of a narrow aréa, while 
Warners, which dipped on the fail- 
ure of its drive’ for ownership of 
Loew, teuched a new low for the 


-year at 11444;'the worst it has done 


since the 
around 106, 
Loew Rights Drop 


It is.true that against the huge 
volume of Paramount; the sales of 


December crash _ to 











YESTERDAY'S PRICES 
Amusement Leaders 
2,600 Fox..... 91 89% 9 —-—% 
2.300 Loew... 71% 70% 70% — % 
36,500 Par. ... 66% 65% 65% — % 
300 Shu. ... 66% 65% 66% + % 
6.200 Warner.116% 114% 114% —1% 
5,80 Rad.-K. 35% 34% 35 -<° 
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the stocks which were on the re- 
treat fell off in turnover. For in- 
stance, sales of Loew yesterday, 
when it was down, totaled less than 
4,000. One rather ominous aspect 
of the Loew situation is that its 
bonds have been dropping and at 
the same time prices for the deben- 
ture rights on the Curb have been 
drastically off. Last week the rights 
were about 8 lower. These rights 
are distinctly long term privileges 
and their quotations ought to rep- 
resent long pull view of potential- 
ities. Sales were small in volume, 
but it does seem probable that they 
represent a changed attitude on the 
part of holders who liked Loew’s 
future before the change of owner- 
ship and are not so favorably im- 
pressed with the recent turn of af- 
fairs. The reports that Fox will 
finance its expansion by issue of de- 
bentures may play a part in this 
new view. It seems to be fairly 
well authenticated that Fox has 
that plan in mind. 

The flurry in Picture Capital sub- 
sided. It now appears that the 
company, which originally con- 
cerned itself with film financing, has 
turned its attention to investment 
trust activities, which only adds to 
the mystery of its sudden revival. 


Money Dictates 


Pathe did nothing much either 
way. The stock seems to have 
abandoned its determined stand 
above 18 and backed and filled 
around 114%-% most of the time. 
Money rates seem to dictate 
‘market movements. There was a 
half hearted rally late yesterday 
when the call rate eased to 6, 
against a rate of 12 last week. They 
wanted to start prices up, but real- 


only temporary and tomorrow’s 
meeting of the Reserve bank loom- 
ed with the-menace.of a possible 
advance in the rediscount rate, if 
not immediately, then in the near 
future. In view.of the central 
bank’s candid goal of reduced loans, 





prospect of a broad advance at this 
time seems remote. 


Summary for week ended March 9: : 








STOCK EXCHANGE 
1929-—~, Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low Last. Chee. 
36% 32% 1,900 American Seat (8)....cesesesees 35 34 4% —- % 
28% my 3,600 Consol. Film pfd. (2)...ccecceees 27% 26% 27 —- % 
194% 179% 3,000 Eastman’ Kodak (8)..... Cveccess 185% 179% 181% — 4% 
My, 63% ft BOR Na ee sobsbecee 78% 71% 73 — 6% 
110% 102% 500 Do. pid. (6%4)--.eesees eeeseeee 107% 104 104 — 4% 
46% 35 Sey SOE. hehe k's ome 6 Ade hsm te 6 heed obs 37 36% 37 —1 
138 110 500 Dee PEG. Ci cepeccccdecseccswd de. 115 110 115 — 5 
101 85% 47,300 Fox Class A‘ (4).)5 i's cccicccccccece 97% 89 91% — 6% 
4 18% 4,008 mew a Ot uc sees 23 22 22 —- % 
2h p etro-G.- +” CE. SRP. «0 apeus Se 26 y ) aor 
98% 68% 1 039,000 Radio (new) ......s..e0.-- yee 73 on +10% 
43 2 11,200 Motion Picture Cap...........6+. 37 29 34 — 2% 
67% 554%. 110,500 Paramount-Famous-Lasky (3).. 65% 67% “% — %& 
14% 10% 39,100 Pathe Exchange ..s...s..sececes 12% nls 1% — %&% 
30 23% Bee. FOIMO CiAOR Boncoccvacccivinede’s 255g 23% 24 —2 
74% 65 6,600 Shubert (5) ........cceeees eesses TO% 65% 66% — 2% 
53% 34 1,400 Stanley Co. .......%. fren 460'0 dive + 85% 34 34 — 1% 
93 86% 70 Universal pfd.. (8),.,.-+s+s00 evce 88% 88 884% — % 
31% 81 Columbi i Svan 
Se We Oo peawusceectsceces 3 a 
25% 18 9,400 Con. Film Ent.:......0... e» 23" oon oon a> 
26%. 20% 19,400 DeForest Radio ..cesccccscccsecs 22 20% 203 — 1% 
37% 28 ee, re as eo ot ede chaos 33% 31 31 — 2% 
44 1% 400 Griffith ‘ 3% 3 3% .— % 
49% 26 700 ew rights - & 36 37% — 9% 
19%. Bis) 400 Universal Pictures ........+.... nae 1T% 1% + %& 
97 000 K h 6 ee 
: eit 2, "46. sdeweecerccseceses 95% 95 5 @eeee 
121% 1138 | 000 BUI econ om shr oe sna: ;. 119% 115% 116%  — 4% 
100% 98 10,000 i I een ee 98% 98 9% — & 
190% B sees Evthe 7s, Lavi’ 6, ecpnend ‘ So" 79% | 79% bswar 
‘ ar.= emgne. ky 6's, °47...... 99 99 - 
91% 83 4,000 Shubert ote. as Reese teo vee sae 84 ag = % 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted: tor Monday oe 
Over the Counter 
New York : 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
32% 33% coos Roxy, Class A (3.50)..c..cccees of ee oo o- 
H 36 eece ME Mr 64 G0CEu Sens cbocecene ee ee oe oe 
4% 5% eere Unit do eee ew ere eeree eeeeereee ee oe ~ oe 
4 6 De Forest PRONG... covesesce cece ee ~ oe 
18 18% eoce Tophnicolor 2... vcodecces Seeeereve o- we oe 
Boston 
ee oe SP BOWS acs i ciidcon tues eeatecere 12% = 12% 
Chicago 
eo eo 100 Balaban & KatZ....i...cccceecs - 8 80 80 
Los Angeles. 
- ee Sods Sey. Cte be6-000 cevbmecteeee eee oe oe 17% 
St. Louis 
oe oe Gis k? GRIOUG"Es disc Ov ks ccconcccds trees - ~ 46 
Montreal 
es oo BBS. Wameee Pia. seis. .cocacccccce « 50% 47 0% +7 





“Boat” in 12 Reels 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Dialog version of “Show Boat” 
has been cut to 12 reels from 29. 
Job was done by Morris Pivar, 
film editur, who supervised pro- 
duction. 


FN’s 24-Hour Work Day 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
First National studios are now 
making both sound and silent ver- 
sions of feature length production 





on a 24-hour day working schedule. 


ization that money ease might be. 





FLORENCE ROGGE 
BALLET MISTRESS 
‘ROXY THBATRE, NEW YOIREK 
And also appearing in the Anni- 


versary Program, now. As Ballet 
Mistress at the Roxy, she is the 
youngest disciple of terpsichore to 
occupy this post of major impor- 
tance with an organization of 
Roxy’s magnitude, 


Hollywood C. C. Against 
Daylight Saving Bill 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Hollywood.Chamber-.of Commerce 
has announced its opposition to the 
Daylight Saving bill now before the 
state legislature. Directors of the 
body, after hearing a report from 
M. F. Palmer, vice-president and 
director, predicted a change in local 
time would be injurious to picture 
interests.:: And as the Interests of 
everyone in Hollywood are tied up 
with that industry, the chamber 
felt it should oppose any change. 
Daylight Saving bill is a _ pet 
measure of the Hearst newspapers. 











Another Young Suit 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

With Felix Young, booking agent 
and producer, fn the county jail and 
due to be sentenced this week on 
charges of grand theft, Frederick 
Reel, scenarist, filed suit against 
him for $550. He charges that 
Young owes him that amount for 
a scenario of a play called “The 
Medicine Man.” Play was sold to 
picture producers, Reel alleges. 
Young has made application for 
probation on a charge of abscond- 
ing with -.$1,500 belonging to Noah 
Beery. 


—— 


ATTORNEY SUES NOAH BEERY 


“Los Angeles, March 12. 

Bawara M.- McCullough, attorney, 
has brought:suit.in Superior Court 
against Noah Beery, for $7,100. Mc- 
Cullough asks this for services ren- 
dered him in the Felix Young lar- 
ceny complaint which Beery filed. 

When the case was first called 
for trial Beery attempted to with- 
draw the charges, and dismissed 
McCullough, who had been retained 
as his counsel. 





LOWE'S BAD SHOT 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Warner Baxter was burned by 
powder from a pistol discharged by 
Edmund Lowe in making a scene 
for Fox’s “Thru Different Eyes.” 
Lowe ftried° to miss Baxter by a 
narrow margin ‘but miscalculated, 
powder from the blank entering the 
back of Baxter’s hand. Latter re- 
sumed.-work. following removal of 
powder, but is presen. 


—=—— 


“BALLYHOO” ‘LEAD CHANGE 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Joan. Crawford, ‘Instead of Norma 
Shearer, will be starred in “Bally- 
hoo” (M. G.). 

Story had been bought for Miss 
Shearer, but it is understood in- 
stead she will appear in a circus 
yarn. Dialog for “Ballyhoo” being 
written by Gladys Unger. 








Only “Follies’” Story Left 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Last of the component parts, the 
11th, of “Fox’s ModVietone Follies” 
has been’ coripletéd: 
Company- is’ now rehearsing the 
story written by Harlan Thompson 
and designed to weave a thread of 
romance through the picture. 





Small’s 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Edward. Small’s first production, 
releasing through Columbia, will be 
an all-talker, “Broadway Hoofer.” 
This is an original. by Howard J. 
Green who also.wrote the continu- 
ity in dialog. 


“Hoofer” 








Oldtimer’s Farewell | 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Tally’s, grind picture house 
and at one time the de luxe 
site of the town, passes out of 
existence May 1. It is to be 
torn down by the May Co., de- 
partment store, to make room 
for a 10-story addition. 

Mike Rosenberg, olditime 

man, in association with 
the May Co., recently took 
over the lease of the house 
and for its last two months 
are staging a series of re- 


vivals of former popular 
screen epochs as sort of a 
farewell. House, which has 


had a 15 and 25 cent gate, has 
boosted its tariff to .65 cents, 
with many of the oldtime pic-: 
ture actors turning out to pay 
their respects to the house in 
which their premiere screen 
efforts were originally 
screened. 











Laemmle Turns Back for 
ist Time; Returns to Coast 


Young Carl Laemmle’s economy 
fever is said to be sending Laemmle 
pere back te the coast after having 
gotten just close enough to Broad- 
way to hear it clearly by radio. The 
elder Laemmle has been at Hot 
Springs, Ark., and it’s about the 
first time Universal's head has 
never completed a trans-continental 
jaunt that he started. 

Reports state the film president 
didn’t get much rest at the resort 
what with one thing and another. 
His boy was chopping heavily and 
there was a wave of wires and 
phone calls. 

Eastern Laemmleites, feel certain 
that there will be a much bigger 
home-coming for Uncle Carl than 
before the wind blew through Uni- 
versal City. 





Psycho Assignment 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Helen Ruth Mann, 16-year-old 
blonde. who played in Universal's 
“Broadway” chorus, has been given 
a part in Pat Rooney’s short, “The 
Royal Pair.” 

Assignment is the result of a 
mental analysis by Dr. William 
Marston, U’s studio psycho expert. 


Florida No Rest 


H. M. Warner doesn’t figure a 
couple of weeks in Florida a vaca- 
tion. 

He’s leaving for Europe March 
20 for what he describes as a “real 
rest.” 








DOWLING AT COHAN? 

Eddie Dowling’s first all-talking 
picture, “Broadway Bound,” is ten- 
tatively slated for the Cohan thea- 
tre at $2. Production made inde- 
pendently on the Coast by Sono- 
Art, in which Dowling is financially 
interested. 

Matter isn’t closed,. but negotia- 
tions are on. If settled the Broad 
way premiere will be late in April. 





TRADES FILMS FOR FURS 


Los Angeles, March 12, 

Alexander Ikanokoff, former Rus- 
sian general in the Czar’s army, 
has decided to give up his picture 
career. He returns to New York 
to engage in the fur business. 

Ikanokoff’s last picture is “Dyna- 
mite,” M-G-M. - 


MARION DAVIES AN EXHIB 


Los Angeles, March 12.° 
Marion Davies will become an ex- 
hibitor. 
She has a plot of land in Santa 
Monica and>».will build thereon. a 
1,200-seat film theatre. 








Corinne Griffith Sailing 

Los Angeles, March 12. 
Corinne Griffith sails from New 
York March 22 for a three months’ 
visit to France, Germany and Italy. 
She will be accompanied by Oliver 
Morosco, Jr., her husband, and 

William Goetz, business manager. 





Par. After Spottiswood 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Paramount is negotiating with 
James Spottiswood to appear in two 
pictures, one of which calls for him 
in support of George Bancroft. 





Andy Rice M-G-M Gagger 
Los Angeles, March 12, 
Andy Rice, the vet vaude and 
film gag man, has been added to 
the M-G-M staff. He will work on 
the next Dane-Arthur reiease, sup- 





plying gags. 





Union Reps East With 
Agreement on Cameramen 


‘Los Angeles, March 12. 

Conferences and investigations inte 
the working conditions of camera- 
men have been going on here by 
Guy L. Currier, of Boston, chair 
man of the producers’ committee 
on internationa] labor conditiong 
and W. F. Canavan and Richard 
Green, president and secretary of 
the IATSE. Currier has had a num- 
ber of meetings with members of 
the Producers’ Association, while 


Canavan and Green have been mak- 
ing a survey of studio conditions. 


Negotiations have been going on 
over the camera situation for more 
than a year, with the committees in 
existence three years. Besides Cur- 
rier on the producers’ committee 
are Nicholas M. Schenck, Sidney 
Kent, R. H. Cochrane and W. R, 
Sheehan. Representing the worke- 
ing crafts. are Canavan, Joseph N, 
Weber and representatives of the 
carpenters, painters and _ scenic 
artists and electrical international 
unions. Canavan, Green and Cur- 
rier, it is reported, return to New 
York with a draft of an agreement 
covering the cameramen as well as 
working conditions for other crafts 
to be submitted to the two com-¢ 
mittees. 


In the event the committees can- 
not agree, a provision is made for 
arbitration. It is said the com- 
mittees have already agreed on a 
joint report covering the question 
of wage raised by projectionists 
employed in studios. 

Cameramen’s Union, Local 659, 
was organized here last summer 
after a similar one was started in 
New York. With the latest increase 
in initiation fees by Local 659, the 
cost is now graded as follows: First 
cameramen, Akeley cameramen and 
first process, $500; second camera- 
men, still photographers and sec- 
ond process, $250; assistant camera- 
men, $125; news cameramen, $100, 
and industrial cameramen, $25. 


Roxy’s De Luxe Chariot 
Faw Down; He’s. Unhurt 


On Thursday (March 7) Ss. L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) had a $28,000 Mer- 
cedes and felt pretty good. On Fri- 
day he still felt pretty gpod. 

Driving to Stroudsburg, Pa., to 
speak at an American Legion din-~ 
ner, Rothafel’s car turned around 
thrice and over twice, with not one 
of the three occupants scratched. 
B, P. Aarons, Roxy’s ‘secretary, and 
Frank Bond, chauffeur, were the 
other occupants. 

Accident ‘occurred as ‘the car was 
reaching the end of a curve near 
Belvidere, N. J. The boys weren't 
stopping to. picnic when a right 
rear tire blew. As the driver tried 
to hold the car on the road the 
left front went, making a horizontal 
pinwheél of the machine which 
finally went off the road and did a 
doubie roli. The pariy went on to 
Stroudsburg where  Rothafel kept 
his engagement and Cadillaced it 
back to New York in time to set 
his anniversary show. 

The 5,600 pounds Rothafel lost 
is still in Jersey covered by in- 
surance. 








Joint’s Defiant 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

In deffance of a court injunction 
and with four members of the com- 
pany and two barkers in jail, op- 
erators of “Paris by Night,” Main 
street honky-tonk and - come-on 
show have reopened and are run- 
ning full blast. 

‘The only thing missing is the 
barker. Even without the bally- 
hoo a fresh line of chumps is fall- 
ing for the racket. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Ben Hecht. 

Josiah Zuro. 

Dr. Francis Gromon. 
W. :R. Sheehan. 
Clara Bow. 

Ted Lewis 

William Fox. 
Florenz Ziegfeld. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Louella Parsons. 
Ed Moore. 

E: B. Derr. 
Milton Bern 
John J. Murdock, 
'Tom Gormon. 
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Gov't Outlines Conspiracy Case 
Against Boards and Hays Assn 








U. S. Départment of Justice open- 
ed its case against the Film Boards 
and members of the Producers and 
Distributors, declaring the govern- 
ment will show a conspiracy on the 
part of the defendants to coerce, or 
intimidate purchasers of theatres 
into assuming contracts of the form- 
er owners. The charge is that this 
is done by shutting off or threaten- 
ing to discontinue service unless 
the new owner assumes contract 
obligations of the former. 

The Hays forces are now faced 
with new opposition, since the in- 
vestigation was first announced, ow- 
ing to changes in the independent 
map of the country. Independent 
theatre owners formerly friendly to- 
wards the Hays organization are 
now members of the Allied Asso- 
eiation, headed by Abram F. My- 
ers, and will be called as witnesses 
during the investigation. 

Regardiess of testimony, how- 
ever, legal opinion inclines to the 
belief that cases of this nature may 
be prolonged indefinitely and, if 
solved, decision may come at a time 
when few independent theatre own- 
ers are left to benefit. 

In the argument heard Monday 
counsel for the government said 
that when exhibitors were refused 
service on account of the rulings 
of the credit committees they could 
not seek relief in court. 

Under the present conditions 
independent exhibitors are com- 
pletely subject to the unjust, 
prejudiced jurisdiction of the 
Film Boards of Trade. Between 
the credit committees and his ar- 
bitration regulations Hays has con- 
tributed largely to the strength of 
chain theatre growth in the country 
by the hindrance of independent 
theatre operation. If a decision ren- 
dered by a Film Board of Trade 
seems unfair the exhibitor has no 
right to go to court. ; 

In arbitration the film companies 
are represented by branch managers 
while the independent exhibitors 
are represented by exhibitors who 
are easily intimidated by the ex- 
change men, either fearing retalia- 
tion in some form or another, or 
willing to render a decision against 
the men they represent for possible 
favors and credits which may be 
Obtained from the exchanges. 

The arbitration problem will be 
taken up in the second government 
action during the week. Monday and 
Tuesday were devoted mainly to the 
credit committee investigations. 

The government counsel Monday 
asked for an injunction against the 
alleged conspiracy, on the grounds 
that this credit agreement is re- 
straint of interstate trade and com- 
merce. 

In defense Edwin P. Grosvenor, 
representing the film companies, 
pointed out that in the picture busi- 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Mgrs. Change 
, Seattle, March 12. 

When the new Fox, formerly the 
Mayflower, opens April 15 under 
Fox-West Coast management, L. R. 
Golden, now manager at the War- 
field, San ancisco, will be in 
charge. 

Richard Spier, city manager for 
the rcuit in Tacoma, succeeds 
Golden at the Warfield, with Dave 
Dow, formerly with the William 
Grey circuit in New England, go- 
ing to Tacoma. House will have 
“Broadway Meledy” (M-G) for its 
opening attraction. 

Other shifts of Fox-W. C. house 
managers take George Christo- 
phers7n from the Westlake, Los An- 
geles, to the Strand, Pasadena; 
Tom McDonald goes from the Wil- 
shire to the Westlake, and J. L. 


Minniely from Strand to the Wil- 
Shire, 





LINA’S RETURN DATE 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Lina Basquette plays a return 
engagement at Loew’s State, open- 
ing March 21, three months after 
her first appearance with a Fanchon 
and Marco unit. 

She will be on the bill in connec- 
tion with DeMille’s “Godless Girl,” 
im which she has a leading role, 





Leave Pathe 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Casey Robinson, director, and 
Houston Branch, writer, have left 
Pathe. 
E Robinson was to have directed 
Listen Baby” for the company. 





vv 





Up Pops “Slickum” 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

A year ago he was a boot- 
black on the G-M lot. They 
called him “Slickum.” Irving 
Thalberg took a fancy to him 
and hired him as his chauf- 
feur eight months ago. To- 
day he’s second assistant di- 
rector to King Vidor on an all- 
colored picture, “Hallallujah.” 

Now they call him William 
Harrison. He's the only col- 
ored assistant director on the 
Coast. 


4. 











BUFFALO EASES OFF 


“Dummy” Drops Buffalo to $23,900— 
Great Lakes Dives $10,000— 

: Buffalo, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, ) 
Weather: Cold and Stormy 

Business veered off last week, but 
takings were fairly evenly distrib- 
uted all round. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
— ‘The Dummy,” dialog (Par), and 
Publix unit. Boxoffice slumped al- 
most $10,000 here last week, despite 
a good card; $23,900. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 35-60)— 
“Shady Lady” (Pathe) and vaude. 
Good show, but down to $16,000. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 35-60)— 
“Canary Murder Case,” dialog 
(Par). Thriller held up well for 
second week; $13,500. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 30-40- 
65)—"Stolen Kisses.” Felt slump the 
most, takings falling exceptionally 
low; about $10,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35-60)— 
“Show Folks” (Pathe) and vaude. 
Slump here also, but.on whole busi- 
ness as well as could be expected; 
over $13,000. 








PROVIDENCE PROTESTS 
Town Rampant on “Redeeming 


Sin’s” Religious Ritual 





Providence, March 12, 
Catholic population here was up 
in arms over the religious ritual in 
“The Redeeming Sin” (W. B.), which 


played last week at the Majestic. 
Row started over dialog scene be- 
tween Lionel Belmore and Dolores 
Costello in which Belmore, as French 
Catholic priest, recites the Lord’s 
Prayer with the Protestant ending. 

Local newspapefs were flooded 
with complaints as more than 60 
per cent of the local population is 
Catholic. Rumpus started too late 
to have any effect on business, but 
it’s doubtful if the feature will be 
booked for second run houses here. 





MODEL SOUND ROOM 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Pathe’s new sound projection 
building is intended to be a model 
of its kind. Auditorium, 35 by 60 
feet, will have a proscenium arch 
and stage. Latter will be four feet 
deep and have regulation: drapes. 
Will seat 55 persons and accommo- 
date desks for three stenographers. 
Under supervision of William Har- 
ris, chief projectionist for the stu- 
dio, three projection machines in 
four positions will give double 
equipment for sound on film both 
singly and doubled with image. 
Turntables for disk attachments 
are to be installed later. A sound 
cutting room will be installed on 
the ground floor below the projec- 
tion room. 





BERN RESIGNS 


_Los Angeles, March 12. 
Paul Bern resigned from Pathe 
today (Tuesday). He was dissatis- 
fied with his status, finding that 
whereas he was supposed to be pro- 
duction chief, several other execu- 
tives appeared to have similar au- 
thority. 
He is understood to have an offer 
from one of the major companies. 





TEC-ART TAKES W. E. 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Tec-Art studios will install West- 
ern Electric’s system at its studios 
upon completion f work in sound 
proofing the silent stages. 

This is the second studio leasing 
space to independent producers to 
adopt W. E. 


, 


VARIETY 7 











Static Elimmator Elimmates 
Inventor’s Front Teeth 


Chicago, March 13. 

This is a story of elimination. 

An invention that promised to 
eliminate static out of talking pic- 
tures and later failed, succeeded in 
eliminating a set of front teeth 
from Samson Samsonsen, the in- 
ventor. 

Eliminator was Adolph Salzman, 
who bought the invention for his 
sound device, Movie Phone. Salz- 
man later claimed in court that 
Samsonsen obtained money from 
him under false pretenses. The 
latter’s static eliminator, he said, 
not only eliminated the static but 
the voices on the screen as well. 
“And for that he broke my teeth, 
your honor,” Samsonsen told the 
judge. “That's right,” declared 
Salzman, “sue me.” And it looks 
like that’s what Samsonsen will 
have to do. 


U Plenty Busy 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Universal has attained its highest 
production peak since November. 
Five sound units now in work in- 
clude “Broadway,” “Scandal,” “Un- 








| der the Southern Cross” and two 


short subjects featuring the Pat 
Rooneys and the “Collegians.” 

Silent units working are “Points 
West,” Hoot Gibson; “The Wagon- 
master,” Ken Maynard, and a short 
comedy subject. Another feature 
will be added to the list next week 
when Reginald Denny atartsa. 





Rayart’s Raytone 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

W. Ray Johnston, head of Ray- 
art Pictures, here from New York, 
brought with him a recording disk 
device and two electrical experts. 
Latter are subjecting the apparatus, 
which will be known as Raytone, to 
tests in order to adjust it to the 
local current. 

Upon completion of preparations 
several subjects containing sound 
and dialog will be produced by 
Trem Carr at the Mack Sennett 
studios for Rayart, first of a pro- 
gram of 18 for the season. 


F. N.’s Sextette 


Los Angeles, March 12, 

First National will have six pic- 
tures simultaneously in work by 
Mareh 19. Meanwhile, two now in 
production will be completed. 
These are “Careers” and “Broad- 
way Babies.” 

Six are “Girl in the Glass Cage,” 
“Twin Beds,” “When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling,” untitled subjects 
starring Dorethy Mackaill and 
Richard Barthelmess, and an all- 
star picture to be directed by John 
Griffith Wray. This studio has 
had three or four pictures in work 
simultaneously since Jan. 11 


GOLDWYN’S NEXT MAY 1 
Los Angeles, March 12, 
Sam Goldwyn completed his lat- 
est Vilma Banky -feature but will 
not start production om any new 
picture before May l. At that time 
“The River Gambler,” being pre- 
pared by Joseph Hergesheimer goes 
into production with Ronald Col- 
man. * 
“The Gambler” has been deferred 
for weather and political conditions 
in Mexico. 


M-G’S FOUR MORE STAGES 
Los Angeles, March 132, 
Fred Pelton, who returned from 
New York recently, where he 
handled sound work for Bristol- 
phone, has been engaged as consult- 
ing sound engineer at the M-G-M 
studios, 
Pelton is making a survey prior 
to plans for the erection ef four 
additional sound stages on this ‘ot. 


T-S DROPS “FAUST” 
Los Angeles, March 12. 














plans to make the screem version 
of “Faust.” 

Company will lease space at the 
Mack Sennett sound studios for 
synchronization of its pictures un- 
til recording equipment can be in- 
stalled in its owm studios, 


U NAILS DOWN HARLAN 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

When Universal recently exer- 
cised its option on Otis Harlan con- 
tract had but one year of a five- 
year term to go. 

Firm has recalled the old con- 
tract and written a new one for four 








years. 


Tiffany-Stahl hag abandoned all 





— 


850 Lbs.—$300 Panes 





To standardize photography 
at M-G-M’s eastern studio 
during a three months’ spe- 
cial assignment, Ira Morgan, 
M-G-M’s chief cameraman, re- 
built the camera booth several 
times trying to eliminate vi- 
bration. 

Booths now used are 
weighed down with 850 pounds 
of cement, Special optical glass 
windows, costing $300 per pane, 
are employed so as to avoid 
filtering through ordinary plate 
glass. These panes of glass 
require two and _ one-half 
months to manufacture in the 
required size. 











E 
“JIMMY” $25,450, BOSTON 


Memorial Up for $27,800—Met Fair 
With “Lash,” $36,600 | 
Boston, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, ,000) 
Weather: Rain and Cold 
None of the picture palaces Vast 
week did a whale of a business with 
the exception of the State, where 
“Jimmy Valentine” gave the house 
a solid week at $25,450. 
Met, with $36,600, isn’t doing what 
can be considered big business. 








Keith-Memorial surpriged by the} 


way Harry Langdon brought in cus- 
tomers for $27,800. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Pub) (4,000; 50-65- 
75)—“Captain Lash, sound (Fox). 
Fair at $36,600. 

Keith-Memcrial (3,000; $1)— 
“Naughty Boy” (FN). Better than 
usual with Harry Langdon on stage; 
$27,800. 

eith-Albee (vaudfilm) (3,000; 50- 
60)—“Last Warning,” dialog (U). 
Better than $20,000. 

Loew’s State (vaudfilm)—“Jimmy 
Valentine,” dialog (M-G). Had nice 
week at $25,450. 





7 — — 
Gloria Singing 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Gloria SWanson’s next for U. A. 
release is to be an original by Ed- 
mund Goulding. Latter will also 
direct and has been placed under a 
personal contract for one year by 
J, P. Kennedy, producing these pic- 
tures. 

Miss Swanson has been taking 
vocal for years and will sing in this 
picture. Film will be made at the 
Pathe studio as soon as “Queen 
Kelley” is completed. Story is mod- 
ern, with Chicago locale, 


Film’s 77 Cameramen 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

International Photographer for 
March prints the names of 77 cam- 
eramen who have worked on “Hell's 
Angels” (Caddo) since it went into 
production 16 months ago. 

Some of these have been’ em- 
ployed for the entire time. Number 
is a record for one production, 


_ Par’s Byrd Special 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Shots made by two Paramount 
cameramen attached to the Byrd 
South Pole Expedition will be 
shown as a special feature by that 








organization. 


Joe Rucker and Williard Vander- 
veer are the photographers, 





SEEK ORIENTALS 


Los Angeles, March 12, 
Paramount has run into a snag in 
procuring the necessary number of 
Chinese actors for atmosphere and 
bit parts for “Fu Manchu.” Studios 
found it necessary to call on sur- 
rounding cities for reinforcments. 
Doubling of whites could not be 
permitted as the picture is a. all- 
talker. 





ST. CLAIR ON “RIO” 
Los Angeles, March 12, 
Radio will sign Malcolm St. Clair 
to direct “Rio Rita,” now scheduled 
to start production June 1. 
An attempt will be made to se- 
cure as many members of the orig- 
inal stage production as possible, 





U’s Talking Western 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Gladys McConnell, opposite Ken 
Maynard in his first for U. 
It will be a sound and talker 
western, directed by Joe Brown. 





‘ Holding Dot Sebastian 
Los Angeles, March 12, 
With her contract expiring short- 
ly, M-G-M will take up a six 
months’ option on Dorothy Sebas- 
tian. 





fon its short s 


M-G NOW USING 
UPPER-LOWER 
N. Y. STAGES 


Has Ist Sound Truck— 
Pathe Starting Long One 
—Par’s Additions 





M-G-M’s eastern studio has its 
sound system perfected so that re- 
cording is now possible simultane- 
ously on both upper and lower 
stages. This has largely eliminated 
the night recording, particularly on 
the musical synchronization of 
Coast made features formerly done 
after the regular talking short pro- 
duction had been suspended for the 
day. 

Studio last week also received 
its first Movietone truck equipment 
for exteriors. It is planned to use 
this largely in synchronization 
where authentic street noises will 
be added instead of faked. With 
their facilities now marshaled and 
co-ordinated M-G is concentrating 
ule which, in the 
future, is to include small girl acts 
and flashes with light skits included, 
Ballard MacDonald is now prepar- 
ing a script of this type. 


This studio has made 108 shorts 
in the east to date. Most recent 
recordings, directed by Nick Grinde, 
are Georgie Price, Tito Ruffo, who 
will make three numbers; Mme, 
Kurenko, Yvette Rugel, Happiness 
Boys and Clyde Doerr’s sax octette. 
Larry Williams is the new chief 
cameraman, with Ira Morgan, who 
organized the photographic end, re- 
turning to the Coast to resume fea- 
ture production activity. 


Pathe’s Full Length 


With the return Friday of Rob- 
ert Kane work of preparing, cast- 
ing and finding a title for Gene 
Markey’s new story started at 
Pathe. Morton Downey is to be 
featured in this all-talker 
will start shooting af®und March 
18. Bradley Barker will direct, 
with James Seymour dia- 
log. Meanwhile, Pathe is occupied 
by George LeMaire’s two-xeel com- 
edies. These include “A Perfect 
Day,” with Louis Simons, Dick 
Mansfield, Joe Kane, Kate Mallory, 
‘Anna Rutledge, Anna Middleton, 
Anna Fink and Joseph Donahue, the 
last four children. LeMaire,* Joe 
Phillips and Verree Teasdale ap- 
pear in “Birdie’s Bride.” Louis 
Simons is scheduled for a third sub- 
ject entitled “The Window Washer.” 
LeMaire is directing all of the 
shorts and appearing personally in 
some of them. Mostly vaudeville 
people used. 


After synchronizing “Leather- 
neck” and “Square Shooters,” Coast 
made Pathe silent features, Josiah 
Zuro, Pathe’s Damrosch, and Dr. 
Francis Gromon have left for Holly- 
wood to remain there doing musical 
work for this firm. Upon Zuro’s 
return to the east in the spring 
Pathe will produce Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s “The Mikado” and fol- 
low that with “Pinafore.” 


Leading man for “Jealousy” at 
Paramount is Anthony Bushnell, 
young English actor who replaced 
Leslie Howard in the stage produc 
tion of “Her Cardboard Lover.” 
Two new appointments at this Long 
Island studio include Paul Sprunck, 
former Cecil DeMille’s trick photog- 
raphy man, assigned to head new 
photographic effects department, 
Mort Blumenstock, from the Coast, 
will act as editor of silent versions 
of all eastern Paramount talkers, 
Joseph Santley has been signed to 
@ year’s contract as a director and 
Robert Florey, his co-director on 
“Cocoanuts,” has gone to Havana 
on a belated honeymoon, 

Harry Delf is producing some 
shorts independently at the DeFor- 
est studio. Delf formerly functioned 
on the Fox lot in Hollywood. 


COLUMBIA’S SOUND TRUCK 
Los Angeles, March 12, 

Columbia will start recording 
sound pictures at its Gower Street 
studios as soon as the portable 
sound recording truck arrives next 
week, 

Installation of equipment on the 
first sound stage will be ready with- 
in another month. Meantime the 
truck will be used on a temporary 








sound stage. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








| Weary Boosts L. A. Par Near $40,000: 
Papers Pan Guinan, But $24,500 Fair 





‘Bellamy Trial’ Weak at 


Out to $16,500—Boul’s 


» 
» 


State, $25,800—‘Arizona’ 
Silent Film $6,500 





; 
| . Los Angeles, March 12. 


(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Lent is not hurting houses with 
erack talking pictures. Paramount 
came-back last week with “Weary 
River” for close to $40,000, while 
the Chinese, with “Broadway Mel- 
ody” is still capacity in its sixth 
week at $34,300. On the other hand, 
Loew's State, with “Bellamy Trial” 
slipped, and Warner’s “Queen of the 
Night Clubs,” hit about the same 
gross as did “Conquest” on its first 
week, $24,500. Bad. Take for the 
Guinan picture was beyond expecta- 
tions, as all daily papers rapped it 
heavily. 

Carthay Circle, with “Divine 
Lady” in its sixth and final week, 
hit below five figures. For the 
length of time this picture has been 
in mo one can complain, “Iron 
Mask” opens here this week. 

“Strange Cargev” made little im- 
pression at the United Artists in its 
inal stanza and “Hearts in Dixie” 
may do three weeks here. 

Egyptian had a celient week 
with “Lady of e Pavements,” 
while “What a Night,” at the Boule- 
vard, was no panic, but all right on 
the week. 

“In Old Arizona,” after 10 weeks 
at the Criterion, bowed out.to one of 
the biggest grosses any picture has 
ever totaled in that house. Film 
brought the house more profit than 
: anything it has played in five years. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (FW-C) — “What a 
night” (Par) (2,164; 25-50). Not 
being sound picture, they didn’t get 
so excited; trade moderate at 
around $6,500. 


Carthay Circle (FW-C)—“Divine 
Lady,” sound (FN) (1,500; 25-$1.50) 
(6th week). Bowed out at end of 

_ this stanza with around $9,000; had 
good run. 
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Criterion (FW-C)—“In Old Ari- 
zona,” dialog (Fox) (1,600; 25-75). 
Clipped along at healthy pace with 
take for final 10 days $16,500; per- 
feet for profit, ledger; great on 10 
weeks’ stay. 

Egyptian (FW-C-UA)— 
the Pavements,” sound (UA 
25-75). 
proved 
$9,950. 

Grauman’s Chinese (UAyY — 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G) 
(2,029; 50-$1.50) (6th week). Still 
turning them away; $34,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew-FW-C)— 
“Bellamy Trial,” dialog (M-G) 
(2,248; 25-$1). Didn’t go for this 
one; stage show none too strong 
either; $25,800. 

Paramount (Pub) — “Weary 
River,” dialog (FN) (3,595; 25-75). 
Coming in at pop prices and well 
heralded; hit within few dollars of 
$40,000. 

United Artiste’ (UA)—“Strange 
Cargo,” dialog (Pathe) (2,100; 25- 
$1). Not a sizzler; finished second 
stanza close to $8,000; not too good. 

Warner Brothers (WB)—“Queen 
of Night Clubs,” dialog (WB) 
(2,756; 25-75) (ist week). Tex 
Guinan not so forte with news- 
papers; despite the pans near $24,- 
500; fair. 


Saenger $20,000, N. 0.; 


'y of 
(1,800; 
With sound records .im- 
ingferest to. the extent of 
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New Orleans, March 12, 
(Drawing population, 475,000) 

“In Old Arizona,” the first con- 
versational western, failed to mean 
muca to Loew’s State, dropping the 
house $2,000 from previous week. It 
was a week of furrowed brows for 
alt house managers. : 

Saenger’s and “The Awakening” 
reached $20,000, topping this village, 
but it is not a distinguished splash. 

i Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50) “In Old 
Arizona” dialog (Fox). Not the 
business house has been doing, but 
$17,400 shows profit; vaueville 
counts here, 

Saenger (3,568; 65) “The Awaken- 
ing,” sound (U. A.) Vilma Banky 
feature liked; improved gross from 
previous week for $20,000; okay but 
not big; new m. ¢. opened last week, 
_ Teal, and warmly received. 

rpheum (2,400; 50) “Singapore 
Mutiny” (Radio). House had an- 
other “Singapore” picture few weeks 
vaude. 
ago; down to $9,200, not smart: with 

Strand (2,200: 30) “Scarlet Seas,” 
sound (FN). Richard Barthelmess 
not a sure magnet in this burg; 





ao 

udor (800; 50) “Little Wildcat,” 
dialoz (WH). Paced below normal; 
$2,900. ° 


‘Arizona’ at $17,400 


SEATTLE ROLLS ALONG; 
STH AVE.’S $18,000 HIGH 
$13,600 for ‘Hardboiled’— 


‘Whoopee’ $5,100—‘Mask’ 
$10,500—Seattle $15,000 | 





Seattle, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Warmer and Clear 


New wien ae agen (West Coast) 
opens Apfil 15 with “Broadway 
Melody” (M-G). This will give 
Seattle ancther de luxe first run. 
Location is about two blocks from 
Orpheum, and the same distance 
from the Fifth Avenue, at present 
the town’s Rialto. 


Business improved last week. 
Seattle theatre celebrated its first 
anniversary and business was good. 
New stunt here is “overture pres- 
entation” produced locally from best 
talent available booked by the E. J. 
Fisher offices. Similar style to Par- 
amount, Los Angeles. Used 26 peo- 
ple last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60) “Car- 
mation Kid” dialog (Par). Anni-— 
versary bill advertised as all comedy 
features; good stage show and 
dandy biz; $15,000. 

Fifth Ave. (WC) (2,500; 25-60) 
ne ” dialog (Pathe). 

ystery talker failed to draw so 
heavy; fair at $18,000. 


Coliseum (WC) (1,800; 25-35) 
Let’s Make Whoopee” (Fox). 
Smooth sailing for $5,190. 

Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-35) 
“Home Towners” dialog (WB). 


Good with $3,750. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50- 
715) “Stolen Kisses” (WB). Okay as 


pro icture; $5,000. 
Sole * pene (Hamrick) (1,000; 50- 


75) “Iron Mask” sound (UA). In 
> ager week and going strong; $10,- 


Winter Garden (U Chain) “Wild 


Blood” (U). Around $2,800. 
Pantages (1,500; 25-60) “The 
Shakedown” (U). Vaude average 


and biz just fair; $6,600. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-$1) “Hard- 
boiled” (Radio) and vaude. Sally 
O’Neil recently in town in person; 
asa a stage draw; biz big; 


“Barker” Holds Over 
In Toronto at $10,000 


(Drawing Population, 700,600) 
Weather: Blizzards 

Toronto, March 12. 
Howling winds that brought 
snow kept picture fans at home last 
week. Everything dropped a couple 
of . thousand, except the Tivoli 
which jumped $2,000 to $10,000 for 
“The Barker” (FN) and which held 
over. . 
Uptown slid to $13,000 with “The 
Doctor’s Secret” (Par), but it closed 
strong. Loew's had a good bill 
headed by “All at Sea” (MG), but 
the Dane-Arthur combination was 
hot strong enough for the weather. 
Off $4,000 to $20,500. 
Pantages had “The Rescue” and 
the - Sharkey-Stribling fight pictures 








Saddles” (Pathe) didn’t mean much 
at the Hippodrome. Good vaude 
bill helped the house to almost §12,- 
tay All neighborhoods took a tum- 
e. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Uptown (FP)—‘“Doctor’s Secret,” 
dialog (Par) (35-65; 3,000). Fell 
$4,000 because of weather, but led 
town at $13,000; stage show gets 
credit for much of pull; “Wolf of 
Wall Street” (Par) opened Satur- 


day. 
Hippodrome (FP)—‘“Silks and 
Saddles” (Pathe) (2,600; 30-60). 


Not taken very seriously, but stage 
show strong; fair at $12,000. 
Pantages (FP)—“The Rescue,” 
sound (UA) (3,460; 30-60). Good 
stage show and Sharkey-Stribling 
fight pictures; better than $11,000, 
but dailies panned fight so heavily 
fans stayed away. 
s (2,300; 30-60)—“All at 
Sea” (M-G). Dane and Arthur 
usually good for a better than aver- 
age here, but weather too much this 
time; a drop at $10,500. 
Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 35-65)—“The 
Barker,” dialog (FN). Only picture 
in town to build over previous 
week; strong. at $10,000 and held 
over; one cut in dialog made by 

















The New York “Times,” Wednesday, 
March 6, 1929, said: 


“Gillmores Hosts at Palm Beach. 
General and wife and their daugh- 
ter give dinner dance at Bath and 
Tennis Club.” 

Oo of the most important events 
of the Palm Beach season. 
MEYER. DAVIS’. NEW. YORK 
ORCHESTRA furnished the music. 
Meyer Davis’ music is the regular 
Ser at the Bath and Tennis 
Club. 





Spring Bumps 


for. about $14,000 and “Silks .and. 


Friscer 


‘Orchids’ Does $33,500 


San Francisco, March 12. 
(Drawing Pop., 762,000) 
Weather: Fair and Rain 


Sunshine and spring weather 
proved too much for amusement 
seekers the early part of last week. 
Business slumped. Warfield suf- 
fered least of all. “Wild Orchids” 
lured the crowds and while there 
was a slight fall in the matinees, 
nights came through nicely. Re- 
sult was about $33,500 
Granada had “Carnation Kid” 
and was all right at $23,800, while 
the California made money on the 
run of “Wolf of Wall Street” which 
closed Wednesday and was fol- 
lowed by “Weary River.” Latter 
off to good start. Embassy decided 
to prolong “Redeeming Sin” until 
March 13. St. Francis fell down 
with “Lucky Boy” on second week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Warfield (Loew-WC)—"Wild Or- 
chids” sound (M-G) (2,672; 50-65- 
90). Suffered slightly from light 
mats early in week but came back 
strong; $33,500 for Garbo. 
Granada (Publix) — “Carnation 
Kid” dialog (Par) (2,698; 35-50-60- 
Nights held up; pretty good 
at $23,800. 
California (Publix) — “Wolf of 
Wall Street” dialog (Par) (2,200; 
35-50-65-90). Third and final week 
held up fairly well; $11,600. 
St. Francis (Publix) — “Lucky 
Boy” dialog (T-S) (1,375; 35-50- 
65). Second week very poor, $6,- 
400 








Embassy (Wagnon)—“Redeeming 
Sin” dialog” (WB) (1,367; 50-65- 
90). Went better than expected; 
$13,500. Extending run to second 
week, 


SYRACUSE DROPS 


Loew’s $18,000 with Garbo—Keith’s 
$13,000—Ecke!, $7,500 











. Syracuse, N, Y¥., Marcha12. 
(Drawing -Pop., 220,000) 
Weather: Cold 

Income tax and Lent is making 
itself felt, business generally drop- 
ping in all ‘houses. 

Loew’s State ‘still leads the col- 
umn with $18,000, which isn’t bad, 
but adding vaude has jumped the 
cost $4,000, and advertising some 
$1,800. 

Keith’s, with Will Mahoney on 
a return date, did $13,000, below 
the average for the house. Tem- 

le; adding pictures to its Mutual 

heel shows, found the shift meant 

about $1,100 more for the first 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew's State (2,908; 25-50)— 
“Wild Orchids” sound (M-G) and 
vaude. Gross about $18,000; maybe 
an even ak. 

Strand (Ind) (1,600; 20-40)— 
“Greyhound Limited,” dialog (WB). 
Near $7,000. 

Empire (Ind) (1,491; 40)—‘Mar- 
riage by Contract” sound (T-S). 
About $5,000. 

Eckel (Schine) (1,446; 35)—“My 
Man” dialog (WB). For three days 
and then “In Old Arizona,” dialog 
(Fox). “My Man” was set for two 
weeks, but pulled after flopping at 
gtart of second week; total for 
week, $7,500. Brice film account- 
ing for about $3,000. 

Keith’s (2,514; 20-50)—Vaudfilm. 
Another $13,000 week in spite of 
Will Mahoney’s return date. 





Silent “Drummond” Too 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
With the dialog version of “Bull- 
dog Drummond,” Ronalé Colman, 
virtually ‘completed, Goldwyn has 








censors. 





Tacoma Not Ba ) for “Grey- 
hound,” With “Redskin” $4,300 





Tacoma, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Fair 
“Redskin” attracted the most at- 
tention last week at Rialto. “Grey- 
hound Limited” also showed good 
value at the Blue Mouse, 
“Restless Youth” was none too 
hot at the Pantages, but “Flying 
Fleet” packed thrills for the Colonial 
crowd. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60)—“Restlees 
Youth” (U), and vaude, Did $6,000. 
Biue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 50- 
75)—“Greyhound Limited,” dialog 
(WB). Okay show; $4,900. 
Rialto (WC) (1,250; 25-50)—"Red- 
skin.” sound (Par). Biz good at 
$4,300. ' 
Colonial (WC) (850; 25-50)—‘“Fly- 
ing Fleet,”- sound (M-G). Good 
draw for $3,800, 


‘CARGO’S’ $15,000 GIVES 
B’WAY PORTLAND'S LEAD 


Pan and ‘Barge’ $300 Ahead 
of ‘Kid’ with $13,500— 
Box $9,900 


Portland, Ore., March 12. 

(Drawing Population, 310,000) 
Publix birthday show cele- 
brated first anniv of the big 
Portland last week. Henry Busse, 
cornetist and new m.c., made his 
first appearance and okay. 
Hamrick has dropped early prices 
at the Music Box to 25 cents. 
Rachmaninoff’s concert, at the Audi- 
torium, proved big opposition for 
one night, Saturday, at $2.50 top. 
Seat sale indicated gross of around 
$4,000. 

_Estimates for Last Week 
Portland (Publix) (3,500; 35-60), 
“Carnation Kid,” dialog (Par). 
Moved fast and registered; Henry 
Busse, new m.c.; $13,200. 

Broadway (WC) (2,000; 35-60), 
“Strange Cargo,” dialog (Pathe). 
Entertaining all-talker went well; 
Fanchon and Marco stage show 
with Lina Bagquette in person; 
$15,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50), 
“Girl on the Barge,” dialog (U). 
Pathe sound news and vaude; good 
all-around bill; $13,500, 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35), 
“Naughty Baby” (FN). Fair, with 
Frazier Players in one-act dramatic 
sketch; $7,490. 

United Artists (Parker - WC) 
(1,200; 35-50), “Godless Girl,” (De- 
Mille). Held up fairly in ‘second 
week; $7,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50), “Queen of the Night Clubs,” 
dialog (WB). Texas Guinan good 
draw; $9,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 25- 
50), “Home Towners,” dialog (WB). 
On return showing, fair; $5,400. 


Hippodrome (Heilig) (2,000; 10- 
30), “Smoke.Bellew” and four vaude 
acts; around $5,000. 

Dufwin (Henry Duffy Players) 
(1,400; 25-$1.25), “Duicy,” with Don- 
ald Foster and Francis Dale. Popu- 
lar at $4,500, 


Footprints’ $22,000, St. L., 
Missouri Does $18,100 


St. Louis, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 
Weather: Cool and Clear 
Screen version of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose,” which clicked at the Am- 
bassador several weeks ago, went 
boom when they moved it to the 
Midtown for an extended run. It 
stayed but two weeks. Midtown 
was therefore dark last week and 
will remain so until the manage- 
ment can book another big picture. 
When it is reopened it will be to 
feature long run engagements. 
House will probably restart with 
“The Desert Song,” followed by 
“Noah’s Ark.” Admission price will 
be $1. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; %5-50-65-75) 
“Seven Footprints to Satan” sound 
(FN). Throwback to the old serial 
days; fast stage show; $22,200. 
Loew’s State (3,000; 25-35-65) 
“Wild Orchids” sound (M-G). In- 
teresting shorts listed Gus Edwards’ 
“Song and Dance Revue”; $19,200. 
Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75) 
“Stark Mad” dialog (WB). Very 
popular; Eddie Peabody's “Spice,” 
on stage, okay; $18,100. 
Grand Central (1,700; 50-75) 
“Canary Murder Case” dialog ¢Par) 
(2nd week). Plus Vita shorts; $11,- 
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Fox Near $31,000 
And Palace $23,000 


‘Washington, March 12. 


(Est. White Population, 450,000 
Weather: Rain ) 


With the parade honoring Hoover 
out of the way, the visitors, esti. 
mated an from 100,000 to 
500,000, ac to which daily 
you read, did some picture shop- 
ping. All did well last week, show- 
ing hefty increases with the excep. 
tion of Earle, which hung around 
the same figure as previous week, 
Each house got something like 
$1,000 extra on the midnight Sune 
day shows preceding the parade. 

Hea drops of previous week 
were Sainmonk by -#uch upward 
jumps as: Fox, $10,000; Palace, 
$7,000; Metropolitan, $9,000, and the 
Columbia, about $5,000. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—"Doctor's Sece 
ret,” dialog (Par), (1,282; 35-50). Got 
back to almost usual figures, though 
still somewhat off at $11,800; exe 
cellent, though, considering capace 
ity and scale. 


Earie (Stanley Co.)—*Redskin," 
sound (Par) (2,284; 36-50). Hung 
around regular figure of past sev- 
eral weeks; not so good considere- 
ing general upward trend; $14,600. 
Fox (Fox)-—“New Year’s Eve,” 
sound (Fox) and.stage show (3,434; 
35-50-75)... Lead town both in ine 
creased intake and grand total;' 
Johnny Marvin, Victor star, decided 
asset on stage; almost $31,000. 

' Met (Stanley Co.) — “Weary 
River,” dialog (FN). Back on right 
side of ledger, reported almost $21,<« 
000 and held over. 

Palace (Loew)—‘Desert Nights,” 
sound (M-G) and stage show (2,363; 
35-50). Returned with rush for 
Gilbert; biggest money this star has 
ry Png for sometime here; topped 


Minn. Henn at $17,000; 
‘Lady’ Fair on $12,500 


- Minneapolis, March 12, 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Unfavorable 

“Amos and Andy,” radio stars, 
and Leatrice Joy in person were 
box-office noise last week. On the 
whole, it was a’none too good week, 
Winter returned with a Vengeance, 
and the photoplays were unable to 
arouse. Of all the houses the Hen« 
nepin-Orpheum, with Miss Joy; 
made the best comparative showing, 

If it had not been for the single 
day’s personal appearance of ‘the 
radio pair the Minnesota, with 
“Redskin,” would have brodied bad- 
ly. Dix in technicolor was no lure 
to the local public. Air team was 
on the stage Monday and broke the 
house record for single day. 


“Lady of the Pavements,” at the 
State, made a better box-office 
showing that any of the D. W. Grif- 
fith pictures in years. 
there was plenty of room for im- 
provement, and it is stretching a 

oint to eall the week fair. After 

eing closed for more than a month 
Om account of poor business, the 
Strand, a wired loop house formerly 
playing super-specials, reopened a& 
@ second-run ‘sound gite. With 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” previously at 





under the new policy, business was 
reported satisfactory. Grand, an- 


doing well with a similar second= 
run policy. bin 
Estimates for Last Week 


100; 75)—“Redskin,” sound (Par), 
Publix stage unit and U. of Min. 
erack drill squad. . All around good 


ix apparently no longer a magnet, 
pares at Monday takings boosted 

y radio team on €, gross Was 
only $25,900. “hiss 3 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,200; 60) 
—‘Lady of the Pavements,” sound 
(UA) and stage show. Picture mod- 
erately liked and drew fairly; stage 
show pleased: $12,500. 

Hennepin- Orpheum (Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum) (2,890; 50-60)— 
“Annapolis” (Pathe) and vaude, 
Leatrice Joy in person and nearly 
all credit for fine draw goes to her; 
good’ vaude and cleyer exploitation 
of picture also factors; Sunday 
nearly a record breaker and Monday 
away above normal; bad weather 
mid-week cost house plenty; close 
to $17,000 very good. a 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,300; 35) 
—‘‘Adoration” (FN). ‘House con- 
tinues to go along at excellent clip 
since sound installation; picture and 
shorts won favor;, $3,900 fair. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50)—“Lone Wolf’s Daughter,” sound 
(Col) and vaude. Picture and vaude 





600, 


gave satisfaction but lacked b. 0. 
power; about normal around $7,900. 


the State, as the initial attraction 


Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,4, 


However, | 


other wired loop theatre, has been | 


programm, but picture Couldn't draw; - 
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Broadway Has a Quiet Week: 
Intense Cold Hurt—Roxy $84,200: 


Strand Up, $41,600; Capitol $76,600 





Prop smiles last week at the Roxy 
and Paramount with income tax ap- 
proaching. “Lone Wolf's Daughter” 
(Col) was pretty wobbly with $84,- 
200 at the temple of fabulous arith- 
metic, Paramount’s “The Dummy,” 
minus boxoffice names, was so-so at 
$66,600, Strand was good with “My 
Man” (WB) copping $41,600 and 
holds it over, while the Capitol’s 
$76,600 on “Jimmy Valentine” 
(M-G) also was given an encore. A 
spotty week along Whalen’s Alley. 

Public clamour continued at the 
Astor where “Broadway Melody” is 
a pied piper to the children of 
Gotham and at the Rivoli where 
“The Iron Mask” is a smash with 
$42,500 on its second week. Satur- 
day’s entry at the Rialto, “Lady of 
the Pavements,” has the earmarks 


of a Manhattan money picture, giv- 
ing United Artists two winners on 
the street. “Lady” succeeded “Wolf 
of Wall Street,” which exited to 
$18,600 after six smart weeks, 


Reserved Seat List 


Last week's list divided evenly 
between grind attractions and re- 
gerved seaters. Eight pictures in 
each battalion. “Singing Fool” was 
down to $18,000 for its final week 
at the Winter Garden before moving 
to. the Harris Monday. “Weary 

ver” appears to be attracting the 
dames and the dames appear to be 
telling one another; just over $15,- 
000 last week at the Central. 

“Redeeming Sin” bowed out quiet- 
ly at Warners and Davey Lee in 
“Sonny Boy” succeeded Friday 
night, “The Letter” opened at the 
Criterion Thursday and is spotted 
as a class draw. “Hearts in Dixie,” 
at the Gaiety, and “Wolf Song,” at 
the small Embassy, ran neck and 
neck at $8,800 in each instance. “At 
the South Pole” remained a secret 
for three weeks (Lyric), creating 
hary a ripple. - 

Eddie Dowling’s “Broadway 
Bound” is reported for an undis- 
~closed opening date at the Cohan. 
Also reported World Wide Pictures, 
@ new concern with British films to 
sell, is after the Columbia (bur- 
lesque) for a Broadway first run 
outlet. 

Intense cold Saturday was not a 
handicap to a fat weekend for the 
big movie parlors. The Roxy has 
“Speakeasy” current and did about 

48,000 over the Sabbath, while the 

aramount also was very strong 
with “Canary Murder Case,” which 
has been doing big biz in many 
spots. Overture was $34,000 on the 
weekend. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Astor—“Broadway Melddy,” di- 
flog (M-G) (1,120; $1-$2) (5th 
week). First $2 picture in Broad- 
Wway’s history to do four perform- 
ances in one day; first 17 perform- 
ances week $24,100. 


Cameo—‘“Ivan the Terrible” (549; 
60-75) and “10 Days That Shook 
The World” (Sovkino), Double bill 
of Russian art got low figure, $4,- 
500, both pictures played here solo 
Previously. 

Capitol—“Jimmy Valentine,” di- 
@log (M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1- 
$1.50) (2nd week). Holdover deci- 
sion at $76,600; figure not normally 
strong enough for extension, but 
may have figured current heavy op- 
Position. 

Central — “Weary River,” dialog 
(FN) (922; $1-$2) (8th week). 
d past $15,000 a bit, good. 

__ Colony “Geraldine,” dialog 
(Pathe) (1,980; 50-75-$1). At .this 
Btand $12,000 is average and no 
weeping; Walter O'Keefe continu- 
ing as m. c.; did $10,500. 

Criterion — “The Letter,” dialog 
(Par) (861; $1-$2) (ist week). 
Opened auspiciously and endorsed 
by chatter writers; Jeanne Eagels 
in 15-foot letters, also featuring 
Ziegfeld-Cantor - Midnight Frolic 
talking short; first six perform- 
ances $5,250. fs 

mbassy — “Wolf Song,” sound 
(Par) (596; $1-$2) (3rd week). Will 
remain until March 22, when house 


reverts.to M-G; second full wee 

$8,800; nice. 7 “ 
Gaiety—“Hearts in Dixie,” dialog 

(Fox) (808; $1-$2) (3rd week). 


Shade better than fair, $8,800. 
Paramount — “The Dummy,” di- 
alog (Par) (3,666: 40-65-75-85-$1). 
Lacked names and moderate; fin- 
ished with $66,600. 
Rialto—“Lady of the Pavements,’ 
Sound (UA) (1,904; 35-50-85-$1). 
(ist week). Lupe Velez doing 20 
atnute vaude act. ord-of-mouth 
essing got around, had “Wolf of 
all Street:” closed to $19,000 
weekend: $18,600 in sixth week. 
Rivoli—“Tron Mask,” sound (UA) 
(2,200; 35-50-85-$1) (3rd week). 
mash trade since opening; second 
be 243.500 after record-shattering 


Roxy —“Lone Wolf's Daughter,” 





— 


‘SECRET’ $36,700, PITT: 
STANLEY AT $31,000 
‘Weary’ Of $10,000: Aldine 


About $12,500; Enright 
Up to $19,000 





Pittsburgh, March 12. 
(Drawing Population, 740,000) 
Just one of those weeks. Only 
surprise was the just fair business 
Jackie Coogan did at the Stanley. 
Although Coogan pulled the gross 
up a bit to around $31,000, nothing 
to what was expected. Screen fea- 
ture was “Younger Generation” 
(Col.).. Kids flocked to mats, some- 
thing house needs, but nites were 
ordinary. Snow accompanying some 
of the coldest days of the year un- 
doubtedly had something to do with 
it. 


Penn, with “Doctor’s Secret,” 
maintained its usual pace at about 
$36,700. Grand and ‘Weary River” 
fell off about $10,000 in its second 
full week but managed to garner 
over $17,000, considered good. Looks 
like run policy may get over, much 
to the surprise of many of the locals. 
“Weary” goes out after this week 
with “Godless Girl’ (Pathe) in, pre- 
sumably for two weeks. 

Aldine did just average with 
“Tide of Empire” at around $12,500. 
Local Hearst sheet splashed with a 
quarter page daily in addition to 
extra heavy Sunday. 

Enright, Stanley-WB deluxer in 
East Liberty, on probably the big- 
gest splurge of exploitation ever 
given an m. c. anywhere, jumped 
its gross plenty with Dave Powell. 
House had been doing around $10,- 
000 since opening, not good, but last 
week went to about $19,000. 

Theatre has crack stage band and 
has started to pay dough for acts. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Stanley-WB) (3,200; 25- 
35-50-60). Jackie Coogan couldn't 
overcome weak picture; up to about 
$31,000 but was expected to do much 
more; screen feature, “Younger 
Generation,” dialog (Col), and kids 
at mats responsible for figure. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,500; 25-35- 
50-60)—“Doctor’s Secret,” dialog 
(Par), and Teddy Joyce in Publix 
unit. Maintained usual pace, $36,- 
700; film drew a class patronage. 
with flaps flocking for Joyce; latter 
now _in 10th week and being 24- 
sheeted. 

Grand (Stanley-WB) (2,000; 50- 
75)—“Weary River,” dialog (FN). 
Fell off about $10,000 in second full 
week, but $17,000 good; out after 
this week, with “Godless Girl” 
(Pathe), for two weeks, then “Sonny 
Boy” (WB) a possibility. 

Aldine (Loew's) (2,000; 35-50)— 
“Tide of Empire’ (MG). Around 
$12,500, neither good or bad; title 
didn’t mean a thing; Hearst sheet 
gave plenty of free space. 





‘MELODY’ $24,980, CLEVELAND 
Cleveland, March 12. 

“Broadway Melody” plited $24,980 
into the Stillman’'s box office for its 
first full week on a twice daily run. 
“Singing Fool” did $33,000 on the 
same site, but rolled that up on a 
grind. 

“Melody’s” figure is just slightly 
short of capacity, with the second 
Saturday beating the first and the 
gecond Sunday even with the pic- 
ture’s initial Sabbath here, It will 
stay four or eight weeks. 





dialog (Col) (6,205: 50-75-$1-$1.50). 
Big house down to $84,200; “Speak- 
easy” (Fox) ‘current with annivers- 
ary program; sure for two weeks, 
maybe three; around $48,000 on 


weekend. 
Strand—“ Man” dialog (WB) 
(2,900; 35-50+65-75) (2d week). 


Fannie Brice extended second week 
when gathering $41,600. Special Fri- 
day (March 15) midnight feserved 
seat opening for Texas Guinan in 
“Queen of the Night Clubs.” (WB). 
Warners—“Sonny Boy” dialog 
(WB) (1,360; $1-$2) (ist week). 
Started off smartly with Davey Lee, 
kid star, liked. “Redeeming Sin” 
showed nothing on three weeks. 
Winter Garden—‘“Singing Fool” 
dialog (WB) (1,493; $1-$2-$3) (26th 
week). Half a year at Winter Gar- 
den for Jolson picture; has skidded 
markedly in last month and mov- 
ing to Harris where scale will be 
lowered to $2 top; last week, $18,- 
000. “Noah’s Ark (WB) opened last 
night (Tuesday) at $ii per ducat 


val. 











Shorts’ Vaude Bill 





Current program of shorts at 
Warners, New York, preced- 
ing “Sonny Boy,” is about the 
nearest thing to a mechanical 
vaudfilm yet seen on this end. 

Besides the feature picture 
there are six Vitaphone shorts 
running 48 minutes. Shorts 
are Bernie Cummins (band), 
Max Schmeling, Eleanor Paint- 
er, Julia Sanderson and Frank 
Crumit, Phil Baker, and Willie 
and Eugene Howard. 

Vaudeville section of the 
average vaudfilm bill, usually 
of -five acts and preceding the 
feature picture, runs about an 
hour and a quarter. 


‘Dummy’ $13,000, Prov.; 
‘Lucky Boy’ at $16,000 


Providence, March 12, 


(Drawing Pop., 315,000) 
Weather: Snow and Unsettled 


Great programs swelled grosses 
last week and helped two houses to 
recover from a slump suffered for 
almost a month, Crowds jammed 
Loew’s State, the Majestic and 
Strand on opening day, although 
the town was buried in worst bliz- 
zard of the year. 


Strand pulled the surprise of 
week by hitting a new high with 
“The Dummy,” which was praised 
to the skies. Despite panning be- 
cause of too much Georgie Jessel, 
State and “Lucky Boy” pulled in 
$16,000. 

“Redeeming Sin,” at the Majes- 
tic, pulled more than average but 
brought on tempest of protests due 
to dialog scene of Catholic priest 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer from the 
Protestant ritual. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Lucky Boy,” dialog (T-S). Criti- 
cised a great deal because of 
George Jessel being played*sup too 
strong; however, house exploited 
feature and was complete sellout 
for first three days; pulled $16,000, 
which is oke, 

Strand (Ind.) ~ (2,200; 15-50)— 
“The Dummy” dialog (Par); “Side- 
show”. (Col) and Par sound short 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy.” Talk of 
town and brought crowds; close to 
$13,000, great for this house. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Redeeming Sin” dialog (WB). 
Nagle-Costello combination goes 
big here;-feature would have done 
lots better if panning hadn’t been 
given to inaccuracy concerning re- 














ligious ritual; about $13,000 is 
slightly over average. , 
Victory (KO) (1,600; 15-50)— 


“Napoleon’s Barber” dialog (Fox). 
Also “Diplomats” dialog (Fox) with 
Clarke and McCullough, Latter fea- 
ture all right, but rest of program, 
including two sound shorts, drew 
thumbs down; less than $7,000, not 
so good. 


Balto. Feels Weather, 
But ‘Bellamy’ $22,000 


Baitimore, March 12, 


(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Stormy 


Just when everyone was predict- 
ing that the talkers were about to 
sound taps over other types of 
amusement ._ something has hap- 


pened in this town to queer the 
calculations’ of the theatrical dope- 
sters. It’s happened at the Hippo- 
drome, one time Keith booked combo. 
House installed a resident dramatic- 
musical troupe presenting a weekly 
change of tab, farce or musical com- 
edy plus a first run picture, and the 
business being done is the talk of 
the theatrical town. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew) “Bellamy Trial” 
dialog (M-G) (3,200; 25-60). Opened 
big; heavy rains dampened b. o. and 
windstorm Thursday blew patrons 
away; despite handicaps a big 
week; about $22,000. 

Stanley (Stanley-Crandall-Loew) 
“Wild Orchids” sound (M-G) (3,600; 
25-60). Greta Garbo got the draw; 
opened with a rush, slowed up and 
finish showed $18,500, good. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.) 
“Little Wildcat” dialog) (WB) (2,- 








500; 25-60). Slowed down the in- 
take at house. 
Valencia (Loew-UA) “™ Doctor’s 


Secret” dialog (Par) (1,500; 25-50). 
Moved over from Stanley for con- 
tinued run; result up te average; 
about $3,500. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Flying 
Fleet” sound (M-G) (1,000; 25-35). 
Maintained speed it showed at down 
town Century; around $3,700, very 


good. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) “ Office 
Scandal” and vaude (3,200; 25-50). 


Weather and competition cut into 
patronage; business off at around 
$3,506. 








Oriental’s $44 000 Big in Quiet Week; 
‘Lady $28,000 and Holds; Chi $48,000 





‘ARIZONA’ BOOSTS PAN 
FOR $28,000, RECORD 
‘Strange Cargo’ Also H. 0. in 


K. C.; ‘McCobb’ $16,000 and 
‘Empire’ $15,000 





Kansas City, March 12, 

F (Drawing Population, 700,000) 
With hundreds of turnaways and 
the house record broken, “In Old 
Arizona” was held for a second 
week at Pantages with prospects 
strong for another record. “Strange 
Cargo” was also held for the second 


week at the Royal. No turnaways, 
but the picture is getting strong 
word-of-mouth and may build for 
the second week. 

Westerns rather held the down- 
town first run screens last week as 
the Midland offered “Tide of the 
Empire” and the Newman “Red- 
skin.” 

For the current week managers 
have gone in heavily for publicity. 
Bil are carrying 24 sheets 
for “Old Arizona,” “Weary River” 
(Mainstreets) and “Iron Mask” 
(Midland). It’s a sweet fight for 
business, the customers will do the 
picking, and how they shop out 
here. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet — “Ned McCobb’s 
Daughter,” sound (Pathe) (3,200; 
25-35250-60). Stage show featured 
Our Gang Kids. Sunday opening, 
as always, capacity and balance of 
week good; $16,000. 

Loew’s Midliand—“Tide of Em- 
pire,” sound (M-G)' (4,000; 25-35-50). 
Name of Renee Adoree couldn’t 
overcome title of gold rush flicker; 
returns were rather slim; $15,000. 

Pantages—“Old Arizona,” dialog 
(Fox) (2,200; 25-35-50). Big pic- 
ture on the street; even managers 
of opposition houses had good word 
for it; great advance publicity. 
Four vaude acts on bill; $28,000 a 
record. 

Newman—“Redskin,” sound (Par) 
€1,980; 25-40-60). Richard Dix in 
brown paint and blanket far from 
satisfying; $14,700. 

Royal—“Strange Cargo,” dialog 
(Pathe) (920; 25-40). Talker held 
up fairly, got verbal boosting and 
held for second week; $5,300. 


Montreal Holds Its Own; 
‘Chance’s’ $16,500 Top 


Montreal, March 12. 


(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Mild and Zero 


Montreal's favorite daughter, 
Norma Shearer, in ‘lady of 
Chance,” aided by a change in the 
weather to almost spring, filled the 
Capitol up to Wednesday night, 
when the bottom fell out of the 
thermometer. However, put the 


house on top of the heap with $16,- 
500. Sharkey-Stribling fight, round 
by round, also accounted for good 
piece of b. o. of $1,500. 

Palace did well with a repeat of 
“The Barker.” With around $14,000 
picked up $32,000 on fortnight. Good 
for Lent. Couple of good talking 
shorts helped. Loew’s dropped from 
previous week, but “True Heaven” 
stacked up well with vaude bill and 
gross passable at around $12,500. 
Imperial had the best vaude in town 
and “Captain Swagger” for about 
$9,000. 

Only legit in town open, Princess, 
gave “Desert Song” again. Gross 
here of around $18,000 didn’t help 
the films. Neighborhoods jumped 
up, due to mild weather, some re- 
porting grosses equal to anything 
taken this year. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Lady of Chance,” sound (M-G). 
Norma Shearer always big here; 
brought femmes out of Lent seclu- 
sion while males were rounded up 
by Sharkey-Stribling fight picture; 
ran around capacity first four nights 
but faded; $16,500 highlight of town 
and very good this time of year. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65)—“The 
Barker,” dialog (FN) (2d week). 
Nearly as well as first week; Milton 
Sills did lot towards handsome b.o. 
result; could have stayed third 
week; $32,000 for fortnight and $14,- 
000 on second week. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-50)—“True 
Heaven” (Fox), and vaude. Rated 
with vaude and split a total of $12,- 
500; not bad; down couple of thou- 
sand from previous week, loss 
chiefly on matinees. 

Imperial (RKO) (1,900; 35-75)— 
“Captain Swagger” (Pathe) and 
vaude. Acts took everything here; 
$9,090 covers. 
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Chicago, March 12. 
Nothing much expected and very 
little happened in pictures last week 


Three houses were milling quietly 


along with runs and a fourth had a 
second run. 

Oriental quickened to $44,000 
causing B. & K. to take up 16 
weeks of options on Jack Osterman, 
new m. ¢. Film was “Desert 
Nights.” Chicago dropped off $5,000 
with “Redskin” and a “Mikado” 


stage show. Previous three weeks 
had witnessed two 53's and a record 
$71,000. Indjcates Loop will not sail 
as strongly through Lent as prom- 
ised. 
“The Barker,” in its third week, 
was around $18,000 again, and fin- 
ished a short fourth week Monday 
to make room for “Wolf of Wall 
Street.” Total “Barker” money rated 
as good. “Jimmy Valentine” went 
out of McVicker’s Thursday after 
three very satisfactory weeks. 
State-Lake, with “Air Legion,” 
figuratively went through the quiet 
period to nice results. Drew $24,- 
000, whereas once it was bumping 
along regularly around $17,000. 
Fox's only Chicago house, the Mon- 
roe, played “Four Sons” after it had 
cleaned up in the Loop and neigh- 
borhoods, and got a better than av- 
erage $4,100. Second week of “Lady 
of the Pavements,” with Lupe Velez 
in personally present part of the 
week, dropped $6,000 toa still above- 
normal $28,000. Held for another 
week. “Stark Mad” opened at the 
Orpheum to $11,300. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Chicago (Publix) — “Redskin,” 
sound (Par) and stage show (4,400; 
50-75). Dropped off $5,000 to $48,- 


000. 

McVicker’s (Publix) —“Jimmy Val- 
entire,” dialog (M-G) (2,200; 50-75).- 
Took about $85,000 in three weeks 
and could have held above nut on 
additional week; “In Old Arizona” 
(Fox) had great start Friday. 

Monroe (Fox)—“Four Sons,” 
(Fox) (975; 60-75). One ‘week 
showing here after playing both 
Loop and neighborhoods; above av- 
erage, $4,100. 

Oriental (Publix)—“Desert Nights,” 
sound (M-G) and Publix unit (3,- 
200; 50-75). Only one week house 
to register advance; $44,000 drawn 
by Jack Osterman, new m, Cc, 
Gilbert feature. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“Stark Mad,” 


dialog (WB) (760; 50). Not 
much by dailies, but pulled surprise 
and brought very good $11,300; held 
over. 

Roosevelt (Publix) —“‘The Barker,” 
dialog (FN) (1,700; 50-75). Third 
full week duplicated second, $18,000; 
out Monday, with “Wolf of Wall 
Street” (Par) in. 

State-Lake (RKO)—“Air Legion 

(Pathe) and vaude (2,200; 50-75). 
A high $24,000, with no partciular 
vaude draw to assist. 
United Artists (UA)—‘“Lady of 
the Pavements,” sond (UA) (1,700; 
50-75). Lupe Velez helped with 
personals for part of second ; 
first, $34,000; second, $28,000; one 
more week. 


‘Orchids’ $11,700, Des M.; 
‘Arizona’ Over RCA Wire 








* Des Moines, March 12. 
(Drawing Pepulation, 175,000) 
Weather: Good 


Break in winter weather brought 
a break to the picture houses last 
week. With good bills, it’s a fair 
start for spring. 

Orpheum’s RCA sound was liked, 
although customers were 
pointed in the vaude. House also 
upped admission from 60 to 60 
cents. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (Blank-Publix) (1,700; 35- 
60), “Wild Orchids,’ sound (M-G) 
and Publix unit, “Blossoms.” Fine 
program; Greta heavy draw here; 
stage show had best chorus here 
in months; approximately $11,700. 
Strand (Blank-Publix) (1,065; 20- 
30), “Battle of the Sexes” (UA). A 
draw on first half through D. W. 
Griffith name; second half strong 
with “Greyhound Limited,” dialog 
(WB); good week at $2,500. 
Orpheum (R-K-O), “In Old Ariz- 
ona,” dialog (Fox), held full week 
for introduction of RCA equipment; 
picture good, but amplification not 
yet at best; around $7,000. 
Des Moines (Blank-Publix) (1,700; 
25-50), “Trail of '98,” sound (M-G). 
Pulled family trade, but a disap- 
pointment to Del Rio fans; fair at 
about $5,800, 
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“ROXY” 
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One for all. 
All for one. 
Let’s go! 
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Director of Production 
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SA talkers 


WILLIAM FOX presents 


DIXIE FOX MOVIETONE 
100% DIALOG FEATURE 
ALL-TALKING 


ALL-SINGING “Entertainment? Plenty! A yarn that 
Sw ok = never lags—sport, youth, comedy. . . 
ALL-DANCING 


and a zip that gets you from the begin- 
ning. It’s a swell picture.” —Film Daily 
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Musical Drama of Dixieland 
‘it contains everything — 
at ae) a ‘OFTS : of VAUTE thrills, action, suspense aplenty, the 


slickest entertainment in town.” 
—N: Y. American 


Smashes All | pak ting Reco me ks at “standing room was at a premium and 
a long line stood awaiting admission 
one of the most pleasing pictures 


United Artists Theatre, Los Angeles, Cal. sled ct tae AGP a de gan toe 





moni —N. Y. Morning Telegraph 
“Excellent entertainment... a good deal’ of 
sterling comedy, The dialogue in this production “colorful and entertaining. It’s good 
is admirable ... deserving of high praise.” ; snappy—moving entertainment. It’s 
Sa. Ee Pimes a lulu... a real breath-snatcher.” 


—N. Y. Daily Mirror 






“One of the most delightful shows in town . 


containing episodes as funny as anything I have 
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FO HOLLYWOOD CALIF 
—E HERE BROKE EVERY HOUSE RECORD SUNDAY AND INTAKE ON WEEK 
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Benjamin Stoloff Production 


TALK 
MONEY 





“a bet is hereby offered that Roxy will 
top theatre receipts for all time this . 
week and next.” 


—N. Y. Evening World 


£ 


“a good, rousing picture .. .” 
—N. Y. World 


‘has lots of pep . . . thrilling.” 


—N. Y. Daily News, 


ROXY = ~~ $69, 500 


last Saturday, Sunday and Monday break- 
ing every existing record for Sunday and 


PACKING 75,896 


persons into the theatre to see this 
all- talking Fox Movietone smash! 


“What a treat vou have in store 
Now there is ra | picture. Lt ismevervt 
hadn't seen it so T could 


a | hie azo Lhe 


time. 





hing. 


rrald and Exvaminer 


Helen Ware 
Sharon i 


**In Old Arizona.” 
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see it again for the first 
s 
















INKOAD 
NAUNE 


First ALL-TALKING 
Outdoor Screen Spectacle 


" sth EDMUND LOWE -WARNER BAXTER § 
DORTHY BURGESS 


Breaks All 
Existing 
R Pr 


at McVickers Theatre, Chicago 


*Whata picture thisis! Your eves and ears are glued 


to it until the final fleker is gone and the tast whisper 


has died'away. There’s not a dull moment-in it. One 


of THE pictures of 1929.°—Chicago American 


“in Old Arizon ht one grand movie! Remark- 
It percolates with ame 
Direction, pho rapes 

rile mag aaa 


‘als | able? Pll say sot moaned 
is tense with suspense. 
svuchronization,. superb 


‘out. “—Chicago Tribure 


scenery are 





inF'very Box-Office 








4 

a 
. 
:y 
é 


r Te: 











; Pree 


ie tt 

















I RIE iE GILL: Ti on I OS, SO OS 


PPMP can DELO ONE NS 














f 


ar Ogi ha. a> 


leaving peeved ham hus 


VARIETY 


FILM REVIEWS 








Talking Shorts — 





3391 > $323 \\ PVIPULIVG 


Wednesday, March 13, 1999 











JAMES GLEASON and LUCILLE 


WEBSTER, “Meet the Missus” 
PARAMOUNT MOVIETONE 
19 Mins.; Comedy Sketch 
Criterion, New York 


Paramount short made on Long 


Island from story by Kenyon Nichol- 
son. 
prelude to “The Letter.” 
film track. 

A wow for inside show business. 
It is a legitimate portrait of a hick 
vaude hoofer who falls for all the 
girls on the bill and wants to can 
the wife and team up with every 
new frail. Wife is the hard boiled 
heavyweight ball and chain who 
can hold her own in any family 
wrangle and then some. Knows 
her ham husband backward and 
acts accordingly. 

Action opens as they finish in 
“one” in theatre; Come off battling, 
break off the clinch to take a 
smiling encore and then go into a 
neck hold the instant they reach 
the wings. Good laugh opening. 
Battle is about husband trying to 
make a girl on the bill. 

They start home and husband 
breaks away, after much more de- 
bate, to keep a business appoint- 
ment coing, of course, to the nearest 
8 asy. There he gets gradually 
stewed, meets party of showfolk and 
promotes a young blonde. This 
passage is packed with laughs for 
the knowing in talk and business. 
At two a. m. he calls for a senti-— 
mental song and a singing waiter 
obliges in soulful but bored manner. 


Scene shifts to rooming house 
bedroom that. will make any old 
trouper homesick. Heavyweight 
wife is pounding her ear when ham 
enters accompanied by girl of the 
speak, and in a high state_of il- 
lumination. They have decided un- 
der the benign influence to team up 
and ham has come to tell the wife 
about it, explaining that they long 
ago agreed if either met anybody 
he or she liked better, they’d come 
right into the open with it. Ham 
wakes up drowsy missus and goes 
into the routine. She starts to burn 
at girl who comes forward. Grad- 
ually she recognizes the girl as a 
kid she once befriended in a Gus 


Sound on 


‘ Edwards act and the two women 


fall into gushing reminiscences, 
da out. 

On wife’s invitation girl climbs 
into bed where they can talk com- 
fortably, while husband flops on 
couch registering hurt pride and 
fighting broken springs that prod 
him all over. 


A world of surefire comedy 
cked into 19 minutes and a dandy 
of comedy character work by 


the Gleasons. Rush. 





y ; 
WALTER HUSTON, “Carnival 
Man” 


PARAMOUNT MOVIETONE 
15 Mins.; Skit 
Criterion, New York 


Paramount short starring the lead 
of “The Barker” on the stage, Di- 
rected by George Abbott. Prelude 
that premiere of “The Letter.” 


Sound on film track. 


This is a sentimental treatment 
of the carnival lot guy, the heart 
string idea being based on the 
laugh-clown-laugh technique. It 
has a wisp of a sketch structure be— 
hind it, but in essence it is merely 
a background for a couple of songs 
and an incidental recitation by 
Dandy bit of artless pro- 
ducing and a first rate characteri- 


Huston. 


zation. Clean subject. 


Huston lolling about a side show 
teni engages in chat with girl per- 
former in show, with whom you sus- 
She goes to 
dress and he goes into ballyhoo 
before crowd, typical harangue end- 
ing with soleed topical song, “Why 


pect he is in_ love. 


Speak of That?” 


Girl receives telegram from sister 
who has business job for her in 
city and after the show Gabby, the 
barker, and the girl go into talk 
about merits of working at regular 
job and trouping, with the finish 
the girl starting for the train, barker 
left in loneliness again as usual... He 
does “Four Wallis” with recitation 


for tag. 


Bully characterization, legitimate 
in all details, by Huston is the sub- 


ject’s asset, and asset enough. 
Rush. 








One of three brief bits as the 


FOX MOVIETONE NEWS 
Reels 23-A, B, C 

28 Mins. 

Projection Room 


Two spot news shots in this reel 
of five subjects, both of presidential 
aspect. 

President Hoover is serenaded by 
the Cedar Rapids band from his 
home state and greeted and con- 
gratulated by an Jowa delegation 
led by Congressman Coe. More 
reminiscences by Newt Butler, the 
boy who slipped Herb a pair of 
shiners, and by Mrs. Carran, Hoo- 
ver’s old school teacher, who says 
she is proud of her pupil who be- 
came President. Second view in 
this clip a shot of the church the 
Hoovers will attend, title explain- 
ing the executive is of Quaker faith. 
Lillis, camera; Young, sound. 
Fashion display of spring gowns, 
inconsequential but for the models’ 
looks. Dame stuff. Downs, camera; 
Hicks, sound. 

Bethlehem, where Christ was 
born. Shot of the Church of Nativ- 
ity with worshippers in the yard. 
Shift to the Mount of Olives for a 
glimpse at Jerusalem, accompanied 
by the bells of the Church of As- 
cension. 

This religiously inclined bit was 
a stop-over on Movietone’s Cana- 
dian Pacific cruise. Brutt, camera; 
Cc. Bliis, sound. 

Ice skating exhibition (indoor 
rink) by Norval Baptie and Gladys 
Lamb. Ballet of four skating girls 
in one number. Baptie-Lamb exhi- 
bition closes with the familiar air- 
plane swing for which the team is 
famous. Onlookers’ applause regis- 
ters on the film. Gold, camera; 
Tice, sound. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Coolidge pose on 
the porch of their. unpretentious 
Northampton home, both registering 
extreme content. The former first 
lady seemed more at ease, ad lib- 
bing with someone on the sideline 
(out of view) and getting laughs 
from her flesh audience, though the 
line’ were not clearly recorded. 
Coolidge says a few words, equally 
indistinct. Good shot, however. L. 
Ellis, camera; Jones, sound. 


More Newt Butler, with Newt 
walking down the Capitol steps to 
meet the battery and stating he 
reached Washington just as he said 
he would. It was probably taken 
fot granted by Newt and the boys 
that most everyone has seen and 
heard his previous record. Lillis 
and Young. 

Brief glimpses of the new secre- 
taries of war and agriculture, Con- 
gressman Good of Iowa and ex- 
Governor Hyde of Missouri. Topi- 
cal stuff. Also Lillis and Young, 
two boys with plenty of material 
jright now. 

Helen -Hicks, the new feminine 
golf marvel, in a short spiel and 
demonstration. Miss Hicks might be 

in her theory, but she’s an 
interesting girl and a current sport- 
ing figure. ‘She states women are 
now playing as good a short game 
as men, which may or may not be 
true, and that her sisters are grad- 
ually lengthening their wood shots 
about which there is no doubt. She 
proceeds to show how to recover 
from a sand trap. Pergola and 
Duffy, Movietone’s Florida camera 
and sound team, are going golf 
goofy. In reel C there’s a shot o 
Tommy Armour, Tommy also blasts 
out of the sand. Miss Hicks was 
blacked out while being congratu- 
lated by Walter Hagen and Leo 
Diegel. 

Oxford and Cambridge rowing 
crews working out at Henley and 
Goring. Title explains that if the 
latter trims Oxford this year the 
score will stand at an even 100 wins 
for both. Squire, camera; Mann, 
sound. . 

Eye stuff in views of competitors 
for the title of Miss Miami, also by 
Pergola-Duffy. 

Parade of a dozen beauts explains 
why Pulaski wanted to stay, and 
the winner was no slouch. She’s 
dark and tall and slim and wears a 
black bathing suit. 

Pictures of Shanghai, described as 
the first sound shots taken in the 
Orient. Modern traffic cop, trolleys 


and autos in contrast to. rickshas 
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EDDIE CANTOR 

“Midnite Frolics” 
PARAMOUNT MOVIETONE 
19 Mins.; Songs and, Talk 
Criterion, New York 

Last of three shorts grouped as 
prelude to world premiere of Para- 
mount’s “The Letter.” Subject di- 
rected by Joseph Stanley and re- 
ported to have been made in the 
main in one day’s shooting at the 
Long Island _ studio. It’s Eddie 
Cantor in 20 minutes of chatter and 
song in front of a set representing 
the New Amsterdam Roof and 
backed by a stage band. 

Eddie is introduced by the m. c. 
appearing in blackface but without 
the white-rimmed specs of back 
yonder. Goes into introductory 
chat, picking out notables at the 
tables, with camera panning around 
to pick out person named. Richard 
Dix, Oscar Shaw and Peggy Joyce 
are among those who bow acknowl- 
edgments. 

Two song numbers punctuate the 
chat and gag, latter bright and in 
the intimate manner of the late 
rendezvous. Novelty number is the 
one about a yen for one of those 
three-tone auto horns, trickily done 
by Cantor and with amusing gag 
effects from the orchestra repro- 
ducing the horn notes. ‘ 

Subject is beautifully produced in 
surroundings, atmosphere and the 
jaunty air that pervades this aerial 
locale. A class subject with the 
Cantor name, which tells te weary: 





PHIL BAKER 
VITAPHONE NOP724 
Talk, Song, Accordion 
9 Mins. 

Warners, New York 

Phil Baker has solved the mate- 
rial problem for acts—go back to 
an old routine or use an improvised 
one. Phil didn’t sacrifice his vaude 
material to the screen. 

He’s getting a satisfactory num- 
ber of laughs with the gags in this 
short, and at the same time he can 
walk on a stage with the turn proper 
and not worry about the short hav- 
ing played across the street the 
week before. 

That’s solving an important ques- 
tion for vaude acts, and brings up 
another: whether acts can dig up 
a substitute routine that will satisfy 
the picture producers as well as 
the standard one. 

Baker in this short, his first on 
record, is talking, singing and play- 
ing his accordion. He’s ng 
without the aid of a box plant, but 
an “off screen” voice sings the fina} 
chorus and cloges the subject. 

Baker is a sterling entertainer on 
screen or stage. He shows it in this 
act built for the screen. Bige. 


ELEANOR PAINTER 
VITAPHONE No. 746 
7 Mins.; Songs 
Warners, New York 

Beauty, exquisite voice and a 
smartly. routine of th 
songs, about all a short of single 
singing woman should need. 

Miss Painter, lyric soprano with 
a musical comedy and operetta 
starring past, probably isn’t ex- 
tremely well known in the sticks, 
but the name carries an important 
ring, and they'll go for her and her 
voice without thinking of the name. 

Ballad, operatic and a pop are the 
numbers. Presence of a piano that 
isn’t played, occupying the most 
prominent spot on the set, isn’t ex- 
plained. 

Use this one on any Pill. Bige. 
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and coolies. Scenic change to a 


f market place, where vendors throw 


in a song with each purchase. May- 
ell, camera; Heise, sound. . 


Another rowing shot, this one of 
the Penn crew on the Schuylkill. 
Roaring of motors on accompanying 
launches as a syniphony for the 
splashing sweeps. €, camera; 
Styles, sound. 

Ivy Lee, public relations counsel, 
big time for press agent, tosses a 
neat bouquet at John D., Sr. 
Downs, camera; Hicks, sound. 

Views of Holland, showing several 
Dutch characteristics that haven't 
given in to modern methods. Row 
of windmills in action, a pretty 
piece of camera work. Showing how 
Edam cheeses are loaded for ship- 
ment. They are rolled down a 
trough into a flat bottom boat like 
bowling balls. Another scenic pip 
of skaters on an afternoon at.The 
Hague. Geisel, camera; Woolley, 
sound. 

Tommy Armour, golf pro., from 
pit to green with much skill. He 
has a pleasant voice and recorded 
perfectly. 

American Commander of the Sal- 
vation Army, Evangeline Booth, 
back from London, and caught at 
the dock by Gold, camera, and Tice, 
sound. Miss Booth says she is glad 
to find Hoover safe in the White 
House and herself back in America. 

A couple of wire-haired terrier 
pups on boat deck, sailing to com- 
pete in English dog shows. R. C. 
Bondy, owner. Vocal explanation of 
the muts’ past victories and predic- 
tion they will cop over there. Po- 
lito, camera; Walz, sound. 

Mexican bull fight, about as in- 
teresting as anything in No. 23. 
Only cape work sifown. One won't 
fight and jumps the wall to drive 
the people out of the bull pen. A 
laugh when one daring toreodor 
hangs his hat on a bull's horn. No 





out and out cruelty shown. Bige. 





Lady of the Pavements 


(SOUND) 


United Artists release of D. W. Griffith 
production. William Boyd, Jetta Goudal, 
Lupe Velez featured with George Fawcett 
and Albert Conti sub-featured. An orig- 
inal story by Karl Volmoeller adapted for 
the screen by Sam Taylor. At Rialto, New 
York, opening March 9 for extended en- 


gagement. Running time 90 mins, 

iNanon del Rayon............-- Lupe Velez 
SUG Aso cocs 600 dbb cece William Boyd 
Countess des ,Granges........ Jetta Gouda! 
Baron Fimot......cccccssedess Albert Conti 
Baron Haussmann......«..- George Fawcett 
Papa Pilerre........«. 7....Henry Armetta 
Dancing Master........ Franklin Panghorn 


—_— 


Good, but not great, entertain- 
ment dominated by Lupe Velez, Jo- 


seph M: Schenck’s new and inter- 
esting personality of Mexican ex- 
traction. D, W. Griffith has manipu- 
lated his story and people in some- 
thing less than “the master’s” best 
style, but with an eye for new- 
fashioned sex appeal that will in- 
crease the jingle of mazuma at the 
b. 0. “Lady of the Pavements” is 
apt to be the most successful money 
picture for Griffith in several years. 
He adds nothing thereby to his ar- 
tistic prestige, but possibly he will 
square much at the pay box. 

Karl Volmoeller, the German 
playwright, wrote the story. Upon 
discovering the infidelity of his 
high-born fiancee (Jetta Goudal), a 
young nobleman (William Boyd), 
attached to the Prussian Bmbassy 
in Paris, 1868, expresses a con- 
temptuous preference for a woman 
of the streets. The proud dame 
thereupon schemes to maneuver 
him into a ‘iteral fulfillment of his 
statement about marrying a woman 
of the streets. In the Winking Dog 
Cabaret, a low life rendezvous of 
Paris, the countess finds her ac- 
complice in the person of a bad- 
mannered soubrette (Lupe Velez). 
Of course real love develops be- 
tween the young Prussian and the 
soubrette, whose vivacity it appears 
is wrongly interpreted as moral 
laxity. ° 

Lupe Velez gets everything in the 
picture, nine-tenths of the close- 
ups are hers although ghe is third 
in the billing. Quite obviously and 
with good reason U.ited Artists is 
developing Lupe by the spotlight 
method, the quickest of them all. 
“Lady o- the Pavementg” is only her 
third or fourth major picture, but 
it should definitely establish her. 
Of a whole flock of Spanish, Mexi- 
can and Latin senoritas she and 
Del Rio are practically alone in 
clicking importantly. 

Sam Taylop was originally slated 
to direct “Lady of the Pavements” 
and had the adagtation all set when 
switched to another picture, with 
Griffith stepping in and shooting 
from Taylor’s script, Story is com- 
pact, neatly dovetailed, and reason- 
ably rapid in tempo. Running time 
of 90 minutes is a bit overboard, 
but about average on a special 
representing production pretentions 
such ag this. 

Theme song, by Berlin, runs 
through the picture, frequently re- 
frained by Miss Velez. It means 
little, although Miss Velez isn’t 
much of a songster and doesn’t 
bolster the puny melody with dis- 
tinguished delivery. No dialog ex- 
cept for the intermittent vocalizing. 
Picture synchronized on coast by 
Hugo Riesenfeld. 

William Boyd, very boyish and 
good looking in Prussian military 
turnout, has little opportunity, a 
complaint peculiar to the entire 
cast excepting Lupe. Albert Conti, 
who is a specialist in such roles, 
suavely impersonates Napoleon 
Ill’s chamberlain. Conti seems to 
have the same utility status in 
Hollywood held by Adolphe Men- 
jou prior te “A Woman of Paris” 
which lifted Menjou into the star 
class. In those days they sent for 
Menjou. Now they seem to be 
sending for Conti. Miss Goudal’s 
quaint coiffure and tiny features 
are strikingly “different” as always 
while that sterling character actor, 
George Fawcett, is the very model 
of a Prussian diplomat. Fawcett 
remains the best known of the older 
character men whose ranks have 
been thinned noticeably in the last 
year, including Theodore Roberts 
and Frank Keenan. , 

Photography, production detail, 
etc., all Grade A. Laughs include a 
slapstick fight between an effemi- 
nate professor of ettiquette (Frank- 
lin Panghorn) and the soubrette 
with many other hokum touches 
throughout for giggles. “Lady of 
the Pavements’ should find a 
cordial reception. Land, 


THE LETTER | 
(DIALOG) 


Paramount production and 
rected by Jean De Limur. Starrs Jeanne 
Eagels. Made from play of same name by 
Somerset Maugham with adaptation and 
continuity by Garret Fort. Monta Be} 


release 4dj- 


l proe 


ducer. Cameraman, George Folsey. WwW. & 
synchronization on. disk. At the Cri- 
terion, New York, for twice daily run 
starting March 7. Running time, 62 mins. 
Leslie Cro@bie....sceseeseess Jeanne Eagels 
siPosecce dtescocumbécececoces 0. P. Heggie 
Robert Crosbie..... Seccccccs Reginald Owen 
Geoffry Hammond........ Herbert Marshal] 
BETS. SOP OS cdnc ec caacdvescccecss Irene Brown 
BASES. cic cc Ped eeteccdccccere Lady Tsen Mei 
Ong Chi Sing........... Tamaki Yoshiwara 





First full length feature made at 
the Long Island studio of Para- 
mount, and a gripping drama. Dis- 
tinctive among dialog productions 
to date in fhat it creates tension at 
the outset and holds ft until a mag- 
nificant emotional climax. It wil} 
fare better in the de luxe houses 
than within lesser walls. 

Any summary of-the picture must 
record that the merits of the screen 
production belong to the original 
play, written for and played on the 
stage, and the filming has con- 
tributed only atmospheric details, 
That is to say the production is en- 
tirely a transcription of a stage 
work and the cinema version does 
little to make the subject matter its 
own. 

It is true that certain pictorial 
shots and camera angles go to the 
embellishment of the story, but 
there is a certain formality about 
the whole affair that has the stage 
quality. The same effect is inten- 
sified by the fact that progress 
comes out of the spoken word in- 
stead of from essential action, 
which ig strictly an attribute of the 
stage. 

Even if it is a straight canning 
of a play, however, the result is 
tense drama. If the process adds 
little to the original, it does retain 
all the original’s intrinsic force. It 
is entirely probable that for the 
screen educated fans, it is a little 
fine. Elemental tastes_like to have 
their heroines and their heroes un- 
mistakably heroic. They like to know 
which characters to admire and 
which to dislike, The gallery gets 
a kick out of hissing the villain. 

Maugham has a literary trick of 
drawing his people in half lights 
composites of good and bad. Leslie 
Joyce wasn’t a “bad woman.” just 
a victim of circumstances playing 
on a weak creature. Under the spur 
of impending doom she took on a 
certain boldness, but she was gen- 
erally a drifting, indefinite sort of 


person. Her husband was a well 
intentioned dumbbell. Even the 
Chinese woman had admirable 


traits of loyalty and a sense of jus- 
tice. There isn’t a character in the 
play you can really admire or ac- 
tively hate. This is all very con- 
fusing to the gallery clients who 
want to hiss the villain. 

It is an actingf triumph for Miss 
Eagels. She is called upon for un- 
usual shading of mood. Trial scene 
is capital. The woman who had 
murdered her faithless lover brings 
all her feminine arts to play in cre- 
ating the impresssion she wants on 
the jury. Dainty handling of this 
passage. The climax is immense 
in its power, certainly the peak of 
emotional intensity so far recorded 
on the articulate screen. 

Dialog sequences are uniformly 
excellent in voice recording, Miss 
Eagels’ dicting reproducing particu- 
larly well. Several passages in 
which two native characters speak 
in their own tongue also are first- 
rate atmosphere. Scenes of thea 
crowded, narrow Shanghai streets 
in weird shadow effects, eerie cor- 
ridors full of Oriental mystic at- 
mosphere, and the boiling crowds 
of the Chinese dives—all these 
angles are graphic and live, made 
more so by shrewd sound inciden- 
tals. 

One item is questionable. Dur- 
ing the scene in a Chinese dive 
whore the white woman confronts 
her yellow rival, the crowd out in 
the assembly place are gathered 
around a table upon which there is 
supposed to be a fight between a 
hooded cobra and a mongoose. Here 
the producer has spliced in sections 
from the Ufa short subject which 
has been shown all over the coun- 
try. The crowd at the film’s pre- 
miere identified it instantly and the 
effect on the spectators was dis- 
tinctly bad, introducing as it did a 
brutal jolt to the whole illusion. 

(Continued on page 28) 














the latest is— 








camer eneenanenemnesree 
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“ LAST NIGHT, What 
Warner Bros. promised 
~ Warner Bros. delivered 

with the presentation 
of the Spectacle of 
the Ages Starring 
DOLORES COSTELLO- 
“NOAH’S ARK” with 
George O’Brien and a 
Cast of 5,000---made to 
top any picture ever 
made---is now playing 
twice daily at the % 
Winter Garden, N. Y. — 
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“BOUND TO CLEAN UP” 


A PICTURE THAT IS BOUND TO CLEAN 
up. Easy to forecast a box office sensation comparable 
to the experience of Jackie Coogan’s early features. 
The youngster sings “Sonny Boy,” after which the 
returns are all in and there’s nothing to it. This climac- 
tic episode will make ‘em rave. Nothing could be 


sweeter on the box office side. 
—V ariety. 


“SUCCESS ASSURED” * 


THE MILLIONS WHO HEARD DAVEY LEE 
sing over the radio the other night, right then and there 
made the success of “Sonny Boy” assured.’ In “Sonny 
Boy” is Davey Lee, blessed with the faculty of creeping 
into your heart and cuddling there, talking some of his 
lines and singing. That’s more than enough for the mob. 


—Film Daily. 


“SWEET AND CUTE” 


WHEN WE SAY HE IS AS SWEET AND 
cute as your own kid, we feel that we have passed him 
the picture palm. | 

—New York American. 





“DAVEY CLICKS” 
DAVEY LEE CLICKS. HE IS A MOVIE FIND. 
—Evening Graphic. 
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DAVEY LEE IS, WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
the greatest screen find of years. The Warner 


Bros. have reason to congratulate themselves. The 
line will form to the right and left because of him. 


—New York Evening Journal. 


“PACKED HOUSE” * 


DAVEY LEE’S “SONNY BOY” BREAKS 
tidal wave of bravissimos. An infant prodigy that 
can keep a packed house hugging itself in glee. 


—Telegram. 








“ACTION FAST” 


“SONNY BOY” WILL 
be a favorite with all movie 
lovers. The action is fast, the 
story interesting and the play- 
ing excellent. A picture that 
is meticulously tasteful in 
every way. 


—Morning Telegraph. 


“CUTEST EVER” 


DAVEY LEE IS THE 
cutest baby the screen ever has 
exploited, and that includes 
Jackie Coogan. And how he 
sings “Sonny Boy.” That 
number is worth a whole 
picture. 
—Daily Mirror. 
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DOLLARS” | AMAZING” 


Mader ag ag A ageath soar WARNER BROS. 
urst with dollar bills up at the ‘ 
Warner Theatre, where Davey wre % eps! oes "1 
Lee made his starring debut as cpepratien Mask oe 
Sonny Boy. —Daily News. gives & performance which 

is positively amazing. He 
















“GALES OF LAUGHTER” 


A MERRY FARCE COMEDY IN 
which Davey Lee upheld his end in gallant 
fashion. Seldom have such gales of laugh- 














99 
ter greeted a part-talking picture. “NEW STAR is positively great. He 
—wN. Y. Times. PICTURES HAVE NEW brings the house down. 
boy star in Davey Lee. 





“SWELL BOY” 


DAVEY LEE IS A SWELL LITTLE 
boy. Hundreds and thousands of people 


will like to see the little fellow. D O LL A 


—N. Y. Evening Post. 





—Herald-T ribune. —Evening World. 


{ LEE 


| HE SINGS-HE TALNS-HE CHARMS 


‘fonm 
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EDWARD EVERETT HORTON 
BETTY BRONSON 


Directed by ARCHIE L.MAYO 
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What Warner Bros. Promise Warner Bros. Deliver tbh. 








Sasation /s Coming Along 
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ROAD SHOW 
UNITS APR. | 


—— 


Traveltone Trying Out 


with Product from Nat’l 
Distributors 





First known achedule for the 
definite road showing of sound and 
talking pictures on a national and 
international basis, by means of 
portable equipment, is reported» by 
S. M. Livingston, general manager 
for Traveltone, Ten. road show 
units will be launched during the 
first week of April to show talkers 
in unwired towns throughout the 
country at from 35 to 75 cents or 
$1 top. 

Several reports of attempts along 
these lines have previously been 
made with no tangible efforts re- 
sulting to date. A portable road 
show equipment company has been 
mentioned under way in Buffalo 
and New Orleang, later one or two 
in New York. In most instances 
the promoters found the national 
producers unwilling to allow them 
to distribute their pictures. Be- 
sides that portable equipment is 
deemed still too cumbersome to 
make traveling a pleasure. 

Every independent road show 
venture has been carefully investi- 
gated by producers who have so far 
Believed it more profitable to wait 
for houses to be wired. 

Traveltone equipment is being 
tried out by some of the national! 
producers who may roadshow 
themselves if they find the equip- 
ment satisfactory. Warners, Para- 
mount, Fox and others have been 
considering various means of en- 
tering the vast unwired territory, 
the returns in these districts rep- 
resenting far greater possibilities 


IRVING ROSE 


KRAZY ELBOW DANCER 
Week March 15, Broadway, Portland 
Featured by 


o eas and MARCO'S 
LA PETITE MARIE 


SENSATIONAL CONTORTIONIST 
Featured in 
FANCHON and MARCO’S 


FUTURISTIC IDEA 














PLAN 10 SOUND! 








Mindlin’s Talker 





While exhibitors without 
regulation talker equipment 
have been inspired to pull a 
lot of gag substitutes, the 
queerest one is Mike Mind- 
lin’s at Fifth Avenue arty. 

With a Japanese meller on 
the screen Mindlin has perched 
a still more melodramatic 
voice. This chortles in the na- 
tive tongue to the Village au- 
diences, 











than the limited number of the- 
atres now wired. 

Herman Heller, formerly director 
of musical synchronization for 
Vitaphone, heads the company. 
Livingston was formerly connected 
with Warners foreign department, 
later going with Paramount in a 
similar capacity. 





Murnau’s Option 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Unless Fox imcludes a _ super- 
special on its next year’s program, 
option on the services of F. W. 
Murnau, due to be exercised late in 
September, will not be renewed. 
Murnau is leaving for Germany 
latter part of March on his annual 
three months’ visit. 


13,000 LBS. OF SOUND 

Los Angeles, March 12. 
Hal Roach gets one of the latest 
portable sound equipment trucks 
this week. With installation it 
weighs 13,000 pounds. 
Studio’s sound equipment is due 
tu be completed in a few days. 
Victor crew, which installed, will 
remain to operate. Outfit includes 
two machines for film track and 
two for disk recording. 


OVERBOARD ON SHORTS 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Due to an oversupply, Fox has 
abandoned the making of sound 
shorts with the exception of the 
Clark and McCulloughs. 

Directors and writers engaged in 
this branch have been assigned to 
working out ideas for feature 
length productions. 


IRMANETTE DATE 
‘Explanation of the retirement 
from the bill at the Mastbaum 
Memorial, Philadelphia, of Irma- 
nette, dancing violiniste, is that 
she went into the house only for 
the premieré performance, retiring 
thereafter by original arrangement. 
She is the wife of Charles Melson. 
m.c. for Stanley. 














“Classified” Remake 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
First National is going to remake 





“Classified” in which they starred 
Corinne Griffith two years ago. 
Picture will be an all-talker and 
is to feature Dorothy Mackaill. 
William Beaudine to direct, 























IEDs JACK DALE 


PUBLIX “VOLCANO” UNIT Dir: William Morris 





Canada Exhib Who Panned 
King Loses Court Battle 





Toronto, March 12. 
James M. Brady, the exhibitor of 
Sarnia, Ont., who called King 


George a bum, has lost out on two 
counts in a legal mess settled by 
the Supreme Court of this province. 
Case dates back to last year, 
when Brady, visiting Chicago, told 
reporters that he agreed with 
Mayor Thompson and that 90 per 
cent. of all Canadians felt that 
King George was a soandso. Public 
reaction in Sarnia, was so great 
that a practical boycott of Brady’s 
theature resulted. 

J. Myers and M. Harris, Brady’s 
partners, publicly disassociated 
themselves from him. With busi- 
ness shot, Brady sold out his inter- 
est for $35,000, agreeing not to re- 
enter the exhibition field for 10 
years. Later, Myers and Harris 
gold out to Paramount at a profit. 
Whereupon Brady sued for a better 
split and legal authority to ignore 
his agreement not to operate thea- 
tres. Supreme Court denied .him 
the money and prohibited him spe- 
cifically from exhibiting moving 
pictures before 1939. 


“Dixie” Sequel 

Los Angeles, March 12. 
Fox has retained the three domi- 
nating figures of “Hearts in Dixie” 
to work out another similar story 
of negro life. 
Walter Weems is to write the 
story with Stephen etchit to be 
featured. Paul Sloane will direct. 


F-M ROUTE CHANGES 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Effective: March 22 the Senator, 
Sacramento, Cal., will play Fanchon 
and Marco “Ideas” three days in- 
stead of a week. Units will go in 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, with F. 
& M. B units in for the other four 








days. 
F. & M. “Ideas” are now out of 
the Penny, Boise, Idaho, one day 


stand, with opening date at the 
Capitol, Salt Lake, advanced from 
Sunday to Friday. 


FIGURE “RIO” 85 MINS. 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Radio will hold “Rio Rita’s” 
screen adaptation to approximately 
85 minutes. Luther Reed, adapting 
as well as supervising the produc- 
tion, is. concentrating on story and 
disregarding cast for present. 

Production is set for June 1 and 
will not be hurried. 


MACK ON WIFE’S YARN 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

“Cold Supper,” by Mrs. Willard 
Mack (Beatrice Banyard), has been 
bought by M-G-M. It will be made 
into a talking short by Willard 
Mack before starting on “Free 
Souls.” 

Principals in the short will be 
Robert Ames, Clark Marshall and 
Ruth Donnelly. 











“Rainbow” Musical 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
“Rainbow” will be made by War- 
ners as a musical comedy, 
direction of Archie Mayo. Harvey 
Thew is writing adaptations, with 
John Boles and Lila Lee co-fea- 
tured. 
Production starts April 19. 


WB's 
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Discrimination 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Practice of employing studio 
technician’s families to fill in 
as extras in mob scenes has 
been one of Hollywood's old- 
est traditions. It has now 
reached the homes of studio 
press agents, 

The p. a.’s wives or daugh- 
ters, however, receive twice as 
much as the electrician’s 
family for the same kind of 
work, and in most instances 
are pampered and petted by 
the “yes” boys on the set 











W. ES FAST INSTALLATION 


Plugging to Stand Off Houses Wir- 
ing With Indie Equipment 








Western Electric is reported to be 
making heavy. efforts to spike the 
installing of independent devices. 
Indie equipment manufacturers 
claim that in several instances WE 
has agréed to give exhibitors im- 
mediate installation to forestall in- 
die wiring. 

A Brooklyn indie case marks one 


“Ywof the speediest installations ever 


made by WE. With a Pacent in op- 
eration, the house got a Western 
BHDlectric set within a week after it 
had ripped the first apparatus out. 





SIGFRIED TAKES A U. 


Chicago, March 12. 
A. Sigfried, who recently sold the 
Bijou, Decature, IIL, to Great States, 
has taken over the Sheboygan, She- 
boygan, Wis., from Universal. It is 
a new house, seating about 1,600 
and wired. 
Sigfried proposes to change policy 
from straight pictures to a split 
between vaude and presentations. 





MARYLAND’S 485 CUTS 
Baltimore, March 12. 

Maryland censors viewed 9,377 
films the past year, rejecting three 
outright and ordering changes and 
cuts in 485. 
’" Receipts of the board for the 
same period amounted to $38,134. 
Censors have not yet purchased 
apparatus for the viewing of the 
talkers. 





- 


Green Directing Arliss 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Al Green, placed under contract 
by Warners this. week, has been 
assigned to direct George Arliss in 
“The Green Goddess.” 

H. B. Warner will be featured 
in the picture. 


Fox Will Take Over 
Reade-Schine Mar. 28 


Reade and Schine circuits, as well 
as the local independent group, wil) 
be officially taken over by Fox on 
March’28. Contracts for the same 
are in possession of Fox, and only 
reason.for not closing deals now ig 
to save interest money by complete 
take-over at one time. 

For general auditing of books ef 
these circuits and indies as well ag 
Loew houses in Metropolitan area 
Fox is understood to have paid an 
auditing firm $275,000. Touch ana 
Nevins did the job. Ward, Bacon 
and Davis, appraising land and 
buildings, are expected to complete 
their report before the end of the 
week. 

Of the Reade Jersey houses 19 are 
included In the present deal, 

A. C. Blumenthal, who has per- 
sonally handled practically all of 
the Fox theatre deals, stated yester- 
day (Tuesday) that the contracts 
for Read and Schine circuits would 
be signed before the end of the day. 
Deals with the local independents 
were also being closed, he stated, 
with money being paid over, 


Toledo Delays 


Toledo, Mareh 12. 

More complications in the way of 
the new Paramount theatre, Lynn 
and Summit streets. J. J. Gorman, 
Brooklyn, has filed suit in federal 
court for $25,000 against the Forum 
Amusement Company, Plaza Build- 
ing Corporation, and Albert J, Cory, 
all of Toledo. 

Gorman, a broker, says he con- 
tracted last August to lease a suit- 
able theatre location here, taking 
a 2l-year lease on the Summit- 
Cherry building through the John 
Cort Company, New York, and that 
defendants accepted the lease. He 
claims further to have secured a 10- 
year franchise from the Sam HH, 
Shubert Amusement Company, New 
York, with all terms accepted, De- 
fendants, he charges, refused to pay 
him the $25,000 promised for his 
work, 











Film Surplus 


Chicago, March 12, 

B. & K.’s two straight sound 
loop houses, Roosevelt and Mc- 
Vicker’s, have so many pictures 
lined up that programs are being 
jerked while still doing good busi- 
ness. 

Present number of bookings 
would more than provide each house 
with a new film every three weeks 
for the entire year. 














“A Consummate 








By Consensus of Press Opinions 


ISS EMILY EARL 


Individual Artiste” 
Now Playing Colony Theatre, New York 


and Refreshingly 























TWO DAINTY BITS OF FEMININITY 


AUBREY SISTERS 


Introducing Their Own Conception of “THE DOLL DANCE” 


Featured with CHARLES NIGGEMEYER’S “HAPPY-GO-LUCKY” UNIT 


Paramount, New York, Now (Week of March 9) Next Week Paramount, Brooklyn 


With Entire Publix Tour to Follow 


























New Fox Theatre 
St. Louis, Mo. 
32 Fox Tillerettes 





MARGARET DONALDSON, Prima Ballerina 


ANTHONY Z. 


E tL. Lk. 


MASTER OF CHOREOGRAPHY 
FOR MR. 8. J. STEBBINS 


32 Fox Tillerettes 


Fox Theatre 
Detroit, Mich. 
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_Tiffany-Stahl’s Pande 2 “Lucky Boy” 
Record- Breaking Live Wire Has Played All the 
Talking and Singing rag taped ik Class A Houses 
Sensational of the Greatest in the 
Production a United States. 


_ Synchronized by 
RCA PHOTOPHONE 
















READY FOR ALL THEATRES 


HAVING SOUND EQUIPMENT 
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of the Year. Booked 


by every 
Theatre Circuit 










Get in Touch 
with Your Nearest 
Tiffany-Stahl 
Exchange 


TIFFANY~ATAHL PRODUCTIONZ INC. 


1540 BROADWAY 


NEW. YORK Cit ¥ 
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100 W. Monroe St. 








TH the introduction of the RCA 

Photophone the statement was made 
that “Superior facilities and superior re 
sources automatically attract superior pub- 
lic support.” 

Although but ten months have elapsed 
since the initial announcement of RCA 
Photophone, the correctness of this state- 
ment is attested today by a demand that is 
taxing the production resources of the 
world’s largest electrical organizations. 


In this brief period, the RCA Photephone 
has become the standard by wisic: the 
tonal quality and efficiency of sound re 
production are measured. Sound pictures 
made by the RCA Photophone system 
of recording are receiving universal public 


acclaim. 


The facilities of the plants of RCA, Gen- 
eral Electric Company and Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Company are 


CHICAGO DENVER 
817-17th St. 


Room 1810 U. S. Natl Bank Bldg. 
Address all Inquiries to Commercial Department 


235 Montgomery St. 
Ruse Bldg. 








‘The wheels are humming 


constantly being expanded to bridge the 
gap between date of order and date of 
installation. 


On the present basis, theatre owners may 
confidently anticipate a calibre of delivery 
service in keeping with the resources and 
production scope of these organizations. 


And they may confidently look forward 
also to an equipment that embodies all 
the advances of today, plus the assurance 
of such improvements as may develop 
tomorrow. es 






RCA PHOTOPHONE, INC. 


411 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Subsidiary of the Radio Corporation of America 
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Time. 


Twenty years 

is a lot of time— 
particularly in this 

show game. 

So when a hard-headéd 
Chicago showman 
comes right out and says 
that “Weary River” 


is“THE BEST PICTURE 
MADE 


IN TWENTY YEARS” 
it makes you stop 

and think. 

It makes you think 

of «Abraham Lincoln” 
and “Shoulder Arms” — 
of “The Sea Hawk” and 
«Birth of a Nation”..... 


_Is “Weary River” actually 


isa Lot of 





a bigger attraction than 
such box-office landmarks 
as these? 
That’s hard to believe— 
but when you see 
this Barthelmess talker 
doing over 
50% bigger business 
than any previous attraction 
‘at the Central 
on Broadway— 
breaking house records 
| at the Melba, Dallas, 
and the Lafayette, Buffalo— 


holding over 
for THREE weeks 


at the Pantheon, Toledo, 


and FOUR at the Stillman, 
Cleveland— 


“lining them up 
for two or three blocks” 


at the Grand, Pittsburg, 
opening— 


and, in fact, 

breaking records 

in EVERY one 

of its runs to date— 
then it begins 

to look very much 

as though the gentleman 
from Chicago 


has hit the nail on the 
nozzle.... 


“Weary River” MUST be 
THE BIGGEST PICTURE 
IN TWENTY YEARS.— 
And 20 years 

is all there is 


of Motion Picture history... 


_ there isn’t any more! 


First National 
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Q Can 
it be 
< possible- 


WW & 
~7 ‘FOUR such k 
‘ V'\{ COMPANY 


You said it, Mr. Exhibitor. But we don’t blame you for getting, 
excited. No producing company in the history of the indus- 
try has ever released before, such an array of big money, 


—MARCH—— 
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DOUGLAS 
FAIRBANKS 


in the greatest box-office picture 


he has ever made. Broke house : 


record for first and second week at 


_ the Rivoli-United Artists, N.Y. Now | 


in third record week, in 


“THE IRON MASK” 


Doug's voice is heard on screen 
for the first time. | 
An Allan Dwan 
Production. 








D. W. 
GRIFFITH’S 


latest picture, a singing and sound 
production did big business in. |, 
Chicago and opened at the RIALTO, . anti 
NEW YORK to record crowds, Lupe. » 
Velez, singing Irving Berlin's theme... 
hit, proving sensation of 


‘LADY of the 
PAVEMENTS 


Jetta Goudal, my 
Lupe Velez. — 
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pictures from ONE. 
in Two Months?” | 


aking pictures as are coming from UNITED ARTISTS. You — | 


S-thave a right to be amazed—the whole industry is amazed 


- 


nd 


in 


me: 


eS anton 
Be Production 








ARY 
ICKFORD 


in the supreme achievement of her 






a i “gy career. A new Mary, a mod- 
Pc. 


f, grown-up, bobbed hair Mary. 
a e 
‘Sparkling, magnetic, marvelous, ina 


P 100% Talking Picture 
‘COQUETTE 

















*#creen adaption of a great stage hit, 


APRIL 


ROLAND 
WEST’S 


Thrilling, gripping picture—a tense, 
dramatic melodrama. Hailed by 
1500 at recent preview in Hollywood 
as “greatest ever made—silent or 
talking.” Adapted from the play 
“NIGHTSTICK." 100% 
TALKIE 


ALIBI 


by John Wray, 
J. C. Nugent 
and 


Elaine Sterne 
Carrington 





t what we are releasing for MARCH and APRIL. 





NOT JUST ONE 
BIG ONE 
Once in a while 
BUT ALL BIG ONES, 
all of the while. 
That's 


UNITED 
ARTISTS 
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U’s N. Ww. Stane. Shows? 


Portland, Ore., March 12. 


Stage shows are reported sched- 
uled for 11 Universal suburban 
houses here ghortly. These houses 
are operated locally by Multnomah, 
Universal holding a minor interest 
in the enterprise. 

Fred Falder, general manager for 
Universal Chain Enterprises, in 
New York, stated he had not been 
advised of any proposed change in 
operating policy for the Portland 
theatres. He added the group wax 
locally operated, 
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JOHNIE DUNN 


Headlining Fanchon & Marco's 
“BEAUTY IDEA” 


Wk. Mar. 7, Loew’s State, A. 
Hemasts 60a ae Wale te dee wk 


= 





signed a contract with him. 


yagainst Publix by Mrs. G. D. Eakin. 


W. B-Exhibs’ Battle in| 
Minneapolis Called Off 


Minneapolis, March 12. 

After Warners made a truce with 
M. W. Miller, owner of the Leb 
theatre, Cloquet, Minn., and agreed 
to permit its sound product to be 
played in the Miller house equipped 
with Talk-a-Phone, its cases were 
given a hearing before the Joint 
Board of Arbitration last week. 

Warners had been unable to se- 
cure exhibitors to sit on the com- 
pany’s cases because of claimed 
“personal prejudice.” Miller had 
declared he did not feel justified in 
being of service to the company by 
sitting as an arbitrator. Oliver Rowe 
and George Carrisch followed 
Miller’s lead in walking out and 
other exhibitors could not be se- 
cured to take their places on the 
board. 

Miller resumed his place on the 
board immediately after Warners 





Fox’s Chi Films 


Chicago, March 12. 

Understanding here is that Fox 
would be free to utilize his own 
film product in the event of having 
a Loop house. While M-G pictures 
are tied up to a 10-year iron bound 
contract with Balaban and Katz, 
preventing that producer from com- 
ing into Chicago outside of B. & K.., 
Fox is known to have no binding 
agreements with either B. & K. or 
anyone else for its films. 

B..& K. has five or six picked 
pictures from Fox already bought 
which will be shown here this year. 
Rest of the Fox product has been 
and still is in the open market, Fox 
retaining the privilege of holding 
out at any time. 








- PAPER BALL SUIT 


Dallas, March 12. 
A $5,000 suit has been filed here 


Woman charges a paper golf ball, 
knocked into the audience by a 
chorine in “Teeing Off’ (unit) in- 
jured her left eye. 


— — 

















West Coast Motion Picture Directory of 
Directors and Writers 








Doris Anderson | 


Dialogue 


| Paramount-Famous-Lasky | 








MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 

EDITORIAL SUPERVISOR 


FOX 


(Titular Bishops) 

















Carlo De Angelo | 


Directing Movietone for 


M-G-M 


HARVEY H. GATES 


WRITER 
WARNER BROS. 


“The Desert Song” 











Horace Jackson 


Writing for 
Pathe 











Byron Morgan 


Original Stories 


Current Release, “Flying Fleet” 





Ben Holmes 


Movietone Director 





“West Coast Junior circuit, 
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Drive Crazy 


Rochester, N. Y., March 12. 

Town is drive crazy. No less 
than eight separate campaigns 
for funds and members to give 
organizations more than $3,- 
000,000 since Jan. 1. It’s left 
workers groggy and victims 
pretty flat. Biggest drive of all, 
$1,250,000 for the Community 
Chest, is yet to come. 

Theatres affected, managers 
say, the drives taking both 
workers and cash from box- 
offices. 


Cleveland Split 


Cleveland, March 12. 
Universal and Variety Amuse- 
ment Company have finally split 
their theatrical interests here, 
Winging to a-conclusion a deal that 
as been hanging fire for several 














weeks. Both companies hereafter 
will operate their own theatres, 
mainly neighborhoods, independ- 


ntly. 

Jimmy Carrier has been appoint- 
4 general manager of the local 
Universal houses, the Cedar-Lee, 
Hilliard Square, New Broadway, 
Detroit and Oriental. Sound being 
installed in all. Prices hiked 10 
cents to cover the extra overhead. 

Variety Company, on its own, will 
control the Imperial, Variety, Home- 
stead, Kinsman Moreland. 


Can’t Figure How Yeggmen 
Wrecked Theatre Safe 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Yeggmen burrowed their way in- 
to the new Golden Gate (pictures) 
on Whittier Boulevard, operated by 
and 
broke into a supposedly burglar 
proof safe. Got away with about 
$700, after causing a lot of damage 
to the office, 

Management unable to figure out 
just how the safe was tapped. No 
“soup” used and nothing to indi- 





cate torches, yet the safe was badly | 


wrecked. 





“Still” Hounds 


Middletown, Cohn., March 12. 

Wesleyan college students can’t 
just resist taking pictures from 
lobby - displays. Every time the 
Middlesex theatre uses photos of 
girls in semi-nude, or witha good- 
ly display of limb, the pictures dis- 
appear. — 

This swiping has been going on 
for some time. Last week the po- 
lice paid a visit to a dormitory at 
the college and found the missing 
pictures decorating the walls. No 
arrests were made as the boys 
promised to lay off. 


H. B. Kester Dead 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 

Harold B. Kester, among. the 
moving picture old guard, suc- 
cumbed to a heart attack at Can- 
nonsburg, Pa., last Thursday 
(March 7) while en route to Fair- 
mont, W. Va. Body was returned 
here for burial. 

Kester, formerly of the Camera- 
phone theatre, East Liberty, was on 
his way to Fairmount to buy an- 
other theatre when stricken. His 
integrity was recognized through- 
out the industry to the extent that 








Universal 





no distributor ever assigned a 
checker to his house when he 
played a picture on percentage. 


! 





Non-Synchronous Operators 


Come Under A. F. M. Head 


As a result o! the recent contro- 
versy._in Chicago as to jurisdiction 
of union men operating non-syn- 
-hronized music machines, the I, A 
execs have conceded that this work 
‘omes under the proper jurisdic- 
ional right of the American Fed- 
‘= Of Meretc to 
Both International presidents went 
over the grounu and reached this 
agreement which does not, however, 
include recognized synchronized op- 
eration or the rights of IL A. men to 
any work on installation or care 
and repair of such apparatus. It is 
accepted among the unions that 
10n-synchronized machines are mu- 
sic-making in classification, design- 
ed and intended to displace n.usi- 


clans. 


It was this lack of understanding 
that had the Chicago stagehands 
and operators fussing with the mu- 
sicians as to rights. 


Penn Legislators After 
Sunday Leniency.Again 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 

Local legislators supporting bills 
for Sunday amusements in Penn- 
sylvania will make a determined 
effort this week to have the House 
Committee on Law and Order or- 
ganize and act on proposed meas- 
ures for the repeal of the state’s 
ancient blue laws, Committee has 
24 bills bearing on Stnday horse 
racing, sports and theatres. 

If the meeting is not held within 
a few days, legislators backing 
measures for a more lenient Sunday 
plan a resolution on the floor de- 
manding the committee meet and 
consider the bills. There are 40 
members of the committee, a ma- 
jority from the rural districts. Be- 
cause of this, it is regarded un- 
likely that bills “dangeroys to pub- 
lic morals” will receive a favorable 
report. One bill would permit Sun- 
day fishing. 


$33,688 Settlement 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

With the payment of $33,688.72 
litigation instituted in the United 
States District Court, Seattle, by 
the Nationai Theatre Supply Co., 
against Shearer-Larson Investment 
Co. (formerly the B. T. Shearer, 
Inc.), and its trustees, B. F. Shear- 
er and A. M. Larson, was settled 
out of court, 

Action grew from a sale in 1926 
of the assets of B. F. Shearer Co. 
to Nationa] Theatre Supply. Latter 
claimed that there was a shortage 
of assets in the transfer and that 
the} proper adjustment had not been 
made when this transfer took place. 


PLAZA CLOSES 

Leo Brecher has closed the Plaza, 
59th and Madison, New York, one 
of three theatres he operated in the 
Metropolitan district. Expiration of 
lease and plans to erect an office 
building the reasons, 

Brecher’s other houses are the 
Olympia and Lafayette. Plaza 
worked up a rep catering to the 
younger Park avenue crowd. 














Tom Gavin Joins Alamo Amuse Co. 


San Antonio, March 12, 
Thomas Gavin has taken over 
the exploitation management of the 
Alamo Amusement Co., succeeding 
Joe M. Estes, resigned. 
Gavin’s work includes the three 
Alamo houses, Palace, Aztec and 





Rialto. 


B-S-D Mesner ileved 


Bristolphone - Sonora - DeForest: 


merger contract is still hanging 
fire. Contract was all set for sign- 
ing last week, according to the 
Bristolphone offices. 

Down DeForest way, however, 
they say they are still givine the 


Bristol patents the once over before 
amalgamating. 











BENNY 


MEROFF 








Breaking All Records 
Marks Bree. Granada 


Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 














DOROTHY CROOKER 
GUY BUCK 


Featured in 
FANCHON AND MARCO IDEAS 














KING 


MUSICAL MASTER of CEREMONIES 
Direction FANCHON & MARCO 
Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 




















5th Ave. 
Theatre, 
Seattle, 

W ash. 


JACQUES RAY 


MYSTERIES OF INDIA 


NOW FEATURED IN 
FANCHON and MARCO'S 


HOTTER’N HOT IDEA 


JERRY ROSS 


Producing 
M. ©. AND BAND LEADER 
CAPITOL, JACKSON, MICH. 
INDEFINITELY 
Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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Sonya Levien 


Writing continuity on current 
Frank Borzage Production 


FOX 














GEOPCF SCARBOROUGH | 


Consulting Dramatist | 


United Artists 





























Earle Snell 


Writing Feature Comedies 











RALPH SPENCE 


JOHN GRIFFITH WRAY 


DIRECTING 





DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 





Foster Girls at the Paramount, N. Y. 


This Week in “HAPPY GO LUCKY” 


Devised and Staged by CHAS. A. NIGGEMEYER 








CARGILL~ SANDERS 
Scomme Mepassentanves 


4860 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





“DIVERSION” 


First National Vitaphone Special 











| 
| 
| 
} 
| 









_OF FICE 


TELEPHONES - SUS. 0790, TRA. 7527 


CLINTON E.LAKE 


ena, MANAGER 








EVERY NEW FOSTER ACT HAS A NEW IDEA 


JULES KENDLER 


ATTORNEY 
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: BEB: 
WILD ORCHIDS—Greta Garbo’s romantic thriller is sensa- a 


‘tional hit. San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, everywhere it 




















ROARING | 
LOUDER 
THAN 
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THE 
BROADWAY 
MELODY 


New York! Los Angeles! A riot at $2. Making i bad Me | | 
history! And now in Cleveland, Stillman scale advanced a 

from pop prices to $2 Twice Daily, amazes show world by ae be e@ 

S.R.O. business! 


THE VOICE OF THE CITY 


Willard Mack’s 100% Talking Melodrama (also silent version) is 
another sample of Young Blood in the Talking field! It’s a house- ie 
packer! y 
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P 
; 
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tops the town. Hh Es a = aes 


THE PAGAN —HEAR RAMON NOVARRO 


a i BG Fe 
_— s Rent hl i gig about his great operatic voice. 7 y Ky + L 





THE DUKE STEPS OUT—William Ah is ME KE 
Haines and Joan Crawford in a grand, ‘ae P| ee s 
entertainment. Oh boy, how’ >, = A 








the hits roll in! 
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Pacent Reproducer Systems 


SERVED 


é 


Wednesday, March 13, 1929 








| 








ll over 


the MAP 









































by these leading producers: 


Paramount 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Warner Bros. 


+ First National 





Vitaphone 
United Artists 











26 Sales 
and Service 
Branches 


Throughout 
the United 
States 
and Canada 


Write for List 





we ©. All over the map! 
. DOTS indicate installa- 
e tion already made or 


will be made shortly. 


STARS indicate cities 
where six or more 
Pacent Systems are in- 
stalled or are on order 
for delivery soon. 


In large andsmall houses 


The list below shows some of the theatres ordering Pacent Reproducer Systems up to 
February 15th. Many are actually installed and giving daily service. 


COLONIAL, Detroit, 

LIBERTY, Peru, Ind. 

REGENT, Cleveland, Ohio 

BAYLES, New Bedford, Mass, 
NORDLAND-PLAZA, Cincinnati, Ohio 
PLAZA, Linden, N. J. 

UNION, Union, N. J. 


OPERA HOUSE, New Brunswick, N. J. 


ROXY, Perth Amboy, N. J. 
STRAND, Union, N. J. 
WASHINGTON, Chester, Pa. 
STATE, Erie, Pa. 

ORPHEUM, Livingston, Mont. 
REX, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
WELLBAY, Edwardsville, Ind. 
PARK, Lehighton, Pa. 

CINEMA, Cleveland, Ohio 

NEW SUN, York, Nebr. 

BIJOU, Harvey, N. D. 

RIALTO, Cushing, Okla. 
CAPITOL, Ashboro, N. C. 
PRINCESS, St. James, Minn. 
SAVOY, Newark, N. J. 

WALDORF, Lynn, Mass. 
OLYMPIA, Cleveland, Ohio 
COMPQUE, Lynn, Mass. 
ALHAMBRA, Quincy, Mess. 
PARK, Barberton, Ohio 

QUINCY, Quincy, Mass. 

STRAND, Ridgeway, Pa. 

TELLE SQUARE, Somerville, Mass. 
ROWLAND, Wilkensburg, Pa. 
GRAND, Camden, N. J. ” 
RIALTO, Scollay Squere, Boston, Mass. 
RIALTO, Woodbury, N. J. 

CHEVY CHASE, Washington, D. C. 


GUTHRIE, Grove City, Pa. 
AVENUE GRAND, Washington, D. C. 


GRAND OPERA HOUSE, Westchester, 


ORPHEUM, Menominee, Wis. 
ARIS, Erie, Pa. 

PEARL, Philadelphia, Pa. 
PERRY, Erie, Pa. 

ELITE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
COLONIAL, Pompton Lakes, N. J. 
CENTRAL, Washington, D. C. 
RIALTO, Westchester, Pa. 
TOWERS, Camden, N, J. 
GRAND, Titusville, Pa. 
GLOBE, Atlantic City, N. J. 
MONTCLAIR, Montclair, N. J. 
LINCOLN, Union City, N. J. 
GARDEN, Charleston, S. C. 
LEXINGTON, Lexington, N, C. 
CONCORD, Concord, N. C. 
CAPITOL, Lowell, Mass. 


_ PARAMOUNT, Chicago, Ill. 


DIXWELL, New Haven, Conn. 
ASTOR, Minneapolis, Minn. 
SCHENLEY, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
GOODWIN, Newark, N. J. 
UNITED STATES, Hoboken, N, 3. 
CENTRAL, Jersey City, N. J. 
SANFORD, Irvington, N. J. 
OLYMPIC, Pittsburgh, Pa. | 
LIBERTY, Sharon, Pa. 
AMBASSADOR, Philadelphia, Pa. 
VILLA, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
GLOBE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
LAWNSDALE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
EMBASSY, Jenkinstown, Pa. 
HOME, Washington, D. C. 


ALHAMBRA, Philadelphia, Pa. ~ 
GARDEN, Paterson, N. J. 

Pa. ORPHEUM, Titusville, Pa. 
COLUMBIA, Brookville, Pa. 
JEFFERSON, Punxsutuaway, Pa. 
MANOR, Philadelphia, Pa. 
IMTERIAL, Philadelphia, Pa. 
GARDEN, Princeton, N. J. 
TIVOLIA, Newark, N. J. 


PLAYHOUSE, Ridgewood, N. J. 
APOLLO, Marti , W. Va. 
RIALTO, Westfield, N. J. 
BUTLER, Butler, N. J. 
BAKER, Dover,’N. J. 
STANLEY, Newark, N. 5. 
BELMAR, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ARSENAL, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
CAPITOL, Newark, N. J. 
BRADDOCK, Braddock, Pa. 
REGENT, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
BROAD, Penns Grove, Pa. 
COLONIAL, Atlantic City, N. J. 
RITZ, Newark, N. J. 
REGENT, Newark, N. J. 
HAWTHORNE, Newark, N. J. 
SHERWOOD, Philadelphia, Pa. 
STRAND, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
CAPITOL, Belleville, N. J. 
CLUSTER, Johnston City, Il. 
CAPITOL, Chambersburg, Pa. 
STRAND, Pottstown,, Pa. 
ROYAL, Bloomfield, N. J. 


CRANFORD, Cranford, N. J. 
HOLLYWOOD, East Orange, N. J. 
HAMILTON, Lancaster, Pa. 
MILLBURN, Millburn, N. J. 
ROOSEVELT, Union City, N. J. 
EUREKA, Hackensack, N. J. 
BELLEVIEW, Upper Montclair, N. J. 
‘ COLONIAL, Wilkensburg, Pa. \ 
LINCOLN, Troy, N. Y. 
STATE, Dallas, Tex. 
PALACE, Bryan, Tex. 
COLONIAL, Florence, S. C, 
GLEN, Glen Cove, L. I. 
CAYUAGA, Philadelphia, Pa. 
HERMANS, San Francisco, Calif. 
AMBASSADOR, Washington, D. C. 
APOLLO, Washington, D. C. 
ROXY, Rocky Mount, N. C. 
HARROWGATE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
RUBY, Philadelphia, Pa. 
PLAZA, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
LIBERTY, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
DUNKIN, Cushing, Okla. 
YORK, Washington, D. C, 
COLONY, Washington, D. C. 
CAPITOL, Allentown, Pa. 
HUDSON, Kearny, N. J. 
ROOSEVELT, Newark, N. J. 
19th ST. THEATRE, Allentown, Pa. 
RITZ, Jersey City, N. J. 
SUN, Holdrege, Nebr. 
GRAND, Kinston, N. C. 
FOREST, Cincinnati, Ohio 
COMET, St. Louis, Mo. . 
BROADWAY, Buffalo, N. Y. 


$2,500 for Complete, Synchronous, Double-Channel Equipment for House up to 
2,000 Seats—Larger Houses $3,500—Outright Sale—No Weekly Service Charges 


250 WEST 39th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


PACENT REPRODUCER CORP. 


LOUIS GERARD PACENT, President 


Telephone, Wisconsin 1029, 1030 
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Pantages, Mem Tenn. Ernada, Bartow, Pla. Glove, Gloversville. N. ¥. Gaiety, Fredericton, N. B, Lyric, Manistee, Mich. 
Palace, ovine Alhambra, Milwaukee, Wis: Avon, Watertown, N. Y. Royal, Kansas City, Mo. Pantages, Vancouver, B. C. 
Palace, Newbern, Tenn. Parkway, Madison, Wis, New, Hoosick Falls, N. 4 zt Pantages, Minneapolis, Mina. Capitol, Dallas, Tex. 
Cataract, Niagera Falls, N. Y. Brin, Oshkosh, Wis. Cambridge, Cambridge, : Lyric. Duluth, Minn. Metropolitan, Houston, Tex 
Lafayette, Buffalo, N. Y. Capitol, California, Pa. Allen, Akron, Ohio Dream, Redwood Falls, Mina, Palace, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Rochester, Rochester. N. Y. Star, Monessen, Pa. Liberty, ¥ Ohio , Cloquet, Minn. Crescent, Sour Lake, Tex, 
Ritz, Centerville, lowa Liberty, Wheeling, W. Va Yorkville, Yorkville, Obio Orpheum, Fergus Falls, Minn. Palace, Tes, 
Mason City, lowa Stanley, Pittsburgh, Lyric, Wooster, Ohio Lyric, Crookston, Mian. Emma, Payette, Ida. 
Plaza, Ft. Dodge, lowa Harris, Johnstown, Pa. State, Toledo, Ohio , Oklahoma City, Okla, Capitol, Salem, Ore. 
King, Ida Grove, iowa Hamilton, Obie Rialto, Tulsa, Okla. - Pantages, Portland, Ore. 
Majestic, Dubuque, lowa Grand, Hartley, lowa Gem, Newark, oo Star, Sand Springs, Okla, Pantages, Los Angeles, Calif, 
Strand, Cedar Rapids, lowa Empress, Fremont, Nebr. Grand, Ashland, Ky. Osage. Osage, Okla. Pantages, Santiago, Calif, 
Orpheum, Des Moines, lowa Rialto, Missouri Valley, lowa Columbia, Athens, Obio Monogram, Childress, Tex. Golden State, Riverside, Calif 
Strand, Birmingham, Ala. Rialto, Beatrice, Nebr. Lakona, Celine, Ohio Palace, Newport News, Va. Mission, Venvora, Calif, 
Capitol, Adlanta, Ga. Strand, Hastings, Nebr. Strand, Lexington, Ky. Goebel, Bristol, Va. Bel p Calif, 
Knickerbocker, Nashville, Tena. Swan, Columbus, Nebe. Liberty, Zanesville, Ohio Byrd, Richmond, Va. vedere, Pomona, 
Riviera, Knoxville, Tenn. Capitol, Grand Island, Neba. Palace, Cincinnati, Ohio Earle, Washington, D. C. California, Ontario, Calif, 
Belle, Gadsden, Ala. Effingham, Effingham, I. Grand, Columbus, Ohio Keith, Baltimore, Md. Clemmer, Spokane, Wash. 
Mildred, Barnesville, Ga. Strand, Robinson, Ul. Keith-Albee, Boston, Mase. Royal, Sibley, la. Pantages, Seattle, Wash. 
Palace, Cedartown, Ga. Capitol, Litchfield, Ti. Victory, Providence, R. L Moon, Yankton, 8. Dak. Pantages, Tacoma, Wash. 
Imperial, Griffin, Ga. Jefferson, Jefferson Cicy, Mo. Bijou, ae Mase. Axtec, San Antonio, Tex Pantages, Fresno, Calif. 
Wadesonian, Clanton, Ala, Lincoln, Springfield, LL. Palm, Pueblo, Colo. Victoria, Victoria, Tex. Pantages. an Pindadian; Cont. 
Ww Calera, Ala. P Ambassador, St. Louis, Mo. Rialto, Denver, Colo. Princess, Poth, Tex. A Calif. 
Palace, Jacksonville, Fla. Avon, Utica, N. Y. Acme, Riverton, Wyo. Musical Movie, Goliad, Tex Ibambra, oY 
Beacham, Orlando, Fla. Proctor’s Grand, Albany, N. ¥, Big Horn, Breybull, Wyo. Strand, Flint, Mich. State, Eureka, 
Phiel, St. Petersburg, Fla. Proctor’s, Schenectady, N. ¥. Lotus, Sheridan, Wyo. Lee’s, Three Oaks, Mich. . Camino, San Rafael, Calif. 
Grand, Lake City, Fla. Proctor’s, Troy, N. ¥. impesial, St. Joba, N. Bs Caldwell, Se. Joseph, Mich Temalpsis, San Anpelme, Colif- 





-- Silent or Sound- Carl Laemmle Leads the Wap/// 
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US EDWARDS 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYTYER 
HAVE RENEWED HIS CONTRACT 





NOW PREPARING 


THE FIRST ANNUAL M-G-M Movietone Revue 


Permanent Address: M-G-M STUDIOS, CULVER CITY, CALIF. 

















THE LETTER 


(Continued from page 14) 

If they’re absorbed in what is tak- 
ing place in a baudy house in 
Shanghai, and suddenly the snake 
fight makes them recall that they 
gaw the same thing in the same or 
another theatre a month ago, the 
illusion is killed. 

Atmosphere of these dive scenes 
is remarkably well developed in 
other directions. There is a native 
dance for the edification of the riff 
raff crowd, done by three native 
girls and the last word in sexy dis- 
play, but discreetly handled and in- 
nocent of offense. Whole picture 
has been governed by sound dra- 
matic judgment and fine taste, 

In short, it is a production that 


“will contribute to the prestige of 


its maker and of the screen and will 
prosper in the de luxe houses, but 
probably fare just moderately in 
general release. Rush. 





Bob Donaldson added to Warner 
Brothers’ studio publicity staff. 

Complete cast for “Cape Smoke,” 
Fox: H. B.- Walthall, Margaret 
Churchill, Dorothy Jordan, Clifford 
Holland, Sheldon Lewis, Earle Foxe, 
Fritz Feld, Ivan Linow. George B. 
Seitz will direct. 

Ralph Ceder is now directing the 
Barney Google comedies for Larry 
Darmour. Slim Summerville and 
Barney Hellum are featured. 

Robert Kerr has left R-K-O to 
join the Larry Darmour scenario 
ataff working on the Mickey Mc- 
Guire sound comedies. 











WHEN YOU SEE 


The Name 


ALFRED 
E. GREEN 


On a Picture 


YOU KNOW 


IT IS BOX OFFICE 
NUFF SED 


Canary Murder Case 


(DIALOG) 


Paramount production and release, 100 
per cent talk. Malcolm St. Clair, director. 
William Powell featured. Adapted by 
Florence Ryerson and Albert Shelby from 
8. 6. Van Dine’s detective story of same 
title. Gound on film. At the Paramount, 
New York, week March 9. Running time, 
80 minutes. o 
Philo Vance William Powell 
Jimmy Spotswood .......... . James Tall 
Margaret Odell ......---00:> 


RIVE cccdocccsrcceveceeses: ve Jean Arthur 
Dr. Lindquist . . Gustav Von Seyffert 

Charles Spotswood ....... Charles Lane 
Heath ....scsceescessesss Eugene Paliette 
Cleaver .nsccceseccessee+s Lawrence Grant 





A perfect program picture, for en- 
tertainment and grosses. Mostly a 
man’s picture because murder is 
accentuated over romance, but the 
women will go for William Powell 
as an actor if not a romantic figure. 
It’s a picture wherein the prin- 
cipal character, Philo Vance (Pow- 
ell), detective, doesn’t look- at a 
dame without a professional motive. 
He’s strictly a crime solver, but he 
troups so well that no one, man or 
woman, will escape being fascinat- 
ed 


“Canary Murder Case” is Para- 
mount’s best since “Interference,” 
which it resembles in structure. 
Some are going to prefer “Canary,” 
though it’s not a $2 two-a-dayer 
since “Interference” landed prior- 
ity and the edge. 

Also another personal smash for 

Powell, right. now a number one 
name in the talker field and per- 
haps the best straight dramatic 
player on the sound screen so far. 
Two such performances should lift 
him_into the starring class, all this 
in a year, and a year ago Powell 
was the meanest and most treach- 
erous villain in films. And now a 
player of respectable roles. Though 4 
he may still be a great heavy, with 
a greater range in the talkers. 
, Ss. S. Van Dine’s original narra- 
tive, from which the scenario was 
adopted, was a best seller among 
detective novels. It was another ad- 
venture of Philo Vance, Van Dine’s 
ov-n Sherlock Ho:imes. 

The “Canary” is Margaret O’Dell 
(Louise Brooks) musical comedy 
star. She is a merciless little black- 
mailer off stage, having three promi- 
nent and wealthy men in her power 
for eoin and young Jimmy Spots- 
wood for social climbing. Jimmy 
borrowed some samples from a 
bank to satisfy the Canary’s whims 
and, though his father squared the 
theft, the Canary mentioned mar- 
riage or publicity. 

On the night she was murdered. 
Just before the murder, she had 
called up the three rich suckers, 
informing them she would shortly 
marry Jimmy and advising them to 














that evening in person. That these 
three helpless boys, all trying to 
keep their affair with the Canary 
under cover, visited her as ordered 
on the night of the murder added 
to the mystery. 

Vance solves it cleverly after 
Jimmy had been arrested and had 
falsely confessed to save his own 
father, who was the murderer. 

Jimmy’s father visited the Canary 
to persuade her to change her mind 
about the boy. Jimmy is in love with 


itzlanother girl, Spotswood explained, 


and marriage to 
ruin his life. 

Intricacies of the motive, crime 
and detection Have been intelligent- 
ly directed by Malcolm St. Clair. 
Next to Powell in the trouping sec- 
tion comes Eugene Pallette as a 
thick headed detective sergeant. His 
“looks like you and I have guessed 
right” to Vance after Vance did the 
thinking, served as the chief comedy 
relief. 

Vance stages a poker game with 
suspects to psychologically identify 
the murderer by his conduct in the 
game. He lands right on the button 
as a result. All others in the cast 
have speaking lines. On perform- 
ance, they are down excellent. 
Slight love strain kept aflame by 
James Hall as Jimmy and Jean Ar- 
thur, as a good girl. Bige. 


SPEAKEASY 


(DIALOG) 


Fox production and relgase on W. EB. film 
track. Features Paul Page, Lola Lane and 
Sharon Lynn. Adapted from Bdward 
Knoblock’s and George Rosener’s play of the 
same name. Directed by Benjamin Stoloff. 
B. Burke, Galen: Lindsey, sound; Valen- 


tine, camera. At the Roxy, New York, 
week of March 9. Running time, 62 mins, 
MHartin. .ccccccccescces Coecevecce ip Page 
Alice Woods...... eounentécseceam a Lane 
Fuzsy......0+- coeccecccs Henry B. Walthall 
MEIN. wccccccccscce Coepesocccsse Helen Ware 
Cannon Delmont........++- Warren Hymer 
Cy Williams... .ccccsccessecss Stuart Erwin 
1@. cvccccccccs Covccessecses Sharon Lynn 
City Bditor coccecescees Erville Alderson 





“Speakeasy” really amounts to a 
Movietone newsreel given continu- 
ity by an indifferent story staked 
out with unknown featured players 
who do not improve with path to 
the objective. And plunging through 
both theme and cast are the Movie- 
tone trucks which have gathered 
snatches of New York’s sporting 
world into about 6,000 feet of film 
so authentically as to make disk 
users knash their teeth. Picture is 
going to get some money just on 
these Movietone wagons and be- 
cause the important sets didn’t 
have to be made by Fox. There they 
are, they’re genuine and so is the 
sound. Only thing the gang missed 
was the fire department. 

It ought to be a tidy morsel out 
of New York for it’s all about the 
big village, its roar and the boys 
about town can tell everybody with- 





deliver some hefty wedding gifts 


in five throws their memories as 


the Canary would | ¢ 





the landmarks flash and resound 
while the women can eluck their 
tongues over the wickedness of a 
backroom joint. This is a fight pic- 
ture which the title cleverly dis- 
guises. Previous pictures concern- 
ing the ring, good and bad, having 
proved themselves poison to Women 
this is a point. 


As a picture “Speakeasy” has 
about everything in it every fight 
show on Broadway has had for the 
past three years. Dialog is uneven, 
sometimes awkward, but directorial 
r cutting instinct has done much 
to smooth these spots by quips of 
the now familiar well stewed re- 
porter or from outside personalities 
not concerned with the direct 
theme. Studio has copped the fight 
bit by radio as a bar room mob 
hangs about a mike with the vic- 
torious return match of the hero 
an excuse for some pip shots of 
Madison Square Garden in the flesh 
and in action during a glove battle. 
The camera and sound boys who 
climbed to the top balcony or raft- 
ers to get a couple of shots of a real 
match deserve credit for the best 
ring angle ever cameraed 


Scenario is a prize fight-newspa- 
per routine, the college boy turned 
pro being surrounded by his gyp 
manager and companions while the 
girl is the reporter who takes a 
fancy and sieers the kid back to his 
crown. Climax is the old gag of 
the vacant ringside seat with the 
boy taking a pasting until the girl 
shows up, whence he turns on the 
screen’s fastest come-back. One 
look at the girl is sufficient to throw 
off rounds of punishment, a strictly 
theatric recovery, and a sock that 
immediately floors the opponent. 
Bound to draw a laugh from the 
men, as it did here. 

But the scheming manager, his 
yen for the gal, the regaining of the 
championship and the clinch don’t 
count. It’s the Garden, Times 
Square at night, the subway, Grand 
Central station, Empire track, and 
newspaper press room which con- 
vince. Anyone who has seen enough 
ofthe ’Tone” newsreels will remain 
untouched by the sound of the gal- 
loping goats, but others will like it. 
So “Speakeasy” is a technical staff 
picture. It’s got the first real dou- 
ble exposure footage of actual sound 
emitting from one of the dual sub- 
jects. 

Histrionically, none of the fea- 
tured trio stands out. Lola Lane, 
the heroine, looks as though she 
ought to develop for the screen, but 
Warren Hymer isn’t’ especially 
heavy as the menace and it appears 
a case of miscasting in picking Paul 
Page as the collegiate boxer who 
has forsaken his A. A. U. standing. 
For actual trouping Henry B. Wal- 
thall is still pretty good, and bal- 
anced by Helen Ware as a No. 2 
Guinan, the older couple give the 
kids something to worry about. 








Sharon Lynn does a fickle, - cafe 
singer, being allowed an insert te 
warble a full chorus of a pop num- 
ber. Stuart Erwin does well with his 
half-bunned reporter. Film is full of 
such interruptions which don’t hurt 
the sound assets, but constantly 
prevents a story which was none 
too well at the start from getting 
better. 

On construction the cost sheet 
must have been a laugh to the stu- 
dio. An editorial room, a dressing 
room and a cheap cafe practically 
winding up the carpenters. Fox's 
sound newsreel outfit in New York 
may have, and certainly could have, 
taken care of the rest of it, the 
studio simply adding the close-up 
ring action* with Page and Miss 
Lane cast to get in on a few clips. 


Other than tho sound from the 
first hand locations Stoloff has at 
least kept it moving, and has held 
it to two minutes over the hour 
with sufficient humor decorating 
the structure to offset the short- 
comings for the mob at large. Lit- 
erally a good sound picturé Sid. 


Complete cast for Harold Lloyd’s 
new sound and dialog picture tem- 
porarily titled ‘“T-N-T,” besides the 
star, includes Barbara Kent, Mary 
McAllister, Charles Middleton, Noah 
Young, William Walling, James 
Wong, Douglas Haig. Malcolm St 
Clair directing. 


Warner Brothers exercised their 
option on William Bakewell and as- 
signed him to a featured role for 
“The Gold Digger,” which Roy Del 
Ruth will direct. 
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HORACE HEIDT and His 
Caroling Californians 


Now Playing 


Most Popular Theatre 
'n the West 


LOEW’S WARFIELD 
San Francisco 


With Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” 


“Best in the West” 




















FAMOUS 


B. B. B.’s 


Base Ball Bats 
Coffee Dan’s, Los Angeles, Cal. 

















Entire Publix Tour 











JUST BACK FROM EUROPEAN TOUR 


to Follow 


THREE SWIFTS 


With CHARLES NIGGEMEYER’S “HAPPY-GO-LUCKY” Unit 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK (Week of March 9) NEXT WEEK PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS 
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“THE | 
must certainly be the best i 
talking screen play that has t 
yet been devised,” says the \ 
New York Herald Tribune. 
Playing to S. R. O. $2 busi- ) 
ness at the Criterion Theatre, 
New York. “It will be a great f 
picture for years,” says the } 
New York Mirror. Starring , 
| SKANNE 


EAGELS 


With ‘0. P. Heggie. From the play 
by W. Somerset Maugham. Directed 
by Jean de Limur. Another all-talk- 
ing hit from 


PARAMOUNT 
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CHARLES MOSKOWITZ 
H. M. MESSITER 
BILL SAAL 
CHARLES S. LEVIN 


CHARLES MOSKOWITZ f 


Dear Charlie and Joe: 


Last week at the Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles, 
I fought my way through crowds to see BROADWAY 
MELODY, and how I enjoyed it and how I envied you. 


But listen, Charlie and Joe. Since I returned 
from the Coast we screened a picture, MOTHERS BOY, an 
ALL TALKING, ALL SINGING Melody Drama with Morton 
Downey that makes me honestly feel that we have a 
better picture than "Broadway Melody.'' 


I feel certain that you are just as happy about 


JOR VOGEL 


JOE VOGEL 


SPYROS SKOURAS 


FRED A. FLADER 
SAM DEMBOW, JR. 

ED. ALPERSON 
JACK SULLIVAN 


PRED A. FLADER H. M. MESSITER 


Dear Fred and H. M. 


You men are extremely fortunate in having as your 
guiding genius, Mr. Carl Laemmle, whose methods of 
conveying ideas, not only to the trade but to the 
public, have been an inspiration to all of us. 
“Straight from the shoulder!" 


But here's another one straight from my shoulder. 


We have an ALL TALKING, ALL SINGING, PATHE Melody 
Drama titled MOTHER'S BOY, with Morton Downey, that 
will make more money for the Universal Theatres than 





this as we are, because being in the theatre busi- either "Show Boat" or "Broadway" and - we make 
ness you want good pictures, and whether they this statement with the full realization that 
bear the roaring lion or the crowing rooster is "Broadway" and "Show Boat" are two of the outstand—- 
Ait een 5 It's the results at the box-office ing pictures produced during the current season. 
count. ? 
Sincerély, Sincerely, 
‘ 
SAM DEMBOW, JR. BILL SAAL 


Dear Sam and Bill: 


I am sure that you took an intense pride in the fact that Paramount pro— 
duced and released such a marvelous picture as THE CANARY MURDER CASE. 
I saw the picture and thought it was great, and I know that it is 


doing a tremendous business in all of your theatres. \ 
But let me tell you something, Sam and Bill. You haven't seen any- , 
thing yet. 


MOTHER'S BOY, the ai t-Tolkiny, ane Singing PATHE picture, from a box-office 
standpoint starts where "The, Canary Murder Case" leaves off, and 
I am sure you will share my enthusiasm when you see it, 


Sincerely, — 


CR ira 


CHARLES S, LEVIN 
Dear Jack and Charlie: 


Mr. William Fox and Mr. Winnie Sheehan again dem 
onstrated what a new idea was worth in the picture 
business by giving the public "IN OLD ARIZONA." And 
then to prove that it wasn't an accident, they re- 
peated with "HEARTS IN DIXIE." 


Both Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheehan undoubtedly feel very 
gratified because the results at the box-office subs— 
tantiated their judgement. I sat spellbound through 
both of them. But let me tell you something. This 
business moves fast. Your company makes a big 
picture and then makes a bigger one-——and now we make 
one that surpasses either of them. 


That picture is MOTHER'S BOY, a Singing, Talking 
Pathe Melody Drama with the golden voiced tenor 
Morton Downey, playing the leading role‘ 


Sincerely, Sincerely, 


These letters are very personal, indeed 
But as a special favor you may read-them | 


SPYROS SKOURAS ED. ALPERSON JACK SULLIVAN 


Dear Spyros and Ed: 


Because of the perseverance and /foresight of Warner 
Brothers, we have a new medium of expression in this 
business of ours; that is Talking Pictures. Two of 
the greatest talking pictures, THE JAZZ SINGER 
and THE SINGING FOOL were produced by your company, 
and when I say great I mean great—both from an 
artistic and box-office standpoint. 


These two pictures had a very rejuvenating effect on 
all of the theatres. They have been rejuvenated just 
in time to appreciate a better picture than either 
one of then. It is MOTHER'S BOY, an All-Talking and 
Singing PATHE Melody Drama that will establish new 
motion picture history. . 


It looks like it's another picture for the Hall of Fame. 





MOTHER’S BOY—Pathe All Singing—All Talking Picture 
with MORTON DOWNEY Broadway’s Golden Voiced Tenor 
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VAUDEVILLE 


of? 





Keith’s in 10 


Divisions 





for 


Its Theatre Operation, With 





Divisions. Gen. Mera. 
Chicago Earl Crabb 
Pacific Slope Open . 

New York Open 
Brooklyn Dave Beehler 
New York State Open 

Orpheum, Jr. Open 
Cleveland J. E. Firnkeoss 
Minneapolis Open 

New England Open 

Canada Open 





Divisional Territory 
Chicago—Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 
Louis, Kansas City,.Memphis, New 
Orleane. ~ 
Pacific Slope—All Keith (Orphe- 
wm) theatres west of Denver. 
New York—City of New York 
(Manhattan). nee | 
Brooklyn—City of Brooklyn. 
New York State—All remainder 
of New York, inclusive of Long 
Island, excepting Brooklyn, 
Association—All Keith or Orphe- 
wm, Jr. (Keith's) theatres booked 
eut of the Vaudeville Managers’ 
Association in Chicago. : 
Cleveland — Cleveland, Youngs- 
town, Dayton, Toledo, Akron. 
Minneapolis — Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, Omaha, Denver, ~ Winnipeg, 
Sioux City, Des Moines, 
New England—AMN Keith houses 
fm New England, inctusive of Bos- 
ton. 


Ottawa—City of Ottawa. 





For territorial theatre operation, 
Jos. Plunkett, theatre operater for 
Keith’s, has divided the chain into 
1@ divisions, as above outlined, with 
the general manager of each divi- 
sion so far named by Plunkett. All 
of the general managers will report 
directly to Plunkett at his New 
York headquarters. 


John Royal, in Cleveland, has re- 
signed, effective in a month. 

Previously Keith’s operated in 
about four divisions, with Chicago 
the large centre outside of New 
York. Major Thompson, known as 
an “Albee man,” has been in charge 
ef New York, with Royal, known as 
@ “Murdock man” in charge of the 
Chicago division. 

It is said that Thompson has been 
offered the Keith's contact post, 

“which would bring him into close 
relations with the labor unions. 
m understanding he has not ac- 
cepted. 

New names to vaudeville among 
the divisional general managers are 
Messrs. Crabb and Firnkeoss. 

Crabb was the manager of the 
Davis, Pittsburgh, when it recently 
started with a two-a-day vatde- 
Ville, with a managerial rep previ- 
ously. In Pittsburgh he attracted 
attention, , 

Firnkeoss had been with the 
Stanley chain, having handled the 
eastern end of the Stanley-Fabian 
Circuit in thet state bs 


Joe Smith’s Throat 


Joe Smith (Smith and Dale) of 
the original Avon Comedy Four, is 
affected with a serious throat ail- 
ment. Two weeks ago the act was 
compelled to leave the stage when 
the trouble first showed. After a 
slight operation Smith’s larynx 
started to close. It was feared that 
Smith would never be able to sing 
again and while there is some doubt 
as to the full recovery of the vocal 
chords, a second operation is re- 
Ported entirely successful. 

Smith has gone south to take the 
Sun treatment. He will go abroad 
in the spring for an extended rest. 





Neilan Poised 


Marshall (Mickey) Neilan, the 
film director, may try vaude in 
Person. He's rehearsing a comedy 
sketch of four people. 





VETERAN DIES 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., March 12. 
Sagar Midgeley, 75, vaudeville 
for many years, died*on a Le- 
high Valley sleeper after conclud- 
ing a three days’ engagement at the 
local Poli Saturday night. 
Midgeley’s specialty was 


bur- 
esque juvenile roles. 


3 Divisional Managers Named 








F. & M. Units in Chicago; 
At Sheridan April 15 


Chicago, March 12. 

Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” 
(units) will play the Sheridan and 
Terminal theatres, this city. These 
are the major houses of the Ascher 
Bros. chain, now in receivership 
and operated for Fox hy Joe Leo. 
Marco was here last week on his 
way east and completed negotia- 
tions with Leo. 


Sheridan, now dark, reopens 
April 15 with an F. & M. unit, the 
Terminal following a week later. 
Two more local stands are sup- 
posedly being lined up for the F. & 
M. stage shows. \ 

Sheridan marks the first appear- 
ance of an F..& M. troupe east of 
Salt bake City. Marco is reported 
counting on a route of seven or 
eight wéeks from Salt Lake to Chi- 
cago.  * 





a 


Marco arrived in New York 
Thursday and remains this week 
for a talent hunt. Coast unit pro- 
ducer has been catching from four 
to six. shows daily. 

Possibility that the Fanchon and 
Marco ideas may ultimately play 
farther east than Chicago. 


Fox, B’klyn, in Vaude; 
8 Acts Start This Week 


New Fox house at Flatbush, 
Nevins: and Fulton intersection in 
Brooklyn, goes into an eight-act 
vaude bill instead of presentations 
starting this Saturday (March 16), 
booked by Jack Loeb in the New 
York Fox offices. 

The initial show will run nine 
days, due to the Saturday premiere 
but the following week the vaude 
will start on Monday, 

The opening bill includes Frank 
Fay, Blossom Seeley and - Benny 
Fields, Dooley and Sales, James 
Carr and band, Dave Apollon, Kel- 
ler Sisters and Lynch. 

The new Fox has been open about 
seven mofiths. It has all kinds of 
opposition in that neighborhood, 
being within a radius of the Or- 
pheum, Paramount and Albee the- 
atres. 








10,000 30c Tickets Missing 
At Keith’s 105th, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 12, 

Investigators here on behalf of 
Keith’s, New York, :re reported to 
have discovered a discrepancy of 
10,000 30c. tickets at Keith’s 105th 
Street vaudfilm theatre. The other 
Keith’s are the Palace and Hip. 

Nothing more is locally known 
of the matter. It is said the New 
York headquarters have actively 
taken up the missing coupon mess. 


— 


Murdock Buys 4 Homes 
Los Angeles, March 12. 


J. J. Murdock while out here spent 
most of his time looking at and 
buying up real estate. Among the 
properties he acquired are four resi- 
dences, of which only one will be 
used by the Murdocks, 

Of the other homes, ene will go 
to Murdock’s relatives, the Sleepers, 
one to Pat Casey and the other for 
visiting friends. 











No Deal 


Syracuse, N. Y.; March 12. 

Jackie Coogan and his pa, home 
from Europe and ready for a new 
fling at vaudeville, wanted to play 
the latter’s home town. 

John J. Burnes, local Keith repre- 
sentative, thought it could be ar- 
ranged. 

Coogan, Sr., mentioned $5,000 for 
the week. 
~ No sale. 


SHARKEY’S VAUDE DATE 


Jack Sharkey, heavyweight con- 
tender, has a date to play vaude 
for Keith’s at the Memorial, Boston, 
week of March 24. 

Sharkey is a native of that town. 








Ban Commercial Plugs 





Keith has ordered elimina- 
tion of commercial plugs by all 
acts in R-K-O theatres. Order 
also goes for managers who 
plug local merchants through 
their vaude bills. 

Godfrey's proviso was sent 
out Monday in letter form to 
all bookers, managers and 
agents. 

Order banning merchandise 
plugging reported result of an 
incident in a Keith house re- 
cently. A comedy act uses a 
stock automobile as part of its 
paraphernalia. Act charged 
the manager of the house with 
supplying an undesirable car 
because, by doing so, the man- 
ager received a 30 per cent dis- 
count on his own machine. 


VALLEE $4,000 
FROM PUBLIX 


Opens at Paramount, 
N. Y., Apr. 20—10 Wks. 














Radio popularity has jumped 
Rudy Vallee into abnormal box 
office merit, peaked by the $4,000 
a week he will receive from Publix 
for a 10 weeks’ minimum stay at the 
Paramount, New York. Vallee is 
getting $4,000 a week for himself 
and seven men, a record figure for | 
an orchestral ensemble of this num- 


ber. He opens at the Paramount 
April 20 and will double as m. c. for 
the pres¢ntations. 

Vallee is currently at the RKO 
Palace at $1,500 a week with a $500 
increase slated. This is his third 
week of a four week marathon. He 
continues in the RKO metropolitan 
houses until the Publix date. In 
addition, the Villa Venice has been 
rechristened the Villa Vallee, where 
he plays nightly for dinner and 
supper dances. He is also doing tea 
dansants at the Hotel Lombardy. 

E. W. Scheuing, of the National 
Broadcasting Company, — personal 
representative for Vallee, made the 
Publix engagement. 


M-G’s Short Names 


Van and Schenck, having made 
four sound shorts for M-G-M, will 
make four more. 

Additional names added by M-G 
for shorts list—Titta Ruffo (3); 
Happiness Boys; Jimmy Hussey; 
Georgie Price; Yvette Rugel, Kel- 
ler Sisters and Lynch; Marian 
Kuienko; Revellers (3); Nanette 
Guilford and Max Rosen (2), and 
the Gilbert and Sullivan Male En- 
semble. 











Vincent-Goodman West to 
“Look Over Pan Circuit 


Frank Vincent, in New York for 
the past week, returned to Los An- 
geles yesterday (Tuesday) with 
Maurice Goodman, general counsel 
for the R-K-O Circuit. 

Called to New York by R-K-O 
heads, Vincent was placed on the 
executive staff of the circuit. His 
future duties, not yet definitely set, 
may keep him on the coast. Under- 
standing is that both men will look 
over the Pantages Circuit with 
thoughts of buying or affiliation. 

Vincent formerly booked the Or- 
pheum Circuit and later became di- 
visional manager for Keith’s in the 
Coast territory. He is a resident of 
Los Angeles. 





COHOES’ EXCITEMENT 


Cohoes, N. Y., March 12. 

Report revived that a chain sys- 
tem is negotiating for property 
here for a vaude house. City has 
been without variety entertain- 
ment for years, its two theatres 
playing pictures. 

Town's population is 25,000. 





LeMaire’s New Racket 


Rufus LeMaire has quit show 
business and accompanying head- 
aches. 

Rufe has gone to Chicago to ex- 
ercise recently purchased Illinois 
state rights to a new patent cigaret 
lighter. 


|was in effect. 


Fans Go Sectional on Choice 
For R-K-0 Broadcast Program 





Palace, N. Y., Doing 
Three Sunday Shows 


Keith’s Palace, New York, last 
two-a-day straight vaudeville house 
in the east, went three-a-day Sun- 
day for the one day. Recently im- 


proved business at Keith’s show 
window was announced by the cir- 
cuit as reason of the extra Sabbath 
performance, 

To allow for the added show, the 
Sunday matinee went on at 2 p. m. 
instead of 2:30. Afternoon scale 


Palace has been a strict two-a- 
day house since opening. Excep- 
tions were made on New Year's 
Eve only, with a midnight. perform- 
ance added. 

Whether there will be additional 
compensation for acts playing the 
extra show was not announced. Acts 
on the current bill are reported to 
have gone on gratis Sunday (open- 
ing day). 

Nearest two-a-day (Keith) or 
Keith-booked theatre to the Palace 
has been the Davis, Pittsburgh. 
Davis (Warner-Stanley), booking 
through Keith’s, switched to three- 
a-day last week after a short trial 
with revived two-a-day, 

Capacity gross for the one more 
Sunday performance, at $1.50 top, 
would be between $2,000 and $2,500. 

Palace gross on the three shows 
Sunday was $8,200. pe 

Supper(second) show played to 
slightly under capacity. Night show 
a sell out. Night business appar- 
ently not affected by the earlier at- 
tendance. 

Greatest difficulty arose in ush- 
ering the customers out, with each 
show practically on top of the pre- 
ceding one. Palace patrons have 
been accustomed to taking their 
time during exodus, 4 

It was stated by Keith's that the 
initial supper show business war- 
rants continuation of the three-a- 
day policy on Sundays. 


5% and No Gratuities, 
Agents Go on Record 


Keith agents have been ordered 
to notify acts by letter of the pres- 
ent full 5 per cent. commission ar- 
rangement. This is the first official 
notification to acts to that effect. 

Purpose of the-order, from re- 
ports, is to place on record the 
agents’ formal agreement to the 5 
per cent. basis, with the letters to 
acts also stating the agents are not 
permitted to be compensated be- 
yond that amount. ’ 

Copies of the agents’ letters will 
be held by Keith’s booking office for 
use in the event a charge of ac- 
cepting commission beyond the 5 
per cent. allowed is lodged against 
a representative, 

Along with the order, George 
Godfrey asked the agents to send 
copies of their letters to acts to his 
office fer okay. 











Not the Mahoney 


Los Angeles, March 12. 


Will Mahoney, stabbed in the 
apartment of Lenore Casanova, for- 
mer “Follies” girl, is not the vaude 
comic of the same name. Stabbing 
of Mahoney was said to have been 
the finale of a fight between Ma- 
honey and Mitchell Harris, a stage 
director. 





Will Mahoney is at Keith’s, Day- 
ton, O., first half this week. 


ROSALIE’S 32 SCRIPTS 
Los Angeles, March 13. 
Rosalie Stewart, who will head 
the RKO vaude production depart- 
ment beginning April 1, is here to 
dispose of 12 plays and 20 shorts 
for pictures. 
She will be back in New York 
when her new contract begins. 








READER’S WARNER SHORTS 


Ralph Reader, English. dance di- 
rector, now in England, has been 
signed with Warners to s.age a 
series of novelty sound shorts, with 
dancing, to be made at the Brook- 
lyn studios. 

Reader’s contract was negotiated 





by the Yates office. 
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With close to 50,000 ballots in by 
Monday, the lead of R-K-O's vot- 
ing contest in which listeners-in- 
among patrons of Keith’s vaude 
theatres will select their own radio 
bill for April 2, was retained by 
Rudy Vallee (band), with 2,348 
votes. 

Belle Baker climbed steadily and 
by Monday stood only 34 points 
behind Vallee. Miss Baker, with 
2,314, leads her nearest feminine 
rival, Fannie Brice, by 864, 


Vallee’s consistent pace-setting is 
attributed to the fact that a major- 
ity of ballots in thus far were cast 
in New York and the east. Vallee 
is more of a radio than a vaude 
name and when the western votes 
show up there is a chance Rudy 
may have a battle, 

West Has Own Fans 

Illini Singing Band, a compara- 
tively unknown around New York, is 
running third on votes in from 
the middle west, where the collegi- 
ate orchestra has been playing un- 
til recently. 

Another middle western vote get- 
ter, and a surprise, is Charles Ray, 
the former film star, in eighth place 
with 1,222 votes. 

The April 2 hour will be R-K-O’s 
regular weekly exploitational broad- 
cast for that week, sent out as usual 
over the National Broadcasting 
Chain (R. C, A.). The eight leaders 
in the final standing will comprise 
the program. 

Under rules of the contest, only 
such acts as are playing for Keith’s 
(vaude), Radio Pictures or R. C. A. 
will be recognized in the voting 
and final selections. 

Of the 15 leaders on returns in to 
date, three are not under R-K-O 
employment at the present time, 
Happiness Boys, Fannie Brice and 
Charles Ray. All votes will stand. 

Poll to Date 

Here are the 15 leaders up to 
Monday: 

Rudy Vallee (band) ..... 2,348 

Belle Baker ........ coves 28,314 

Illini Singing Band ...... 1,954, 

Van and Schenck ........ 1,534 

Happiness Boys ........- 1,512 

Fannie Brice ........++e++e2+ 1,450 

Miss Patricola ......cscce 1,916 

Charles Ray ....ccccescose 1,282 

Gilda Gray ........ covces 2,000 

Ben Bernie (band) ....... 1,130 

Leatrice Joy ......seweeee 1,124 

Fannie Ward ..........++ 1,036 

Ted Lewis (band) ....... 1,026 

Sophie Tucker ........:.< 1,008 

Nick LARD. .ciccccccceed' aes 


Along with ballots a list of ap- 
proximately 600 acts in Keith's 
vaude is distributed to theatre pat- 
rons. The list includes all names 
and all other turns suitable for 
broadcasting. 





Express Co. Must Pay 
For Actor’s Lost Date 


An important decision by Judge 
Murray in the City Court is the 
award of damages to Doran Rives 
against the American Railway Ex- 
press Co. for loss of a vaudeville 
engagement through the company’s 
failure to deliver his trunks on 
time. Negligence on the transfer 
company’s part was charged and 
damages were asked for $321.58, 
this including $285 for his Niagara 
Falls (N. Y¥.) engagement, plus $24 
fares. 

The express company is appeal- 
ing on a test. It alleges that as a 
common carrier it cannot be held 
liable for damages sustained 
through performers missing en- 
gagements. 

Julius Kendler represented Rives. 
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HENRI LARTIGUE 
of Paris Office now in 
New York 
Communicate with him at 
New York Office regarding 
European Bookings 








ZA2SA1R GANVHO 





LOS ANGELES: LOEW'S STATE 


CHICAGO: 1111 BUTLER BLDG. @ 


Se ee 


5 SRR 


a tv 


* 


PT ORY RE 


A 


























a er, Hated Ah, __ VARIETY — — ee 
™ THE SENSATION | 


VV) 2) <1) a oh a OVNI NL OLE) eal 





RIGHTS TO .THE SONG THAT +14 


[JUST AN 










Se ee ae ae 


| 
} 





I KISS YOUR HAND, MADAME 


ware SOLTER 
Music by 
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Van and Schenck to in 
Radio’s Full Length Talker 


Gus Van and Joe Schenck are to 
star in a full length talker, pro- 
posed by Radio Pictures, It is to 
be called “St. Louis Blues.” 

Deal is being handled by Joseph I 
Schnitzer for Radio, film to be shot 
on the coast next summer. 





Kemp-Moore Agency 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., has teamed with 
©. W. Moore as Kemp-Moore,’ Inc., 
in the artists’ representation biz. 














GEORGE I DORMONDE 


bicitee % R- a Circuit 
tative: J. JACOBS 








LILLIAN DREW 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


with Harry Carroll Unit 
Per. Mgt. R-K-O Circuit 

















| SWITCH-ON LEONARD. 





Tryon Will Do Minstrel Film, Not 
Eddie—Vet to Get “Understander” 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Eddie Leonard will not be starred 
in Universal's “The Minstrel Show.” 
Harry Pollard, to have directed, has 
been held up on “Show Boat” and 
will not be able to get to this story 
fer two or three months. Meanwhile, 
Leonard has been drawing $2,500 a 
week and been idle for several 
months. 

Another story from the play “The 
Understander,” by Jo Swirling, has 
been bought and will be given to 








Leonard. Main character, instead of 
an acrobat, will be changed to a 
song and dance man as also the 
title. Bob Hill assigned to direct 
with femme lead Jane La Verne. 
Production starts March 25. 


Pollard will make the -minstrel 
picture with Glen Tryon. Title will be 
changed as Warners have registered 
“The Minstrel Show” as a future 
picture for Al Jolson with the pro- 
ducers’ association. 





CRAIG’S TWO YEARS 
Baitimore, March 12. 

Richey Craig, Jr., at the Century 
as m.c., has signed with Loew for 
two years on a sliding scale con- 
tract. 

He cancelled a prior booking at 
the Palladium, London, to accept 
the offer. 





TED LEWIS SITTING IN 


. Los Angeles, March 12. 
Ted Lewis is at Warners sitting 
in on the preparation of “Is Every- 
body Happy,” in which he will be 
starred, 
It’s an original being written by 
Joe Jackson and Jimmy Starr. 








PALACE NUT 
RAISED $2,500 


Salary lists (acts) for nine act 
bills at the Palace, New York, will 
exceed $10,000 and frequently run 
close to $12,000 from now on. The 
average will settle between the two 
amounts, 


Average expenditures for Palace 
shows in the past has been ap- 
proximately $8,500, or slightly un- 
der. 


Last four Palace bills have rep- 
resented more than $11,000, with 
last week’s the highest at $12,225. 

During the same period (four 
weeks) the Palace grosses have 
been in the neighborhood of $8,000 
higher than the takings in the cor- 
responding weeks last year. The 
three-a-day policy on Sundays, in- 
stalled for the first time this week. 
will algo increase the gross. As it 
is possible for the house to do from 
$2,000 to $2,500 at the supper per- 
formances on Sundays, that extra 
show may almost take care of the 
difference in cost between the old 
bills and.the new. 

House booker for the Palace a 
present is Arthur Willi, In addi- 
tion George Godfrey, Keith's book- 
ing head, is giving the circuit's ace 
house his personal attention. 





BENNY RUBIN’S TALKER 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
“Cloaks and Suits” will be Benny 
Rubin's first all talking feature for 
Universal. 
Jack Foley will direct, starting 
April 2. Story by Jerr Horwin. 

















THIRD 








CONSECUTIVE WEEK 


ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES : 
Every Morning at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 
Soon to Appear in an M-G-M Feature Talking Picture 


P. S.—Spare Time with Al Boasberg 











Radio Trnanet Family 

Publicity heads of Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum and subsidiaries will meet 
one day a week at lunch to discuss 
institutional exploitation, 

The lunchers are Major H. W. 
Angus, Emmett Crozier and J. Ha- 
ber, R. C. A.; William Johnstone, 
N.B.C.; I. M. Knorr, RCA-Photo- 


phone, and Mark Luescher, Keith's 
(vaude),. 


Osterman s 16 Weeks 


Chicago, March 12. 
Jack Osterman has made good as 
m. c. at the Oriental. 


Bringing him in for two weekg 
with options of six and then eight 
weeks, B. & K. will exercise both 
options. That guarantees him at 
least 15 weeks. 

Osterman is the first Broadway 
type of m. ce. ever in the house. 

















GERALDINE and JOE 


SENSATIONAL JUVENILES 
Return Engagements Within Two Weeks at These Houses: 
WEEK OF MARCH 16th—STANLEY, JERSEY CiTy 
WEEK OF MARCH 23rd—BRANFORD, NEWARK 
. « 








STARTING WEEK OF APRIL 21 


R-K-O INTERSTATE CIRCUIT 
Dir. WM. MORRIS RKO—EZ KEOUGH, Chas. Morrison Agency 
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3 McCANN SISTERS 


: Best Harmony in Vaudeville. 
Youth, Pep and Talent 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, NOW 
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ERNIE YOUNG 


OF CHICAGO 
Will be at the PARAMOUNT HOTEL, New York 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13 


To Engage Acts for Immediate Work 


Suitable for Picture Houses and Night Clubs 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN BLUE SINGERS AND 
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SHAVER 
HIS TINY TOWN REVU 











PRESS COMMENT 


e 





THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY 








novelties the Palace 





—A Lilliputian Novelty 


had ever housed. 


Irene Franklin and Van and Schenck Among the Providers 


Early in its ‘course the bill includes a midget act, Buster Shaver and his 
Tiny Town Revue, and those who would know about such things were ° 
pretty emphatic yesterday in statin’ that it was one of the best lilliputian 








THIS W™EK (March 10), PALACE, New York 


LING COLISEUM, LAST HALF 


Direction TISHMAN & O’NEAL 
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20 Atlantans “Go” for 
$40,000 on Femme Beauts 








Atlanta, March 12 
Twenty prominent business men 
of this burg are poorer by $40,000 
as a result of the bust of Interna- | 


tional Be Tours, Inc., | 


TINSEL 
ETAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and sliver bro- 
cades. metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings rhinestones, epang ies. 
tights, opera hose, etc.. etc.. for stage; 
costumes Sarrptes upenp request 


J. J. Wyle & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


auty a scheme 


























to wildcat the south with a troupe 
of European beauts. 

Sad news was delivered to the 
Howard Lichey 
music on behalf of 


stockholders by 
who faced the 


James A. Carrier, former manager 
of the local Capitol theatre. Car- 
rier decided his health demanded he 
stay away from the little meeting 
at which Lichey explained that all 
was lost. Meanwhile the stockhold- 
ers have a “trackless train” avail- 
able for exploitation purposes and 


are demanding an audit of the 


funds. . 


JACOBS MOVES IN 


E. M. Jacobs, in charge of fairs 
for Keith’s Boston office, has been 
brought to New York by Wesley 
Fraser and will split his time be- 
tween the two offices. 

New York Keith’s has no fair 
department, 








Grange In Brooklyn 

Harold “Red” Grange is breaking 
in the same act he did out west in 
Brooklyn the first half of this week. 

Skit has a new cast and expecta- 
tions of picking up RKO dates in 
about two weeks. Players include 
Virginia Barrett, Lucille Head and 
Chick Chandler. 














Chicago Neighbs Bolster 
Late Week Night Biz 

Chicago, March 12. 
Attempts to overcome the falling 
off of the late week night business 
at the B. & K. Uptown has been 
worked successfully for two weeks 

“Whoopee Nights.” 

are special shows for the 


with 
These 
last performance with two or three 
There is 
regular 


additional acts booked. 
clowning by the 
Publix stageband unit troupe, simi- 
lar to vaude’s afterpleces. ~ °* 

Local neighborhéod houses have 
been getting poor last show biz 
right along. 


also 





Ban Chance Game 


Cleveland, March. 12. 

Managers of neighborhood houses 
who have been raffling everything 
from chinaware to Fords must think 
up another. If they disobey, they 
face a fine of $500 or six months in 
the hoosegow or both. 

This ultimatum was laid. down 
by Ben Levin, assistant law di- 
rector, to 160 exhibitors at a recent 
meeting of the Cleveland Motion 
Picture Exhibitors Association. 





‘Chi Palace Out of Red 


On Policy of Name Acts 


Chicago, March 12. 

New Palace here, which had been 
one of the red marks on the Or- 
pheum circuit since opening is be- 
ginning to click, 

In the, past six weeks It has 
shown a substantial profit, with 
headliners, including Guy Lembardo 


and his orchestra (great iccal 
draw), Charles Murray, Leatrice 
Joy, Ray Miller Orchestra, Nan 


Halperin, and last week Webb and 
Hay. 





FAY’S NEW ACT 

Frank Fay opens tomorrow night 
(Thursday) in a vaude act written 
by himself. He will play in New 
Jersey four weeks before | being 
brought into New York. 

Barbara Stanwyck-(Mrs. Fay) 
will not ~be in the cast, which is 
composed of five people. Nick 
Copeland and Mack (Miller and 
Mack) comprise the comedy with 
Vineyard Co. 





Milton Bren in N. Y. 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Milton Bren, artists’ representa- 
tive, enroute to New York to sign 
talent. 


——=s 


- Bush-Sobel Teaming 


Phil Bush and Nat Sobel, two of 
the four individual Keith agents 
restricted to the “fifth floor” only 
for all bookings, will double up in 
one agency. 

As a team they have been granted 
permission to book on both floors, 





L. A. Orpheum Wiring 
Los Angeles, March 19. 
Orpheum is being wired for 
Photophone. Pathe Sound News 
will be inaugurated as soon ag in. 
stallation is completed. 











THOMPSON 
KEMP 


“VARIETY” :—“Good standard vaude 
bill at Pantages with the initial coast 
appearance of Sonny Thompson 
(colored). Thompson with his femme 
_—, a ee wy with 
comedy ° an ot step- 

ping. When Thompson got busy with 
his drums hetiedeverythingup... 


Representative, DICK HENRY 























Memorial, Boston, Next Week (Mar. 17) 


After Three Consecutive Years in Broadway Successes 


. A LAUGHING SENSATION 


Upon Their Return to Vaudeville at . 


R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 


THIS ‘WEEK (MAR. 10) 


GORDON 


MARTHA 


DOOLEY ~ MORTON 


“DOING THEIR STUFF” 





Direction Edw. S. Keller 


























PLAYING 


RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 


Direction: SAM SHANNON 
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W.V.M.A. Absorbs Diamond Time 


In Move to Restore Vaude West 


—— 4 





rtant move in recon- 

ace at the depleted W.V.M.A. 
revit has been made with an- 
pouncement that the association 
taken over the Billy Diamond 
family department of Chicago and 
qill have Billy Diamond in charge 
ef a newly created W.V.M.A. fam- 

tment. 

rend brings with him about 
gix and a half weeks of independent 
time, distinct from Gus Sun houses, 








a 








‘JELLYBEAN’ JOHNSON 


Featuring His Original 
ALLIGATOR CRAWL 


San Bernadino “Sun” 
“Perhaps most popular member of 
the cast was the colored gentleman 
who gave his own interpretation of a 
Mississippi River dance. It was, to 
4 use another slang expression, the last 
word.” 


Rep.: LYONS & LYONS 

















MERCEDES 


BRILLIANT 
SHOWMANSHIP 
is an Inspiration to 


Progressive Managers 
cei 


HIS ARTISTIC PERFORM- 
ANCE a Revelation to 


Audiences. 
een 
HIS PUBLICITY IDEAS 
Great “Copy” for Papers. 
ca eeneecaniatl 


HIS ENGAGEMENT As- 
sures Increased Box Office 
Receipts. 

Rtenimandenenll 
VERDICT OF 
ALL MANAGERS 














——— 

Direction R-K-O Circuit 
Mar, 11, Albee, Providence 
Mar. 24, Keith’s, Louis- 

ville, Ky. 
Mar. 28, Keith’s, Dayton, O. 
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COSCIA and VERDI 


a “VARIETY” 

Coscia and Verdi ‘panicked a 
crowd that sees real comedy 
rarely. Comic saws on a ‘cello, 
chewing zum and assuming dis- 
dainful indifference toward the 
customers. Naturally they eat it. 

ere is an abundance of good 
pantomime in the act and por- 
tions of neatly arranged har- 
mony when the straight accom- 
panies on his fiddle. A standard 


turn.” 
R-K-O CIRCUIT 


? 











and will also go into territories 
where regular W.V.M.A. shows 
have. been prohibitive in cost. 
Offices will be located on the 
fourth floor of the State-Lake 
building, just below the W.V.M.A. 
headquarters, Although there will 
be co-operation between both of- 
fices, each is to be regarded as an 
individual unit with its own sal- 
aries. There will be no jeopard- 
izing of act’s rating with an act 
able to play the family time at less 
salary without hurting its stand- 
ing in the W.V.M.A. offices. The 
new family department will be 
strictly what its name _ implies, 
having no bearing on time given 
acts on the fifth floor. 

Built Indie Time 
Diamond’s record in 
classes him as_ guited to his 
duties as general booking man- 
ager of the new department. 

The W.V.M.A. family department, 
besides being a distinct move 
toward the rebuilding of western 
vaudeville, will be a life-saver for 
many houses in the territory and 
will be a long-needed outlet for 
acts. It is understood Diamond 
will relieve some of the re ular 
W.V.M.A. bookers from “houses that 
cannot afford to play W.V.M.A. 
shows. While there have been 
many houses that could afford to 
play $500 and $1,000 bills, most acts 
refused to play the houses for fear 


the west 





Faber’s Gag ‘ 





Earl Faber is carrying a live 


skunk in his act for hokum 
purposes. 

His opening line, to the 
music, is “Climb upon my 





knee, Sonny Boy.” 








Makes Rounds By Plane 


Seattle, March 12. 
Charles Crickmore, the I. A. 
traveling representative, headquar- 
tered here, is the only district man 
who uses an airplane to cover his 
long jumps. 

Crickmore’s unions are more 
widely separated than any of the 
other districts; he makes auto con- 
nections with those nearby and air- 
planes for the long hops. 
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Offer ‘American Lease 
After Loew Tenancy 





American theatre and roof, 42d 
street and 8th avenue, will be of- 
fered for new lease by the owners 
upon expiration of Loew's lease- 
hold in May. Property is owned 
by the Sabrowsky estate, also own- 
ers of the Broadway (Keith’s) the- 
atre site. Property was recently 
sold and theatre demolished to 


make way for a commercial struc- 
ture. 


Morris & McVeigh, attorneys for 
Sabrowsky, are negotiating to lease 
the American. 

Loew's lease on the theatre and 
roof was reported in Variety some 
time ago as soon to expire. At that 
time it was reported a non-the- 
atrical organization would buy the 
ground and erect an office building. 





of setting a precedent with the 
W.V.M.A. and Jr. Orpheum. The 
family department relieves them of 
any risk in playing the dates, it is 
promised. 

Undoing Old Damage 


Piazza also will establish con- 
ferences between independent house 
owners and bookers, at which there 
will be a discussi6On of particular 
and general needs and problems, as 
well as promotion of good will be- 
tween the indies, bookers and acts. 
Feelings on all sides became pretty 
ragged during the high-handed 
reign of Heiman and Kahl. 

This is the first time in years 
that any one has attempted logical- 
ly to boost the W.V.M.A. back into 
its former status in the vaude 
field. 
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5th Floor Discipline 

Agents who don’t turn in a weekly 
list of available acts will be dis- 
ciplined by having their names 
posted on the fifth floor bulletin 
board. 

The 10 disobedient pupils for this 
week are Harry Fitzgerald, Hennes- 
sey & Brown, Morris & Feil, Charles 
Morrison, Jimmy Plunkett, George 
Choos, Harry Rogers, Sol Turek, 
Dave Gordon, Bellitt & Shannon. 

Agents also are advised to stay 
on their side of the booking railing 
and not to mingle with the bookers. 














HELLO 


JACK FORESTER 


NEXT FOUR WEEKS 
VACATIONING 


New York City 























CARL RITCHIE 


TAP AND ECCENTRIC DANCER 
STH CONSECUTIVE WEEK WITH LEONORA’S STEPPERS 


























THE RHYTHM SPECIALIST 


JOHNNY ELLIOTT 


Vaudeville’s Cleverest, Classiest Offerin 
“THE DANCE DOCTOR” 


SOME OF MY PATIENTS 
ag ema KAY 


Acro-itis 
TIRZAH JOHNSTON 
Jazz-i Jazz-itis 
Attending D’r’s—PAUL EDWARDS and MIKE APPEL 


FAYE JOYCE 
Ballar-itis 
EILEEN SHANNON 


























111 E. 


Personal Direction: 














Tea Dansants 


THE GONDOLIERS 


HOTEL LOMBARDY 
56th pt 


AND 


Connecticut Yankees 








HIS 


Enjoying Our Engagement at the 
R-K-O PALACE, New York 


at the 


VILLA 


VICTOR RECORDS EXCLUSIVELY 


E. W. Scheuing, National Broadcasting Co., 711 5th Ave., New York City 


Dinner and Supper Dances 


10 E. 60th 





Exclusively Under the Management of the 
National Broadcasting Company 


VALLEE 
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Chi Agents Protest 
No-Split Dates West 


Chicago, March 12. 

Orders emanating from New York 
regarding the Chicago Association 
agents has left the boys up in the 
air. 

Initial ruling by George Godfrey 
that the local agents should share 
commission with New York agents 
on all acts playing western terri- 
tory was a life-saver for the Chi- 
cago group. It was understood at 
the time that Chicago agents would 
eplit with New York on everything 











“VARIETY,” March 6th, said: 
86TH ST. 


Just ome act besides revue, 
Nathano Bros., who opened the bill 
because there was no other place for 
them, but who are capable of holding 
down a spot in any intermediate. 
They do comedy roller skating, but 
how they do it. The comedian is a 
heavy set, rotund. person who can 
take punishing falls despite his 
weight. Dresses in shabby genteel 
getup of cutaway and much-used 
topper. Doesn't need grotesque bags 
or a red nose because his pantomime 
is genuinely funny. Does his falls 
in series, which build to a roar like 
a shrewdly planted comedy bit. Does 
half-falis and almost-falis and then 
the grand bump, using most of the 
stage. Most of the fails are from 
a table to which he leaps from a 
standing pose. A real pantemimist 
on rollers, and not a mere knock- 
about ‘clown. 

Rush. 


the 


on the Junior Orpheum and As- 
sociation time west of Detroit and 
Indianapolis, including the regular 
Orpheum houses. 

Now comes a ruling that if an act 
has open time between Chicago and 
Kansas City, and the time is filled 
in the west in order to let the act 
play Kansas City, the eastern agent 
gets all the commission. This 
seems unfair to Chicago agents, who 
are left without a cent for efforts 
expended. 

In all probability this angle will 
be straightened when Ben Piazza, 
western general manager of the As- 
sociation and Junior Orpheum, goes 
to New York this week. 





PALACE SERVICES 


By arrangement with Elmer 
Rogers, manager, the Federation of 
Churches has arranged for Easter 
services in the Palace each day. 
starting at noon. 

Easter service, beginning March 
19, will continue eight days. 





GRANADA DELAYS 


Chicago, Merch 12. 

Mae Murray's appearance at the 
Marks boys’ Granada has been set 
back, to April.6. Miss. Murray was 
to have opened March 23, but was 
switched on account of it being Holy 
Week. 

Winnie Lightner, also booked for 
the Granada next week, had to tem- 
porarily cancel because of a War- 
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ner film she is making at present. 
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GENERAL 


BOOKING 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E xX 


160 WEST 46"ST-. 
NEW YORK CITY 


H. LUBIN 








MARVIN H. SCHENCK 
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CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 
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A VAUDEVILLE AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 
CONSISTENT. EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. 
Lackawanna 7876 


—_— 


Vaudeville Agency 


Cor. 45th St. and 


roadway 
New York City 


BOOKERS AS FIELD MEN 





Instructed To Be Guided by Grosses 
Not Own Tastes In Acts 





All members of Keith's “fifth 
floor” (Family Dept.) booking staff 
will make periodical road trips as 
scouts for new theatres. 

To meet the same end the book- 
ers have been advised by Wesley 
Fraser, in charge of the “fifth 
floor” books and bookers, to famil- 
larize “themselves thoroughly with 
their respective territories and 
guide their bookings by grosses 
rather than by personal tastes. 





PAN ACTS IN TUCSON 
Los Angeles, March 12. 


Ritz, Tucson, Ariz., under. con- 
struction for A. H. Youmans, will 
open April 1 with first run pic- 
tures -and five acts of Pantages 
vaude on Saturday and Sunday. 

Youmans is now in Los Angeles 
booking attractions. House is a 
1,000-seater. 





On Duncans’ Story 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Leonard Praskins is at M-G-M 
writing a story for the Duncans. 


Sisters are due here in two 
months. 
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L. A. House Cancels Singer 
Because of Publicity 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

As the result of unfavorable pub. 
licity following an automobile acci. 
dent, Paramount theatre here has 
cancelled the contract of George 
Dewey’ Washington, colored bari- 
tone at house for the past five 
weeks. 

Washington is held on suspicion 
of manslaughter of Irma Reese, 20, 
colored waitress, killed when his 
ear collided with another running 
without lights. Case is complicated 
through police claiming baritone 





was speeding. 














Eddie Mayo 


and his 


Gang of Harmonica 





Rascals 


Signed to Replace Borrah Minevitch in 


Hammerstein’s “GOOD BOY” 














Thanks to My Personal Representative, LOU IRWIN 




















RADIO- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 


Circuit of Theatres 


VAUDEVILLE 
EXCHANGE 


General Booking Offices 


PALACE THEATRE 
BUILDING 
1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 





























CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


Telephone Exchange: Bryant 9300 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 


RKO 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 




















A NEW COMBINATION 
MAURICE H. ROSE N. E. MANWARING 
NICK AGNETA, Associate ; 
EXCLUSIVE ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVES AND PRODUCERS FOR 





AND AFFILIATED INDUSTRIES 
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH 


3 RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM—NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO.—VICTOR RECORDS 


THE BLANCHARDS 


WE WILL PRODUCE, DIRECT AND FURNISH SCRIPT’ FOR LEADING LEGITIMATE AND MOTION PICTURE STARS 


HOLLYWOOD OFFICE, TAFT BUILDING, HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


Chicago Representative: THE SIMON AGENCY, State-Lake Theatre Building, Chicago, Illinois 


Suite 801-802, Palace Theatre Bldg., 1564 Broadway, New York 


Telephone—Bryant 0406-0407 © 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 











VARIETY 39 
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UNT audience Spector is good for an Openi . 
: pening a scrim effect is used to 
PARAMO encore. Ashley Page, a six-stick METROPOLITAN bring out a vocal ensemble later ROXY 
(Wired) ; xylophonist from vaude, was second (Wired) blending into a dance. The ballet (Wired) 
(“Happy-Go-Lucky”-unit) and sounded good. He's all right 


New York, March 9. 
supplementary stage and 
musical bi'l packing up one of the 
pest pictures detailed to program 
assignment in the Paramount or 
other downtown house in 
oaths. “Canary Murder Case 
Par), 100 per cent. talker, and 100 
: r cent. on other things besides 
dialog, looks like a money film. it 
lied heavy gross epening day 
saturday) when in early afternoon 
eg were lined up in front, on the 
43a street side, while earlier birds 
filled the inner lobby. And more 
standees in the rear of the audi- 


torium. . ; 
resentation, C. E. Nigge 
Th nae PY Happy-Go-Lucky” unit, 
ran slightly more than half an hour. 
Bobby Agnew (New Acts), the film 
juve, in person, featured along with 
more vere specialty turns, 

and band. 
gy of bs white ponies in a chorus 
and dance seemed something 
for a-unit. Presence of Agnew 
gn this picture house unit might also 
be classed as a departure from the 
routine, ne Agnew Rp - 
nam 4 just another personal ap- 
. ~ Foy while the pony thing 

idea. 

vag cow and two of the chorus led 
a number in riding habit, while the 
ing girls handled the ponies. 
They don’t land new thoughts for 
these units very often, or haven't 
been lately, but when one comes 
along they know how to make use 
of it. That’s something else vaude- 
ville can ask fre picture houses 


ut. 
ar the three specialty acts, Three 
Swifts, comedy Indian club jugglers, 
are the lone familiars hereabouts. 
Possibly the Swifts’ first picture 
house try, for they’ve been stand- 
ard in vaude for a couple of seasons 
in the east and west. In big time 
, no better than a good 
deucer under average conditions, 
but here the Swifts closed the out- 
gide section and mopped with com- 
edy juggling. It’s the perfect type 
of laugh turn for the large r-esen- 
tation theatres in that comedy is 
derived through action and not the 
spoken word. 
Al Norman, single dancer with 
gomething new in dance idea, tied 
up the show;for fair in five minutes 
of eccentric hoofing. While not long- 
legged he dotes on loose limb step- 
ping. He's weaving most of the 
time, otherwise getting laughs with 
his feet. Norman is either a great 
faker or a new sort of dancer. 
Wither, or both, he should progress 
beyond the unit class in a hurry. 
Aubrey Sisters, blondes, look better 
than they dance and dressed things 
up nicely. More for their manipula- 

on of two little dolls than for their 
own dance efforts, with the doll stuff 
their feature. They’ve got the 
“Baby Sister Blues” a la the Dun- 
cans. 

Muffler on the’ band currently, no 
gtraight orchestral stuff in the show, 
‘and Ted Claire, m. c., is in the back- 
2 und more than usual. He’s out 

one before the drapes to intro- 
duce Bobby Agnew, and then back 
to the band where he remains when 
not announcing. 

Might not be a bad idea to rest up 
the band and the audience every sc 
often, as this week, for stage bands 
are not a novelty any more. Nor 
rd band music of the week-to-week 

pe. 

Mrs. Jesse Crawford soloing it at 
the organ, explaining that the boss 
is in Florida and stating how she 
misses him via the slides in a clev- 
erly arranged and beautifully played 
organ concert. No chance for con- 
gregational singing, but the music 
was good enough to sit back and 
listen to. 

Rubinoff’s overture, with Dave di- 
recting and playing a fiddle solo, is 
confined to the pit and straight mu- 

c. No accompanying stage pic- 
ture this time. Arrangement of 
Italian airs, superbly knitted to- 
gether and played just as well. Still 
working like an acrobat, this fiery 
Rubinoff, but the movements are 
okay if they are making the good 
music. 

Paramount news (silent) ahd 
trailers spliced und shown as one. 
No shorts.- Bige. 


ORIENTAL 


(Wired) 
Chicago, March 9. 

Different ways of impressing the 
flaps. Jack Osterman is doing it 
with dry goods. In “Dude Ranch” 
unit he starts in dark serge, changes 
to gorgeous cowboy, and winds up 
With white pants, brown coat and 
&@ $10 walking stick. This is men- 
tioned because none of the other 
local m. ¢.’s, growing up with the 
business, have recognized that a 
mid-show change of front is noted 
and approved by the sweethearts of 
Randolph street. 

“Dude Ranch,” produced by Lou 
McDermott, is good stage band 
Stuff. Its acts are topped by Caits 
Brothers, tap dancers who can hit 

© floor. twice to the regular 
hoofer’s once, Unity routines clothe 
this sweating branch of terpsichore 
with ballroom grace. The brothers 
are fine picture house entertait.- 
ment. 

Nat Spector in blackface sings 
like Jolson. Whether he means to 
or not, he does, and an act of this 
Sort will amble along satisfactorily 
in any spot. With a regular family 





in the big» halls. 

Alice Roy did the “make” act at 
Osterman, singing the kind of ditty 
that goes with it and then doing 
a few jazz steps without breaking 
into pants. A satisfactory mild 
turn, but badly in néed of a different 
style of facial makeup. 

Osterman hag been holding back 
rigidly in his talk, and should con- 
tinue doing so inasmuch as B. & K. 
have decided to keep him at least 
16 weeks. Only one offside break 
Saturday, and that was referring 
to Gimbel’s restaurant as the Ori- 
ental’s upholstered sewer. It’s be- 
neath the theatre. For the rest his 
talk was bright and clean, and his 
popularity is growing steadily. He 
fought two or three ballads seriously 
and clicked with them. 

Production started in one with 
a drop showing a walled ranch ex- 
terior. Fullstage set was inside the 
wall. Air was to carry the title idea 
rather than attempt a flash. Reg- 
ular 10-girl ballet interludes were 
featured by A routine wherein the 
girls manipulated hats effectively 
while hoofing. 

“The Dummy” (Par), first all- 
talking feature to play this house, 
was very well received. Newsreel, 
a Joe Lewis Vitaphone subject, and 
Preston Sellers’ organ solo com- 
pleted. 

Osterman assisted in bringing 
$44,000 here last week. Started off 
nicely again Saturday morning. 

Bing. 


LOEW’S STATE ~ 


(Wired) 
Los Angeles, March 7. 

Fanchon and Marco went to the 
ballet for its “Beautyesque” unit, 
using 24 toe workers, all of them 
below the 18 mark and every one a 
pip to look at. Even two of the 
principals were in on working per- 
mits, one nine and the other 14 
years of age. It was worth the ef- 
fort to get these kids the labor bu- 
reau permission that requires a load 
of red tape. Another of the juniors 
just passed the 16 mark featured 
in the “Idea” is Lucille Page, who 
for the past three years has worked 
her way from the line to the top- 
mounter stand. She earned and de- 
serves all of the recognition she has 
been given. Good looking and 
shapely, this girl does every stand- 
ard acrobatic and body bending 
maneuver. 

Next in the group of specialists in 
this lineup is Carita, 14-year-old toe 
artist. She is an Eastern young- 
ster, said tc be daughter of a bank 
president, who wants a stage ca- 
reer. Youth, looks and talent, toe 
routine perfect in technique and 
worked out in easy, even, smooth 
manner. Carita should go far, The 
9-year-old lassie, Loretta Swing, a 
dramatic soprano, sold a ballad like 
nobody’s business. In appearance 
she looks matured and her voice 
sounds more that of an adolescent 
than of a mere child. It is clear in 
diction and audible in large audi- 
torium. Balance of specialty art- 
ists were Johnnie Dunn, with uke 
and dancing. The boy does some- 
thing that very few of the ukers do 
and that is to play a melody and 
accompaniment on the strings at 
same time. He is a great hoofer, 
doing slow and eccentric taps, 
which click throughout. Ralph Er- 
win, baritone, gets two socks at the 
mob heading ensemble numbers and 
hits nicely. 

Betty and Ula, couple of girls 
from yaude, were at disadvantage. 
Girls have the goods, but with act 
mutilated for picture house sale 
were unable to convince. “Beauty- 
esque” is in three scenes, elabo- 
rately mounted with two-line girls, 
Pat Mason and Dorothy leading the 
girls in ensemble work. Good flash, 
economically mounted and sure fire 
entertainment for 40 minutes of 
running time. 

There is nothing especially novel 
in settings, but costuming gets it 
off in brilliant and attractive style. 

Marion Harris, M-G-M short and 
Fox Movietone weekly also shown 
in addition to the synchronized fea- 
ture, “Desert Nights” (M-G-M), 
starring John Gilbert. Ung. 


MARRIAGES 


Lawrence Grant to Hegee Hay, 
March 6, in Los Angeles. Both 
professionals. 

Virginia Florhi, radio singer, to 
Carl Haverlin, station manager KFT, 
in Los Angeles, March 4. 

Jack Kreindl, Eddie Cantor’s per- 
sonal rep., and Alice Monroe will 
marry April 5 in New York. Pros- 
pective bride is ex-professional and 
sister to Helen Monroe, Shubert 
sec. 

Olga Baclanova, screen actress, 
to Nicolas Soussanian, scenarist, at 
Riverside, Cal., March 5. 

Edwin Morris of Witmark, son of 
Sam E. Morris (Warners), and Car- 
lyn Nathan (non-pro), daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Nathan of 
Parkersburg, W. Va., announce 
their engagement. 

Gordon Hurd (Hoboken Theatri- 
cal Co.) to Maud Brooks (Morgan 
Wallace Stock) in Harrisburg, P2., 
Feb. 24. 








Boston, March 12, 

Tom Mix and Tony in a personal 
appearance as the feature of a Pub- 
lix unit, “The Rainbow Trail,” 
packed them in to a turnaway 
Mostly kids in the afternoon and 
Tom's daughter Ruth playing oppo- 
sition at the Keith Albee a block 
away added to the interest, helping 
business for both houses. The audi- 
ence liked the unit, featuring the 
Gluck-Sorel girls in a target shoot- 
ing scene, each shot illuminating a 
target on a totem pole and playing 
a tune on the bells. The finale is 
also a big flash which gets a big 
hand even in this house where the 
crowds are fed up on this sort of 
stuff. Jean Boydell, Ossman and 
Shepp, and Marie White, comedy 
songs, banjo team and eccentric 
dancer, respectively, are featured. 

Mix is not featuring Tony other 
than for entrances and exits, and 
most of his monolog did not carry 
to the rear of the house. 

The feature film was Warners all- 
tayking mystery play, “Stark Mad,” 
weak subject. The talking mech- 
anism jammed twice in one run. 

The balance of the bill included 
Arthur Martell at the organ, once 
again using his old favorite, “Hats.” 
He pulled it as a “request,” and al- 
though it is about the sixth time 
this reporter has heard Martell use 
it, the audience still likes it. 

Joe Rines, late of the broadcasting 
field and the Elks Hotel, is still re- 
tained as m. c., and the house team 
seems to be working a little more 
smoothly with him in his peppy 
routines. There are rumors that the 
house is considering trying out a 
local favorite, such as Donald Brian 
or Frank Crummit, as master of 
ceremonies to see whether the actual 
arm-waving cannot be done by such 
a guest star over an orchestra re- 

arsed by a leader such as Peter 

dge. The house team doubles, as 
always, with Arthur Geissler han- 
dling the pit overture, which is fea- 
tured in the billing and advertising 
but which does little featured »'1y- 
ing. Libbey. 


STATE 
(Wired) 
Minneapolis, March 8. 

“Rhapsody and Rhythm,” this 
week’s stage show, brought on two 
girls in a jazz song before a gold 
scrim for a starter. Five more girl 
dancers joined the pair to do a bit 
of dancing preliminary to the full- 
stage proceedings. The girls, young 
and moderately good looking, were 
bare-legged in costumes of bizarre 
design. Simple routine of stepping. 

Full stage represented melody 
land with drapes and hangings pro- 
viding most of the setting. Fred 
Heiseke conducted the stage orches- 
tra of 15 pieces occupying a position 
on a pletform. A coloreG youth in 
bell-hop attire won favor with some 
fast clogging and tap dancing. Then 
the six dancing girls, three in tight 
fitting trousers and the others with 
costume unchanged, returned for a 
number which included some sing- 
ing. After a pop selection by the 
orchestra the girls contributed 
a highly pleasing whistling song, 
winding up with more dancing. 

Featured in the billing were Car- 
rol and Gorman, singers of charac- 
ter songs a la Van and Schenck. 
One at the piano. They are young 
and personable and their “Gari- 
baldi” number went over particu- 
larly well. The finish had the en- 
tire company on the stage and one 
of the girls in a swing. No change 
of costumes for the femmes, 

“Lady of the Pavements” (U. A.) 
feature picture. A “canned” orches- 
tra overture, “Orpheus,” by the Vic~- 
tor concert orchestra and with illus- 
trated slides proved a novelty. Fox 
Movietone news and Topics of the 
Day. Business fairly geod. Rees. 


GRANADA 


(Wired) 
Chicago, March 8. 

This week the Marks Bros. start 
off their annual Greater Show Sea- 
son. It means “names” and spe- 
cial attractions. 

Meanwhile, the Marks’s have in- 
angurated the fast and flashy pro- 
duction idea. It is not known 
whether the newly re-created shows 
at the B. & K. Chicago theatre had 
anything to do with it, but it makes 
no difference. More important is 
the fact the Granada, catering to a 
neighborhood class patronage, did a 
terrific business opening week-end 
and was holding the pace pretty 
well. 

Coincident with the introduction 
of this new type of show for the 
house is Jack L-ughlin’s debut as 
a producer for the Marks Brothers 
after spending a year with B. & K. 
His initial effort is a nifty produc- 
tion all around. “Montmartre Mad- 
ness” is the title and the form is 
that of a prelog, not unlike the ones 
Laughlin once produced at the Gar- 
thay Circle, Los Angeles. Laughlin 
selected the same idea for this show 
as he had in his prolog to “Seventh 
Heaven” while on the coast. Set is 
a street scene in Paris, colorful and 
very attractive. It includes nine 
principals, 12 ballet girls, 10 mixed 
voices and the band. Benny Meroff, 
the m. c., has little er nothing to 
do, as t’- numbers go unannounced 
and the swift routines and special- 
ties leave little else for Meroff. 


he stuff,” co-operates with com- 


girls show nice formations and 
group arrangements. Halliday and 
Hale, boy-girl eccentric dancers, are 
on for a fair specialty, followed by 
Kirby and De Gage, Apache team, 
who do the Parisian twirl] to a *"ngo 
tempo. Medley of pop numbers by 
the band held individual vocal 
choruses that didn’t mean a thing. 
Meroff’s footwork here saved the 
situation. 

Gertrude Fisher, acro-contortion- 
ist gal, looked well and an adept 
worker. Springtime scene, with 
Margaret Merle, soprano; a tenor, 
and ths ballet, was another neat 
item. Pretty ballet number by the 
girls displayed fresh and colorful 
costumes and a routine that scored 
handily. 

Nine Alliesons, acrobatic and 
tumbling troupe, sensational. Finale 
a riot of color and revelry winding 
up strong. 

Screen subjects included two 
Vitaphone shorts and “Captain 
Lash” (Fox-sound), the feature. 


Loop. 


GOLDEN GATE 


(Wired) 
Los Angeles, March 8. 

Situated about six miles from the 
business section, in Montebello 
Park, a suburb, this new West Coast 
Junior circuit house, erected less 
than six months ago, probably is 
cutting into downtown patronage. 
Here’s one of the show places of 
the suburban ¢@district, erected at a 
cost of more than $500,000, playing 
“downtown shows” with pictures 
following de luxe first runs. 

Changing three times weekly, 
Marco “Ideas” Sunday to Tuesday; 
next two days stage bill is made up 
of Fanchon and Marco “Varieties,” 
and for Thursdays and Fridays the 
‘new Fanchon and Marco B units 
are on view. With two shows 
nightly, mats Wednesday and Sat- 
urdays, and continuous Sundays, 
house at 50 and 65-cent gate is 
mopping up, drawing from 22 near- 
by towns and villages. 

Golden Gate is a 1,500-seater. Has 
ample stage room for the heaviest 
picture house presentations, and 
plenty of auto parking space close 
by. Lynn Yost, formerly at Santa 
Ana, is resident manager, with 
Harry Sugarman, president of West 
Coast Junior circuit, giving personal 
supervision. 
sn HOUBE makes a heavy play for 

unity development, the schools 

nd public enterprises. Friday 
night, when reviewed, was High 
School night, with talent on hand 
from three of the leading schoolg of 
the district. “Local entertainment” 
consisted of songs and musical 
numbers by students and wound up 
with Clyde Tyson, cheer leader of 
Garfield High, whooping things up, 
with the pay customers joining in 
the cheering. It was corking bally- 
hoo stuff. 

Fanchon and Marco B units differ 
from their stage “Ideas” in that 
there is no supporting chorus. Units 
are made up of variety acts, who 
are on view two or more times dur- 
ing the performance and participate 
in the finale, with the stage band 
helping things along. House has 
Billy Snyder and m. c. and stage 
band leader, and though just getting 
acquainted, he is starting to click. 
Snyder sings a little, dances some 
more and is full of pep when di- 
recting the musicians. 

Current unit started with a band 
number with Snyder chanting, and 
then Mades and Zita, dancing pair. 
McDonald and McCormack, ven- 
triloquists, use four dummies in- 
stead of one. They provide the 
comedy relief for the unit, and han- 
dle assignment nicely. Snyder fol- 
lowed with an imitation of Eddie 
Lambert reciting “Cinderella,” done 
in broad dialect. Very funny. 
Mades and Zita back for an Argen- 
tine tango, and then Reno Bros., 
nimble hoofers who also harmonize. 
Next, Johnny Ashford essayed to 
play the bass horn, but, failing in 
this, went into a monkey dance that 
was a drab. Snyder then sent the 
band into the finale, with everybody 
on for a hot dancing finish. 

Looks as though the B units are 
sure-fire for the neighborhood 
houses, With the standard as re- 
vealed at this house maintained. 
they ought to fill a long felt want 
and, with the low “nut” figured, 
should be in demand. 

“Trail of ’98” (M-G-M), sound; 
Fox Movietone News (4 clips) and 
“The Lion’s Roar,” a Mack Sennett 
talker with Johnny Burke and 
Daphne Pollard. Edwards. 


JUDGMENTS 


Perry Con. Co., Ine., August Nicoletti 

go ag Hartig; Chelsea Exchange Bank; 

Hurtig-Seamon, Capehart-Carey 

Corp.; $167. 

os the Hurtig; Chelsea Exchange Bank; 
Phil 


$1,495. 
Beethoven Symphony Orchestra, Inc., 
and Geo. Zaslowsky; Globe Ticket Co.; 





Inc. ; 


Prods., Inc.; B. Bonaventure ; 


$401. 

H. Robert Law Scenic Studfos; Men- 
delsohn's Textile Corp.; $445. 

Super Operating Co., Inc.; Federated 


Theatres, Inc.; $5,045. 
rdon; A. E. Anson; $5,180. 
Demaris Dore; Ralph G. Farnum; $156. 
SATISFIED JUDGMENTS 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., Inc., 





and Henry Waterson; Julian Goldman 
Stores, Inc.; $536; Feb. 8, 1929. 


delve 


Golden Gate gives ‘em Fanchon ané@| 


New York, March 9. 
House is pushing off on its third 
year this week with a distinctive 


rep to uphold for another 12 months, 


It’s one of the few big picture thea- 
tres in the country which doesn't 
into legitimate, vaudeville, 
concert or radio for names. It hag 
done it, but no more. With a tre- 
mendous stage stock company and 
a heavy technical staff to pull the 
strings, the house has been puzzling 
out its own shows, not particularly 
caring what's been going on outside 
in the way of film house stage en- 
tertainment and only probing for 
trouble when the gross slips under 
$95,000. Current concern is getting 
on and off a complete anniversary 
display in two hours and five min- 
utes, including a 62-minute feature, 
“Speakeasy” (Fox), which makes 
the comparatively short running 
time possible. 

Present schedule plus the heavy 
newspaper display it has been get- 
ting is sure to go two weeks, with 
inside hopes of three. It’s a good 
all-around show with a chance to 
make the 21-day grade. Picture ig 
good audience fare and there’s a 
production kick in “Processional to 
the Light,” which is supplanting the 
usual overture. Theatre is taking a 
bow for itself by newsreel means, 
splitting this 16 minutes on a nine 
and seven basis with President 
Hoover and the new cabinet, the 
two-minute edge being in favor of 
Washington. Film summary of the 
house comprises silent shots of its 
various departments until a brief 
Fox Movietone appreciation by S. L. 
Rothafel and a short drill by the 
ushers holding comedy side re- 
marks. This leads into the second 
presentation section, a full-stage 
set depicting the entrance hall of 
the theatre ‘itself in which the ush- 
ers pay their annual respects with 
a hand salute after reaching the 
stage from the aisles. 

With a Friday night light re- 
hearsal winding up at 3 a. m. and 
everyone called for 8:45 dress re- 
hearsal the next morning, there’s a 
lot of nervous energy being expend- 
ed on this corner. And that dress 
rehearsal means the performers are 
really doing six shows on Saturdays 
instead of five. But if it isn’t nen 
it, then about an $107,000 
average and the niche which this 
emporium holds as regards the pub- 
lic do not mean a thihg. These 
stage shows may not hold a picture 
two, three and four weeks, but 
they’re also keeping the bad ones 
from slipping too far. 

’ “Processional” is a scenic wallop 
using everybody and every light = 
the house at the climax. It 
building as the vocal chorus de- 
scends from the peak coves to the 
lower big side boxes, with the Roxy- 
ettes following. Black stage set fs 
split by a pillar, on top of which is 
a smoking ving col 
lights playing gridward from with- 
in. A formation march by the girls. 
in capes is preliminary to the cast 
decorating the side staircases for 
the finale, at which time a girl 
pears from inside the bowl, 
wings come down from the flies 
meet her and then spread, the capes 
are turned to catch the glare, and 
everything is flooded in white with 
all house lights up. : : 

“Pas de Deux” has Patricia Bow- 
man and -Massine in “two” for a 
ballet duet before a black drop and 
under this house’s favorite ‘59’s,” 
the next color just off white, pour- 
ing from the wings. Excellent work 
by the duo for solid appreciation, 
Massine uncorking nice eleva 
“Sewing Kit” is a naatly w 
out affair, the girls representin 
hooks, eyes, tape measure, etc., 
all making their entrance from @ 
large work basket which sepens. 
These three interludes make it 28 
minutes before the screen !s used. 

Following the newsreel is “Hello 

Everybody,” Rothafel’s radio trade- 
mark, worked out as a spirit of this 
and a spirit of that, all having 
something to do with the house. 
Principal item is that the Roxy- 
ettes do an excellent routine laid out 
so that eventually eight girls come 
down abreast in series, each set 
doing a different kick as they ad- 
vance. Miss Bowman puts this 
scene under way, talking a topical 
lyric through a hand microphone to 
the loud speakers. Beatrice Belkin’s 
coloratura singing also rates men- 
tion and drew abundant applause, 
Producers have foregone the usual 
habit of bringing back the high- 
light presentation numbers of the 
year, an idea this stage can always 
fall back upon and make good. 
Rappee in the pit swith organist 
held to change over. 
Opening day the feature picture, 
dialog and reinforced with sound 
effects, had its worries due to a base 
note and distinct hum, which dom, 
inated the amplification. Not n&- 
ticeable during the newsreel. Plen- 
tiful standees and a lobby wait by 
mid-afternoon, even for the loge. 

Big and excellent show lacking @ 
gasp, perhaps, but impressive to the 
eye through mass movement under 
lighting for which this theatre is 
professionally best known. Sid. 


NEW ACTS 


Charles Robles, new partner. For- 
merly Krugel and Robles. 

Texas Guinan will bust into 
vaude again in a flash revue of 24 
people, produced by Tex herself. 
Act has been submitted to RKO. 








Leo Hoyt and John Kearney. 
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40 VARIETY VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS 
—R—SSE — ——— ———— ———— — -_—__— —— —- ~ 
AD Georgie Jessel had worked to such 
PALACE AC EMY DAVIS wide advantage over the air the pre- 
(St. Vaude) (Wired—Vaudcfilm) (St. Vaude) vious night as one of the highlights 
Another expensive show this week| One of those familiar Academy Pittsburgh, March 18. |at the Eddie Cantor dinner. The 


at the ace RKO stand, not as costly 
as last week's $12,000 bill, but touch- 
ing the 10 grand mark for the talent. 
Bill holds two holdovers—Van and 


Schenck in their second week and 
Rudy Vallee’s radio syncopators in 
the third of a four weeks’ marathon. 
In addition, two ex-“Vanities” fea- 
tures are doing vodvil stopovers— 
Dewey Barto and George Mann in 


the next to shut and Gordon Dooley 


and Martha Morton, spotted fourth. 

This Sunday inaugurated the ex- 
tra show policy at the Palace at no 
extra compensation to the talent. 
They are throwing that in gratis as 
they do with the RKO radio hour. 

Because of the extra frolic from 
five to eight, all three performances 
operate on a strict schedule to avoid 
overlapping. The end of the first 
show saw them standing in the 
roped-off area in the lobby awaiting 
admittance. Elmer Rogers has the 
lobby taped off in half to facilitate 
entrance and egress through the 
main lobby and via the 47th street 
side exits. It worked out well, 
capably handled by that efficient 
head usher and his crew. 

Some concern that Miss Franklin 
would throw the schedule out of 
kilter through overtime, but she 
kept her songs down to 20 minutes, 
although Jerry Jarnagin, her accom- 
panist-sire, had occasion to go into 
the orchestra trench for an extra 
session. Miss Franklin was the sec- 
ond to propagandize the guid ould 
Scotch game with a flapper mam- 
my’s lullably to her “Bogey Baby.” 
Prior to that, one of Mary Lawlor 
and Bobby Watson’s outstanders 
was a golf medley. 

Show ran smoothly ana fast. In- 
termission was cut into by the usua] 
trailers and the plug for the RKO 
radio balloting, although the news- 
reel was eschewed. “Aesop’s Fa- 
as an introductory, although all film 
as an introductory, although all-film 
shorts will be eliminated for the 
Sunday supper sessions, according 
to original plans. 

Abnormally heavy biz at the Pal- 
; accounts for the extra frolic on 

ndays, on a reserved-seat policy. 
with the matinee scale obtaining for 
the middle show. On the initial 
inductance of the extra money- 
getter, the demand for the supper 
show stubs was flattering, accord- 
ing to the advance sale. What effect 
it will ultimately have on the final 
show's gross, when the top of $3 ob- 
tains, has yet to be determined. 

Show opened with Black Kat 
Four, colored steppers of the usual 
energetic school of legmaniacs. Six 
American Beauties, programed to 
open, didn’t. Instead, an extra 
starter was Buster Shaver and Tiny 
Town Revue, nee the Tiny Town 
Follies, an offshoot of Tishman and 
act, Irving’s Midgets. 
These are six pygmies, four men 
and two femmes, with Shaver at the 
ivories a full-grown corferencfer. 
It’s a showmanly and consistently 
pleasing presentation and worthy of 
a stronger spot than the deuce. 
One of the little men pulls an un- 
announced Lou Holtz with his “O 
Sole Mio” doggerel. 

Mary Lawlor-Bobby Watson Co. 
(New Acts) were followed by 
vaudeville’s own, Gordon Dooley and 
Martha Morton, just out of “Vani- 
ties.” Knockabout Dooley, as ever, 
panicked ‘em with his falls. This 
made it the second production act 
in succession; Barto and Mann, also 
just out of the Carroll revue, com- 
pietes the trio. 

Miss Franklin has some new 
fongs and a couple of nifty sar- 
torial creations that'll get the 


appeal. Rudy Vallee and his boys 
were at home in their usual spot, 
closing the first half. 

To anybody hearing Vallee for 
the first time this week he will! dis- 
appoint, because the very thing 
which made him a radio favorite— 
and again at the Palace the past 
two weeks—he fs sidestepping. Val- 
lee Is new to vaudeville, and ob- 
viously must be taking advice. 
Whoever counseled him to go in for 
those old-style Vincent Lopez pro- 
duction backgrounds for a medley 
of war songs advised awry. Vallee 
clicked because of the charm of his 
music and his own personal prowess 
as lyric purveyor of these ballads. 
Instead, outside of “The Song I 
Love” and “Rain,” he gives ‘em this 
hackneyed revue of war sones and 
a closing hot tune. They expected 
more, and the applause was heavy. 
excepting that he bowed off gra- 
ciously, explaining the show sched- 
ule as 2 plausible excuse. He should 
Fb and forget the war medley. 

is number happens to be the cur- 

Joe Schenck had to come into the 
pit for extra ditties with Gus Van. 


They audibly requested a reprise of- 


“Mussolini,” their novelty of tast 
week, and the boys again offered 
their corking arrangement of “St. 
Louis Blues,” with Lou Forman’s 
crack trench boys assisting. 

Barto and Mann are back in the 
house where Carroll first grabbed 
them for “Vanities.” Elongated and 
diminutive stepping * comedians 
made their-14 minutes a laugh mar- 
athon. Lester Irving Trio, hand-to- 
hand stuff, closed. 

Riz was overcapacity Sunday mat. 
with a decent representation of pay- 
ine standees not counting the plug- 
gers. onick look-see newspapermen, 


shows that might have run fer into 
the night without the proper trim- 
ming and timing. John Osborne 
has this house down pat. Among 
violators of the running time law, 
the Academy has been the worst 
for many months. Playing within 
sensible means and kicked along 
minus slow moments that might 
otherwise have been present, the 


vaudeville portion of the bill had 
more speed than talent and landed 
on speed alone. After viewing the 
bill in high, you can imagine how 
it would have played if given ex- 
treme freedom. Usher, bring a 
pillow. 

Film feature first half was “Fugi- 
tives,” a new Fox release and down 
here. After that an organ number, 
newsreel and overture. Just 80 
much to fill before the vaude. 

Stage started off with Pepita 
Granados and her company (New 
Acts). Spanish dancing girl who 
has been seen before amid better 
surroundings but who won't be seen 
in them again with her present pro- 
duction. It’s all pretty bad aside 
from Pepita, alone in looking godd 
and dancing weil. Sie makes it all 
the more difficult for herself with 
an unshowmanly closing number. 
Diehl Sisters and MacDonald did 
well enough number two. That is, 
the girls did well enough themselves 
with their terp clown But Mac- 
Donald appeared to have misjudged 
his audience. Two gags, used suc- 
cessively, were blue enough to be 
almost funny, but not a snicker for 
either. So they didn’t understand 
or they didn’t like. The horse’s hips 
gag could be eliminated and not 
missed 


Varsity Revue (New Acts), in- 
volving 11 people and running 21 
minutes in full (special), resembled 
“Hello Yourself” sufficiently to be a 
tabloid version of that collegiate 
musical. Without the latter's band 
and theme, but background and at- 
mosphere quite suggestive. 

Oscar Lorraine, now using a girl 
(singing) audience plant for his 
closing number, much in the Joe E. 
Howard manner, but otherwise the 
same fiddling comic. Nothing pre- 
ceded Lorraine to reduce his comedy 
edge, so he murdered ‘em aplenty. 
Hughie Clark’s band unit, seen 
frequently around town, closed. 
Usual big house Monday. 


RIVERSIDE 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) | 
Gddly spotted five-act bill, with 
the flash act opening and a single 
woman (singing) closing. That style 
of rouwtining means a slow finish 
after a well paced early portion, 
and an additional turn was looked 
for. Probably to the booker’s de- 


spair, though, that three of the five 
were of such quality that difficulty 
might arise if any other arrange- 
ment. 

The Guy and Pearl Magley revue 
(flash) played without its name 
participants the first show Sunday. 
It was a messy affair in the emer- 
gency, with a so-so sister team and 
an eccentric girl dancer being the 
sole players. As played without the 
Magleys, there were four numbers, 
two by the sisters who sing fairly 
well and dance not so well, and 
the single girl. Pianist (man) just 
accompanied. 

After the opener, not a special 
full set necessary. Karyl Norman 
works in full, but before a drape. 

Snoozer (New Acts), trick dog, 
deuced and a riot with the 50 per 
cent. juvenile audience at the mat- 
inee. Likely looking novelty turn 
and of big time classification. 

In what is probably his softest 
neighborhood, Norman female im- 
personated for 23 minutes to get 
over big. His click was unques- 
tioned from the beginning, this au- 
dience going for him as well as ever 
and just as appreciative. Norman's 
voice sounded well and seems to be 
growing better, something that can't 
be said for the pipes of most im- 


personators. 

Jim Toney and Ann Norman, with 
the only comedy talk in the show, 
were next to last and also over. 
Nothing cut out in the opening per- 
formance, with Jim in fact insert- 
ing some extra lineage. New stuff 
every time out as far as the gab is 
concerned, but Toney still features 
that sidewise fall in slow motion 
and with trombone accompaniment. 
When not falling Toney ta!ks most- 
‘y, and you never can tell what he’s 
going to say. And probably way 
he’s caught more often by house 
managers in the course of a week 
than any other act on the bill. 

Mary Haynes, singing four con- 
versational specials, might have 
looked better one or two notches 
ahead, though she couldn’t very 
well have scored much better. She 
remains up on top with the best of 
the big time singing single women, 
a group that is diminishing yearly. 
The few still here are distinctive 
and vaudeville needs them. Among 
the Riverside’s favorites, single 
women always seem to have the 
edge. 

Just another first half on the 
screen, too, with “Strange Cargo” 








agents, et al. Abel. 
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Bige. 3s Ladies” was next to closing. 


Bill this week spotty as a ieopard 
and then some. Outside of a couple 
of names, there isn’t much to get 
excited about. Didn't make any dif- 
ference though for mob was as cold 


as they come and probably wouldn’t 
have warmed up even with a big 
layout. 

Everything flopped with a thud 
and those who took more than one 
bow committed larceny. Spotting 
not good. There wasn’t a word 
spoken until the fourth act and 
walkouts were numerous. Maybe 
lack of enthusiasm from the payees 
made it seem so, but bill looked like 
the least imposing since two-a-day 
returned here. Downstairs less than 
half full and performers, realizing 
the handicap, worked like trojans 
to create an impression, but it was 
no use. 

Mason-Dixon Dancers, three men 
and three women, opened with a 
flash act, not big time vaude. Slow 
for an opener. Jess Libonati follow- 
ed with numbers on the xylophone 
and would get over in better fash- 
ion with livelier personality 
Felovis, third, hit for the first 
half-way decent returns with a jug- 
gling act that improves with each 
season. Steve Freda and Johnny 
Palace next, had their spot made to 
order. The first talkers on the bill, 
ow cleaned up, but stayed on too 
ong. . 
Kate Smith, next to intermish, 
had a tough spot coming on direct- 
ly after the Freda-Palace songs. 
“Song bird from the south” tried 
everything, but couldn’t catch on; 
even the usually sure-fire big girl 
doing a Black Bottom flopped. 
Kenneth Harlan, of the Phlicke 
closed the first half in a mil 
amusing sketch, assisted by Louise 
Huntington, who overacts, and Wil- 
bur Cox. Harlan has to get by on 
his name for the material is of 
little assistance. 

Roy Cummings opened the second 
half with Florence Roberts, a blonde 
eyefull if ever there was one. Cum- 
mings’ nut stuff at any other spot 
would have been a knockout, but 
opening mat found it faring almost 
as badly as the others. The skirt is 
a wow for looks; all she does is 
stand still and act dumb, but that’s 
plenty. 

Nan Halperin’s “Satires on Fam- 


With some new material that’s 
classier, but probably not as sure- 
fire us her previous stuff, Mi 3 Hal- 
perin made ’em like her and got as 
much as it’s possible to get from 
such an audience. If she could put 
that kid bit in this new turn, it 
would be improved immeasurably. 
“Maids of the Air,” six girls in 
novel gymnastic feats, closed. And 
thus ended an uncomfortable after- 
noon. You couldn't help feeling 
sorry for everybody. 


5TH AVE. 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Vaudeville to the accompaniment 
of a wheezy organ is pretty per- 
functory and hollow. Acts Sunday 
going through their routines with 
chilblains. Sounded as if all the 
turns using talk were forgetting 
parts of their material, and not ac- 
cidentally. Chase and Collins were 
hatching plenty of poultry as their 
Billy K. Wells puns thudded against 
an audience that never .woke up. 
The woman in this act particuiariy 
seemed licked and adopted a what’s- 
the-use attitude. 

Roletta Bros., accordionists, had 
the only break through being par- 
tially independent of the organ. It 
would seem good judgment to em- 
ploy musical acts frequently. 

Kennedy and Davis and Al Lentz 
felt the atmosphere. Indeed no act 
can escape the drag of churchly vo- 
de-o-do as poured forth by an or- 
gan. Mack and Rogers must have 
felt the mind had left the body. 
All the acts were a little numb from 
the strain of trying to make 
sprightly song against that anemic 
calliope. 

Pathe’s “Strange Cargo” on the 
screen and business very s0-so. 


81ST ST. 


(Wired -Vaudfilm) 
Spending more mazuma on both 
halves, but the neighborhood is slow 
to rally round the box office. Mon- 
day night many empties on the 
main floor as audience sauntered 
belatedly in. No femme names out 
front and this lack may have had 
something to do with the biz. 

McDonald Trio, man and two 
women bike riders, opened. This 
trio has been around some time. 
They make two-wheeled riding seem 
flashy, difficult and circusy. 

Ada Brown, buxom colored song- 
stress, deucing. She’s of Aunt Je- 
mima type with topical numbers. 

Miss Brown has teeth that shine 
like a toothpowder advertisement; 
didn’t overstay and got the best re- 
turns on her “Real Estate Papa, 
Your Lease Has Expired” number. 
Voice not distinguished, but does 
well, 

lou Holts used the story about 


story may belong to Holtz or it may 
be Jessel’s yet much of the edge 
was taken off by the radio play via 
Jessel. Holtz works it up differ- 
ently and gets a lot out of it. 
Holtz had a pushover and when 
he begged off following his familiar 
but still funny “O Sole Mio” he an- 
nounced he was bownd for a show 
to be called “Mister Bones.” 

For the windup was Henry Sant- 
rey and band plus the song and 
dance duo, Harry Seymour and 
Mary Horan. Splendid musical out- 
fit and several standouts, namely 
that harp wiz and the steel guitar 
expert. 

Santrey, the showman, sélis his 
stuff heavily. Seems strange Harry 
Seymour working alongside of Miss 
Horan after so long teamed with 
Anna Seymour. Miss Horan is do- 
ing nicely, takes care of her verbal 
assignment ably and on dancing has 
a fast high Kick that appears her 
strongest. 

ne Cargo” (Pathe), feature 
film, 

Among the film fare were a Pathe 
silent news reel and a Grantland 
Rice Sportlight. Mark. 


JEFFERSON 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 
“Strange Cargo” (Pathe), talker, 
followed by a stranger cago of 
vaude. Six-act frameup, which 
glided well but was minus propeller 
and motors. Nothing in the way of 
smash comedy to balance the screen. 
Mason and Keeler came closest to 
saving. 

Miss Patricola proved dismal in 
this house, though topping the bill. 
Her violin and stiff deportment an- 
nihilated her attempts at being hot. 
Maybe trying out new material. 
Danny Small, second, lent a degree 
of warmth. Expert taps with a col- 
ored girl and their harmonizing 
came close to condoning the bill, 
Lagged at the finish because they 
need a faster finale. 

Chamberlain and Earl can sing 
but. are digging too far back for 
their’ numbers. Chamberlain has a 
fullsome Voice and a likable person- 
ality, but he’s warbling everything 
but “Dardanella.” 

Yocan Dance Arts were properly 
last on the fare. Hodge-podge af- 
fair, yet there is some ability dis- 
played. The Great Johnsons opened. 
House in tears for comedy. 


HIPPODROME 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 

Certainly not the vaude which 
packed the Hipp Sunday afternoon. 
Milton Sills may take the credit 
with “The Barker.” Biz splendid 
at Hipp since it was wired. 

An engaging novelty was the 
United States Indian band which 
played at the President's inaugura- 
tion last week. They are college 
graduates emanating from 16 dif- 
ferént tribes representing as many 
states. All in full tribal regalia, 
they are attention holders, the lead- 
er a picturesque brave with all the 
phraseology of a university prof. 
He has personality and leads his 
orchestra in every variety of blues. 
There is cne ‘femme Injun who 
plays a bassoon. Here is a dig- 
nified act with natural color and 
historical interest. Should puli in 
whole schools of kids. 

The aborigines were a great re- 
lief after Bob Hall’s barrage of cot- 
tage cheese poetry. 

Wells and the Four Fays in sec- 
ond spot of a five-act bill were 
good entertainment, three girls and 
two males displaying class and ver- 
satility. Large and Morgner opened 
and were well received. Ben Blue 
climaxed the thing with his two 
giris and three nut boys, who do 
plenty of Joe Cook. Nothing unique 
exceyt the tommyhawks. 


58TH ST. 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Jay Flippen’s unit has the stage 
to itself this half. “Strange Cargo” 
(Pathe), the film feature, and silent 
Pathe newsreel, and that was that 
in a short show Sunday. 

Squeezing in four on the Sabbath 
at Proctor’s 58th is a feat and the 
schedule seldom develops on the 
Stage as it reads on paper. Flip- 
pen’s tinit usually runs about 75 
minutes without losing speed. No 
eliminations Sunday, but hurried 
along to fit into about 65 and it 
did quite well. 

Flippen dropped most of his chat- 
ter without waiting for laughs, be- 
ing a more rapid comedian than 
ever here. They were generally two 
laughs late in the rear, but Flip 
was fairly audible throughout. He 
seems to be one of the few talkers 
to realize the amount of space be- 
tween the stage and the back in 
a house of the 58th’s size and type. 

Feature holds dialog, perfectly 
amplified up here. Must have been 
a good wiring job. 

Stand ‘em up biz Sunday, as 

















the feature (Pathe). Bige. 


the three stubborn men which 





—== 


86TH STREET 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Day and date bookings on features 
has Pathe’s “Strange Cargo” in most 
of the Keith and Proctor houseg 
of the Manhattan sector the first 
half. This concert hall continues 
to do wow business regardless of 
attractions. 

Two flashes first half included 
the familiar Nat C. Haines turn 
which is on a two month tour of 
Greater New York, and Music Art 


Revue (New Acts), a flash best de. 
scribed by its title. 

All standards. Three Bennett 
Girls, lady pugilists; Winifred and 
Mills, the Chink and darky combo, 
and Werner and Mary Ann, hoke 
comedy team. 

Nice equilibrium established be- 
tween these turns and the two pre- 
tentious occupants of full stage. 
Land 


| British Film Field 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing much better. Apart from hold- 
up till sound situation settles, one 
reason is some distributors still 
holding out for. block bookings de- 
spite Films Act, and exhibitors won't 
play. 

One exhib this week relates he 
was asked to take four films, only 
one of which was already trade 
shown. Offered a price for this and 
was refused confirmation of con- 
tract by head office unless he held 
dates for the other three, as yet un- 
shown, 

Even more flat comes the plaint 
from the north of England how 
Metro-Goldwyn is grouping some of 
its product into the “Empire 13” 
and will only take bookings on the 
lot. Exhibitors in this area com- 
plain they are refused single film 
bookings, especially with regard to 
“The Cameraman” and are told this 
product comes in a block of 13 or 
not at all. 

Complaint is being made to the 
general council of the Exhibitors 
Association of a resolution asking 
for action. 





Bits and Pieces 


Phil Kaufman, Berlin manager of 
First National, over here in con- 
ference with Arthur Clavering and 
Gus Schlesinger as to future of FN 
under Warner control. 

A Jewish amateur film society is 
being formed with A. E. Abrahams 
as patron. 

Sir Herbert Blain resigned from 
the chair of Non-Flam Film Stock 
Company Feb. 20 and Sir William 
Veno and Morris Greenhill (latter 
interested in Brifco raw stock mar- 
keting) have gone on the board. 

United Picture Theatres, the I. W. 
Schlesinger Theatre Company, op- 
erating nine months to date, pays 10 
per cent on the preferred ordinary, 
and has a net rrofit for the period of 
$150,000. 

Provincia] Cinematograph The- 
atres opened its first new house 
since the fusion by Gaumont this 
week—the Regent, Starfiford Hill. 

Birmingham local authorities 
passed plans for Gaumont's first 
Birmingham theatre, to be built on 
an island site at Steelhouse Lar® 
and to seat 3,072. 

Marco Bisi, official film represen- 
tative of the Italian Government, is 
here making a deal throtigh the 
Federation of British Industries for 
the exchange of British and Italian 
films on a 50-50 basis. 





Talker Moves 


E. O. Heyl, R. C. A. Photophone 
vice-president is here, and demon- 
strating Photophone. 

Dr. Bagier, head of the German 
Tonbild Syndicate, is going to dem- 
onstrate its device early in March 
here. He figures equipment cost 
around $2,000. Claims interchange- 
ability, of course. 

"Tivoli showed Fox-Case Movietone 
over British Talking Pictures 
(Schlesinger) equipment, and then 
it was pulled out. Varied rumors 
it was on -account of W. E. 
kicking on the interchangeability 
question. But it wasn’t. It was @ 
matter of price for the Fox news 
reel. No agreement, so no more 
product at Tivoli for the present. 





Personal 


John Maxwell has become chair- 
man of the Madame Tussauds 
Company, which owns the wax 
works and a large picture house on 
Baker street. Former Chairman J. 
Wild, stockbroker, didn’t know the 
show business and knew it. Not sur- 
prising later to see the company 
absorbed in Associated British Ci- 
nemas. 

G. B. Samuelson met his creditors 
in the Bankruptcy Court, Accounts 
showed debts of $18,621, with 
assets of $3,857, with preferred 
clatms for $2,202, leaving under 
$1,700 for the unsecured creditors. 

Fiist National-Pathe is in future 
to sound its Pathe Gazette (news 
reel) and its two other shorts, Eve's 
Review and the Pathe Pictorial, 





usual, Bige. 


both weekly interest reels. Usine 
the Phonofilm system. 
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NEW ACTS 


VARIETY 41 





LUPE VELEZ 


: oe 3 One 
ins. ; 
aialto, New York 

Lupe Velez, Mexican comedienne- 
ingenue being groomed for impor- 
tant film assignments, bas been sent 
on the road by Joseph M. Schenck 
to make personal appearances in 
connection with big city showings of 

dy of the Pavements,” the latest 
Dp. W. Griffith release. At the Rialto 
Saturday afternoon opening to the 
ysual Saturday capacity crowd, 
Lupe was a riot. 
Hers is no conventional, dignified, 
y-loaded “personal appearance.” 
pot is the life of the party, bub- 
bling with wisecracks, vitality and 
infectious humor. At first she seems 
a bit brash. This impression quick- 
ly evaporates under the bombard- 
ment of her high spirits and vitality. 

She doesn’t do anything in par- 
ticular. Her achievements are de- 
rived from sheer personality. She 

/dances incidentally an?’ sings thin- 
ly, but between times distributes 
violets to the audience and acts the 
clown. Dignity she has none, poise 
she has plenty. It is probable that 
when word gets around the fans 
will want to see Lupe, and she can 
stick as long as the picture does. 
L has an acute inborn sense of 
showmanship, selling herself like a 
million bucks. 

Principally to have some one to 
maltreat and otherwise abuse, Lupe 
carries along Frank Yaconelli, an 
accordion player. He is strictly 
part of the drop when not on the 
receiving end of those kicks. . 

Miss Velez is reported to be a 
high favorite with the Hollywood 
mob. “Vive la Velez!” was certain- 
ly the sentiment at the Rialto. She 
is a “natural.” Land, 





ORIGINAL HONEY BOYS (5) 
So and Dance 
16 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson (V-P) 
Blackface veterans, who bring 
back those minstrel days, ae = we 
e - 
groomed act, all appearing in din- 
ner jackets with lavender ~ silk 
lapels, striped trouser topped off 
with white waistcoats. Solo tap 
dance by an artist, displaying how 
it used to be done by “Honey Boy” 
Expert work. Vocal soloist 
with loads of class in delivering 
-“Sun Throwing Kisses at Me.” Has 
fine natural voice and should elimi- 
nate the falsetto stuff, except in the 
harmonizing, where it is splendid. 
Audience wanted more harmony. 
“Cradle in Deep” went over. Act 
should toss aside the cursory chat- 


_ tery which is flat. Three encores 


for harmony. Wound up strong 
with “Tell Mé Tonight.” Need 
comedy. 
RUTH WARREN Co. (2) 
17 wine orn Special) 

ins Fu ecia 
S8ist Street vebye 


Plenty of straining for laughs in 
this skit. The mugging is an ar- 
tillery bombardment of a hundred 
Stock trade tricks of the more ob- 
vious sort. This and the too-youth- 
ful foil for Miss Warren’s post- 
debutante type, is the catalog of 
faults. On the credit side of the 
ledger is the pep and vim of Miss 
Warren, her sense of tempo and a 
swift and hokey song and dance 
getaway that send the act into the 
tormenter to the reverberation of 
healthy applause. 

Scene is a hotel. Characters in- 
clude flip telephone operator, tap 
" Ggacing bellhop and romantic juve- 
nile hotel manager. Sassy answers 
of indifferent operator is the main 
burden of the laugh makers. Could 
be built into all-around good act. 

Land. 


HELEN HIGGINS and Co. (4) 
Songs and Dance 

18 Mins.; One and Full 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Mild collegiate act, strictly an 
Opener, despite good appearance. 
Miss Higgins has surrounded her- 
self with two blonde dame harmon- 
izers and a peppy young man whose 
energies exceed his ability as a 
hoofer, wise-cracker and singer. 
Medioc harmony on part of girls. 

Plentiful changes of costume and 
& musical comedy spirit slightly ob- 
tained. MtSs Higgins is a twirler 
with good looks. Oriental wind-up 
humber, the costuming exceeding 
the merits of the artists. Youth 
should learn to eliminate the laugh- 
ing delivery of gags. Act otherwise 
ag cut, but needs expert coach- 





MARQUIT 
BROS. (2) and MATILLO 


Acrobatic 
Mins.; Full 
Sist St. (V-P) 

A circusy affair, with the balanc- 
ing by the brothers the standout. 
Marquita goes in for solo balanc- 
ng with the Spanish routines. Did 
well here. 

The Matillos use much upside bal- 
@ncing with one er both feet on a 
perch. Mark. 





BESSIE 
Sketch REMPEL AND HIM 


12 Mins.; Two 
bth Ave. (V-P) 

A drop pictures a lake. Miss 
pel and her partner are in a 
oe boat out fishing on his day 


gig oatire throughout with a few 
&gles the net result, For the 
neighborhoods. Ibee. 





Mary LAWLOR and 
Bobby WATSON Co. (2) 
19 Mins.; Three 

Palace (St. Vaude) 

Mary Lawlor is just out of “Good 
News” and prior to that in “Queen 
High,” where she played ingenue. 
Bobby Watson, a vet musical com- 
edy juv, is remembered for his 
“Irene” and “Going Up.” They 
have Velodia Vestoff, specialty dan- 
cer, and George Brock at the piano, 
for assistants, 

Probably built as a vaudeville 
stop-gap, the routine proves to be 
not just one of those things as 
many other production names go in 
for. They open with a cute golf 
medley. Miss Lawlor’s own vcoal 
renditions of the “Cross Your Heart” 
hit from “Queen High” and “Best 
Things In Life” ballad from “Good 
News,” were excellent, topped only 
by her own Cance solo, 

Watson was excellent foil and 
also effective in his own light cem- 
ed-- manifestations. 

A big solo hit was Velodia Vestoff, 
one of those Russian school of agile 
steppers, eschewing the “hock” 
hokum, but going in for those grace- 
ful leaps and bounds. Vestoff is 
now a Palace favorite, being an of- 
ice ally as fill-in for band acis and 
the like. Last time out Palace, 
Vestoff with his sister were in sup- 
port of the Bernie Cummins band 
act. 

Miss Lawlor and Watson are 
class. They have personality, tal- 
ent, and what’s more, a serviceable 
act for the varieties. They can 
take it around the metropolitan tim 
and» please consistently. Abel. 


BIXTON HERBERT and Co. (6) 
“Oh, Teddy” Revival 

20 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 

One of the Harry Rogers produc- 
tions about a fat papa who helps 
his daughter elope with a poor 
young guy despite mama’s plans to 
have her grafted to a aet of hard- 
ened arteries. Billy House, who 
the Shuberts took out of vaudeville 
(doing it so hastily they have to 
pay Rogers commission), originally 
worked this act and is said to have 
suggested Herbert for the spot. 

Herbert is fat and works as much 
like House as possible, but is not 
another House. In comparison he 
could be called about a three-room 
flat, without intent to offend. The 
act is,for midwest houses, where it 
will satisfy and no more. 

Assisting are the tough mamma, 
Ppretty daughter, handsome juve- 
nile, hot lingerie model and a femme 
specialty dancer, Setting is a dress 
shop where the family is buying 
daughter’s trousseau and where the 
juvenile works. Bing. 


SNOOZER JR. 
Trick Dog 

16 Mins.; Two 
Riverside (V-P) 

Extraordinarily smart and hand- 
some dog is Snoozer, perfectly 
handled by his unbilled master. As 
performed here, without an iota of 
change in routine, it’s a big time 
dog opener, and playable in the 
deuce, 

Snoozer, obeying instantly and 
never needing a repeated order, has 
a couple of stunts not seen before 
and new. One is a honey. Snoozer 
had tipped over a chair as ordered. 
His handler ties up Snoozer and 
walks off, leaving the dog alone on 
the stage and leashed. Snoozer slips 
out of his collar, tips over the chair 
again, slips back into his collar and 
is as his master left him when Iat- 
ter returns, but the chair is again 
on, the floor. 

Woman assists for a moment or 
two and brings on a white cat. Cat 
and dog friendly and scrap only 
when told to. 

Great kid act. 


GRAY and LEE 


Bige. 


5th Ave. (V-P) 

Man and woman doing eccentric 
save for the finale. They open with 
a bridal number. “Falling Into 
Something,” which had one raw 
line, although only a few seemed to 
notice. Pair dig back into another 
generation for “Shade of, the Old 
Apple Tree” and the famous Harry 
Williams ballad sounded good at 
that. Japanese medley in costume 
and for the finish a ditty anent 
Carolina. Served well onene oor 

ee. 





YRON and WILLIS 

ancers 
8 Mins.; One 
Bist St.” (V-P) 

Freddie Byron and Eddie Willis 
step out in “one” and show how a 
couple of boys can put over a cork- 
ing tap shoe routine. One member 
here does acrobatic solo that’s a 
pip; stopped proceedings uptown. 
He has several sensational tricks. 

The other boy specializes in Rus- 
sian legmania; effective. Mark. 


DON ABBOTT Co. (5) 

M. C. with Dance Act 

18 Mins.; Full | 
Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 

Four gals dancing in line and 
alone, with m. c. for gagging and 
singing. Specialties are fair. The 
Abbott pipes are oke, but as to the 
talk 

Nobody laughed. 

“They named him Harry, after 
his father’s chest,” says Abbott. 
Somewhere a pin dropped. 











Smallish. Bing. 


BOBBY AGNEW 
Songs 

Band Presentation 
Paramount, New York 

Featured juvenile in films, Bobby 
Agnew is littl more than just a 
name on the stage. Appearance 
goes, of course, with the picture 
classification. He looks good, and 
the women’ will like his looks, but 
that’s the extent of his stage 
strength, 

In “Happy Go Lucky,” band unit 
at the Paramount, Agnew soloed in 
song once and led chorus numbers 
on two other occasions. His sing- 
ine voice is light and fair. 

A good reception hand for his 
first appearance, before the drape, 
so that possibly squares everything. 

Bige. 


Nola and Winifred ST. CLAIRE 
“Lady Lindy” (Skit) 

16 Mins.; One (Special) 

58th St. (V-P) 

Nola St. Claire is a standard, hav- 
ing done several sketches in the 
past. This is merely a sister combo 
with Winifred presumably the 
straight as the seasoned aviatrix. 
Olio scene is _a flying field. The 
comedienne, Working eccentric, is 
the new flying pupil. Part of her 
scenery is a bybrid aviatrix suit 
consisting of gridiron helmet and 
baseball shin-guards and chest pro- 
tector. 

Comedy is of elementary stand- 
ards such as “your tank is begin- 
ning to leak,” with familiar hokum 
bizness of inspecting one’s anatomy. 
A “Flying” theme song is pretty 
terrible and their special authors 
could have done better. 

The lines, both lyrically and dia- 
log, are sort of American flag-ish 
with the hooey about Lindbergh 
and the fight for democracy. The 
comedienne gets something on a 
hybrid vocal rendition of “Break 
the News to Mother,” interspersed 
with the pit orchestra’s Charleston 
dance rhythms which she cannot 
withstand despite the sob ballad. 

The climax is the comedienne’s 
test flight and ensuing crash. In- 
stead of the anticipated stereopticon 
effect, the straight woman dramat- 
ically looked into the upper boxes 
and spouted a verbal description; 
not a particularly effective substitu- 
tion. 

Neighbornood comedy act. Abel. 





EDDIE MILLER 
Songs 

15 Mins.; One 
Acatemy_(V-P) 


Miller’s newest turn lacks one 
good punch number to supplement 
his fine voice. At present he is zgiv- 
Ing a cute girl pianist, who doubles 
in dance, a good deal of prominence. 

This little girl talks back compe- 
tently in a bit of cross fire and then 
classics it on the piano with one 
hand. That should be almost 
enough from an accompanist, but 
she later tears off the skirt, lets her 
long hair down and does a Penning- 
ton. 

Miller looked good and worked as 
showmanly as ever. His vocalisms 
lost some of their power here, pos- 
sibly due to the size of the house. 
Miller is an intimate singer of pops 
and can stand a close-up better 
than distance. 

Buy, borrow or write that one 
punch number. Bige. 


MUSIC ART REVUE (8) 
Dancing, Vocal, Instrumental 
22 mins.; One and Full (Special) 
86th Street (V-P) 

Unusual membership in this flash. 
Four girl violinists with another at 
piano form musical background for 
Billy Dunn and Violet West, nifty 
adagio duo, and Marie Wells, so- 
prano. Violinists play in four cut- 
out panels during first part of turn. 
Later they make a couple of cos- 
tume changes. 

Dressed with an eye for class and 
functioning smoothly with the 
adagio: standout, turn qualifies as 
meritorious production for vaud- 
film hous¢s. Land, 








GALE and DEMAR 
Songs and Dances 
12 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 

Boy and girl in agreeable mild 
act. Lad good high kicker, with 
ability to put over comedy songs, 
accompanied by own uke. Modest, 
clean cut and able to tap. 

Girl with nice voice suited for 
pretty medleys. 

Start off with Bowery make-up 
and change to comedy costume and 
make-up. Boy a good looker and 
strong with the femme customers. 
Small time yet, but have the 
makin’s 





THREE MISFITS 
Songs and Comedy 
14 Mins.; One 
5th Ave. (V-P) 

Wop, cop and scrubwoman make 
up this trio. Drop pictures stage 
entrance of the Metropolitan Opera 
House. 

“Eyetalian” has just been thrown 
out after a tryout. He explains to 
the pavement pounder that he can 
sing and warbles some spaghetti 
notes. Woman takes a try at an 
Irish ballad. There is an operatic 
fmale. Singing tops comedy at- 
tempts. For this class of house 





only. Tbee. 


ARDINE and TYRELL 

Comedy and Comedy Dancing 

15 Mins.; One and Full 

Hamilton (V-P) 

Man‘s very difficult toe dancing 
in a burlesque ballet solo and the 
woman’s thick but mirthful Dutch 
accent make this a corking inter- 
mediate mixed comedy turn. Lat- 
ter is a sightly little blonde and her 
partner an energetic clown. 
Crossfire portion now used could 
be shortened a bit, while the trick 
mustache and “spare my chee-ild” 
travesty immediately following 
doesn't mean a thing. 

Novel opening, with the man ap- 
pearing frem the center to an- 
nounce his “big revue with 18 girls, 
and I'll introduce them all to you,” 
in the usual flash act manner. The 
other half enters via wing as “Miss 
France” and hops right off. She's 
“Miss Spain” on a second entrance, 
and that’s the tip that it’s a comedy 
two-act, 

Subsequent action on full stage 
(draped) includes the man’s toe 
stuff and “German apache,” latter 
with comic intentions. 

Progress likely should the ma- 
terial improve with playing. Bige. 





WILLIAMS and DELANEY 
Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 

Hamilton (V-P) 


Siip the mixed couple a more im- 
pressive opening and nothing will 
keep them off the best of the big 
time bills. It’s a new comedy act 
for vaudeville, at a time when com- 
edy is badly needed. 

When they ch the top, and 
they should, Miss Williams, an 80- 
pound comedienne, will draw the 
notices while Delaney will brace his 
partner and the act. If handling 
and foiling for a small woman com- 
ie who needs plenty of handling is 
difficult, Delaney must be an ex- 
ceptional semi-straight straight 
man. 

Miss Williams clowns it through- 
out, has a funny little mug and 
knows how to use it. Her stature 
will make them say “cute.” 

None of the talk lingers in mem- 
ory, though a ventriloquial bit, used 
to close, protrudes as a highlight. 
Mostly physical comedy. 

Act can Palace it at any time. 
And with a more proficient start 
might stop the show. No. 3 here 
on a five-act bill and mopped. 


Bige. 





PEPITA GRANADOS CO. (6) 
Dance, Song, Instrumental 

13 Mins; Full 

Academy (V-P) 


Just another of those dime a 
dozen flashes because Senorita Gra- 
nados’ accompanists do not come 
through as well as she doubtlessly 
expected/them to. 

Pepita, a looker and a2 geod dancer 
when dancing in Spanish, opens 
with a fast heel step. The typical 
Spanish dance and the string en- 
semble provide a favorable start. 
Tallest of the mandolinists 
monkey wrenches the machinery by 
becoming a boisterous m. ec. with 
old gags and stale announcements, 
and the act never quite recovers 
from that body blow. Then Pepita 
misses herself by attempting an un- 
suitable dance routine that brings 
about a very poor finish to an act 


that might have developed but 
didn’f. Bige. 





MANN BROS. (8) with Jack Benny 
Stage Band ' 

10 Mins.; Full 

Orpheum, Los Angeles 

Three Mann brothers have sur- 
rounded themselves with five other 
players, a likely looking lot, but not 
yet geared for tha two-a-day houses. 
Band until recently was at one of 
the southern California beaches. 
Jack Benny, m. c. at the Orpheum, 
acting as director, served to draw 
laughs. Band itself worked without 
baton direction. 

Three of the boys harmonize, and 
the others jazz things up. Have a 
flashy layout,sand with a little more 
experience ought to make the grade. 
Closed bill here, which didn’t give 
them much opportunity. 

An Oriental dance by Fumi Ka- 
wahata, little Jap gal with loads of 
personality, helped considerably. 
Edwards. 





Houses Opening - 
Imperial Chain Theatres, Inc., 
Pittsburgh, opened its second house 
last week, Latonia in Oil City, Pa. 
House will run vaudfilm on a split. 
The Great Neck theatre, Great 
Neck, now playing five acts on 


weekly split, starting March il 
(Fally Markus). 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George Fitzmaur- 
ice, daughter, in Hollywood, March 
10. Father is the picture director. 








New Storage Bldg. 


Los Angeles, Mareh 12. 

Smith and Aller, Dupont raw 
stock distributors on the Coast, are 
building a warehouse and office 
structure in Hollywood. 

Building will have floor storage 
capacity for a single tier of cases 
for over 15,000,000 feet of film. 





———— 


CONSPIRACY CASE 


(Continued from page 7) 
ness, if a contract is broken, there 
is a total loss to the distributors, 
He added that during the past year 
4,600 theatres changed ownership 
and that the picture companies lost 
$4,000,000 in unfulfilled contracts 
through these deals. 








Government was represented by 
C. Stanley Thompson and Ralstone 
R,. Irvine. 

Washington, March 12. 

Department of Justice sent an 


imposing array of counsel] to handle 
the government’s case in the U. 8. 
District Court of New York, with 
Judge Thatcher presiding, involv- 
ing the film boards of trade, the 
Hays organization and 10 of the 
picture producing companies. Case 
opened yesterday (Monday) with 
but a week allotted to hear both 
sides. 

Case was filed by the depart- 
ment last April. Purpose, as stated, 
is to definitely establish the legality 
of incorporating a provision in the 
standard contract wherein all dis- 
putes are settled by one form of 
arbitration; the rules and regula- 
tions of the film boards, and the 
functions of the credits committees 
within the boards. Still another 
phase is to test the method of en- 
forcing awards by the boards. 

Filing of the case followed shortly 
after the department had officially 
okayed the boards with their va- 
rious ramifications. It is stated to 
have been forced into the courts 
by the deluge of complaints that 
reached the department after that 
announcement. 

Every film board in the country 
(32 in all) has been investigated 
with the government's case run- 
hing into thousands of documents. 

No postponement, due to Col. 
William J. Donovan, assistant to 
the attorney general, leaving was 
asked in this case nor will such 
procedure be resorted to in any 
of the various court actions now 
pending. 

Col. Donovan's resigning when 
failing to receive the cabinet posi- 
tion is, however, holding up every- 
thing that was pending within the 
department. This includes the ex- 
pected move to settle the question 
of interchangeability. Nothing will 
be done until a successor to Do 
van is named. : 


Claims Closed Sundays 
Costing Balto. $3,360,000 


Baltimore, March 12. 
Interest of town in open Sundays 
for pictures was shown last week 
when a petition signed by 42,000 
persons was introduced in the house 
of delegates at Annapolis in con- 
junction with the Callan bills for 
Sunday exhibition in Baltimore. 
Callan, in support of his bills, 
claims he has compiled figures te 
show that transient trade diverted 
from Baltimore to Washington, be- 
cause of the open Sunday in the 
capital, costs Baltimore $3,360,000 
yearly. 








Powers Demonstrates 


Pat Powers buried interchange- 
ability when his sound device took 
on Vitaphone and Photophone at 
the Olympia, indie house, this 
week. 

Although the installation func? 
tioned in this Brecher theatre two 
weeks ago, Powers waited until he 
could get talker product by both 
of the electric companies before he 
invited the trade and newsboys to 
attend. Sound show included “The 
Jazz Singer,” Vitaphone disk; 
“Naughty Baby,” First National’s 
W. E. product, and a Pathe sound 
newsreel. 

Western Electric had nothing te 
say except to remind that it had 
left interchangeability up to the 
distributors. 


STERN’S PARATONE 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Walter Stern, for six years with 
Universal, for the last three as 
business manager, is leaving that 
company to manufacture and dis- 
tribute Paratone, a disk reproducing 
device, and a stereoscopic camera. 
He holds patents on both. 

Installation of Paratone will cost 
$1,500. Factory will be here. 


TRAILERS ON ART 


Chicago, March 12, 
Trailers in al B. & K. de luxe 
theatres this week are 
patrons to look over the theatres’ 
art collections. 
Quote a story from Variety say- 
ing the objects coat $600,000 and 











have doubled in value. 


urging . 
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PRESENTA TIONS—BILLS 


NEXT WEEK (March 18) 
THIS WEEK (March 11) 


Shows carrying numerals such as (17) or (18) indicate opening next 


week on Sunday or Monday, For this week (10) or (11) 





as date 


may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 


turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


Pictures include in classification picture policy, with vaudeville or 


presentation as adjunct. 


PARIS 


Al Wohiman 
Night Club Rev 
(One to fill) 


Commodore 
ist half (18-20) 
Rose Bates 
Fulton & Parker 
Herbert & Fellow 
Ferguson & D Ce 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 


Marjorie Burton 


Ross Wyse Co 
(Two to All) 
Delancey St. 
ist half (18-20) 
Weiss 3 





+. 
a 


Week March 9 
Empire Spark's Tr 
Gabin-Ricard 


Carlos Cardel 

Andre Rancy 

Djibo 

Prior 

Idina Tyber 

Van Horn & Ines 

Little Esther 

Ryss 

Lyton’s Tr 

Blanche de Baunac 

Jane eloncle 
Moulin Rouge 

Blsie Janis 

Tosh 

Henriette Louise 

Nisa Loruid 

Baril Leslie 

Diane Belli & Raur 

Georgius 

Yvonne Legeay 

J W Jackson "girls 

Margaret Jade 
ndy-Darcel 
ita Poggi 

Suz Duval 

Riri Bouche 

Dolly Grett 





Corwers Sis 
Carenzio-Decharx 


Olympia 
Armand Bernard 
Kibari 
soaking ree 
Goliath 
Windsor Tr 
Schreeder 8 
Pelmets 2 
Fred Orlinsky 
Jules Moy 
Vera Ouroussoff 
Janine Becker 
Moncayos 


Edmonde Guy 
Van Duren 

Hal Sherman 

P B Irwin 2 
Henry-Geo Etienne 
Tina Meller 
Diemil Anik 
Andrewski-Doum’'1! 
J J Lavalliere 
Manleys 3 

Lydia Byzano 
Floryane 
Malatzoff Tr 
Reneé Villars 
Sargius-Cladal 





| Picture Theatres | 





NEW hw 
“Tallyho” Unit 
Dave gaye . 
Chester Ha r 
2» cursary ” tata 


“Navajo” Unit 
Dave Schooler 
Bvelyn Wilson 
Horton Spurr 
Amund Sjovik 
Rome & Gaut 
16 Rangers 


Maris 
ester Hale Girls 
“Alias Jimmy Vv" 


Rexy (9) 
88 Roxyettes 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 


Florence Rog 

Adier & Bra fora 4 

Audrey Kadoch 

Helga Farringmore 
Milan 


Helen Yorke 


ley 
pavier & & Bw da’lla 4 
Ed Ford & Whitey 


Collette Sis 
Ba & Morton Beck 
Oriental Ballet 
“Interference” 
Marbre (9) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
9 Allisons 
Marg Merle 
Kirby & DeGage 
Gert Fisher 
Foster Varnell 
Bonny & Sally 
Norshore 


» 
“All Star Rev’ U’t 
Al Kvale Bd 
Harry Downing 
The Meyakos 
Buddy Traps Rich 
Oriental Ballét 
“Wedding March” 
» Oriental (9) 
Dude Ranch’ Unit 
Jack Osterman Bd 
Ashley Paige 
Nat Spector 
Caites Bros 
Oriental Ballet 
“The Dummy” 
Paradise (9) 
“Melody Menu” 
Mark Fisher Bd 


U 


Lassiter Bros 
Peterson Girls 
"Woman = Affairs’ 


Rialto (9) 
Leslie & Vand'g’ft 
2d half (14-16) 


Russell Cooke Bd 
Welford & Newton 


' Byrne & Zymmy 


Howard & Ross 
Masters & Grace 
Hope 


- 


Tivoli (9) 
‘Monte Carlo’ Unit 
F Masters Bd 
Kellogg & Lewis 
Harry Rose 
Joseph Griffin 
& Rosita 


‘Woman of Affairs’ 


Tower (9 
“Tulip Time’ Unit 
Lou Kislof Bd 


Peggy Moore 

10 Kurniker Girls 

“Lacky Boy” 
Uptewn (9) 


‘iene en Turvy’ Unit 
Verne Buck 
Caffrey & M 
wate Vero 

rry Corwey 
Cole”, & Taylor 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
‘Woman of Affairs 


ATLANTA, GA. 


Howard (18) 
‘Parisian Nights’ U 
Ginger Rogers 
Andre & Duval 
Henry Mack 
Novelle Bros 
Foster Git.s 


BALTIMORE 
Century (9) 
Richey Craig Jr 
Joe sser 
Moore & Pal 
Charles March 
Francis Wills 
Ethel Dalion 


1 
Ll. Fefferbloom rhe” Demeny” 
Avalon Plummer | BIRM’GH’M ALA, 
Beatrice Belkin Alabama (18) 
. “Speakeasy” “High Hat” Unit 
CHICAGO \} Art Frank 
Avalon (9) Tom Ross 
Roy Detrich Bd b onng, Soy 
P Rooney’s Rodeo | Jane on 
Born & Lawrence Clara ‘Gould 
Nickolas. & Honera | Jane Bowers 
Capitol (9) GoGo Delys 
Agnew Bd Afice Roy 
Allen & Canfield Gamby- Hale Girls 
Nat Nazarro BOST 
B & H Skatelle Metropolitan (9) 
Chicago (8) ‘Rainbow Trail’ U 
HL Spitalny Bad Tom Mix & Tony 
DiGiovanni Joe, Rines 


Jean Boydel 

Ossman & Schepp 

“Stark Mad” 
BUFF. 


ALO 
Buffalo 
“Barcelona” 


(9) 
Unit 
Jack North 
Bobby Gilbert 
Rene & Evelyn 
J & IJ McKenna 
Ross MacLean 
Borge Moller 
Ake f Berke Co 
§ Nights” 
Lafayette (9) 
B Champaign Co 
Kelly-Jackson Rev 
Donia-Pollard 


4uU 
‘Lone olf’s D't’r’ 
Cc ND 
State (9) 
‘Perfect Girl’ Unit 


Helen McFadden 

Joe Penner 

Luella Lee 

Foster Cirls 

Stubby’s Gang 

‘Marquis Preferred’ 
DALLAS, TEX. 

Palace (16) 

“Step On It” Unit 

Paul Mall 

B & J Peterson 

Helen Wright 

B’rn’ff & J’sephine 

F Sorrell Girls 
DENVER, COL. 

Denver (14) 

“Crinoline Jazz’ U 

Jack Egan 

Bayes & Speck 

John Quinlan 

Chapman & Snyder 

Nell Jewell 

F Sorrel! Girls 

DES MOINES, IA. 

Capitol (16)~ 

“Blue Rev” Unit 

Bob LaSalle 

Irene Taylor 

Frank Steva 

Pell & Cola 

Small Bros 

Gamby-Hale Girls 


Del Delbridge 

El Cleve 
Clemens & Marey 
Barnett & Clarke 





“Why Be Good” 


Fisher (9) 
“Shadowland” U’t 
Shapiro & O'Mall’y 
Mack & Long 
Paul Kleis Co 
Audrey Severn 
Myrtle Lansing 
“Girl on the Barge’ 
Michigan (9) 
“Cheerio” Unit 
Al Evans 
Wally Jackson 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
G & M Eline 
Helen McFarland 
Dorothy Neville 
‘Woman of Affairs’ 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (16) 


‘Ba rs Anan ES 
+ tas) 
Lynn Cowan 

“The Talks” 
Carthay Circle (12) 
Carli Elinor Orch 


Sid Grauman 


Fox's (9) 
Ted Leary 
Auriole Craven 
3. Speedie Boys 
D’& G Ahearn 
The Harlequins 
Bernard & Quinn 
Bobby Pincus 
“New Year's Eve” 
Stanley (9) 
Charlie Melson 
“Wild Orchids” 


Enright (9) 
‘Goin’ Strong’ 
Dick Powell 
Ritz Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Patterson 2 


Penn (9) 
“Pace Setter’ Unit 
Teddy Joyce Bd 
George Givot 
W & E Wallace 
George Moeser 
Helen Anderson 





Buster West 


Gamby-Hale Girls 


“Mardi Gras” Unit 


Unit 


‘F’tprints to ‘Satan’ 


Galvin & Flores 
Georgie Hunter 


(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-24) 
Jean Gaynor 
Berrens & Roland 
John Rothaang Co 
(Three to fill) 


Fairmount 
ist half (18-20) 
3 Hartwelis 
Barrett & Cuneén 
Al Wohlman 
Night Club Rev 
2a haif (21-24) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Ethel Pastor 
Clay & Crouch Co 
Lewis & Ames 
& Harmaniacs 


Grand 
ist half (18-20) 
4 Haas Bros 
DeCosta & C’n'gh’'m 
Millard & Marlin 
Robbins & Jewett 
Love in the Ranks 
2a half (21-24) 
6 Cardinals 
Dixie Hamilton 
Barrett & Cuneen 





Emile Boreo 





HONEST RE DEALIN 


WRITE---WIRE---CALL 


ALF T. WILTON 


INC, 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Sulte 500 P 


Bryant 2027-8 





Carnival of Venice 


Lincoln Sa. 
ist half (18-20) . 
Bee Jung 
Roth 
Winfield & Mills 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Convey 2 & Johnny 
2d male (21-24) 
Weiss 3 
Hall & Symonds 
Youth Speed & B'ty 
(One to fill) 


National 
ist half (18-20) 
Carlton & Bellew 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGivney 
The Weaet 
(One t ll) 
24a naar (21-24) 
McCarthy Sis 
ne lee 
Rucker & Perria 
T Christian Orch 





(One to fill) 





A Rasch Ballet 
Pasquall Bros 
Aitea Latel Suirte 
‘Broadway Melody’ 


Creatore’s Orch 


‘Abie’s Irish 


Rube Wolf 
Murray Peck 
Julia & Frances 
“Why Be ty 


t (84) 


Jock Powell 
Harm & Nee 
Jack Egan 
Maureen & Sonny 
Charles Barnes 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
Paul Oscard Rev 
‘Chinatown Night#’ 

United Artiste 
C Sharpe Minor 
“Hearts of Dixie” 
Warner 

(Indef) 4 
Leo Forbstein Orch 
Georgie Raft 
Powell & Madeline 
Barrett Greenwood 
Fredericks & D 
Sugar Barnum 
‘Queen of Night C’ 
NEWARK 

Branford (9) 
Evans. B Fountaine 
Eddie Moran 
Vice Laurie 
Kitty O'Reilly 
3 Midnight Stepp’ rs 
12 Donahue-Boyles 
Phyllis Newkirk 
“What a Night” 
N. ORLEANS, LA 


(16) 
“Mission Bells’ U 
Si Wills 
Anita LaPierre 
Inez & DeWynn 
Brown & Bailey 


OM NEB. 
Riviera (16) 
“Volcano” Unit 


Ted & Jack Dale 


Alex Ivanoff 

“Give & Take” 
Fay’s (9) 

Sessue Hayakawa 

6 Bohemians 

Lee & Gould 

Sherman & Rose R 

“True Heaven” 


Frank Melino Co ~- 


9) 
“Ship Ahoy” Unit 
Al Moore & Bd 
Milton Beryl 
Rodion 3 
“Why Be Good” 


Eddie Magill 
Dolores & Eddy 
Salmonse 
Paul Kirkland 
Arthur Ball 
Foster Girls 
SAN FRA 
Granada (8) 
Brooke Johns 
Geanie Lang 
Frank Melino Co 
Ted & Jack Dale 
Gil Wray 
Eleanor Terry 
Harriett Powell 
Warfield (8) 


Gene Morgan 
Heidt Band 
Thel Osep 


Melba Verdieg 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Sin Sister” 


(9) 
Bert Frohman 
Muriel LaFrance 
Frank & Forman 
Mabel Albertson 
Yvonne Davis 
Chas Brugge 
Foxettes 
Melba Verdieg 


Leon Brusiloft 
“Greyhound Cr at 


‘Bubbl ‘ 
Wesley Eddy 
Ted Clare 

Boyd Santor 


‘Canary M’'d’r Case’ 


IR ye Ah Horses 
Sager Midgeley Co ‘ 


NCISCO 


Meyer Davis Sym 


gs Over’ U't 


eum 
ist half (18-20) 
3 Flying Harpers 
‘Brooks & Nace 
Lew Kelly Co 
Jack Kaufman Bd 
2a half (21-24) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Boland 


Dave Gardner Co 
Chabot & Tortini 


Gilbert & French Love in the ne 
Melvia Sis -» worcesters” 
‘Greyhound Ltd Earl & Bell 
SN Ques. TX.| Ship Ahoy 

‘exas (16) Georgie Price 
“Blossoms” -Unit Masterpieces 


ist half (18-20) 
Reck & Rector 
Dixie Hamilton 
Clay & Crouch Co 
Bert Walton Co 
John Rothang Co 

24 half (21-24) 
Peggy English 
Fynan & Doris 
Lander Bros & L 


Goodwin & Rash. 
Toomer & Day 
Ralph ‘Whitehead 


46th St. 
ist haif (18-26) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Seymour & Cunard 


Jimmy Hussey Co 
6 Harmaniacs 

2d half (21-24) 
Bee Jung 
Taye & Jackson 
Kitty Doner Co 


(One to fill) 
Ave. 


Gates 
ist half (18-20) 
McCarthy Sis 


Making Whoopee 
2a pas (21-24) 





Mazola 


Houghton Lev & H 
Carryings On of '28 


Youth Speed & B'ty 


Alex’d’r Logan & G 


Anthony & Howl’d 


Kay Hamlin & Kay 
Lander Bros & L’ry 


Premier 

ist half (18-20) 
Pielot & Scofield 
Jean Gaynor 
Harry Koler Ce 
Billy Beard 
Buzzington Bd 

2d haeif (21-24) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Goodwin & Rash 
Brooks & Nace 
D Harris & Frankie 
Dave H®@rris Girls 


Prospect 
Ist half (18-20). 
Lawton 
Witt & Sawyer 
Renard & West 
Edith Clifford Co 
Harry Girard Co 
2a half (21-24) 
4 Haas Bros 
Doyle & Dannelly 
Harry Koler Co 
Smith Strong & L 
Paris Creations 


ATLANTA « 
Grand (18) 
Conley 3 
Trado 2 


Anderson & Graves 
Milo 
Milton Douglas Co 


BAY RIDGE 
Loew’ 


s 

ist half (18-20) 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Myrtle Boland 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 
Chabot & Tortini 
Marvéltone 

2d half (21-24) 
3 Flying Hartwells 
& Stringo 
Renard & West 
Rube Clifford 
Irving Newhoff Co 


BOSTON 
a... pea (18) 
omas 
bag Donnell Co 
In Wrong 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Collegiana 


CANTON 
Loew's (18) 
‘| Alpine Sports 
Jack Goldie 
Jack Conway Ce 
Watts & Hawley 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 


CLEVELAND, 0. 


ist half a eee 
erent & 
Goetz & Seay 
Gus Fay Co 
Margaret Padula 
Strains & Strings 
2a “half (21-24) 
Alpine Sports 
Jack Goldie 
Jack Conway Co 
Watts & Hawley 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
CORONA, L. L 


ist ws qs- -20) 


Mae Tcnale 

Long Long Trall 

D Harris & Frankie 

Dave Harris Girls 
24 half (21-24) 

Dave Roth 


Pease & Nelson 

Pisano & Landarer 

Night at Luna P’k 
HOUSsTO 


Houston (18) 
De Toregos 
Halstead & Daniels 
F’kl’n D’Armore Co 
Lew Wilson 
Lew Wilson Gan 

JAMAICA, L. 
liside 


ist half (18-26) 
Geo & M McLaren 


Making yrhoopee Scherr Bros 
BROOKL Gibbs Sis 
Bedf (Two to fill) 
ist half (18-20 24 half (21- 26). 
Cahill & Maybelle | Kay Hamlin & 


Scherr —y 
Marion Sunshine 
Winfred & Mills 


Chucky Callahan Braille & Pallo Rev | Gibbs Sis 
8 Torpedoes 2a half (21-24) HIS, T ° 
“Bellamy Trial’ Mae Francis Loew's (18) 
W’SHINGT'’N, D.C.|Wm & Joe Mandel |3 Blanks 

Fox (16) Owen McGivney Frank Salt Co 
Bert Frohman The Wager Herbert Clifton 
Foxettes (One to fill) 


Cole & Snyder 
Lee 2 


MONTBREAL 
Loew's (18) 
H & M Scranton * 
Georgie Lyons 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Bernard & Henrie 
Morris & Campbell 
NEWARK 
State (18) 
France & LaPell 
Winnie Baldwin 
Kramer & Boyle 


RLEANS 
State (18) 
Kanazawa Tr 
Fein & Tennyson 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Josephine Harmon 





s. 


Kramer & Boyle Co 
NEW O 


-Gast’n & Andree Co 


Phillips & Pierce 
Joe Phillips Rev 

2d haif (21-24) 
Hubert Dyer Co 


Witt & Sawyer 
A & L Barlow , 
Frances Arms 
Marveltone 





Keith's 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

ist half (17-20) 
Krippen & Brown 
Sandry Unit 

2a half (21-23) 
“Undercurrent 
The Briants 
(Three to fill) ° 

2d half (14-16) 
Ashley & Sharp 
Red Grange 
Rogers & Donnelly 
(Two to fill) 

Coliseum 

ist half (17-20) 
Harry Fox 
Herb Williams 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (21-23) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Bobbie Felsom 
Gilda Gray 
(Two to fill) 
2d ‘half (14-16) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Hyde & “Burrell 
Mary Haynes 
Param'nt Hotel Orc 
(One to fill) 


Bist St. 
ist half (17-20) 
Madie & Ray. 
Van & Schenck 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (ai. 23) 
Van & Schenck 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Danny Smali Co 
Duncan Sis 
(Three to fill) 





Riverside 


ist half (17-20) 
Yocan Dance Arts 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Clayton J’ks'n & D 
(Two to fill» 

2d half (21-23) 
Joe Regan 
Keno Grn & Mitzi 
Chas Ray 
A & M Havel 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Sunshine Sammy 
Philson & Duncan 
Brendel & Burt 
Whirl of Splendor 


Royal 

ist half (17-20) 
Davis & LaRue 
Undercurrent 
Jack Major 
Morrissey~& Miller 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Harry Krivit Show 

2d half (14-16) 
Fantastic Rev 
Donovan Girls 
Jim & M Harkins 
(Two to fill) 


CONEY ISLAND 


Tilyou 

ist half (17-20) 
Le Grohs 
Stanley Wolfe 
Midget Follies 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
Donovan Girls 








LYONS & LYONS 


io 


Intincate Chats 
GEORGE SACKETT . 











Fordham 
ist half (17-20) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Brooks & Rush 
Rudy Valee 
(Two to fill) 
(Three to fill} 

2a half (21-23) 
Parisian 4 
Rudy ge * 
(Three to fill) 
2a a (14-16) 
Le Gorh 
Mason a 

& 


Toney 
N Y University Ba 
(One to\fill) 


Franklin 
ist half (17-20) 
Parisian 4 
Besser & Balfour 
(Tkr2e to fill) ° 
24 half (21-23) 
Savoy & Mann 
Davis & Darnell! 
Senator Murphy 
Illini og Ba 
(One to fill) 
2a wee (14-16) 
Modern Marionettes 
Boyle & Della 
Guy Voyer Co 
Chas Ray 
Runaway 4 
Ha 


mi 

ist half (17-20) 
Harry Krivit Show 
(Others to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
Margaret Lawrence 
Florence O’Denish’n 
—. b Fag 
(Two ll) 
2a woe (14-16) 
River Rhythm 
F Wood & B Wyde 
Davis-Dwan Rev 
(Two to fill) 

pod qi 


rome 
Jay C Flippen Unit 
Jeff. 


erson 

ist half (417-20) 
Crystal 
Donovan Girls 
Davis & Darnell 
Illini Bd 
Spence & True 
Allen & Canfield 

2d half (21-23) 
Parker & Mack 
Herb Ashley Co 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Gamble Bros & B 
Brendel & Burt 

2d half (14-16) 
Al K Hall 
Maide & Ray 
Whiting & Burt 


Keeler 
Norman 


























(9) 
T ‘Harvest Time’ U’ 


Wesley Eddy 
“Rescue” 





Fauntleroy & Van 


t Geo DuFranne Co 


Mitchell & Dove 
Ruth Roye 


Oriental 
ist half (18-20) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Doyle & Donnelly 





Loew 


Bull Montana 


2d half (21-24) 
Chas & L Girard 





NEW YORK CITY 
American 

ist half (18-20) 
Fitz & HEvans 
Steadm’n & Shirley 
Parig Creations 
Clay Barr Co 
Rube Clifford 
Lime 3 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-24) 
Lane & Osgood 
LeVan Hills Co 





F & M Britton Oro 


Those 3 Fellows 
Hollingsworth & 
Georgie Hunter 
Alice Deyo Co 
(One to fill) 
Boulevard 
ist half (18-20) 
Villa & Stringo 
Dave Gardner Co 


(One to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
Wilfred DuBois 





Anthony & Howl’d 
Evans Wolf & Bd 


Fulton & Parker 
Bert Walton Co 


c Braille & Pallo Rev 


(One to fill) 
Palace 


ist half (18-20) 
ONeill & Manners 
Lewis & Ames 
Irving Newhoff Co 
(Two to fill) 


Carlton & Bellew 
Realm of Dance 
Phillips & Pierce 
Joe Phillips Rev 
(One to fill) 





Chapelle & Carlton 


NTQG's Desedy Club 


Berrens & Rolland 
DeSylvia’s Vanities 


2a half (21-24) . 


Conrad & Bddy 
Doc Baker Co 


TORONTO 
Leew’s (18) 
3 Students 
Jerome & Ryan 
Wally Sharples Co 


Vox & Walters 
Bonhair Tr 


ist half (18-20) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Fynan & Doris 
Iane & 

Emile Boreo 
Rainbow Revelries 

2d half (21-24) 
Bach Sis Co 
Long Long Trail 
Ardine & Tyrell 
Buzzington Bd 
(One to fill) 


ist half (18-20) 
Realm of Dance 
Peggy English 
Hollingsworth & © 





WOODHAV’'N, L. I. 
Hard 


Eleanor Te 
Git'wray Tuesdays JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 

oster 
‘Varieties of ‘29’ U New York TAILOR, 908 Walnut St, 
pats & Allen —— ~ 

8 =e 

Lime 3 - et ag A & Faun D’Costa & C’n’gh’m NORFOLK, VA. Bernays Johnson 
Bekefi Co Paul ‘“? Alex’der Logan & G Leow’s (18) Hector & Pals 
Myrtle Allen Blaine Pring : Bull Montana | Larimer & Hudson | Marquitta & M Br’s 
igs be Fy yet —— Harry Girard Co Alice Morley Pal a) 

8 ende te) vem’'nts’ ~ 
Maurice Deleporte ox? Melwepeliten (15) | Scott & Vernon King King & King 


Mary Haynes 

Benny Davis Gang 

Harry Langdon 

Whiting & Burt 

(Others to fill) 
(10) 


Barto & Mann 
Wan & Schenck 
Dooley & Morton 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Irene Franklin 
Black Cat 4 
Lester Irving 8 
(Two to fill) 


Regent 

ist half (17-20) 
King Bombo 
Tracey & Vine 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Bob Hall 
(One to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
Stanley & Wolfe 
Ford Dancers 
J C Morton Co 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (14-16) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 





Allen & Canfield 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Olvera Bros 

Harry Jolson 
Harry Krivit Show 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 


ist half (21-24) 
Besser & Balfour 
Santry Bd 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (14-17) 
Byron & Willis 
Arthur & M Havel 
Merys & Hanaford 
Kathryn Rose Rev 
(One to fill) 

BROOKL 


Albee (17) 
Large & Morgner 
Runaway ¢ 
Vincent Lopez 

Al K Hall 

(One to fill) 


1st half (17-20) 
Clinton & R'n'y 
(Others to fll) 

2a half (21- 38) 
Maidie & Ray 
Red Grange 
Jim & M Harkins 
Family Ford 
(One to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Miller Bros Co-Eds 
The Creightons 
E Sherriff Co 
Alexander & Peggy 
Frank Dobson_Co 


FI 

ist half (17-20) 
Danny Small Co 
Toney & Norman 
Gilda Gray 
Senator Murphy 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-232) 
Jack Waldman 
Anatol Friedl’nd Co 

2d half (14-16) 
Mme Bradna Circus 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Webster Morango 
Walter-Dare Wahl 
Harry Fox 


Greenpoint 

ist half (17-20) 
Spot & Cody 
Bozo Snyder Unit 

2d half (21-23) 
Dallas & Walker 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Davis & LaRue 
King Bombo 
(One, to fill) 

24 half (14-16) 
Gordon's Dogs 
‘Along Broadway 
Lee & Cranston 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
DeVere Doyle & M 


enmore 

ist haif (17-20) 
Willie West & McG 
Frankel & Dunlev 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (21-28) 
Ruth Warren 
The Monologist 
Clayton J’kson & D 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Parisian Four 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Savoy & Mann 
Fannie Ward 


Madison 

ist half (17-20) 
Savoy & Mann 
The Monologist 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
Le Crohs 
Chas Ray 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Midget Land 
Kohn & Depinto 
Monica & A Skelly 
Berkes & Sully 
Beehee & Rubyiatt 


rpheum 

ist half (17-26) 
Dallas Walker ° 
Whitefield & Irel’d 
Ford Dancers 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Tracey & Vine 
Midget Follies 





(Three to fill) 


24 half (14-16) 
Sullivan & Ames 
Billy Maine Co 
Josephine Davis 
‘Chas Slim Timblin 
King Bombo 


Prospect 

ist red (17-20) 
Chas Ra ‘ 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (21- 33) 
Belle Baker 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Nathano Bros 
Loma Worth 
Abbott & Risland 
Joe Laurie 
(One to fill) 





——=2 


Rae & Dot Dean 
Blumberg’s Dogs 
(il) 


Wheeler & Sands 
Roscoe Ails Co 
Lester Lamont Co 
Lottice Howard 


CALGARY, CAN, 
Grand (18) 
Agemos 


Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Watson & Cohan 
Florence Moore 
Dick Henderson 
Janette Hackett 
(il) 
3 Whirlwinds 
Gus & Will 
Lulu McConnell 








DR. 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: 
VINCENT LOPEZ; FOUR VAN RIPPERS 








AKRON, 0O. 
Palace 
ist half (18-20) 
Marion Wilkins 
Mack & Rossiter 
Nina Gordont 
Shean & Cantor 
5 Jansleys 
2a hal? (21-24) 
Miacahua 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Art Landry Co 
Brown & Whittaker 
(One to fill) 
2d half (14-17) 
Al Abbott 
Jimmy Savo.Co 
Dick Shing Ca 
Francis X Bushm’n 
Shaw & Carr’ll Rev 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 


ist half (18-20) 
Cook Oatman 
PRoger Imhoff 
London Palace Co 
2d half (21-24) 
Marcus Revue 
AUGUSTA, 
ist half (is- 20) 
Jimmy ae Show 
ORE 


New Gooden ( 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Dave Ferguson 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Eva Tanguay ° 
Rosalind = 
BANGO ME, 


ist half ue 
Al Libby C 
Russell & Heosecty 
Col Jack George 
J Spence & Lioyds 
(One to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
Margaret & Jean 
Hewitt & Hall 
All , Wrong 
(Two to fill) 
BARRE 


. . 


Park 

24 half (21-24) 
Stone Bros 
Dolly Dumplin Ceo 
Beck & Norton 
Stewart & Jeanne 
(One to fill) 
BEN 


Grn, VT 
24 half (21-24) 








Stanley & Ginger 
Bob Nelson 
De Marcos 
CAMBR’GE, N. 
Central Sq. 
2a half (21-24) 
Aerial Lovails 
Arnold & Leamy 
Moore, & Moore 
Fairyland Follies 
(One to fill) 
ae 0. 


let half (18- -20) 
Ella Shields 

Freda & Palace 
Mason Dixon D’c’rs 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-24) 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Jim McWilliams 
J Burchill Girls 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (14-17) 
Riddell & Cook 
Jay Velie 
Chamberlain & H 
Janette Hackett Ce 
(One to fill) 

CHARLOTTE 


Carolina ( 
Typical Topics 
Burke & Durkin 
Jarmann & Green 

CHATTANOOGA 

voli 

Ist half (18-20) 
(Same bill plays 
Knoxville 2d half, 
21-24) 


Wolff & Jerome 
Herbert Faye Co 
Lou Tellegen 
Polly & Oz 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (18) 
Ann Greenway 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Barry & Whitledge 
—~ Holtz 
4 Karreys 
(11) 
Max & Gang 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Long Tack Sam 
Brown & Whitt’ker 
Webb & Hay 
Glenn & Jenkins 


Lake (18) 
Ray Miller & Orch 


L: 


Sybilla Bowhan Co | Mclelian & Sarah 
Wade Booth Co Anger & Fair 
Beck & Norton H & F Seamon 
BINGHAMTON 9 gues > 
Bits (il) 
ist half (18-20) Leatrice Joy 
Carlena & Diamond | Rubio Sis 
Dance Scandals Derickson’' & Brown 
(Three to fill) Farnell & Florence 
2d half (21-24) Harry J Conley Co 
Leavitt & L’kwood | Levan & Bolles 
(Others to fill) Loyal’s cunt 
24 halt (14-27) Cc NATI 
Stanley & Elva rrory (18) 
Ethel Grey Fink’s Mules . 
—-- | 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y City 





= 





Rangers 
(Two to fill) 
TON, 
Bowdoin Sq. 
Rixfords 


Neapolitan 2 
4 Youngsters 
leston 


Sq. 
2d half (21-24) 
Bernice & Foran 
Palmer & Huston 
Mardi Gras Rev 
N & G Verga 
(One io fill) 


oward 

ist half (18-20) 
Sen F Murphy 
The Mounters 
Ray Huling Seal 
Keith-Albee (18) 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Ida M Sparrow Co 
(Three to a3 

Memorial (18 
Bekefi Dancers 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Ethel Davis 
Jack Norworth 
Dooley & Morton 
Fanny Ward 
N Boston 


(18) 


Pat Dailey Co 
Carney & Jean 
Vester Ss lee 


(11) 
4 Pepper eens 
Emily Darrell 
Billy Batcheldor Co 
4 Aristocrats 
6 Daunton Shaws 
BR’TLEB’ RO 


Princess (22-23) 
Hinke & Mae 
Denno Sis & T Br’s 
Hart & Francis 
BROCKT’N, MASS. 

Brock 


‘kton 
ist half (18-20) 
Gordon & Manners 
Grace Edler Co 
Howard Smith Co 
Kirby & Duval 
(One to fill) 
2a half (14-17) 
Goslar & Lusby Rv 
Claude & Marion 
Mexican Cossacks 
(Two to fill) 
BUFFALO 
Shea’s (18) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Le Paul 
Kenneth Harlan 





Chamberlain & H 
Corinne Tilton 
Paviey Ballet 
(One to fill) 

(11) 


Dance Parade 
Toby Wilson 
Bonta Tr 
Bell Baker 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Palace (18) 
Alma Beilson 
Klugel & Rubels 
Senna & Dean 
Chas Althoff 
Carl Rosini 
(11) 
Hayes & Cody 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Jones & Hull! 
Oscar Stang Orch 
Lottie Atheron 
CLAREM’NT, N.H. 
New Claremont 
(20-21) 
Hinkle & Mae 
Denno Sis & T Bre 
Hart & Francis 
LEVELAND 


105th St. 
lst half (18-20) 
Lottie Atherton 
Jones & Hull 
Arthur Degoy Co 
Yates & Carson 
Oscar Stang Co 
2d half (21-24) 
Elsa Marvenga 
Foley & Latour 
Ella Shields 
—— & Peterson 
Felovi 
2a half (14-17) 
Don Valero Co 
Shean & Cantor 
Hayes Lehman & 
Marion Wilkins 
Dave Vine 
Palace (18) 
Falls Reading & B 
Gallarini Sis 
Julius Tannen 
Leatrice Joy 
Trixie Friganza 
Bonta Tr 
(11) 
Colleano Family 
Mack & Rossiter 
Jim McWilliams 
Jackie Coogan 
Arthur Corey 
COLU nota 


Palac 
ist half (8- -20) 
Jimmy Burchill 
Reynolds & White 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Kouns 





Sis 
Jim ceWilliams 


‘ 
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Wednesday, March 13, 1929 





































































VARIETY ad 
— - ——— 
— or & Bryon Banjolana 2d half (21-24 HIN” J 
incanve on-ee eR EENFIELD (One to Ai) me he aos Ne mam Soeniy rt nowabte SCHN rps, N.Y. TROY, N. ¥. ST. PAUL, MINN. Becton .& Taley 
eo Porate 2a half (21-24) | Aileen &  Marjoric | Coke feeghaDke | Devils’ Circus 2a half (14-17) | ist half (17-20) as aged, ae hale ieee, | 3d bald ¢21-28) 
Desro Retsiace | Marty Dupree Sh'w | Frances & Wally 2d half (14-17) | Frackson™ este @ Mites tee te a lee ee: eee eee earns 
preda ‘ - ckson arle & Willian fo to fill i ; * > ; 
a ebur Devoy (Two to fill) Podern Cinderella Amerique & Neville | Raymond & Cave'ly | Desperate art = half (21-23) Philsow hes Duncan Cook & Vernon iene 3929 
$10 Lewis HARRISBURG = e Borden Co Jack Major Ted Lewis Evans & Mayer Boyle & Della Fiske O'Hara Milton Berle TOPEKA KAN 
r Stang Co New State oe Mendi Undercurrent (11) Sandra (Two to fill) Morton & Mack Memphis Collegians Novelty (18) 
on half (14-17) ist half (18-20) MILFORD, MASS. | Chamberlin & E Olive Olsen UTICA, N. ¥ : (One to fill) Marcella Hardy 
Murray Marcus Rev 2d half (21-24) Seymour & H'ward | Claire Vincent Gaiety : 2a half (21-23) Bdise > fe Geesesy 
Park & Bergman | (Others to fill) T & A Leon Nixon Hal Neiman Ist half (18-20) Everett Sanderson | mie Marionne Co 
le & Rubles HARTFORD, CT Grete we - Ove Ceo =a half (18-30) Mitchell & Durant | Billie Moody Interstate lou Cameron Co WAUKEGAN, ILL 
rowning ° ear f 3 Waters ed Lewis Bd Brown Derby Orch Harry Watson Co ‘ amhe =~ ; 
Zoe en Bros n.| ist naif (18-20) ‘oun = aniliiams Victor Graft . SEATTLE, WASH. | (One to fll) (Two to fill) 2a halt ¢21<23) 
CONCORD, N. wan Osten ne to. sit) Edgar Bergen Co Orpheam (11) 2d half (21-24) TRE H'UTE, IND.| Keo Taki & Yoki 
apttel i») (Two te fill) Palace Gam re Covesect Pals sr | vyae Don Cummings ATLANTA. GA 4 Diarncnds Indiana Seed & Austin 
- ) orke & in > > Scands er gay “4 2 : 3 . Pow le 
nd PcKenzie H’V'RHILL, MASS. | Rard & Roland 2d half (21-24) | Adela Verne a on ee eo ee PERS DONE "CRUDE. < Oun Footer 
4 Van Rippers ist half (18-20) pontent Shaw & Shaw Forsythe & Kelly 2a half (14-17) Yat , %& yey M By & Grart 
(Three to fill) Bekwith | pa, ETowning Fred Weber Co Red Donohue Pal | Dover & Soltah 7 ral —- i 
ea half (21-24) Morrell & Marien Ray & Harrison Clara K Young Honey Tr Lila Campus Bémunds & Fichon | Ruch Ford _ 
wille Karbe & Sis |Claude & Marion | | Zelda Santiey Frances Kennedy |S8O’BR'DGE, MASS. | Page & Cortes ae ee lee ee ee antages 
pmily Darrell Pe eee tesa (11) Casting Stars 2a half (21-24) | Harris & Ratchiffe | (One to 0!) ew ny 
lacie & 2a half (21-24) ne Ue Mavi oR } lar ~A Bronson & ReneeR| Hancock O. H. |L’TLE R'CK, ARK 
to sher vis rans & Perkins NCOUVER,. C. . - . — ¥ ° : ’ 
@WaYTON, 0. |M Warner & Marg | Rerkes & Sully M'r’y MeN’ce & R| (One to fill) Orpheum (18) |, 1#t half (18-20) aeee co NEWARK Billy Farrell Co 
Keith’s (Others to ) Frankie Heath Byron & Willis SPRINGFIELD, 0.|3 Whirlwinds (Same bill plays ist half (18-20) Newark (18) Davis & McCoy 
ist half (18-20) ITHACA (Two to fill) Toby Wilson Regent 3 Gus & Will Waco 2a half) Modern Marionettes Russell & Hayes Castle of Dreames 
Harry Carroll Unit Strand MINNEAPOLIS | Evans & Mayer Ist half (18-20) [Lulu McConnell Heras & Wallace | Tyler Mason Geo P Murphy PORTLAND, ORB 
aa half (21-24) 24 half (21-24) Hennepin (18) Edna W Hopper Felovis Stanley & Ginger Bernet & Dye Joe Young | (Others to fill) Pantages (18) 
hur Corey Rose's Midgets Lewis & Winthrop |Shaw & Carroll Foley & Latour Bob Neilson Charm 4° 2d half (21-24) NIAGARA FALLS | Davalos Sp'nish Or 
Artmolds & White (Others to fill) Hibbert & Hartman | Larry Rich Dance Parade The De M: Weaver Bros Seem weve Strand (18) Roger Williams 
ReyD wee | Long Tack Sam Rich & Cherie 2a half (21-24) cE ges ome Folks Maker & Redford |Champaigne & H 3/| (Three to fill) 
pene vacate he Fel -_ Aleka ne co, | Ken Murray Unit Benita (18) | SNBAY ORLEANS Chas Bennington “Frateees ta 
qi ‘elovis exander & Peggy “Or 1s 
RD SLOAT 


nH OW 





BONOS FOR INVESTMENT 


% Co 


Witham St. WY 














— 


Block & Sully 
Kouns Sis 

eg 

wa half (14-17) 
Collins & Peterson 
Carl Rosini Co 
Corinne Tilton 

Art Landry Orch 
Miacahbua - 

Kaye & Sayre 


(18) 
audsmiths 

yo Howard 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Scott Sanders 


(11) 
Mosconi Bros 
Mary Dugan Unit 

DES MOINES 


ist half (18-20) 
WL 8 Show Boat 
Elliott & Latour 
(Three to fill) 


: 


t 
If (21-24) 
ae Be a Keller 
Chaney & Fox 
to fill) 
Ca halt (14-17) 


Burns 2 
Frank Conville 
Siamese 2 
fone to fil) 

t 
(One DETROIT 


Ist half (18-20) 
Hudson Wonders 
lt) & Fant 
to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 

& Cook 
— wh} 
e to 
2a half (14-17) 


Burns & Burchill 
Annette Kellerman 
(One to fill) 


(11) 
The Red Pirate 


Wm BPbbs 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Morton & Mack 
Geo Hannaford Co 


Uptens 
Ist half (18-20) 
Gus Thalero Gang 
Riddel & Cook 
Collins & Peterson 
Zastro White Rev 
2a half (21-24) 
Hudson Wonders 
B & J Browne 
Lytell & Fant 
(One to fill) 
2a half (14-17) 
Frank Wilson 
Toto 
Norton & Haley 
Gilbert & Avery 
(One to fill) 
ELMIRA 
Majestic 
ist half (17-20) 
’'s Midgets 
2a half (21-238) 


_Rigoietto Bros 


Style Show 

(10) 

Marcus Rev 
——. PA, 


erry o 
Ist half (18-20) 
3 Rolling Stones 
Harry L Cooper Co 
Dance Bits 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
alero’s Circus 
MeCaffey & Malley 
J Elliott & Girls 
Harris & Howe 
(One to fill) 
24 half (14-17) 
Vacca 
Rogers & Gregory 
C'nningh’m & B Co 
Poley & Latour 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
HB’'G, MASS. 


Lyrie 

Ist half (18-20) 

n Smith Co 
patting Ring 
‘onohue & M an 
One to fill) ring 

2d half (21-24) 
Grace Edler Co 

die Carr Co 
Jack McCloskey Co 
(One to fill) 
FR'M'GH'M, MASS, 
Ist half (18-20) 
Mayo & Mac 
(Others to fill) 
GARDNER, MASS, 
Ist half (18-20) 
Connie Billie & M 
(Two to fill) 
GRAND RAPIDS 

Keith’s 

Ist half (18-20) 
Jean Green 

n Gra 
Tote anese Co 


Morton & Sto 
“ny — fill) 3 

€ a = 
Orin: = (21-24) 
ym Ebbs 

amilton 
Will Mahomey . 
ack Shing Co 

2d halt (14-17) 

Stro White Rev 
Cullen Landis 
Gallarinj & Sis 

ne & Haley 





2a half (14-17) 
L Rich & Cherie 
(Two to fill) 


JERSEY CITY 


State 

Ist half (18-20) 
Ben Blue Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (21-24) 
Danny Small 
Eva Tanguay 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (14-17) 
Mowatt & Hardy 
R Huling & Chartie 
Mazzetti Lewis Co 
(Two to fill) 


(One to fill) 
KNOXVILLE 
Tennessee 


ist half (18-20) 
W H Groh Co 
Lasses White 
Summere & Hunt 
Cameo Capers 


LACONIA, XN. Hi. 
Ist half (18-20 
Von Stremel 
Gans & Perkins 
(One to fill) 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Colonial 
Ist half (18-20) 
Morocco Bound 
2a half (21-24) 
Carrie Lillie 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Cook & Oatman 
Clint’n & R’'ney Ba 
(One to fill) 
2a half (14-17) 
LEWISTON, MR. 
Music Hall 
Ist half (18-20) 
Margaret & Jean 
Hewitt & Hall 
All Wrong 
(One to fill) 
2a half (21-24 
Al Libby Co 
Russell & Haggerty 
Col Jack George 
Spence & Li’yd Sis 
LIMA 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-20) | 
Mona Mura & Boys 
4 Cassions 


Watson Sis 
Frank Haradiliton 
Mexican Rev 
Mayo & Lynn 
Les Klicks 
qi1) 
Frances White 
Buek & Bubbles 
Pepito 
Lockett & Page 
The Ghezzis 
Orpheum (18) 
Olsen & Johnson 
Jack Benny 
Nick Lucas 
Casey & Warren 
5 Bracks 
Hal Neiman 
Olive Olsen 
Don Lee & Loutse 
Sid Marion 
qil) 
Les Klicks 
Medley & Dupree 
Al B White Rev 
Jack Benny 
Hayes & Fleeson 
Olsen & Johnson 
LOU LLE 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-20) 
Arthur Corey 
Block & Sully 
Jackie Coogan 
Joe Marks 
Vardell Bros 
#2a half (21-24) 
Harry CarrohH Unit 
2a half (14-17) 
Will Mahoney 
Primrose Semon 
Chisholm & Breen 
Grace Adelpbi 
6 Mounters 


ELL, 
Keith’s 
ist half (18-20) 
Mankin 
Jack McCloskey Co 
Sybilla Bowhan Co 
LYNN, MASS. 
Olympia 
ist half (18-20) 
Nolan Bros & V 
Eddie Carr Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 
Howard Smith Co 
Hill Billies 
Kirby & Duval 
Dancing Danburys 
MALDEN, MASS. 
Grand 


Ist half (18-20) 
Armand Devore Co 
The Briants 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-24) 
Pony Boy 
4 Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 
MARLBORO, M’SS. 

Ist half (18-20) 
Von Stremel 
Gans & Perkins 
(One to fill) 

MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (18) 
Van Cello & Marx 
Primrose Semon 

Lang & Haley 





Everett Sanderson 
Harry Watson Jr 
Billy Glason 
Muriel Kaye Co 
(One to fill) 


ER, VT. 
2d half (21-24) 
Stone Bros 
Dolly Dumplin Co 
Beck & Norton 
Stewart & Jeanne 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (18) 
Orth & Codee 
Florence LaVere Co 
George Beatty 
Billy Hall Co~ 
Semeet & May 


ra 
MORRISTOWN 
Keith’s 
24 half (21-24) 
Mack & Molly 
Mary Zoller Co 
Jarrow 


Side Kicks 
(One to fill) 
NASHVILI. 


Princess (18) 
Alleen & Marjorie 
Johnny Hyman 
Modern Cinderella 
Eddie Borden Co 
Nelson's Catland 


qi1) 
Schictl’s W’d’r’ttes 
Block & Sully 
Banjoland 

Frank Devoe 

Joe Marks Co 

N. B’DE’RD, M’SS. 


Olympic 

Ist half (18-20) 
Jinks & Ann 
Goslar & Lusby 
Moran Warner & M 
Mexican Cossacks 

2d half (21-24) 
Gordon & Manners 
Denohue & 


(One to fill) 
NEWBURGH 


Academy 
ist half (18-20) 
Brooks & Ross 
Chas Keating 
Smith & Hart 
(One to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
Little Pipifax 
B F & Murphy B's 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (14-17) 
Gray & Lee 
Jack Marks Co 
Eva Tanguey 
Billy Maye Co 
(One to fill) 
NIAGARA FALIS 
Belleview 
ist half (18-20) 
McCaffey & Malley 
Harris & Howe 
J Eliiott’s Girlg 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
3 Rolling Stones 
Dance Bits 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (14-17) 
Dare & Faye 
Arthur Devoy Co 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Kajiyama 
N. ADAMS, MASS. 
Empire 
2a half (21-24) 
Philson & Duncan 
Francis Renault 
Harris & Ratcliffe 
2a half (14-17) 
6 Rockets 
Almond & Grey Sis 
(One to fill) 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (8) 
Princess Pat 
Harrington Sis 
Younger Foys 
Richard Keane 
Mitchell & Durante 
Rae Samuels 
(11) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
George McClennon 
Casey & Warren 


| Sophie Tucker 


Sid Marion Co 
Paulo Paquita & C 
OMAHA 


Orpheum (18) 
Mary Dugan Unit 
ql). 
Bobbie Rowland 
Lou Cameron Co 
Bard & Rowland 
McLellan & Sarah 
Carl Freed Orch 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (18) 
Chevalier Bros 
Gibson-Frich & §S 
Verna Rathburn 
(Two to fill) 
(11) 


Cannon & Lee 
Tom Lane 
Billy Swede Hall 
Walsh & Clark 
Dance Scanda!s 
P’WT’CKET, R. I. 
Colonial 
Ist half (18-20) 
Clayton & Clayton 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
A & L Wilson 
Joe Mendi 
(One to fill; 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (18) 
Cheu Hing Tr 
Mae Usher 
Signor Frisco 
Walter C Kelly 
Dainty Marie 
Grand 0. H. 
Ist half (18-20) 
Gordon & King 
Ryan & Nobilette 
Mae Usher 
Gamble Bros & B 
(One to fill) 





Kate Smith 
Freda & Palace 
Mason Dixon Co 
Kenneth Harlan 
Roy Cummings 
Nan Halpern 
Maids of the Air 
Libonati 

Harris 

ist half (18-29) 
Kajiyama 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (21-24) 
Dashington’s Dogs 
Jay Velie 
E Welch's Minst 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (14-17) 
Doug'as Wright Co 
Moran & Weston 
Burt & Lehman 
Dance Bits 
(One to fill) 

Sheri 


Ist half (18-20) 
Dashington’s Dogs 


) 

2a half (21-24) 
Kajiyama 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (14-17) 
Frozini 
3 Rolling Stones 
Hudson Wonders 
Harry L Cooper Co 


(One to filly 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-20) 
The Kirkallos 
Raymond Bond Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 
Mankin 
(Two to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Albee (18) 
Walter McNally 
Tiny Town Rev 
Girl Wanted 
Dotson 
Kitayamas 
HKEEPSIP 


Bard Avon 

ist half (18-20) 
B F & Murphy B's 
Johnny Walker 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (21-24) 
Brooks Ross 
Chas Keating 
Smith & Hart 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (14-17) 
Gus Mulcahy 
Ruddell & Donegan 
Kane & Ellis 
Stanley Rev 
(One to fill) 
PUTNAM, CONN 

2a half (21-24) 
T & A Leon 
Chelm St Orr Co 
Ward & Williams 
J & R LaPearl 
(One to fill) 

QUEBEC 

Auditoriam (11) 
Raymond Pike 
Gilbert & May 
Crazy Rhythm 
Billy Moody 
Little Pipifax Co 

QUINCY, MASS. 
Quincy 

Ist half (18-20) 
Dorothy Galland 
Anthony & Adams 
Joe Mendi 

2a half (21-24) 
Jones & Gannon 
(Two to fiiij 

RICHMOND 

National (18) 
Richmond 
Typical Topics 

(11) 
Sheldon-Heft & L 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Paddy Cliff & Ba 
Mimi Rollins 
Harry Holmes 

Roc 


¥) 


Palace 
Ist half (18-20) 
Along B’way 
B & J Creighton 
The Rangers 
Roy Cummings 
Nan Halperin 
Angel Bros 
2a half (21-24) 
Ed Janis Rev 
Al Abbott 
Colleano Family 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (14-17) 
Nina Gordini 
R Markert Dancers 
T & B Miller 
Reynolds & White 
Val Harris Co 
Kerr & Weston 
SALEM, MASS, 
Federal 
Ist half (18-20) 
Willie Karbe Sis 
Dancing Danburys 
Demarest & Deland 
Hill Billies 
2d half (21-24) 
Morrell & B’ckwith 
Babe Egan R’'dh’ds 
(Two to fill) 
SANDUSKY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (17-20) 
3 Bennett Boys 
Musical Chapins 
Sands & Doone 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (18) 
George McClennon 
Claire Vincent Co 
Marion Harris 
Conclin & Glass 
Pilcer & Douglas 
11) 
Watson S£&'s 
Billy & Elsa Newell 
Don Lee & Louise 
Geo Dor’de & Ptr 
Frank Hamilton 


4 Cassions 
2d half (14-17) 
Bobby May 
Dierce Girls 
Gordon & Squires 
Robins Co 
(One to fill) 
SPRINGE’LD, VT. 
2d half (21-24) 
Wade Booth Co 
Beck & Norton 
Sybilla Bowhan Co 
ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis (18) 
Peter the Great 
Rogers & Wynne 
Sylvania Clark 
Car) Freed Orch 
(One to fill) 


4141) 
Tinova & Batkoff 
Jean Bedini Co 
Silvertown Cord Or 
Al Trahan 
Kouns Sis 
SYRACUSE 


eith’s 
ist half (18-20) 
Ea Janis Rev 


Kate 


Family 
2d half (21-24) 
Along B’way 
B & J Creighton 
The Rangers 
Roy Cummings 
Nan _ Halperin 
Gruber’s Oddities 
2a half (14-17) 
Ruth Warren Co 


W’LLINGPF’D, CT. 
2a half (21-24) 
Aerial Lovails 
Arnold & Leamy 
Moore & Moore 
Jerome & Mills 
(One to fill) 
WARREN, O. 
2a half (21-24) 


Robbins’ 
Emily Earle 
Harry L Cooper Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half 414-17) 
Thalero’s Circus 
Krafts & Lamont 
Sorrentino 4 
Le Paul 
J Elliott Girls 
VILLE, ME. 
2a half (21-24) 
Hebert & Myrtle 
Charles Clayton 
(One to fill) 
WESTERLY, RB. I. 
lst half (18-20) 
Aerial Lovaiis 
Arnold & Leamy 
Moore & Moore 
Jerome & Mills 
(One to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-20) 
Lion’s L’c’l Frolics 
24 half (21-24) 
Frances Kennedy 
Franke] & Dunlevy 
(Three to fil}) 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Orpheum (18) 
The Agemos 
Watson & Cohan 
Florence Moore 




















TH 





STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 
iS WEEK 


MOORE and EVANS 


HARRY W. CRULL’S 


“NORTHWEST MOUNTED” 
treetion 


D 
Joe—LEDDY and SMITH—Ed 
226 West 47th St., Suite 901 














Ray & Dot Dean 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Allen Reno 

La Belle Pola 
Rosalyn Ruby 
THREE RIVERS 


' Capitol 
2a half (21-24) 
Little Pipifax 
Gilbert & May 
Raymond Pike 
Crazy Rhythm 
TOLEDO 
e 
_ Ist half (18-20) 
Griffin 2 
Hamilton Sis & ¥F 
Wm Ebbs 
Jimmy Savo 
Dack Shing Co 
2a half (21-24) 
Frank Wilson 
Toto 
Jean Granese Co 
Morton & Stout 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (18) 
Florie La Vere 
George Beatty 
Orth & Codee 
Yesterthoughts 
Harvard Chas & K 
(11) 
Lestra Lamont 
Wheeler & Sands 
Lottice Howell 
Rescoe Ails Co 
(One to fill) 
ey gl 


eith’s 
Ist half (18-20) 
Big Rosie. 
Ada Brown Co 
Sig Friscoe Ba 
Morrissey & Miller 
Willie West & McG 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
lst half (18-20) 
Mack & White 
Margaret Lawrence 
(Three to filly 
2d half (21-24). 
Jack Major 


Dick Henderson 
(One to fill} 
(11) 
Derickson & Brown 
Billy Glason 
The Sherwoods 
Angus & Searle 
(One to fill) 
WINSTED, CONN. 
Strand 
ist half (18-20) 
T & A Leon 
Chelm St Orr Co 
J & R LaPear) 
Ward & Williams 
(One to fill) 
WINSTON 
Auditorium 
Ist half (18-20) 
(Same bill plays 
Charlotte 2d half) 
W H Groh Co 
Lasses White Co 
Summers & Hunt 
Cameo Capers 
(One to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 
Zimmy 
Barring & L’zur Co 
(Three to -fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Mack & Stanton 
Boisman’s Alab’ms 
(Three to fill) 
*ST’R, MASS. 
Elm 


2a half (21-24) 
Stanley Rollickers 
(Two to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0. 
Kelth’s 

Ist half (18-20) 
Dezro Retter 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Art Landry Co 
Brown & Whittak’r 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-24) 
Marion Wilkins 
Mack & Rossiter 
Nina Gordoni 
Shean & Cantor 
5 Jansleys 

24 half (14-17) 
Harry Carroll Unit 








a 


Proctor 


— 9) 





NEW YORK CITY 
86th St. 


ist half (17-20) 
Loma Worth 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 


5th Ave. 
2d half (21-23) 
Ferris & Ellis 
(Two to fill) 
58th St. 
ist half (17-20) 
Marty Dupree Sh’w 
2d half (21-24) 
Mary & Bob 
Bob Hall 
Music Art Rev 
125th St. 
Ist half (17-20) 
Donnell O' Brien 
Ferris & Ellis 
(One to fill) 
WESTCHESTER 
New Kochelle 
Ist half (17-20) 
The Houstons 
Mary & Bob 
Joseph Regan 
(Two to fill) 





2a half (21-23) 
Rogers’ Show 
Mt. Vernon 
Ist half (17-20) 


Baby Edna Kier 
(Others to fill) 


Yonkers 

Ist half (17-20) 
All Girl Show 

2d. half (21-23) 
Houstons 
Loma Worth 
May & Dottie 
(Three to fill) 


NEWARK 
Proctor’s (17) 
Crackerjacks 
Hap Hazard Co 
Barto & Mann 
(Two to fill) 


ALBANY, N. Y. 
Grand 
Ist half (17-20) 
Francis Renault 
Harris & Ratcliffe 
(One to fill) 
2a half (21-22) 
Carlena & Diamond 
Fiske O'Hara 





Morton & Mack 


Frank Evers & G 
Sargent & Lewis 
Ledova 
4 Camerons 
(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (18) 
Ewing ation 
Teck Murdock 
Jack Smith 
3 Golfers 
(One to fill) ° 
FT. WORTH, TE*. 
Majestic (18) 
Elizabeth Bric 
Jed Dooley 
Jerry & Baby G'’ds 
Wilton & Weber 
GALVEST’N, TEX. 
Majestic 
ist half (18-20) 
(fame bill plays 
Beaumont 24 half) 
Chinko 
Wilsen Kepple & B 
Norwood & Hall 
Rome & Dunn 


Orpheum 
Serge Flash 
Scott & Swift Sis 
Clifford & Marion 
Jack Pepper 


(18) 


Koran 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (1 


3 Musketeers 
Pat Henning 
Hyams & Mcintyre 
Britt Wood 
Wells & Brady 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (18) 
4 Chandler Boys 
O’'Dunn & Deye ° 
Frank Stafford 
Spencer & Williams 
Rhea & Santoro 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (18) 
Libby Dancers 
Stutz & Bingham 
Hope Vernon 





Stan Stanley 
Hatt & Herman 





| Association 








sey TLL. 


ist half (17-20) 
Sparkles of 1929 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
Roy Rogers 
Our Gang Kids 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
cD'R — DS, IA. 


owa 
ist half (17-20) 
Bentell & Gould 
Betty Blythe 
Fern & Marie 
Muriel Kaye Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (21-23) 
A & G Falls 
Levan & Bolles 
Gordon & Squires 
6 Brown Bros 
(One to aole 
CHAMPAIGN, TLL. 
Orpheum (17) 
Bobby May 
M & A Skelly 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Belment 
Ist half (18-20) 
Gus Fowler Co 
Garden of Roses 
(One to fill) 
2a half (23-238) 
Silvertoes 
(Two to fill) 
Englewood 
ist half (17-20) 
Delisle 
Art Henry Co 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (21-33) 
Leff & Fields 
(Others to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 
ist half (17-20) 
Bernard & Kellar 
Chaney & Fox 
Al Trahan Co 
Aussie & Czech 
(One to fill) 
2a halt (21-23) 
W LS Show Boat 
Elliott & Latour 
DECATUR, ILL. 
Lincoln Sq. 
ist haif (17-20) . 
Roy Rogers 
cuff Nazarro 
Our Gang Kids 
Pauline Gaskins 
2a half (21-23) 
Cliff Nazarro 
Hall & Erminie 
Lum & White 
Frank Conville 
(One to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 
ist half (17-20) 
W -L 8 Show Boat 
Elliott & Latour 
2a half (21-23) 
Aussie & Czech 
Bernard & Kellar 


Lyric (17) 
Raymond & Geneva 
H & F Usher 
Happiness Girls 
EV’NSVW’LLE, IND. 

Vict 


ory 
2a half (17-20) 
Shannon's Frolics 
Farnell & Florence 
Bobby Barry Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
(One to 


Ist half (17-20) 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
Will Mahoney 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Zastro White Rev 
(One to fill) 
GALESBURG, IL. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (17-20) 
Baby Oxman 
Frank Conville 
Harry J Con'‘ey 

JOLIET, ILL, 

Rialte 

ist half (17-20) 
Angus & Searle 
Glenn & Jenkins 
JOPLIN, MO. 

Electrie 
Ist half (17-20) 
Dorothea Summers 
Revel Bros & Red 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-22) 
Ramon c 


Co 


& Krone 





(Twe to fill) 


KANS, CITY, MO. 
Mainstreet (17) 
Louisville Loons 
Sylvia Clark 
DePace Co 
Meehan & Newman 


, 
Lincoln (18) 
Kerr & Ensign 
(Two to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 


m 
Ist half (17-20) 
All Girl Show 
2a half (21-23) 
Bobbie Rowland 
McCleHan & Sarah 
Mangean fr 
MASON CITY, IA. 
ist; Malf (17-20) 
Baker & Knox 
Levan & Bolles 
Bert, CoHins Co. 


Al’x'’nder Bros & EB 
Betty Blythe 
(One to fill 
M’LW’UKEE, 
Riverside (17) 
Mel Klee. Unit 
PEORIA 


Palace 

Ist half (17-20) 
Hall & Erminije 
Gordon & Squires 
O’Brien 6 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
Harry Conley Co 
(Others to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 


Ist half (17-20) 
Hazel Mangean -Tr 
Bobbie Rowland 
Cullen Landis 
McClellan & Sarah 
(One to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
All Girl Show 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 

eum 

ist half (17-20) 
Everett Sanderson 
Harry Watson Co 
Lou Cameron Co 
Style Show 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-22) 
Max & Gang 
Cook & Vernon 
Milton Berle 
Memphis Collegians 
(One to fill) 
SIOUX F'LS, &. D. 


State 

Ist half (17-20) 
Burrs 2 
Siamese 2 
(One to fill) 

SO. REND, IND. 

| Palace 

Ist half (17-20) 
Kaye & Sayre 
Hurst & Voght . 
Wedding Gown 
Marie Valente 
(One to filly 

2da' half (21-23) 
Texas 4 
Cullen Landis Co 
Norton & Haley 
Tinowa & Baikoff 
(One to fill) 
SPRINGF’LD, ILL. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (17-20) 
A & G Falis 
Farnell & Florence 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Coscia & Verdi 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Marie Valente 
Hurst & Voght 
Wedding Gown 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGE’LD, MO. 

Electric 

ist half (17-20) 
Ramon & Krone 
(One to. fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
Roe Reaves 
Revel Bros & Red 
ST. JOSEPH, MO. 

Ehectric 
ist half (17-20) 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Roe Reaves 
(Twe to fill) 

24 half (21-23) 
Manuel Vega 
(Three to filly 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand (17) 
Armstrong & B’d’l 
Bartram & Saxton 
Chas T Aldrich 





(Others to fill) 


2a half (21-23) | 


(Two to fill) 
TORONTO 
Pantages (18) 

Havania 
Edge & Meda 
Jack Wilson Co 
Alexander & Olsen 
Alma & Duvall 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (18) 
Jungleland 
Ann Clifton 
Topical Topics 
Dayton & Rancy 
Blue Slickers 
TOLEDO, 0. 
Pantages (18) 
Odétte Charles & M 
Leonid Martov 
Tango Shoes 
Penny Reed & Gold 
Loew & Sargent Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (18) 
Polar Pastimes 
Al Rome Co 
Jimmy Allard Co 
Fielder H’rriot & H 
Kincaid Kilties 
MINNE 


Pantages (18) 
Stanton & Delorez 
Brown & Wells 
Ray Shannon Co 
Beau Brummels 
Scrambled Legs 

MOOSEJAW 


tages 

ist half (18-20) 
(Same bill plays 
Edmonton 24 half) 
Ploetz Bros & Sis 
Brown & Lavelle 
Walter Walters Co 
Johnny Barry Co 
International Co 
SPOKANE, WASH. 

Pantages 


Story & Lee 
Lewis & Stovall 
Joy Bros & Gloom 
Willie Mauss 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (18) 
Laing Bros 
Bert Byton 
Huston Ray 
Russell & Armstr'g 
Fan Faire 
VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Pantages (18) 
4 Eastons 
Dolorez Lopez 
Diton-Hoier Co 
Hendrix & Baldwin 
TACOMA 
+» WASH. 
Pantages (18) 
Frank Viola Co 
Elbrown 


Pantages (18) 
Geiden Dream 
Elkins Fay & B® 
Twins 
Barron & Burt 
Robbins 3 
FRESNO, CAL, 
Pantages (18) 
Vie Honey 3 
Raymond Wilbert 
Alcaniz 
Coogan & Casey 
4 Waltons 
The Emilons 
LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (18) 
Oriental Oddities 
Shannon & C Bros 
Burns & Kane 
Golden Bird 
Brandeis C & M 
6 Speeders 
SAN. DIEGO, CAI 
Pantages (18) 
Willie Ritchie 
Fox & Rowland 
Jean Schwartz 
Moran & Mack 
Lottie Gee 
L’G BEACH, CA 
Pantages (18) 
Bert Sloan Co 
Edythe Bohlman 
Billy Champ Co 
Morse 
7 aR 
SAL’ KE CITY 
Pantages (18 
Seror Bros & S$ 
George Morten 
Trip to Holland 
Clifton & Brent 
Marym Bellett Co 
LOGAN, UTAH 
Pantages (18-19) 
(Same bill plays 
Ogden 20-21, 
Cheyenne 22-23) 
Cascting Campbells 
Gaffney & Walton 
Zermain F’rrar & @ 
Ward & Raymond 
4 Kemmys 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Pantages (18) 
Jimmy Rooney 3 
Reo & Rich 
Gleason & Brown's 
Ross & Costello 
Hazelle & Klatoff 
NSAS CITY 


Pantages (18) 
Gilded Cage 
Dan Coleman 
Melody Mamai 

elody Mansion 
MEM PHIS 


Pantages (18 
Jewall’s Manikins 
Haller & Lorraine 
Mack & Stanton 
6 Maxellos 











Butterfield 





ANN ARB’R, M’H. 
Michi 


gan 
ist half (17-20) 
Norman Thomas 6 
24 half (21-23) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Reed & LaVere’ 
B’TLE At MICH. 
0 


a 

ist half (17-20) 
Reed & LaVere 
Lamont 4 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Watth the Rhythm 
Hickey Bros 
Nathal 

FLINT, MICH, 

Capitel (17) 
H Timberg Unit 
K’'L’M’Z00, MICH. 
State 


Ist half (17-20) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Hickey Bros 
Watth the Rhythm 

2a: half (21-23) 
Foard & Glenna 
Lamont 4 
(One to fill) 


LANSING, MICH, 
Strand 


Ist half (17-20) 
Cherry Bl’s’m & J 
Ryan 8ie 
Crockett’s Mount 


OWOSSO, MICH. 
Capi 


2a half (21-23) 
Great Tampa 


PONTIAC, MICH, 
State 


ist half (17-20) 
Clarence Downey 
Pord & Glenn 
Sid Tewia Co 

2a half (21-23) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Ryan Sis 
Crockett’s Mount 


SAGINAW, MICH, 
Tem 


ple 

Ist half (17-20) 
Nathal 
Irene Vermillion Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-28) 
Cherry Bi's’'m & J 
(Two to fill) 











— + cS 














Stanley-Fabian 





ELIZABETH, N. J. 


Ritz 

Ist half (18-20) 
Ada Brown 
Nat Chick Haines 
Roxy La Rocca 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-24) 
Gordon & King 
Herb Williams 
(Three to fill) 


HOBOKEN, WN. J. 
New Fabian 
ist half (18-20) 
Yarmark 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (21-24) 
Frank M’Corm'k Co 
(Others to filly 
JERSEY CITY 
Central 
2d: half (21-24) 
Ada Brown 
(Others to fill) 
PASSAIC, N. J. 
Montauk 
let half (18-26) 





(Continued 


‘ 


Mim! Rollins 
Lebin Larry & A 
Bob Murphy 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-24) 
Dirkson & Cassidy 
Bison City 4 
Bob Murphy 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON, N. B& 
Regent 


24 half (21-24) 
Roxy La Rocca 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Lubin Larry & A 
Yarmark 
(One to fill) 
UNION CITY, N. dh 

Roosevelt 

ist nalf (18-20) 
Jimmie Shearer Co 
(Others to fill) 
fF 2a half (21-24) 
T& B Waiters 
Kane & Kllis 
(Three to fill) 
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Resin bead Dies 
a 


44 VARIETY 


VAUDE—BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, March 13, 1929 











COLUMBIA MAY 
G0 CELLULOID 


World Wide After It— 
Wired by April 1 





All that stood between Walter 
Reade closing a deal up to yester- 
day (Tuesday) with J. D. Williams, 
representing the World Wide Films 
Co., for Reade’s Columbia, N. Y., 
(burlesque), was a check. Reade 
said that Williams had made a sat- 
isfactory offer for the house and all 
that was missing was the initial 
payment. 

If World Wide takes the Colum- 
bia it will rename it and play its 
foreign film importations there. 
House is being wired with instal- 
lation to be ready April 1. ~ 

If the World Wide takes the sit 
Mutual shows must necessarily find 
another near Broadway theatre. 


Mutual Takes Jamaica 
Shubert From Subway 


Shubert theatre, Jamaica, L. L, 
will become a week stand burlesque 
house March 18 with Mutual wheel 
shows. At the same time the name 
of the theatre will be changed to 
Mutual. 

Shubert has been in financial 
straits since opening, finally land- 
ing in receivers’ hands. Policy up 
to now has been subway liegits 
booked through the Shubert office. 

In addition to traveling troupes, 
the Jamaica will have a run-way, 
house chorus and three permanent 
soubrets, 

Howard Berkhardt, formerly at 
the Strand, Washington, has been 
appointed manager, with Billy Hex- 
ter succeeding in Washington. 

Isabelle Van has been engaged as 
@ runway feature at the Jamaica 
house. 

Two other Mutual stands got 
under way Sunday, March 10, “Cud- 
dling Cuties,” opening the Victoria, 
Rochester, and “Broadway Scan- 
dals,” playing the Grand, Canton, 
O., each for full week. 


FLAMES DESTROY HOUSE 


Gaiety, Wilkes-Barre, Burns to 
Ground—Shows Out for Season 

















Wilkes-Barre, Pa., March 12. 

Gaiety theatre, playing Mutual 
burlesque, burned to the ground 
Sunday morning. “French Models” 
had moved out Saturday night and 
the show to be given this week had 
not arrived. 

Fire was of unknown origin. 
Commerford Amusement Company, 
lessees, claim a loss of $130,000. 
Theatre house will not be rebuilt 
and burlesque is to be discontinued 
for the balance of the season. 


Columbia’s Jazz Band 


Columbia, New York, will install 
a 12-piece jazz band in the pit, re- 
placing the present straight aggre- 
gation headed by Sam Futeran. 

Futeran goes to Mutual’s Jamaica 
‘(l. L) house, formerly the Shubert. 


BACK TO CANTON | 


Canton, March 12. 
Mutual burlesque shows have re- 
turned here, opening Monday at the 
Grand, former Columbia stand. 
Burlesque at the Lyceum failed 
repeatedly. ’ 











Tyrrell’s Agency 
Phil Tyrrell, in the Lyons and 
Lyons office, is returning to Chi- 
cago. He was formerly with the 
William Morris office there. Tyr- 
rell comes back to New York in a 
few weeks to start his own agency. 





Hill Street’s Disks 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Hill Street (RKO Junior) is in- 
stalling disc attachment to its 
Photophone installation. Only sound 
used so far was Pathe News, 





Night Club Act 
Larry and Bob Lee will head a 
contingent of night club girls re- 
‘ eruited from Guinans. 
Act is now in rehearsal. 





Courtley’s Revival 
William Courtley reviving his old 
act “Peaches.” Booked by the Yates 
office, 


STUDIO’S STOCK DANCERS 


Fox Signs 16 F. & M. Girls to 52 
Weeks’ Contracts 








Los Angeles, March 12. 

Fox has installed a stock chorus 
to be used in future musical film 
productions .and other _ pictures 
where ballets and specialty num- 
bers are required. Studio has signed 
15 local show girls, mostly gradu- 
ates from the Fanchon and Marco 
ranks, on a 52 weeks’ contract with 
Gwen Evans engaged on a similar 
contract to train the girls under 
the supervision of Fanchon. 

Girls engaged for this permanent 
lineup include Garline Addison, 
Raymonda Brown, Adele Cutler, 
Dorothy Dolley, Carlotte Hageler, 
Kathryne Hankin, Wilma Wray 


Henneser, Lucille Hodgman, Billy 
Kittridge, Paula Langlen, Miidred 
Laube, Peggy Malloy, Mariska 
Medgyesi, Bobbie Renee, Emily 


Renaud and Bernice Snell. ; 
>.) , 





ILL AND INJURED 


Owing to threatened nervous 
breakdown Gladys George, leading 
woman of the Metropolitan Players 
at the Playhouse, Salt Lake, is to 
retire from the stage for an indefi- 
nite period. 

Ruby Keeler (Mrs. Al Jolson) is 
confined to bed with what is diag- 
nosed as appendicitis. 

Dan A. Wilson, Ohio park pro- 
moter, recovering from recent ope- 
ration for goitre in Columbus, O., 
hospital. 

Diana Hunt, Ona Munson’s un- 
der study, is doing Betty Compton’s 
role in “Hold Everything.” Miss 
Compton has been out with a frozen 
appendix for several days. 

She will undergo an operation 
later, not caring to interrupt her 
run with the musical for the length 
of time an operation would involve. 
Nathan Goldberg, director of the 
Prospect, Bronx; Lucy Finkel, prima 
donna, and Philip Lassofsky, or- 
chestra director, were injured when 
the car driven by Goldberg plunged 
through the Willis avenue bridge 
over the Harlem River. Lassofsky 
to Lincoln hospital, other two to 
Mt. Sinai. 

Danny Collins, Keith agent, re- 
cuperating from appendicitis oper- 
ation at Flushing hospital, Flushing, 
L. I. 

Arnoid Johnson discharged from 
Roosevelt hospital this week follow- 
ing a tooth infection after abstrac- 
tion. 

Flora Parker is in a New York 
hospital recovering from an opera- 
tion on her arm. 

Alice Calhoun and Anita LeRoy, 
screen actresses, received minor 
injuries in auto accident on Coast. 


Selig Zoo, Hollywood, is in Santa 
Fe Hospital in a serious condition 
following attack by five lions. 

Eddie Harrison (Ray and Harri- 
son) broke an arm March 7 on the 
stage in Evansville, Ind. Act re- 
turned to New York. 

Georgie Price, at Loew's Valencia, 
left the bill, ill with influenza. 

Lillian Leitzel, the aerialist, who 
was dangerously ill with pieural 
pneumonia in Berlin, reported re- 
cuperating and on way back to New 
York, accompanied by her husband, 
Alfredo Cadona. 





INCORPORATIONS 


New York 


Radiotone Pictures Corporation, Man- 
hattan, moving and talking. pictures, 600 


Clarence Koontz, lion tamer of|L 


Chicago Woods’ Camp 
For Troupers Passes 





Chicago, March 12. 
Passing of “The Third Floor” in 
the Woods Building is regarded as 
the disappearance of an institu- 
tion. 
The floor was divided among 10 
agents and producers, with the of- 
fices surrounding a large center 
space where performers congregated. 
This space unofficially was a rest 
room and club headquarters for 
troupers. Handy for the acts, too, 
as they could make the rounds in 
short time and with few steps. 
Practically all of the boys now 
are moving to -he State-Lake build- 
ing, and will be split up on differ- 
ent floors. Included in the whole- 
sale trek are Charlie Crowl, Harry 
Spingold, Bill Jacobs, John Bills- 
bury, Guy Perkins, Tom Powell, 
Miles Ingalls, Frank Berger and 
Otto Shafter. 


DOWNEY’S THREE YEARS 


Signed With Pathe—Leaned to 
Paramount and Goes to Coast 











Morton Downey now holds a 
three-year contr..ct with Pathe for 
sound pictures. This followed 
Downey’s work in “Syncopation” 
(Radio). He is starred in the second 
Radio Pictures’ feature, “Mother's 
Boy” and has a third to do in the 
east, going thence to the coast for 
Paramount. Pathe is loaning Dow- 
ney to Par, for that purpose. 

Singer turned down Murray Stand, 
co-owner with Nicky Blair of the 
Casanova, at $1,200. Downey 
started at that nite club at $750 and 
left at $1,000 for a southern honey- 
moon with the former Barbara 
Bennett. 





JOHNNY WALKER’S SKIT 
Johnny Walker, picture star, will 
break in an act March 18 at Pough- 
keepsie. Playlet will have a sup- 
perting cast of four. 
Lawrence Griffin, author, 
also appear in it, 


Burlesque 


Weeks of March 11 and 18 


Bare Facts—Gayety, Buffalo; 18, Victoria, 
Rochester. 
Best Show In Town—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia; 18, Gayety, Baltimore. 
Ph eee O.; 18, Trocadero, Phila- 
elphia, 
Bag — % ae "weep oene Cleveland; 
, Gra ron. 

Canton; 18, 


roadway 
Grand, Akron. 
Burlesque Review—Grand, Hartford; 13, 


. O. 

Dainty Dolls—Gayety, Scranton; 18, 
Gaiety, Wilkes-Barre. 

Dimpled Darlings—Haymarket, Chicago; 
18, Empress, Chicago. 

Dixon's Big Revue—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 
18, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Flapper Follies—Empress, Cincinnati; 18, 
Gayety, Louisville. 


will 














French Models—11-138, L; Allentown; 
\4-16, Palace, Trenton; 18, pire, Newark. 
Frivolities—Lyric, Dayton; 18 Empress, 


Cincinnati. 
Ginger Girls—Lyceum, Columbus; 18, 
Lyric, Dayton. 
Girls From Happyland—Majestic, Albany; 
18, Colonial, Utica. 
Girls From. the Follies—Gayety, Kansas 
City; 18, Crystal, St. Joe. 
Girls In Blue—Hudson, Union City; 18, 
Irving Pl., N. ¥. C. 
Girls of the U. 8. A.—Temple, Syracuse; 
18-20, Seneca Falls; 21-23, Schenectady. 
Hello Paree—Galety, Wilkes-Barre; 18-20, 
Lyric, Allentown; 21-23, Palace, Trenton. 
High Flyers—Colonial, Utica; 18, Gayety, 


Montreal. 

Hindu Belles—Irving PL, N. Y¥. C.; 18, 
Empire, Providence. 

Jazztime Revue—Gayety, Louisville; 18, 
Mutual, Indianapolis. 





shares no par value; Michael Hoff 

Francis C. Reed, Roy G. MacPherson’ 
Filed by Hughes, Schurman & Dwight 
100 Broadway, New York. : 

Revel Hall Company, Inc., Manhattan, 
indoor amusements of all kinds, $10,000; 
Harry Tomback, Lawrence A. Wien, 
Fanne Sherman. Filed by Harry Tom- 
back, 1440 Broadway, New York. 

P. G. Productions, Ine., Manhattan, 
manage theatres, $10,000; 8S. Phillip 
Cohen, Sol Friedland, Samuel Katz. Filed 
y _ Phillip Cohen, 291 Broadway, New 

ork. 

Ravall Orchestra Corporation, Manhat- 
tan, engaging and supplying orchestras, 
music and other entertainment, 90 shares 
no par value; Charles M. Bellak, Rudy 
Vallee, Frederick Bellak. Filed by May 
& Jacobson, 9-16 Park place, New York. 

tories, Inc., Manhattan, 
deal in motion and talking pictures, 100 
shares no par value; Bernard Kommel, 
Tessie Schander, Nathan M. Hess. Filed 
by Arthur B. Levis, 41 East 42nd street, 


New York. 

Bernard Levy Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan, deal in theatricals of all kinds, 
500 shares no par value; Henry E. Diehl, 
Leslie A. White, Robert F. Mahoney. 
Filed by Eugene L. Xarey, 62 Broadway, 


New York. 

J. Alexander Leggett Company, Inc., 
Manhattan, advertisement in form of 
motion pictures and talking motion pic- 
tures, 1,000 shares common no par value; 
Alice Alexander, Edward Siegfried, B. 
Cheicker. Filed by Seligsberg & Lewis, 
43 Cedar street, New York. 

Engl Producis Corporation, Manhat- 
tan, pictures, 600 shares, no par; William 
Fox, Saul Rogers, Felix A. Jenkins. Filed 
by Saul Rogers, 55th street and 10th 
avenue, New York. 

The American Playwrights Theatre, 
Inc., Manhattan, movimg pictures, the- 
atricals, 150 shares no par value; Chester 
Erskin, William Jourdan Rapp, 





Kuddling Kuties—Victoria, Rochester; 15, 
Temple, Syracuse. 

Laffin® Thru—Academy, Pittsburgh; 18, 
Lyceum, Columbus. 
aie ee ee Akron; 18, Gayety, 

uflalo, 

Merry Whirl—Gayety, Boston; 18, State, 
Springfield. 

Mischief Makers—Cadillac, Detroit; 18, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Moonlight Maids—State, Springfield; 18, 
Grand, Hartford. 

Moulin Rouge—Howard, Boston; 18, Co- 
lumbia, N. Y. C. 

Naughty Nifties—Orpheum, Paterson; 18, 
Hudson, Union City. 

Nite Club Girls—Bmpire, Toledo; 18, Co- 
lumbia, Cleveland. 

Nite Life In Parie—H. & &. Apollo, N. Y. 
C.; 18, Mutual, Jamaica. 

Parisian Flappers—Gayety, Milwaukee; 
18, Haymarket, Chi . 

Puss Puss—Gayety, ; 18, Strand, 
Washington. 


port. 

Record Breakers—Empressa, Chicago; 18, 
Cadillac, Detroit. 

Red Hots—Globe, Bridgeport; 18, H. & 8. 
Apollo, N. Y¥. C. 

Round the Town—Gayety, Montreal; 18, 
Howard, Boston. 

Social Maids—11-18, Wedgeway; 14-16, 
Schenectady; 18, Majestic, Albany. 

Speed Girls—Strand, 18, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 


pheum, Paterson. 

Step Along—Crystal, St. Joe; 12, Gayety, 
Milwaukee. 

Step Lively Girls—Empire, Providence; 
18, Gayety, Boston. 

Step On It—Empire, Newark; 18, Star, 
Brooklyn, 

* Stolen Swee &. Louis; 
Gayety, Kansas City. 

Babies—Gayety, Brooklyn; 18, 

Gaiety, Scranton. 





C.D. 
Morris. Filed by Saul Levy, 475 Fifth 
avenue, New York, 


Sugar 
Wine, Woman & Song—Mutual, Indian- 
Louls, 


apolis; 18, Garrick, St. 


Radium Queens—L. O.; 18, Globe, Bridge- 


Sporty Widows—Star, Brooklyn; 18, Or- 


18, 


= 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub. 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chi 





for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


cago, 





NEW YORK 


Lowell Sherman has divorced 
Pauline Garon. He charges deser- 
tion, alleging his wife left him eight 


months ago at the request of her 
parents. 








“Street Scene” will be the theme 
of the next work of Deems Taylor 
contracted for by the Met. Opera Co. 





Amelia Bingham left a gross es- 
tate of $53,432 and a net estate of 
$41,042, the principal item being her 
home on Rverside Drive, valued at 
$39,633. Miss Bingham died Dec. 1, 
1927. Two sisters inherit the resi- 
due of the estate. 





Herbert Bayard Swope and a 
group of wealthy and influential as- 
sociates have taken over the entire 
capital stock of the National Radio 
Press Asso. Organization has asked 
for an allocation of short waves 
from the Federal Radio Commission 
to transmit news to broadcasting 
stations. 





Petition filed in Chancery Court, 
Paterson, N. J., by Courtland H. 
Young, wealthy publisher, for un- 
restricted custody of Rosabelle 
Corinne Young, 1l-year-old daugh- 
ter. Young obtained a divorce from 
his ex-“Follies” wife, Dorothy 
Campbell, in New Jersey some time 
ago. 





Mrs. Marie Maiorello, 29, opera 
singer of Cranford, N. J., was found 
dead March 7, lying near an open 
but unlighted gas heater. 





Lee Kohlmar instead of Sam Bar- 
nard 24 is supporting Louis Mann 
in the revival of “Friendly Ene- 
mies,” which opened a two weeks’ 
engagement in Philly on Monday. 





Fay Marbe, now under the man- 
agement of Richard Herndon, will 
open an engagement at the Bel- 
mont March 20 in a recital. 





Loew’s, Inc., and subsidiaries re- 
port for the 12 weeks ending Nov. 
18 a net profit of $2,102,033 after 
charges, but before subsidiary pre- 
ferred dividends. 





Verdict of murder in the first de- 
gree was returned by a jury in Gen- 
eral Sessions, March 7, against 
Frederick W. Edel, 39, for the slay- 
ing of Mrs. Emmeline O. Harring- 
ton, actress, in her apartment last 
December. First time in 15 months 
a first degree murder verdict had 
been returned in this county. 





Alma Clayburgh, opera singer, 
filed suit in the Supreme Court 
March 7 demanding that her hus- 
band be compelled to return to her 
$75,000 worth of jewelry and fur- 
nishings she says he took from their 
former home in Mt. Kisco. Pair 
separated in 1916. He is a cotton 
broker. 





Carl E. Milliken, general secretary 
of the M. P. P. & D. of A., has been 
appointed by the Council of the 
League of Nations as a member of 
the governing body of the Interna- 
tional Educational Cinematographic 
Institute. 





Louise Granville, 18, show girl, 
Brooklyn, drank iodine early in the 
morning of March 7 in Central Park. 
She tried to commit suicide because 
her mother did not approve of her 
fiance. She will recover. 





Eugene O'Neill, dramatist, will 
marry Carlotta Monterey, actress, 
as soon as his second wife, Mrs. 
Agnes Boulton O’Neill, from whom 
he has been separated for more 
than a year, obtains a divorce. Miss 
Monterey is from California. 


Two brothers and a sister of Isa- 
dora Duncan may file objections to 
the probate of her will. This was 
disclosed in Surrogate’s Court when 
they asked through attorneys that 
probate of the testament be delayed 
until April 19. 





Pictures showing how the police 
believe Soro Graziano and his wife 
were murdered by enr~sters near an 
Elmont, L. L., bungalow, will be used 
as part of the State’s attempt to 
convict four men of the crime. Film 
depicting the re-enacted killing was 
made last week with Anthony Cos- 
tigliola, one of the four, acting the 
stellar role. 





The case against A. H.. Woods 
brought by Cleves Kinhead, Louis- 
ville, Ky., lawyer ‘and author of 
“Common Clay,” for $3,700 as the 
plaintiffs share of money which he 
declared Woods received when he 
gave a firm of London producers an 
option on eight plays which included 
“Clay.” was dismissed March 11, 








Lendon. Variety takes no credit 
Louis Vorhaus, of House, Grossman 


& Vorhaus, represented Woods. 





John Wyeth, known as “Leo 
Lion Tamer” in Philadelphia, be 
pealed for protection against his 
wife, a diminutive woman, who gave 
him a black eye which he displayed 
in court. He said it was not the 
first one. 





Upon the application of Mrs, 
Frances (Peaches) Heenan Brown- 
ing, Justice McCook of the Supreme 
Court, March 8, ordered her hus- 
band, Edward W. Browning, to ap~ 
pear March 18 for examination. It’s 
in the suit Mrs. Browning hag 
brought against him to prevent the 
transferring -f anv real estate with- 
out preserving her dower rights. 





Morning Telegraph Building, S. EB. 
corner Eighth avenue and 50th 
Street, was sold Friday to a group 
of investors, understood to be repre- 
sented by the Kempner Realty Corp, 





Dept. of Commerce report, just 
issued, says there are more than 
20,000,000 radio sets in use. Nearly 
half of these are in the U. S. Great 
Britain and Germany have about 
2,500,000 each. 





Supreme Court Justice Townley 
last week denied the plea of Irene 
Fenwick Barrymore, wife of Lionel 
Barrymore, to set aside a judgment 
against her for $2,363,044, entered 
in New York in 1926 on which In- 
terest is claimed since 1917. 

When Miss Fenwick was the wife 
of Felix Isman they both signed a 
mortgage for $3,700,000, as part pay- 
ment on the Stewart Building, now 
occupied in part by the N. Y. Sun, 
Hilton Estate, holders of the mort- 
gage, started foreclosure proceed- 
ings. 

A special offfcer of the Brooklyn 
theatre, a married woman, a man 
charged with renting out revolvers 
and five other men were arrested by 
Brooklyn detectives as the gang 
which has been holding up theatre 
employees in Brooklyn and the 
Bronx. 





10S’ ANGELES 


Frederick Caldwell, motion pic- 
ture electrician, divorced from 
Emma Caldwell by Superior Judge 
Stutsman on desertion charges. 


Ronald Daly, vaude actor, sued 
R. W. McInney, manager of the 
Regent, for $50 damages, alleging 
the manager cancelled his act with- 
out notice. Municipal Judge G. F. 
—— continued case until March 











Mrs. Rena Borzage, wife of film 
director, Frank Borzage, sued in 
Superior Court by S. C. Matlock, 
student, for false arrest. Matlock 
asks $95,445 damages, asserting that 
Mrs. Borzage and her mother, Mrs. 
Helen Rogers, caused his arrest on 
false charge ang that the publicity 
forced him to leave school. 





With granting of final decree of 
divorce to Mrs. Bryant Washburn, 
who sued her husband and obtained 
a preliminary decree last summer, 
announcement is made that Wash- 
burn will marry Dahlia Pears, 
screen extra. 





Olga Gray, actress, awarded $450 
by Municipal Judge Miller in suit 
against Sidney Sprague, repertory 
manager in whose company she 
worked. Actress charged she was 
discharged without reason. 





With Alma Rubens, in the state 
narcotic hospital at Spadra, charges 
of disturbing the peace prefe 
against her by Mrs. Elizabeth Uhl 
were dismissed in municipal court. 





Lya de Putti has been sued for 
$16,000 by Ralph Dietsch for alleged 
injuries received when his car was 
hit by hers last November. He al- 
leges his nose has been permanently 
deformed. 





Will of late Frank Keenan, filed 
for probate, leaves bulk of estate to 
widow, Mrs. Keenan. 
daughters by a former marriag® 
Mrs. Ed Wynn and Hilda Sloan, re- 
ceive $100 each. Value of estate not 
given. 


Lowell Sherman divorced from 
Pauline Garon by Superior Judge 
Fleming. Grounds, desertion. Couple 
married three years. No children. 








Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union petitioned city council for 
ordinance placing all theatres um 
der jurisdiction of city police com 
mission, with the commission act- 
ing as censors. 





Mrs. Blanche Schutt, screen — 
ress, divorced from Emory Schv 
by Superior Judge Fletcher Bowron" 





on grounds of non-support. 
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Wednesday, March. 13, 1929 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








Square Agrees Jones Law Will 


Help Gravy Boys By Penalty: 
Increasing Caution All Around 








Jones bill, the last federal statute 
Calvin Coolidge signed, has 
‘gnd hasn't the likker boys annoyed. 
There is a difference of opinion as 
to its ultimate effect, but all agree 
i won't stop bootlegging. 
Times Square reaction 
4s that it will accomplish only one 
It will make it tougher 
and more expensive to get it good 
and give the “we boys” a new angle 
vy. 
rhe te other hand, some bar- 
already have resigned, fig- 
uring that soda jerking and cater-~- 
ing to drug store cowboys is 
fer. The Jones law makes any 
prohibition violation punishable by 
a stiff fine and a prison term, not 
just one or the other, but both, 
with emphasis on the jail sentence. 
Retiring 
There are at least seven known 
eases of saloon keepers or speak- 
easy proprietors turning their bust!- 
nesses over to employees as the di- 
rect result of the Jones law. This 
peted an altruistic gesture by 


-@ne Christopher street barkeep, 
' who decided that he had enough to 


_ ghow for his decade of activity as 


@ post-Volsteadian opportunist. 
This is a former truck-driver who 


went into the bootlegging racket 


almost from the very start and in 


10 years has $750,000 net to show 
' for it. 


Hence, rather than be further an- 
noyed and risk prison incarceration 
or a stiff fine—it runs up to five 
years and $10,000—he figured that 
his staff were pretty oke with him 
throughout and has transferred his 
business. 

Another oasis up on 73d, one on 
Charles street, another in Brooklyn 
among the rest have changed tech- 
nical ownership through the owners 
bowing out. In no known case has 
@ speak closed. That their philan- 
thropy was hastened by a fear of 
a stringent legislation is obvious. 
That’s one phase of it. 

A further angle is that the average 


_ Speak with its psuedo-membership 


club charter isn’t at all worried. 

erating behind a locked door 
with a peek-hole, they are extreme- 
ly cautious about selling and will 


accommodate nobody of whom 
there is any doubt. That goes for 
~the brownstone eateries, which 


State they will be doubly cautious 
for the same reason. 

The Jones law calls for a jury 
trial under all circumstances. 
Whether any jury will convict in 
& case like this has yet to be legally 
tested. U. S. Attorney Tuttle in 
New York plans for an early test 
ease. 

—_ . 
Minneapolis, March 12, 

Awed by the newly enacted Jones 
law many local small liquor dealers 
have discontinued operations. Prices 
of illicit hootch have risen 300 per 
cent. 

One well-known Minneapolis 
bootlegger, fearful of the law, has 
> a string of more than 30 
clubs.” The risk of incurring the 
drastic penalty is too great, he de- 
Cclares, 


Many places which had been run- 
ning “fairly wide open” have quit 
cold. The owner of one popular loop 
establishment, catering to the elite 


- trade, finds himself unable to ob- 


tain help to run the place. ; 
iow the cheaper places moonshine 

uor prices have climbed from $1 
whist. high as $3 a pint. Straight 
1 y drinks in blind pigs now are 
H cents each, in place of 50 cents. 

ighballs, formerly 75 cents, cost 


Kicks Dog, Jaw Broken 
A quarrel over dogs led to the 
cords John Wirsum, 41, formerly 
lps eweight pugilist, on a charge 
as. Onious assault, He was held in 
<4 bail for further examination. 
em was in Morningside park 
his police dog when Rhenbold 
— came along with a_ small 
A ey dog. The.peke snapped at 
eae ae dog and the latter snapped 
oon a t this point Hagan is alleged 
‘ave kicked the bigger dog in the 
Stomach. . 

Wirsum Struck Hagan a blow on 
te jaw, which precipitated him to 
~-. Luke’s Hospital with a fracture. 


¥ 


WAITING FOR TROLLEY? 


Walter O’Connor “Explains” Being 
on Fire Escape 








Found prowling on the fire escape 
of the Hotel America at 11:30 p. m., 
Walter O’Connor, 30, of Bayonne, 
N. J., was arrested on a charge of 
unlawful entry. Later the charge 
was changed to disorderly and he 
was fined $10 by Magistrate Mc- 
Andrews in West Side Court. 

Guests in the hotel saw O’Con- 
nor climbing from one floor to an- 


other and notified John H. Mc- 
Carthy, manager. McCarthy sum- 
moned Policeman Kenna, Traffic B, 
and after a search they found 
O’Connor on the roof of the hotel. 

Through an attorney O’Connor 
offered an explanation after his 
plea of guilty to the disorderly 
conduct charge and the magistrate 
imposed the $10 fine, which was 
paid. 


Joe Carson Denies 
“Promoting” Realtor 


joe Carson, booking agent, ap- 
peared in West Side Court to an- 
swer charges filed by Edward Fitz- 
gerald, a realtor, who alleges he 
gave Carson $1,200 to put into a 
revue. 

The revue played Fox’s Star 
where it died a natural death, Fitz- 
gerald claims that Carson never in- 
vested the money in the act, He 
said Carson was to buy new 
scenery, new costumes and a lot of 
other stuff to resuscitate the revue. 

Instead, Fitzgerald alleges, Car- 
son dug up and used a lot of old 
scenery, costumes and other ap- 
purtenances of an old revue. 

Carson denied the charge. He 
said he suffered a loss as well as 
Fitzgerald. 

Magistrate Brodsky explained to 
Fitzgerald that the case was a civil 
one and he was compelled to dis- 
miss the action. 


Jail Finn Begging and 
Doing a Lon Chaney 


David Oudenen, a6 foot Finn, who 
says he has no home, but who has 
been parking himself in the the- 
atrical district to collect almg, was 
arraigned in West Side Court be- 
fore Magistrate Louis Brodsky on 
the charge of disorderly conduct. 
The Finn was found guilty. He 
had quite a criminal record, The 
Court sent him to Welfare Island 
for six months at hard labor. 

Oudenen was arrested by detec- 
tive “Bill” Kirk of the Mendicant 
Squad. Kirk stated that many 
complaints had been made by 
showgoers who told of a giant Finn 
“flopping” near showhouses and 
soliciting alms. The Finn would 
“collfpse and hide his python-like 
legs beneath him. Those who didn’t 
know him believed him to be leg- 
less. 

Kirk was on the lookout for 
Oudenen having his description. He 
spotted him at Broadway and 47th 
street. He passed him as the Finn 
was walking. Kirk turned about 
to look for the Finn and he was 
nowhere to be found. A search re- 
vealed that he had “Collapsed” and 
was doing business. His cap was 
out and almost a half a dollar had 
been dropped into it in less than 
two minutes. 











Still After Steerers 


Inspector Joseph Loonam, com- 
mander of the Third Inspection Dis- 
trict that covers the “Big Stem” is 
hot after the theatre ticket steerer. 
He has directed his men to round up 
as many as possible. 

Detectives Robert 
Tom Downs arrested six steerers, 
They pleaded not guilty in West 
Side Court and were fined $2 each 
by Magistrate Brodky. 

They gave their names as John 
O’Brien, Harry Rush, Alfred Jacob- 
kKson, Joseph Coleman, William 


Murray and 





Brady, and Harry Roth. 
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That Big “Hello” 





Two night club girls, one of 
them new in the _ business, 
were walking home around 
five a.m. The experienced girl 
greeted each cop they passed 
with a big “Hello.” Finally 
the other gal asked, “What's 
the idea of talking to all the 
gendarms?” 

“Got to be nice to ‘em all,” 
replied the second, “never can 
tell which one of ’em owns part 
of the club you’re workin’ in.” 
Uniforms are now getting 
double “Hellos.” 


WHALEN MODIFIES 
B’WAY TRAFFIC PLAN 


Traffic rules as fmposed on Times 
Square were partially modified last 
week by Commissioner Whalen 
after a conference with tradesmen. 
Orders to permit left and right 
hand turns up to eight o’clock 
each evening (no special rules Sun- 
days) and postponement of no- 
parking restriction until 7:46 night- 
ly were issued by Whalen. 

Hotel and restaurant proprietors 
commented on the benefit of the 
changed rules, One popular cafe 
owner stated the changed order 
means more than $300 in nightly 
receipts, the new rules being par- 
ticularly helpful in rainy weather. 

Business people in the theatrical 
zone still say, however, that the 
traffic rules are in need of further 
modifications Why the rules are ef- 
fective after theatre time is not un- 
derstood and people are still be- 
ing chased out of the district. A 
centralized system of traffic light 
control was started this week, too, 
traffic up to 125th street being un- 
der one button control. 

Showmen have no comment to 
make on the new traffic rules. For 
a time business was better but it 
made no difference when Broad- 
way slumped after Washington’s 
Birthday. 














PARAMOUNT ROBBED 


Painting Vanishes From Lobby; 
Police Skeptical 








Detectives Harty and Meehan, 
West 47th street station, have start- 
ed a search for the thief who seve- 
ral days ago entered the Paramount 
theatre and stole a painting from 
Peacock Alley. Police estimate the 
value of the painting at $300, while 
the theatre people say it is worth 
$4,000, 

The painting, which bears a sign 
reading, “Presentation to Louis XIV 
of Spanish Ambassador” by Cardi- 
nal Richelieu,” was hanging on the 
wall in the foyer when wrapped up 
by the thief, 

Where the picture came from or 
how the theatre acquired it could 
not be ascertained. 


Friars Ladies’ Nite 
For Florida Films 


On the evening of St. Patrick’s 
day (Sunday, March 17) two the- 
atrical social events will divide at- 
tention. At the Friars’ Club, ladies 
being admitted into the monastery 
for the second time in ten years, 
the guest of honor at a dinner will 
be Friar Fred Block, who con- 
ducted the Friars’ special train to 
Miami. 

A feature of the Block dinner 
will be the showing of motion pic- 
tures of the “Frolicking Friars in 
Florida.” The shots were taken on 
board the train and off and pic- 
tures are said to hold many laughs. 
Reservations ‘indicate complete ca- 
pacity of the Great Hall. 

At the Hudson a benefit perform- 





ance will be given by the Treas- 
urers’ Club of America. It will be 
the organization’s 40th annual 


event of the kind, proceeds to be 
devoted to the death and sick fund. 
An all-star show is promised. 


Roxy Picket Fined $25 


liarry Derner, 30, a window clean- 
er, was fined $25 when he was ar- 
raigned before Magistrate Gotlieb 





lin West Side Court on a disorderly 


conduct charge. 

Derner was arrested by Police- 
man Ryan, West 47th street station, 
as he was parading in front of the 
Roxy theatre with a sign on his 
back announcifg that the window 
cleaners employed in the building 
were non-union men, 











WAITER GETS CHAIR 


Circumstantial Evidence Only in 
Stock Actress’ Murder 








A jury before Judges Charles C. 
Nott in General Sessions convicted 
Fred W. Edel, 38, waiter, of murder 
in the first degree for causing the 
death of Mrs. Emeline O. Harring- 
ton, stock actress, whose body was 
found badly battered in her apart- 
ment in December, 1927. 

Jury’s verdict was based entirely 
on circumstantial evidence, the 
prosecution being unable to produce 
an eyewitness or any direct testi- 
mony showing that Edel was in or 
near the woman’s apartment at the 
time of the murder. The body was 
discovered three days after the 
crime was committed. The district 
attorney, however, produced two 
chorus girls from Springfield, Mass., 
who identified jewelry and other 
articles belonging to Mrs. Harring- 
ton as having been given to them 
by Edel on the day following the 
murder. 

Mrs. Harrington’s husband, Roy, 
a stock actor, also identified the 
dead woman’s jewelry. Edel will 
be sentenced on March 14 to die in 
the electric chair. 


16 Pawn Stubs in 
Wallet; Nab Student 


His yen to see Broadway shows 
and to join ®@ major league base- 
ball team resulted in the downfall 
of Lawrecne A. Smith, Jr., 19, said to 
be a graduate of Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity and endeavoring to get his 
A.B. degree at Columbia Univer- 
sity. He was arraigned in West 
Side Court before Magistrate Louis 
Brodsky on charge of grand larceny. 
Smith is lodged in West Side jail. 
Detectives Schnaible and Curry 
of the West 100th street station, 
who arrested Smith, stated that 
there would be at least a dozen 
complaints against Smith. Smith 
had in a wallet 16 pawntickets for 
articles alleged to have been stolen 
from a fraterniy house at Colum- 
bia. He aggregated, the sleuths 
said, about $300 on at least $2,000 
worth of miscellaneous jewelry, 
raccoon coats and _ typewriters 
stolen. 
A gold wrist watch owned by 
Donald Keller, a fellow student at 
Columbia, was located in a pawn- 
shop off the “Big Stem.” The 
watch bore Keller’s initial and 
Smith’s arrest followed. 
Smith stated his home was in 
Atlanta, Ga. When searched a 
bank book on the National City 
Bank drawn in his name called for 
deposits totaling $2,197.22. He re- 
fused to tell the detectives where he 
acquired the money to deposit, 
Smith came to Columbia last 
Sepember, he said. Immediately 
members of fraternities at Colum- 
bia began to lose valuables. Smith 
was never suspected. Recently he 
left Colunibia, he told fellow stu- 
dents, to go South to try to make a 
major league team. He returned 
soon after and announced he had 
failed. 
Many stubs of theatre tickets for 
Broadway shows priced $5.50 were 
found among his effects. The back 
of the stubs bore endearing nota- 
tions. One read, “I shall never for- 
get you, honey.” Similar notations 
were found on other stubs. 











MODEL’S ODD IDEA 


Cop Must 





Mary Calhoun Insists 
~Arrest Her 





Mary Calhoun, 22, a model, spent 
a night in a speakeasy and then 
decided that she should be arrested. 
She approached Policeman Mills 
of West 47th street station, told him 
of her yen and despite the cop’s 
efforts to persuade her differently 
she insisted he arrest her, After she 
had been in a cell a couple of hours 
she decided she had made a mis- 
take and wanted to get out. 

When she was arraigned before 
Magistrate Brodsky in West Side 
Court she said she had been drink- 
ing all night and was sorry for 
what had happened and swore never 
to ask to be arrested again. Sen- 
tence was suspended on her. 





Many Giggles at Jewish 
Theatrical Guild's Feed for Cantor 


vr 


Over 1,500 attended.the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild testimonial dinner 
to Eddie Cantor at the Hotel Com- 
modore Sunday night. A brilliant 
assemblage turned out to honor the 
Guild's first vice president. Wil- 
liam Collier was toastmaster, and 
two Mayors spoke in praise ef Ed- 
die. One was James Berg, Mayor 
of Mount Vernon, former location of 
the Cantor Home for Girls, and the 
other was James J. Walker, New 
York’s own “night mayor,” as Col- 
lier kidded. 

Other speakers were Bugs Baer, 
George Jessel and Loney Haskell, 
secretary of the Guild, and, of 
course, Cantor himself, who re- 
sponded with the cutest address of 
the evening in the form of a lyrie 
parody on his “Makin’ Whoopee” 
song from, the Ziegfeld musical is 
which he is starred. 

On the dais with the speakers 
were Judges Max S. Levine and 
August Dreyer, Police Commis- 
sioner Grover A. Whalen, Ralph 
Jonas of the Manufacturers’ Trust 
Co., Leon Errol, James J. Corbett, 
Otto H. Kahn; Rabbis Stephen S 
Wise, Nathan Krass, A. Burstein; 
Father Martin D. Fahey, Rev. Dr. 
Randolph Ray, Willie Morris Jr., 
William Fox, Paul Whiteman—and, 
ex officio, Variety’s wandering stew, 
Jack Pulaski. Jack figured White- 
man was lonesome in the absence 
of Paul Block, who was spotted 
next to Whiteman, but didn’t show 
up, so Stewlaski elected himself 
substitute. ’ 


Pathos by Jessel 


George Jessel topped the speak- 
ers for comedy. In a deeply touch- 
ing speech of personal affection for 
the guest of honor Jessel was in 
superb style, mixing the sentimeni 
with plenty of laughs, including a 
reference to Keith’s vaudeville— 
“you remember vaudeville!” It was 
a good inside laugh. Jessel’s past 
record for ability to turn a pat 
phrase was sustained, 

Mayor Walker was oratorical in 
his lengthy tribute to Eddie, stress- 
ing that it is a far cry from Market 
street to the tungstens of the New 
Amsterdam—not geographically or 
in mileage, but in achievement. Col- 
lier previously had admitted he lost 
a bet, having taken the position that 
Walker would show up next Sun- 
day. A fine tribute to William Mor- 
ris Sr., president. of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, was also paid by 
the Mayor, who expressed the wish 
that the veteran theatrical man 
were among those present tonight. 

Mr. Morris is convalescing nicely 
from an illness and listened in at 
his West End avenue home with 
his daughter, Ruth Morris (Vari- 
ety) pounding the typewriter dis- 
} .tching telegrams to guests at the 
dinner. William Morris Jr., in the 
absence of his father, turned the 
gavel over to Judge Dreyer, who in- 
troduced the toastmaster. 

Bugs Baer had a tough spot lead- 
ing off. He was his usual funny 
self, although he is in rarer form 
when following somebody else. A 
telegram from Will Rogers was read 
by Collier. A $1000 eheck from 
Will to Eddie for his boys’ camp 
fund, | 

Loney Haskell, the recording sec- 
retary, Zot statistical with financial 
data. The Mayor of Mount Vernon, 
with true Rotarian home pride, 
plugged his municipality. Buddy 
Doyle, Cantor’s understudy, staged 
a clown interruption with Collier, 
good for several laughs. 

Abe Lastfogel staged a show 
which Ben Bernie and Lou Holtz 
m. cd. The combined Bernie- 
Whiteman orchestras officiated for 
the dinner music, show and subse- 
quent dancing. 

Guild will net between $7,000 and 
$8,000 from the dinner. Gross re- 
ceipts for admissions at $10 a head 
was about $17,000, plus an addi- 
tional $1,250 from station WMCA. 
for the broadcasting rights. L J. 
Fox, the furrier, paid this fee as 
sponsor of the broadcast. 


Agency Embezzlement 


Joe Grainsky, of the Arrow Ticket 
Agency, 1539 Broadway, reported to 
West 47th street station that Sam- 
uel Marks, an employee, is missing 
with $300 of the agency’s funds. 

A few days after Marks blew a 
letter arrived at Grainsky’s office 
containing $1,890 in checks. Marks 
stated in his letter he was in Ho- 
boken and feared to come back as 





he had lost the cash. He is 22 years 
old. 


OE ae ee ee ee 


EY or at Te PETER He 


i 








~~ - 


ine. x es ee 


nS | te ai ientnatndhrameunstidaneremmnntinngmatctetmn petcmaatnaemmn imeem 








and G 


VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, March 13, 1999 








Chatter in 





New York 








Marion Saayres had throat lanced. 

Thelma Temple signed for new 
Brady show. 

Tommy Guinan's horn - rimmed 
glasses, 

Mary Dowling, of vaude, now 
working nights. 


New dance in Harlem called 


Freezin’ Milk. 


Anita Pam left musical show for 
Coast. 

Patricia Pursley now prima don- 
ning at the Chateau Madrid, 

Arnold and Dale are now danc- 
ing at the Park Central. 
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2 ZIEGFELD SENSATIONS 


GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN. GIRL 
EW AMSTERDAM Theatre, 8t. 
“The House Beautiful.” Mts. Wed. & Sat. 


EDDIE CANTOR 
in ZIEGFELD WHOOPEE 


TRIUMPH 
with ETHEL SHUTTA @ ALL STAR CAST 


PAUL AND HIS 


ENTIRE BAND 


ZIEGFELD fis. Tins. e "5a 


SHOW BOAT 


Norma Terris, Howard Marsh, Barbara New- 
berry, Sammy White, Helen Morgan, Edna 
May Oliver and CHARLES WINNINGER 

















Th., 45th St. W. of 


MUSIC BO Bway. Eves. 8:30 


a IRENE BORDONI 
& a) in “PARIS” 


A MUSICOMEDY 
Vv with Irving Aaronson’s 
7 





“THE COMMANDERS” 














oe 
WILL P | 
ROGERS 
DOROTHY | 
ST and Will is liable | 
» that to talk about 
aes ms anything and 
Smash anybody | 
GLOBE. 46th & B’way. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 











—THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS-— 


EUGENE 0O’NEILL’S 


DYNAMO 


CAPRICE 





GUILD Thea., W. 52d. Evs, 8:50 


Mts. Wed., Th., Sat., 2.40 





STRANGE INTERLUDE 


John Thea., 58th, E. of B’y 
Golden "Y* Only at 5:30 




















Thea., W. 48 St. Evs. 8:30 
VANDERBILT yes’ Wea. a sit. 2:30 


Another Vanderbilt Musical Comedy Smash! 


ADY FINGERS 


EDDIE BUZZELL & Lauise BROWN 


“Snappy plot, 
girls, catchy songs, riotous dancing, humor and 
throbbing romance.”’—N. Y. American. 





PLAYHOUSE fries Wea a ‘Sat, 2:20 


ELMER RICE’S New Play 


STREET SCENE 


Extra Mats, Thursdays, Mar. 14, 21, 28 
Mats. Every Day Easter Week, April 1-6 





MORRIS GEST 
By Arrangement with 
DAVID BELASCO Presents 


LENORE ULRIC 
in Mr. Belasco’s Masterpiece 
“MIMA” 
with SYDNEY BLACKMER 
Seats 4 Weeks in Advance 


44th St.. E. of *y. Eves. 
Belasco Thea. 30° Mats. Thur. & Sat., 2:30 


B’way & 6ist St 
Midnight Pictures 
Nightly 11.30 


First Time at Popular Prices 
WILLIAM HAINES 





striking stage pictures, dazzling 





jth AVE. & OS0th ST. 
Direction of 8. L. 


ROXY Rothafel (ROXY) 


Hear New York City Talk 
WILLIAM FOX Presents 


SPEAKEASY 


A Fox-Movietone Production with 
IOLA NR 


Y B. 
PAGE LANE WALTHALL 


Stupendous Anniversary Spectacle with 


ENTIRE ROXY ENSEMBLE 
5 T Talking Picture 


B’way & 47th Fannie BRICE in 


Doors open Daily H 99 
at i Oo M ¢€ “MY MAN 
Cc 


»* 1 A 
‘Mldntent Shdw 11:30° RR All-Sound Program 


Coa — _ 
fee nal 
— B’way & 
PALACE f3°'s = 
IRENE FRANKLIN 
BARTO & MANN 
MARY LAWLOR—BOBBY WATSON 
DOOLEY & MORTON 


RUDY VALLEE & ORCHESTRA 
and VAN & SCHENCK 


———- 
po HIPPODROME—— 


CONTINUOUS, 10:30 A. M. to 11 P. M. 
Prices Ex. Sat., Sun., Holidays 
Afts., Orch. 35¢; Nights, Orch. S0e - 
United’ States indian Reservation Band 
» — p--" Bob Hall; Others pa 
va t'?“THE BARKER 
with Milten Sills and 


Dorothy Mackaill 
See and Hear CLARK & McCULLOUGH 





SECOND AND LAST WEEK 
MARK Ist Time Popular 


Ss 
E Prices 
R A N E Warner Bros. Vitaphone 











' B'way « enews 


po—Sist ST. Bi: 


Thur. to Sat., Mar. 14 to (6 
Direct frem Palace 


DUNCAN SISTERS 


TALKING, SOUND AND EFFECTS in 


“THE JAZZ AGE” 


with DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 


=——RIVERSIDE Sen's =, 


Thur. to Sat., Mar. 14 to 16 
ERNIE GOLDEN AND ORCHESTRA 
SUNSH MMY 








INE SA 
of “Our Vw 1 Comedies 
EL BRENDEL & FLO BERT; Others 


Talking and Sound Effects in 
JAZZ AGE,” with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
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IT’S COLOSSAL 
SEE and HEAR 


ARNER BROS DOLORES 
OSTEL 
NOAH, 





Y 


Y) ty; 
Yj Yj 





Vr 4 
*ecetaalrersttitl! 2 


Winter Garden ®x75 


Twice Daily 2:45—8:45 
Extra 6 p.m. Show Sun. 


LEE 


¢ Talks — He Charms! 
He sine 4 in 
“SONNY BOY” 
Ww BROS: THEA. S2n4’se. 
Sun, & Hel’ Children's Saturday Ratines, V0 
&. m. Souvenirs: Autographed phote of Da 
Lee given to each seat holder. kit Seats $1.00. 


AL JOLSON 


tn “THE SINGING FOOL” 
Sam H Harris Theatre 
42° St. W. of Bway. 


FF PROCTORS 


MIasMe-SE Thur.-Sat., Mar. 14 to 16 
Talk, Sound and Effects 


SLOAN tite Jazz AGE” 














































THEA. 
ROY SEDLEY ASD MOB 
NEW EAST WILL OAKLAND 
In Person 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s LENTIN HIT 
“ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE 
Big Stage Show with DAVE SCHOOLER 
and Capitolians, Evelyn Wilson, Rome 
aut, olen Spurr, 16 Singing 


cadots, Conaucting, 





GRAND | oneus | -O Vi 
E808 NA do goldryieve Ivan 


Talk, Sound and Effects 
“THE JAZZ AGE” 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 








Bob Coleman has clipped his side- 
burns, believe it or not. 


Adelaide Ambrose, woman pub- 
isher, is back from Miami. 
Lilliam Ostrom, showgirl, and 
Ziegfeld have parted. Helen left 
before the finale of a performance. 
Billy Seeman is enlarging his pent 
in preparation for married life with 
Phyllis Haver. 


Harold Arlan, who changed his 
name from Arlick, now m. c. at the 
Paramount Grill. 


Suggested theme song for the 
Whalen traffic plan in Times 
Square: “I'll Get By.” 

Bert Lewis is now doing Eddie 
Nelson's assignment in “Pleasure 
Bound.” 


Dorothy Morrison, the Melia of 
“Hearts in Dixie,” is Sunshine Sam- 
my’s sister. 

A dame smoking little cigars 
(miniature stogies) is a freak sight 
at Sardi’s luncheoneries. ’ 

Snappy March winds whipped up 
business in the night clubs on the 
weekend, all playing to capacity. 
Dorothy Christy understudying 
Madeline Cameron, whose father 
died. 

Naryda and her boa-constrictor 
out of the Guinan club, doing Loew 
theatres. 

Alice Cabin, 
Will Oakand’s. 
out. 

Lillian Powell, formerly of the 
Cotton Club, tightening at Connie’s 
Inn. 

Minerva Wilson gave in notice to 
company manager to marry wealth, 
she says. 

Spring is here. A young damsel 
strolled along Broadway without 
stockings last Friday. 

Mattie Mack opened at Guinan’s. 
Youth formerly with Lopez band at 
Woodmansten. Does ai Harry 
Barris. 

Lew Brown is making some calls 
from Los Angeles and Hollywood 
to New York. The other day Lew 
called to have his shirts sent out, 
Chick Meehan, football coach, and 
Gene Austin, the singer, cantering 
from music house ‘to music house 
together. 

Lyres Club staged a farewell 
whoopee for Bob Le Page, -who will 
headquarter in Miami. Jimmy 
Fero and Steve Christie hosted. 
Unique sight in one club the other 
morning was four men at one table, 
all in dinner jackets, asleep and two 
snoring in perfect harmony. 
Betty Dybfest walked out on 
N. T. G. act, declining to appear 
in fig leaves handing apples to 
vaude patrons. 

Morris Gest holds Boston record 
for curtain speeches this season 
with 17-minute one at the opening 
of “Chauve Souris” at Majestic. 
Marvel and Alleen Dobbs com- 
pleted run of night club, Hanley 


dancer, opened at 
Three other girls 


Sisters opening at the Intime. 
Dobbs doing vaude. 
Olive McLay, whose mother, 


grandmother and great-grandmother 
often wait for her in the night clubs, 
has gone back with Guinan. 

Myrtle Cox, formerly of “Sunny,” 
has instituted suit against producers 
charging injuries suffered internally 
as a result of mishap back-stage. 

Davey Lee offered a grand to al- 
low his name to be affixed to Sonny 
Boy wearing apparel, which com- 
pany has made that brand for 18 
years. 

More foreign dames joining the 
tate-hour ensembles. One club 
within the last two weeks has hired 
a Syrian girl, a Japanese, a Russian 
and an Argentine. The Jap is 
Nonon Wilson. 

New Rendezvous floor show is 
unusually zippy and clean. Modest 
aggregation of girls are in long 
stockings and fulsome raiment. A! 
Seigal produced. 

The girls are wearing gardenias 
attached to the back of their bobbed 
heads, which gives the effect of long 
hair and livens the general appear- 
ance, 

Lou Stern, of Stanley-Fabian in 
Jersey, was feted at 20 the “some 
fun, uh kid?” at the Bull Pen last 
week. Stern becomes a bridegroom 
shortly. 

Henry Carrington, socked in one 
of the clubs in a battle which raged 
the other a. m., is still in the hos- 
pital with broken ribs and other in- 
juries. Sympathizers unable to lo- 
cate hospital. * “a 

One of the side street joint pro- 
prietors produced bank book indi- 
cating he made 40 G’s profit in the 
last year. Just got 30 days, but 
settled up with law and took 10 
of ’em., 

Paul Gregory, having tea on the 
Ziegfeld roof, was so engrossed in 
sipping he forgot that “Whoopee” 
was going on and an entire 
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scene at a recent performance. 
Plenty of confusion. 


Pe Peete ot Se ove spi 


+23." 


in Variety. 


in Variety of February 14, 1921. 


Stories by Jack Conway 


From 1920, onward, Jack Conway wrote a series of 
Mostly the stories dealt with baseball 
players and pugs. This series is reprinted weekly. 


stories appearing 


and prize figh 
Story below appeared 





CON’S BATTLING KID 
PUTS GOOD ONE OVER 


Slaps Kid Smack with Lame 
Right—Out 15 Minutes 


Sand Lake, Feb. 2. 





Dear Chick: 

Everything is high attic and no- 
body has been punched in the nose 
for the past 20 minutes, so I can 
squawk about nothing except my 
fighter is be- 

ginning to get 
a fat head, now 
that he has got 
the wrinkles 
out of the front 
of his vest 
from eatin five 
times a day. 
But he cer- 
tainly can bat- 
tle, and I ex- 
pect that soon- 
er or later you 
will hear all 
them New 
York boxin 
fans singing 
his praises, 
The only fight 
he lost since I grabbed him was 
those that I wrote you about bein 
gypped out of. Any time they stage 
anything on the up and up, you can 
bet your layout against a can of ‘i 
yung that he'll come down in front 
and cop. 

He knocked another one of them 
home-town champs kickin here 
Monday night and they was bettin 
three to one he wouldnt finish ace 
deuce. I had a gut who used to 
work with “Tomato” boxin and rub- 
bin him, run out on me when we 
was playing Troy. This bird had 


Miami Beach - 


Miami, March 12. 

Club Deauville locks up for the 
season tomorrow (Wedne~tay). 
George Olsen’s orchestra and Car- 
olyn Nolte move to Club Richmond 
opening March 25. 

Lou Schwartz, of the latter lo- 
cation, is Olsen’s house guest as is 
Lou Davis, the millionaire butcher- 
song writer. 





CON 











As usual practically all of the 
boys earning big money will wind 
up their Florida season behind the 
eight ball. 

Wheel horses, dogs, dice and slot 
machines bring out the sporting 
blood and empty the pockets. Joe 
Frisco even lost his stutter. 





The town is itself once more with 
all of the gambling places recently 
raided having had their wheels and 
apparatus returned to them. Pro 
gamblers never play the wheels un- 
less invited directly by ftiendly 
croupiers. That’s the office that the 
spinning bowl is on the up and up. 





Jimmy Thompson, back in Miami 
after a week in New York, denies 
owning a piece of Patio Lamaza, 
class Palm Beach eatery. Thomp- 
son is simply backing Dick®Green 
and George Lamaze. 





Anatole Friedland’s revue’s pack- 
ing them at Floridian Grill. Eight 
chorines in the line and getting 
more side money than they ever 
have seen before. 

Friedland gets 
troupe. 


$4,500 for his 





Demaris Dore, night club enter- 
tainer said to have been a witness 
to the murder last week of Thomas 
“Fatty” Walsh, came down here 
about two weeks ago to work at the 
Roman Pools Casino. According to 
George Walsh, m. c. there, she ap- 
peared at only one performance, 
dropping from sight without both- 
ering to notify the club. 

She formerly appeared at the 
Frivolity Club, New York, anc other 
spots sponsored by Nils Granlund. 


hopped up here and tipped off 
local socker named “Kid” Senna 
that “Tomato” could only punch 
with one hand, the right, and 
steamed Smack up to challenge him 
when our act hit this tank. 

The night before the fight “To. 
mato” runs into this bird in one of 
them “speak easier” and goes 
through all the motions of gettin 
tanked up. He was just Stallin, 
however, and he tips this egg that 
he would like to call off the fight 
as his right hand was so sore he 
could hardly put a glove on. This 
is sweet music to my former mas- 
sager, and he right away tells “To« 
mato” not to be a sucker and res 
minds him that he will lose his ap- 
pearance forfeit if he dont answer 
the bell, 

“Tomato” cracks to me about 
what happened, and I sent a couple 
of actors around Smack’'s camp, 
where the word had been passed, 
and they was willin’ to bet the town 
pump on the strength of the inside 
tip they got on “Tomato’s” lame 
duke. 

Monday night when we got in the 
ring I stalled and asked the referee 
if we couldn’t have a séven-ounce 
right glove, as my battler’s hand 
was inflamed and swollen. The 
guesser was homer, and told us we 
would wear five-ounce gloves or 
forfeit the fight. 

Over in Smack’s corner they ate 
it up and hollered for us to put on 
the gloves and stop beefin’, for 
Smack would take all the pain out 
of “Tomato’s” hand by rockin’ him 
to sleep right quick. 

While I’m puttin’ on the gloves 
“Tomato” goes through all the mo- 
tions of a guy havin’ a tooth pulled, 
Pretty soon the bell rang, and out 
went my battler, usin’ his left hand 
most of the time, jabbin’ this sap 
away and blockin’ with his right 
and groanin’ every time he had to 
use it. 

Things went along like this for 
three rounds, and “Tomato” didn’t 
uses his right blackjack at all 
Smack began to kid him in the 
clinches, askin’ him why didn’t ne 
take a dive now and then and not 
keep the crowd up later than neces- 
sary. 

Finally it began to get on my 
nerves, and as “Tomato” looked over 
at me for instructions, I nodded; and 
he said to Smack: “All right, old 
timer, I’ve been thinkin’ about what 
you said and there’s a lot of truth 
in it. I don’t think these guys 
should be kept up any longer.” He 
then steps back a little and shoots 
over that right hand on to Smack’s 
law, and Gordon or none of, the 
Dooleys could have done a prettier 
back flip than the pride of Sand 
Lake. He was out cold and didn't 
know nothin’ for about 15 minutes, 
when they managed to bring him to 

I won a couplea grand on the bat- 
tle and “Tomato” grabbed a chunk, 
for he had bet considerable. He is 
all dolled up like Harry Bestry since 
the affair, and you have to ask per- 
mission to say hello to him. 

However, if he keeps goalin’ them 
I should worry, for I have him tied 
up to a Shubert contract, and let 
him tryjand get away for the next 
five years. 

A guy with a armful of ear muf- 
flers up here could get himself ® 
hale of scratch, for it sure is cold. 

Yours in sport. Con. 


Pyle Asked to Remit 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

“Cash and Carry Pyle” came back 
here to promote another Bunion 
Derby, but found the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce were not greatly 
interested, but two of his creditors 
were. 

They filed suit in Municipal 
court. One of them, Richard Lang, 
hired as advance agent for $50 & 
week on last Derby, wants $775.50 
for services. James E. Sheehan 
asked $246.20 on a note, and while 
Pyle was receiving these papers he 
was also advised that a suit would 
come to trial next week brought in 
behalf of L. W. Green, to whom 
“Cash and Carry” had given a note 
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Where the Broadwayfarers Meet to Eat 
at No. 1588—Opposite the Strand 


Mrs. GERSON’S TEA ROOM 


Among Those Present Redularly- 

FRANK FAY 

MIKE PINGITORE 
HAL 


HARRY LENETSKA 
CHARLIE GAYLORD 
L LEWIS MOSELEY 
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Bway Mob’s One-Way Pockets: 





Auctions Need the Week-Enders 





a v 


all the numerous auction rooms 
glong Broadway can't find many 
eustomers during -the week when 
pard-boiled main stemmers are 
’ . Only over the weekend, 
q@hen chumps from other parts of 
the city are strolling the streets, 
can any money be made or any 
business done. 

It's a tough sight to see the 
auctioneers struggle with the week 
day crowds and fail to sell them 

. The auctioneers burn up; 


‘ry to bully the crowd and abuse 


but even that can’t be done. 


‘Most of the crowd seem to have 
‘come in to get out of the cold and 


the auction rooms appear to be used 
as a better substitute for a park 
bench. The week day gang can’t 
even be given anything. 

- “Pere,” says the auctioneer, “is 
gomething for the home wrapped up 
in this parcel. Anyone can have it 
for nothing or give me ten cents if 
they want to.” Nobody wants it or 
wants to give ten cents. 

“T never knew ten cents meant so 
much until I came to Times Square, 
which is supposed to flow with mil- 
Wionaires,” says the auctioneer. 

* “Genuine” amber beads won’t sell 
at a dollar; standardized wrist 


‘watches, fountain pens or razors 


won't fetch a tenth of their quoted 
“Alright,” shrieks the auc- 
tioneer in anguish, “I'll take my 
two cents commission on that sale. 
What I want to know is why you 
fellows come in here anyway.” 

“If there is any object in this 
foom you want to bid on say so.” 
Evidently nobody sees anything 


and nobody says anything. 





Chatter in Chi 


INACCURATE BIOGRAPHIES 
Benny Meroff 
Benny Meroff 





(nee Benjamin 


‘€rankwhistle) is master of cere- 
“monies for Marks Bros. 


One week 
he’s at the Granada and next at tlie 
Marbro, with the same wife for 
both houses. 

Ben stands 10 feet 2 on a pair of 


- six-foot stilts, and runs a dancing 


@chool on the side. Quite a leap 


‘ from his earlier days, when he went 
to work on a bicycle and was lucky 


to have work to ride to on a bicycle. 


* Now he has an aluminum Stutz, and 


rides around the Loop with the top 


' @€own so he can air his raccoon coat. 


About those earlier days. Kicked 
out’ of fifth grade for ¢alling the 
teacher a schmozzer, Meroff went to 


' Grover Whalen, then a pants modei 


in Macy’s, and got a letter of in- 
troduction to Hylan. The mayor 
gave him Sixth avenue, from 42nd 
to 45th street. It was no easy job 
in those days, as the town was full 
of horses with no more manners 
than Sir J. Ginsburg. 

Tiring of sweeping and shoveling, 
Benny went into vaudeville. It’s 
fronic that his first appearance was 


in the deuce spot, following Ginz- 


berg’s Horses. Booked to follow 
Power’s Elephants on the last half, 
Meroft hastily got into a full stage 
act so he’d follow nothing but 
comedians, 

The act was Brown Derby Band. 
Benny danced, played and talked, 
killing them in South Bend and 
merely annoying them in Oskaloosa. 
— Bros. happened to see him. 

ured he’d be good to divert at- 
tention at the Granada while they 
booked a few inexpensive pictures. 

Significant is the fact that later 
the Marks’ started a lawsuit for 
better pictures. 





Chi’s Air Column 

“Aerial Bootlegger” series of 
stories by James Fort Forsyth, of 
the Chicago Journal, were bought 
by New York, Los Angeles and De- 
troit papers. As a result Forsyth 
is in charge of this city’s first news- 
Paper air column — “Props and 
Hops” in the Journal. 





Rainbo Garden, Chi, as 
Fight Arena in Fall? 
Chicago, March 12. 
Negotiations are under way to 
convert Rainbo Gardens, Fred 


Mann’s padlocked cafe, into a fight 
arena when the liquor lock is taken 


, Off next fall, 


ith a couple of walls knocked 
lace could hold 14,000 
SVs*v s+ w<vwse ore 


Youth Suddenly Loses 
Memory in Times Sq. 


Policeman Frank Houghton, West 
47th street station, was standing in 
front of the Astor Hotel when a 
well dressed youth approached him 
and, with tears streaming down his 
cheeks, told him that he had for- 
gotten his name and address and 
couldn’t seem to place where he 
was, . 

The cop took him to West 47th 
street station and then summoned 
an ambulance from Flower Hospi- 
tal. The doctor examined the youth 
at great length and gave him a 
physical examination bui was un- 
able to restore his memory. 

He said he was riding on a gub- 
way:.train when he suddenly felt 
something snap in his head and 
from that moment on he could not 
remember anything about himself 
or his relatives or friends. He was 
taken to the hogpital. He is about 
5 feet. 6, weighs 140 pounds, wore 
a& gray overcoat, dark trousers, a 
gray cap and a black sweater. His 
general appearance indicated that 
he was an athlete of some kind. 





ARMORY’S SOUND FILMS 


Verschleisers Wiring Arena Which 
Will Have Year-Round: Schedule 








Among the transformations of the 
old Armory at 66th and Broadway 
into a public place of amusement 
the new owners, Max Verschigiser 
and sons, Irving and Dave, plan 
installation of sound film equip- 
ment. Verschleiser boys are going 
to make a complete exposition and 
sporting arena of the Armory. 

Max Verschleiser is a wealthy 
realty operator and he has empow- 
ered the sons with authority to 
make the Armory a competitor to 
Madison Square Garden. 

Armory will be renamed when 
remodeling is completed. 

A year-round program is to be 
arranged, with sports, shows and 
screen entertainment included in 
the schedule of events. Opening is 
anticipated in early September. 


Fore 








At Atlantic Pines 


Year round play is promised 
when the Atlantic Pines develop- 
ment goes into action. Project is 
close to Atlantic City on Black 
Horse Pike. 

Property has a fine stand of old 
pine and proposes to cut fairways 
through solid pine forest, depending 
on the sturdy trees to control drift. 
ing snow- and also to act as wind- 
break, 





Pick Your Balloon 


Joe Sparling, who has an indoor 
chip-and-put course at 52d street 
and Broadway, has a new racket. 
Practice net is festooned with toy 
balloons not more than a foot apart, 
each balloon being blown up to a 
foot in diameter. Looks like you 
couldn’t miss. If you break two bags 
in three shots at two bits, you get 
$2 in trade. 

Trick is that you have to hit the 
balloons smack in the middle. Hit 
off the center they just jump aside. 
One broken balloon in 10 shots is 
better than average. Experience 
teaches that it is better to pick 
your balloon and aim. Hitting wild 
for general results won’t do. 





Schram’s Annual Drive 

Peter C. Schram, owner of four 
Michigan picture houses, is on the 
court cultivating his drive on sev- 
eral southern California golf 
courses. 

Schram is a visitor here the first 
three months of each year, and sel- 
dom fails to get in at least 18 a day. 





Queensboro Golf Club at Bayside, 
which last year operated as a semi- 
public course, is set to open March 
15 after a brief closing. It has been 
in play with winter greens. 





A lot of show people who didn’t 
go south got winter golf without 
interruption at the Asbury Park 
club, which has played regular 
greens throughout the year. 


P. B. to N. ¥. 








Customérs” 


Y* Gea” Sabet 





Mescall’s Reward z 





Los Angeles, March 13. 

John Mescall, cameraman 
for Pathe, after playing golf 
18 years made a hole in one 
at the Fox Hills golf club, of 
which he is a member, just 
prior to going on location for 
Pathe at Truckee, Three weeks 
later, when he returned, he 
found a collection of parcel 
post packages containing about 
every thing from pipes to 
razors, golf clubs to ginger 
ale (four cases), sweaters to 
magazines. 

Club secretary had sent out 
word of Mescall’s shot to the 
usual donors of prizes for 
making a hole in one. 


HOOVER CABINET 
ALL SPORTSMEN 


Not since the presidency of The- 
odore Roosevelt has a Chief Execu- 
tive gathered around him in his 
cabinet such all-around sportsmen 
as has President Hoover, members 
of whose official family are all ar- 


dent followers of various forms of 
sport. 

In the Coolidge cabinet the only 
recognized sportsman was Secre- 
tary Davis, donor of the “Davis 
Cup,” the present international lawn 
tennis trophy, which is now held 
by France. 

Hoover himself is a fisherman of 
parts and likes nothing better than 
to get into some old togs, a pair 














tnd a whippy rod. Ray Lyman Wil- 
bur and Arthur Hyde, heads of the 
Interior and Agricultural Depts. 
respectively, are both Waltonites, 
like their chief. 

Charles Francis Adams, Secre- 
tary of the Navy, is one of the fore- 
most yachtsmen in this country and 
comes from a yachting family. He 
was the owner of the yacht Reso- 
lute in the old days when Sir 
Thomas Lipton used to bring over 
Shamrocks to race. The head of 
the Navy its also a member of the 
New York, Corinthian and a num- 
ber of foreign yacht clubs. 
Another boating enthusiast is 
Postmaster General Brown, but he 
prefers speed to sailing, so confines 
himself to motorboats and the faster 
the better. He owns one that can 
do forty or fifty without turning a 
hair. 


Stimson’s Tennis 


Riding and tennis are the choice 
of Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of 
State. While in Manila, as Gov- 
ernor-General of the Philippines, he 
played tennis almost every day. Be- 
sides playing a fast game, he takes 
a great interest in the sport and is 
personally acquainted with many of 
the topnotchers: He is also a fine 
horseman, rides straight and is not 
averse to taking a four-foot fence, 
but bars the water jumps. 

Golf claims Attorney-General 
Mitchell, and now he is in Wash- 
ington he will have plenty of op- 
portunity to follow his -favorite 
pastime, with Chevy Chase and the 
other fast and sporty sourses 
around the Capital. The Attorney- 
General has another hobby, it is 
taking motion pictures of wild life 
in the great open spaces. 

The new Secretary of War, James 
A. Good, does not participate in any 
particular sport, his weakness is 
studying political economics, but it 
is said by those who know him, he 
turns to the sport page of his news- 
paper before reading the ed%torials. 


Maryland Needs Roads; 
Will Keep Gambling 








Baltimore, March 12. 
Maryland’s anti-gambling bills are 
apparently headed for the legislative 
wastebasket as a result of Governor 
Ritchie’s financial program for the 
next two years. The politicians, 
faced with the proposition of no 
gambling, no roads, are seemingly 
for the roads. The proposed bill, 
prohibiting any form of gambling, 
and using West's well known 
word book as «n authority as to 
what constitutes gambling, wovld 
deprive the state treasury of $70¢,- 
000 per annum, and the governor's 
budget can’t stand the loss of rev- 
enue. 

It looks as ff the pari-mutuels 
will be open for business when the 
ponies start prancing, thie spmng, at 


of hip boots, a fast running stream |’ 
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~ BROADWAY GUIDE 


(Changes Weekly) 





For show people, as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requesta 
it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 

PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely tleted and 
sommented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 
Yerk and Comment.” 

In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount ef 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary informatie@ 
ae to the most successful plays, also the acale of admission charged, 





NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK - 
Capitol—*“Alias Jimmy Valentine” (Haines—second week), 
Colony—“The Younger Generation” and Walter O'Keefe, 
Paramount—"“Canary Murder Case” (talker). 

Rialte—“Lady of the Pavements” (Velez) (run). 
Rivoli—"The Iron Mask” (Fairbanks) (run). 
Roxy—“Speakeasy”. (Fox talker). 

Strand—“My Man” (Brice) (second week). 





SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH 8EEING 


Al Jolson’s “The Singing Fool” “Weary River” “Broadway Melody® 
“Sonny Boy” (Davey Lee) “The Letter” (Par. talker) 





NIGHT LIFE 

Biz picking up again despite the Lenten slump of last week, ee | 
brisk weather has been an important factor, keeping them stepping an 
indoors. The new Durante’s Dancing Dames show at the Rendezvous, 
with Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the piece de resistance, go 
great. Ditto Van and Schenck at the Casanova and Frank Fay pr | 
Barbara Stanwyck with a crack show (plus Aaronson’s Commanders) at 
- Richman. 

exas Guinan in her Hotel Harding location completes th foun 
The Little Ciub with a new show is clicking anew. . wn 
. intl 2 a ws! moderate nut of $195 a night is big winner, 
vergiades draws the out-of-towners, doin t di trad does 
bed Oakland’s Terrace. —_— wad yeas! 

the class rooms, the Lido with Beatrice Lillie and Moss and 
tena ae we Montmortre, are doing well. East side spots are getting 
y, w udy Vallee putting 10 East 60th again on the ma 

the old Villa Venice, now the Villa Vallee. Oe 
Hotsy-totsy bunch is going in strong for the Harlem joints and clubaee 
the jointier they are the better they like ’em. Of the better type roomm 
ce Cotten Club and Connie’s Inn are great valleys, both have corking 

ows. 


Side street dialect restaurants and the speaks have 
with the advantageous weather. ° been booming alse 





RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 


“A Garden in the Rain” “That’ 
“Deep Night” “Mictakes™ ae eee 
“Button Up Your Overcoat” “My Angeline” 


On the Square 


$170,000 Gross for First Aviation Show 
Receipts of New York’s initial aviation show, held at the Grand Centra} 
Palace, are reported to have totaled $170,000, of which 10 per cent was 
turned over to. the American Legion. Display lasted a week, including 
Sunday. ae 
Air wagon indoor demonstration was unique in opening to an at 
tendarice of 42,000 the first day,.going to 56,000 the next day and leaping 


to 119,000 people on Saturday. Daily totals on attendance wavered be 
tween 52,000 and 85,000 the rest of the week. ‘ 


A 15 cent program, or pamphlet, is understood to have sold around 
600,000 copies. 











Locke Brothers in Stamford and Howl 

A side light on the trial of the Locke Brothers for taking away 
around eight millions from the public through stock selling in the cua- 
tomary manner, is how the Lockes bought and furnished a mansion in 
Stamford, Conn. Among the celebs, notorious or otherwise, from Broad- 
way who visited the Lockes in their “suburban castle” was Peggy Joyce. 
That may explain why Peg took it on the hoof when about to be called 
as & witness by the government, prosecuting the Lockes. Peg flew te 
Europe and not a day too soon. 

The Lockes operated muchly in their acquisition of the eOuntry place 
as they did in their offices, taking everyone as usual. They rented the 
mansion on promises and furnished it with $200,000 of fixin’s on a $5,000 
cash down payment, along with references. Once in the house they asked 
the department what it was going to do about it? 

Great times in the villa, all night, nightly. Until one day two deputy 
sheriffs took possession on writs against the Lockes. That wound it 
up. Those sheriffs know plenty of stories about the Lockes’ suburban 
hang out. : ; 

And the Lockes went to trial without a dollar—everything blown— 
just easy spending racketeers like the rest of them. About the only take 
‘em bird who ever left New York with any dough went to Monte Carle 
and lost it there. 





‘ 


Funny—This Is Miami! 

A New York investment broker is visiting in Miami. He visited a class 
joint and tendered a check for $65. When presented for collection in 
New York the amount was raised to $6,500. That was detected easily 
from the fact that the broker has two accounts, one for small items and 
the other for important sums. The check was made out on the petty 
eash account. 

The bank called him on long-distance phone, the broker explaining 
the check had been raised and that he would attend to the matter. 





Tests Beforehand 


The Stanley Recording Laboratories in the Ned Wayburn building 
are rushed with screen and voice tests by professionals who are proving 
their talker possibilities to themselves prior to going to the coast. The 
Stanley, along with other recording labs having sound and screen facill- 
ties, are the means for potential talker talent having their voices tested, 
professionals evidencing great caution before traveling across the conti- 
nent to essay work with talking companies. 


$20,000 Chauffeur 
John Hertz, Chicago taxi millionaire, is wintering at Miami. He owns 
a trio-motored amphibian plane worth about $70,000 and for a pilot 
has the chief technician of the Sikorskys at $20,000 a year. 
It is nothing for Hertz to take a party of 10 or 12 guests to dinner, 
flying 20 or 30 miles away in no more time than it takes to cross the 
causeway. 








New Millionaires in Harlem 
Stock market millionaires are not wholly confined to the whites; 
there are some in Harlem among the blacks. Several Negroes in the 
black belt are said to have won themselves great wealth as figured in 
that section by gambling on the quotations. 
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Among the Women 


By The Skirt, Jr. 





Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
IRENE FRANKLIN 
(Palace—Vaudeville) 








Palace’s Tots—and Others 


Good entertainment at th 
Colored dancers dressed in 


midgets with plenty of talent. 


*alace this week. 
ack trousers and gray satin tunics. 
Town Revue deuced and had no difficulties. 


Black Kat Four opened. 
Tiny 
Two girls and four male 


Two little misses are comely and dressed 
effectively, first in evening wraps of velvet. 


A diminutive black velvet 


skirt with siiver fringe was cunning for a banjo number, and the other 
miss was attractive in an orchid taffeta bouffant, in which she did a 


pretty dance number with a normal sized man. 


A peach bouffant in 


tulle with satin sash was amusing, emphasizing as it did the absurd 


height. 


For a big finish a collegiate note was used, one girl wearing a 


smart peach satin sport dress with a handkerchief scarf carrying a 


touch of green. 


Mary Lawlor and Bobbie Watson followed, and their numbers are 


well chosen. 
and danced with grace. 
superb leg work and easy style. 


Watson clowned smoothly and Miss Lawlor sang softly 
A distinct punch to the act is Valodia Vestoff's 
Miss Lawlor wore a blue and white 


blazer with a white skirt, berrett and sport socks, all of which was more 


becoming when she removed the skirt to show white trunks. 


Her peach 


bouffant with a trailing corsage looked graceful. 


Morton and Dooley are as funny as ever. 


Miss Morton's orchid print 


in chiffon was soft, though she looked her best in a short costume .of 


orchid maline with tiny blue ribbons and flowers. 


welcome return. 


Irene Franklin is a 


Miss Franklin wore an exquisite ermine wrap with 


fox collar, green slippers and a divine gown of white chiffon, extremely 


becoming and reminiscent of Boulinger. 


Another gown of the new gold 


metallic stuff was gorgeous, though perhaps not so becoming as the 


white. 
jewels. 


Miss Franklin was beautifully groomed and wore 


stunning 


Rudy Vallee continues popular, as do Van and Schenck. Barto and 
Mann were next to closing. Lester Irving trio closed with gymnastics. 
They wore black velvet trunks studded in rhinestones. 





Roxy’s Birthday 
Roxy theatre celebrates its second anniversary this week with atip top 
program and a darn good talker called “Speakeasy.” In the picture they 
have used the barest details from the play by that name, and perhaps 


it’s just as well. 


Heroine becomes in this version a newspaper reporter 


who falls in love with the hero who has developed into a prize fighter. 
Lola Lane makes an attractive lead, registering vocally and photo- 


graphically and Paul Page is a dashing hero. 
a couple of songs in the speakeasy and came over well. 


Sharon Lynn sang part of 
Miss Lane 


wore a couple of coats which were fur trimmed and -becoming but which 
were rather too expensive for a struggling young reporter. 
Patricia Bowman and Leonide Massine did an exquisite toe dance be- 


fore a velvet drop. 


grace and much technic. 


Miss Bowman wore a green blue maline ballet 
skirt and headdress with a green coque feather. 


Massine danced with 


A scene called “The Sewing Kit” with groups dressed as scissors, 
thimbles, thread, and tape measures was as charming as any seen at 


this house in a long fime. 


Roxyettes came on near it’s conclusion dressed. 


as cunning little seamstresseg in flowered taffeta hoopskirts and panta- 


lets. 


Patricia Bowman introduces the scene depicting the birthday party 
in a soft maline frock in pink that is most becoming. Beatrice Belkin 
sang divinely and looked equally lovely in a silver hoop skirt trimmed 


in turquoise blue. 


Costuming of the entire scene was exceptional, At 


the finish girls formed a huge cake at the end with two huge candles, one 


of which simply would not stand up. 


“Professional to the Light” is a 


gorgeous combination of stage and costume lighting. 





At Warner’s With Davey Lee 
Davey Lee, adorable and amazing tnfant, appears again in his own 


starring picture called “Sunny Boy” at Warner's. 


None can be suf- 


ficiently hard-hearted to resist this baby. Quite calmly he does every- 


thing he is told to do, and adds a few touches of his own. 
is enormous and his baby ways utterly winning. 


His sincerity 
To hear him sing 


“Sonny Boy” (hitting a note now and then) with a big emotional finish 


would wring the heart of a supervisor. 


Supporting young Mr. Lee are 


Betty Bronson, very pretty and sweet, Gertrude Olmstead, and Edward 


Everett Horton. 


Miss Bronson looked lovely in a satin negligee with a feather collar 
and a pleated chiffon nightgown showing below. Her voice is registering 
very well these days and she has improved in every way. Miss Olmstead 
enunciated with extreme caution, giving an unnatural effect. 


Six shorts were used of a superior quality to the usual run. 


Phil 


Baker was received with great enthusiasm and has never shown to better 
advantage. His voice, comedy, and accordion playing registered heavily 
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit brought their own charm and songs 


along. Miss Sanderson photographed like a vision. 


She wore a gown 


from Bendel, of chiffon made in petals and embroidered in crystal. 
Eleanor Painter sang magnificently with great theatricalism. Her choice 
of costume was not as happy as might have been. The velvet gown and 


square shawl seemed heavy. 


A. 





Gray Matter 


By MOLLIE GRAY 





Riverside Models 


Riverside acts all familiar to any- 
one seeing their second vaudeville 
show. Guy and Pearl Magley, 
dancers, unchanged; Jim Toney and 
Norman the same; Mary Haynes 
doing the same Hill cartoon types, 
though her gown is different. Of 
green velvet of a shade to harmon- 
ize with the gold spangles that cov- 
ered the bodice, coming longer over 
one hip than the other, the skirt 
dipping at the sides in back. 

Karyl Norman, however, exhaust- 
ed his repertoire trying to satisfy 
the customers; quite a number, too, 
for a beautiful day outside. Norman 
is using two pianists, different 
types of stunning looking girls. 
Their frocks were buffant taffetas 
with scalloped hems, but nothing so 
simple for him. For his debutante 
he wore velvet and tulle in a deli- 
cate lavender with violets in bunches 
and sprays; his woman of the 
world looked like a Shanghai Ges- 
ture in a strikingly patterned heavy 


‘silk negligee with cape fringed in 





many colors. Finished all a-glitter 
in crystal spangles, the sleeves of 
the matching jacket being three- 
quarter length and scalloped, as was 
the bottom of it. 





Colony’s Surprise 

Colony has a good show on both 
stage and screen. A double sur- 
prise. On the stage Walter O’Keefe 
for laughs, the Melodists for good 
music and Drena Beech in a good- 
looking frock of plain and dotted 
tulle and beaded bodice supplied the 
dancing with Emily Earl doing the 
singing. 

Miss Earl’s costume consisted of 
an orange velvet jacket and hat 
over a skirt of rows of satin in 
graduating sizes on a crepe foun- 
dation, both in a light yellow shade. 





Indian Stuff “ 


Capitol’s presentation “Navajo” 
is an agreeable change from the or- 
dinary. Set colorful and effective 
even though the mountain range on 
the back drop looked as though 
somebody had filed each peak. Cur- 
tains of course marked like a Na- 
vajo blanket and the stage band 
disguised as cowboys. 

Finish was the 16 Singing Rang- 





Double Fur Coat 





Ottawa, March 12. 

Gibbs Sisters, Siamese Twins, 
took a souvenir from here they 
had often been told they 
couldn't enjoy. 

It was a Hudson seal coat 
with deep shawl collar and 
cuffs, especially tallored by 
‘“Tony” Burkholder, well known 
locally to vaudevillians. 

Furriers in several cities 
have repeatedly declined to 
undertake the difficult job of 
making what actually is two 
coats in one. 











Ners in black and white plaid shirts 


as the ornamental part of their out- 
fits grouped beside three beautiful 
squaws. If they stood this kind of 
Indian outside cigar stars they could 
dispense with all advertising. One 
girl wore her full length feather 
headdress ‘in green, the other two 
were white. Chester Hale girls had 
a good novelty dance in Indian 
costume. 2m 





* Fight Film Clothes 


“Spirit of Youth” (title picked 
out of a hat) is a Tunney story, 
three parts Gene and two parts 
Laura Jean Libby. A sailor becomes 
a ring champ, engaged to marry an 
heiress. Enter Dorothy Sebastian's 
fairy godmother and Larry Kent 
goes back to her. 


A shock to see such a smart girl 
as Dot fall for a sailor, wearing the 
princess style satin frock with its 
tied on the shoulder lace collar at 
least fhree years ahead of the fem- 
inine world. She looked sweet in 
her lace ensemble with its jacket 
edged with satin and her hat brim 
of several layers of tulle. Her fig- 
uhed chiffon on a dark background 
was becoming, too. Betty Fran- 
cisco was the heiress who loved 
Kent for his newsreel value, wear- 
ing: flowing crepe and a _ Ilace- 
brimmed hat to the fight that 
failed. Some. good cameras took 
this. 





Lupe’s Violet and Feathers 


They should have taken the Hipp 
instead of the Rialto for Lupe. Mex- 
ican girl had the crowd with her 
from the screen announcement and 
responded with songs, talk, imita- 
tions and an almost constant illus- 
tration of the sure fire freedom of 
the hips. When the violets were all 
gone she passed out the shreds of 
white ostrich that fell from her 
skirt of straight feathers longer in 
back, the bodice flesh crepe with 
just a V of sp. : 





Making Two Ends Work 


Hollywood University of Arts and 
Extras should confer a degree of 
something on Douglas Fairbanks 
for making “The Iron Mask.” He 
certainly put the mob to work on 
both coasts—the west in it and the 
east trying to get in to see it. All 
of the feminine characters’ names 
are first though the girls were as 
unimportant as the dollar sign on a 
Scotchman’s typewriter. Belle Ben- 
nett‘s family this time is twin sons 
which cuts her work down to prac- 
tically frothing. 

Marguerite DeLa Mott, Dorothy 
Revier and Vera Lewis were the 
rest of the girls, all taking to wigs 
and long skirts. “Iron Mask” is a 
pleasure. 





Plenty of Beads 

“Lone Wolf's Daughter” played 
her most important, urt in the title, 
for the rest it was thief catch thief 
with Bert Lytell using television 
and a generous detective to save 
himself. Gertrude Olmstead was the 
lady of his choice, reason unknown. 
Her black lace gown had its pat- 
tern outlined with steel beads and 
her black frock was caught at the 
neck with a large pearl button be- 
low its tricolored taffeta collar. Her 
ruffled evening gown with it’s long 
bodice not at all becoming. 

Lilyan Tashman was aglitter in a 
solidly beaded gown with a slight 
cape hanging from the deep U deco- 
letage and tried to escape in a 
flowered suit. 





Carnival Picture 


“Hey Rube” should make the rus- 
tics line their pockets with glue. 
Ethlyn Claire was the diving Venus. 
She is quite an actress and her 
diving suit wasn’t any hardship on 
her either. Gertrude Olmstead is 
the least exciting cause for a fight 
seen recently... She wore a dark 
taffeta frock with surplice collar 
and an inverted pleat on one side 





of a straight skirt. 


=— 


Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





The Mad Marxes 

What a racket this talking pic- 
ture business is! Introducing a 
million new angles now obligate a 
perfect army of supervisors, each 
one designated to his own depart- 
ment. All the details of produc- 
tion are attended to with factory- 
like precision. 
Take, for example, the filming of 
the Marx Brothers in “Cocoanuts” 


over at the Paramount Long Island 
studios. All the stages of the upper 
floor are in use, with one length of 
the studio given over to an enor- 
mous sweep of beach scene, com- 
plete with ocean effects. Besides 
the principals, show girls and 
chorus, there are four dancing 
troupes scattered around the 
studio. 

But the personnel to whip the 
picture into shape is the amazing 
thing. First there’s Joe Santley to 
direct dialog and rehearse over and 
over again until the scene is per- 
fect for shooting. And this, with 
those ad libbing Marxes on the set, 
is no small task. Then there’s 
Morrie Ryskind to arrange the 
dialog should any changes be neces- 
sary, and Robert Florey to super- 
vise photography and work out pic- 
ture angles. George Folsey, head 
photographer under Florey, com- 
mands the battery of cameras, four 
or five being used for each big 
scene. It is his job to watch the 
lighting and keep the scenes in 
original composition. Sound su- 
pervisor attends to the placing of 
the microphones, his particular 
problem being to hang. them where 
they'll get the best reception and 
yet be outside the camera. He works 
in close association with the re- 
corder in the sound booth, who reg- 
ulates sound levels, intensifying or 
diminishing as the recording re- 
quires. Vocal sequences are “played 
back” after they have been taken, 
with corrections given to the cast. 
Then there is Frank Tours to su- 
pervise the 35-piece orchestra, and 
the four dancing directors to watch 
for lack of precision in the dance 
numbers; and Jimmy Cowan, head, 
producer, to watch everything. It’s 
amazing mechanical activity, tak- 
ing hours of preparation for per- 
haps three minutes of actual shoot- 
ing. 

Under the weight of all this high- 
powered production are the Marxes 
—four somewhat quelled spirits, 
feeling a trifle strange in an atmos- 
phere not conducive to wisecrack- 
ing. They are four bad boys try- 
ing to act like “little gentlemen.” 
Occasionally, during the heated 
conferences of the supervisors, the 
Marx madness breaks out and 
Chico dashes to the piano, Groucho 
sings a melancholy ballad as only 
Groucho can sing a melancholy bal- 
lad, and Harpo dashes around the 
studio testing knee reflexes. But 
for the most part they’re pretty or- 
derly. 

Conferences and rehearsals all 
done with, the scene is ready to be 
shot. The bells clarion the studio 
and even the Marxes into silence. 
A breathless stillness—then a stage 
hand lifts his voice in Joe Hum- 
phrey tones with: “No walk, no 
woik; dis is a take.” 





Lupe’s Singing Voice 

Lupe Velez did the singing in 
“The Wolf Song”; there could be 
no reason to have a double who 
sings that badly. And yet her voice 
is rather intriguing. It has a 
childish quality, with the shrill and 
yet throaty tones that suit Span- 
ish melodies. The song might have 
charmed if used just once, but re- 
repeated at every opportunity, it 
became ludicrous. 

Gary Cooper makes a nice hero— 
the homely-goodlooking kind that 
the screen is favoring at the mo- 
ment. 





Round the Shops 

Antibes shirt at Best’s. Comes in 
light woods, built like an under- 
shirt, but no end smart....Patent 
leather purses here very neat. In 
the shoe department a nice Oxford 
called Peggy, squaretoed, in brown, 
suntan, Belmont green or Com- 
mander blue kid. Other nice shoes 
with trick strap arrangements.... 
Attractive flat crepe dresses at Bon- 
wit’s, featuring Bertha collars, the 
4-inch sleeve, fine pleating and 
bows....Imported purses at Russ- 
eks, especially a Patou sports model 
in Rodier fabric with zipper fasten- 
ing....“The Foldaway” sports hat 





at Dobbs. Close-fitting, rolls into 


nothing and can be carried in a 
neat envelope. Awfully convenient 
for travelling and sports....Runa- 
about jersey dresses at Peck & 
Peck....New hats at Stern's: “The 
Dansante,” a draped black satin 
that goes gaga over one ear; “Pow 
Je Soir,” evening turban of gold sil . 
and metal tricot; “Princess,” brow 1 
felt turban as sleek as a bathi ¢ 
cap, with jagged edges outlined in 
orange....Macy’s French shop. ? ice 
coutourier copies. Two ev ning 
models by Maggy Rouff “Voie 
Lactee™—whatever that ‘s, and 
“Nocturne”) have lovely / oft line, 


“Forty love” awfully trin tennis 
dress from London Trade: 





Play by Play Report 

Something elegant about :‘tting 
in the press section during Ss ‘nr. 
day’s first show at the Paramount. 
Ushers are so glad to see you, they 
bow as often as Eddie Leonard... . 
The “Canary Murder Case”—been 
waiting for it to be filmed for years. 
... Stage presentation “Happy Go 
Lucky” introduced by Bobby 
Agnew, a slick looking juvenile with 
a nice voice and ingratiating per- 
sonality. ... Dance number with 
the chorus dressed in Uncle Sam 
costumes. Hope the “Canary 
Murder Case” won't be dissappoint- 
i Aubrey Sisters, cute 
sister act. Doing a novelty bit with 
two tiny dolls. Lucky they in- 
cluded that—puts the act over 
nicely—. ... Al Norman. That 
boy can dance. Steps have their 
basis in Harland Dixon stuff, but 
they have a twist all their own. 
The Three Swifts, club jugglers. 
Seem to slow up the presentation 
at first, but when they get going 
they’re a knockout. ... Nice selec- 
tions by the Ted Clare orchestra. 
Show’s really swell this week... . 
Stage looks a bit junky, but you 
can’t expect everything. ... Jockey 
finale, utilizing six white ponies— 
honest to goodness pony chorus... . 
A trailer announcing the coming of 
“Redskin,” complete with theme 
song. ... Theme songs are usually 
good for a laugh, but “Redskin, 
Redskin, boy of my dreams” is a 
lulu. 

At last, the “Canary Murder 
Case.... William Powell hardly 
the choice for Philo Vance, but 
then, who would be? Some one who 
looks like Powell and can be as 
bored and suave as A. E, Matthews 
would come near it.... Oh dear, 
picture’s going slightly movie plant- 
ing elaborate love interest—wasting 
too much of the time that should be 
given to Vance’s detecting. Might 
have known that would happen. 
Just another dissappointment.... 
Louise Brooks looks cute as the 
Canary. She’s not doing the talk- 
ing for her part—every scene’s been 
tricked. ... Isn’t following the 
book too closely, but it’s a good pic- 
ture just the same.... Must re- 
member to thank the ushers for a 
charming visit. 





Reflections of “Sadie” 


Despite a few mannerisms left 
over from “Sadie Thompson,” and 
several slightly annoying affecta- 
tions, Jeanne Eagels gives a splen- 
did performance in “The Letter,” 
Paramount's talker at the Criterion. 

Movie version kills a great deal 
of the suspense that made the stage 
version so interesting in depicting 
the motive for the murder in 1 -.e 
first few reels, but sustains interest 
nevertheless because of its excel- 
lent portrayals. Miss Eagels rips 
out a dramatic scene at the con- 
clusion of the film that is a knock- 
out. 

Frocks worn in the film are noth- 
ing to rave about, but are ade- 
quately pretty. Accompanying slip- 
pers of the stub-toed and ankle- 
strapped variety would hardly have 
been chosen by the woman of taste 
Miss Eagels portrays—a perfectly 
trivial detail, but a rather amusing 
one. It looked as though “Sadie’s” 
feet had somehow crept under the 
elegant robes of the refined English 
murderess. 





Guillotine Whoopee 


“Marie Antionette” is the latest 
foreign film produced in the name 
of art, It is a slightly confused 
account of why the French masses 
started in raising guillotine 
whoopee. Diana Karenne (pro- 
grammed as the “well-known 
French stage figure’) in the title 
role was every inch a queen—with 
a few inches of hauteur left over. 
Picture was interesting only »¢- 
cause of the actual shots taken at 





Versailles. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper” ) 

Survey conducted among school 
ebildren in Philadelphia by the 
Social Workers’ League, indicated 
ghat most boys preferred vaudeville 
to pictures, although they liked 
screen comedies. Girls tended 
toward legitimate dramatic enter- 


“tainment. 
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Criterion theatre and adjoining 
New York, which had just gone film, 
put up an electric display that was 
a revelation to Broadway. It made 
block between 44th and 45th streets 
stand out like an island of light 
even in the White Way. 





Balboa Films began work on the 
first West Coast developing labora- 
tory. Before then negatives were 
shipped to Chicago or New York for 

- @eveloping and printing. 


Reports of the dissatisfaction of 
Pathe from the Patents Co. were il- 
juminated by advices that the 
French concern had a new non- 
flammable blank stock and pro- 
posed to put it on the American 
market against Eastman product. 








Vaudeville shows seemed for the 
moment to be about equally divided 
between girl tank acts and Apache 
dance turns. August and De Bry) 
were headlining at Hammerstein’s 
in an“Apache number that left the 
town aghast. 


The road was by no means a thing 
of the past. The A. H. Woods of- 
fice alone booked 80 attractions, in- 
cluding the Selwyn list. 








Novelty at the New York Hipp »- 
@rome was a mammoth production 
of “Pinafore” in revival with an 
®laborate wreck effect finale using 
the big tank. Production was in 
preparation. 


50 YEARS AGO 


' (Prom “Clipper”) 

Clipper presented a baseball code 
embodying all the changes in play- 
ing rules made that winter. For 
the first time foul balls and third 
strikes caught on the bounce did 
not count. Fouls had to be fielded 
as straight fly catches. Batter took 
his base on nine called balls and 
continued to have privilege of in- 
' @icating to pitcher where he wanted 
ball. If batter was struck by pitched 
ball, it was a dead ball. Before that 
struck batter was out. 











Capt. Paul Boyton, channel swim- 
mer, undertook to swim from 
Pittsburgh to New Orleans, paus- 
ing en route to give lectures in river 


towns. He carried a hatchet with 
him and sometimes had to chop way 
through ice at start. 





They were still tinkering with the 
balk line billiard technique. Latest 
Proposal was to have graduated 
Values for cushion shots to end 
nursing and the rail game. 





Among effects of a deceased 
Providence, R. I., citizen was a re- 
ceipt for $653, the amount he paid 
for first choice of seats at Jenny 
Lind’s first concert in that town. 
It was signed by the diva and at- 
tested by P. T. Barnum, her Amer- 
ican manager. 





“Black Crook” was revived March 
4 at Niblo’s Garden by Kiralfy 
Bros. Ballet leaders were Mmes. 
Bonfanti, De Rosa and Paglieri. 





Adam Forepaugh announced his 


EDITORIAL 


~ “Franchising” Agents—Obsolete 


Vaudeville, somehow, clings to its habits. One of the worst business 
habits vaudeville acquired was what is known as “enfranchised agents.” 








Franchising agents, with the “franchise” mythical physically, amounted 
to permission for an agent to book with the circuit “granting the fran- 


chise.” In that system of conducting its business, the circuit tied a 
rope around the necks of its agents. 





For years the circuits were content in a deluded belief that the fran- 
chised agents booked only with them. The agents were satisfied but 
careful because they were booking where they pleased, openly in a way 
or under cover in most ways. 





Then came the dawn—pictures. 
less about “franchises” to agents. 
get ’em,” they said to the agents. 
upon the 
shows. 


Film men knew nothing and cared 
They wanted stage attractions. “Go 
And in the end the picture men settled 
go-getters among the agents age sources for their stage 





That meant an open field for the picture house stages. The picture 
house booked anywhere, with its only handicap against the vaudeville 


theatre that there were four or five performances daily, while vaudeville 
played two or three. 





So vaudeville often received the preference, but just as often it could 
not because the acts or attractions wanted were held by an agent, and 
under his sole direction, who was not “enfranchised.” Restricting its 
own agents from booking elsewhere and restricting itself from booking 
with any but its own agents, vaudeville has continued to get the worst 
of the booking situation right up to this date. While pictures keep on 
getting the best of the same thing. 





And if pictures do pay a little more for acts because of the four or 
five a day? In show business that’s known as a gag excuse for vaude- 
ville. Maybe fine alibis for vaudeville booking and circuit heads, but it’s 
still a gag and a mighty poor business policy as a vaude out. 





With the fact meanwhile that the “enfranchised agents” are still book- 
ing under cover, vaudeville booking offices are still sneaking in acts 
direct from outside agents (non-franchised), More gags, 





There’s no money possible for a circuit in trying to have a certain 
number of agents under its thumbs, keeping them hopping up and down. 


That was child’s play in the past and with one circuit a grafting idea 
for side money. 





These are different days. It is even more childish. 





The show business now is too fast, too speedy, to monkey around and 
always be in a circle. O14 methods should be wiped off the blackboard. 
Vaudeville at least might try to keep step with pictures. 





The best and surest way’ to book a variety show now is in an open 
market, not a restricted one. The more agents, the wider choice; thé 
more circuits booking in that manner, the better the agents. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Irene Bordoni denies ‘she has signet to be starred by the Shuberts 
in a musical comedy next season. Upon completion of the tour of “Paris,” 
current at the Music Box, Miss Bordoni is signed to make talkers on the 
coast during the summer and may remain in that field indefinitely. 


Offers for legitimate appearances are in abeyance pending her picture 
work. 





Try it and see! 











Jed Harris, who got into the habit of shaving every day while in 
Florida, returned Saturday to face one of the winter’s coldest days. He 
intends sailing for Italy in a fortnight, part of his plan for the longest 
vacation since he turned producer. 

Regarding his little tilt with Lee Shubert over the booking of “Front 
Page,” Harris said the quoted remarks between he and Lee were in- 
correct, adding there is no hard. feeling between them. 





The seniors at Yale voted Helen Hayes their favorite actress, Jane 
Cowl was second choice with Ina Claire and Katherine Cornell third and 
fourth. Screen actresses had Joan Crawford first, with Greta Garbo 
and Nancy Carroll following. 





Sigmund Romberg, composer, must stand examination before trial in 
Max R. Wilner’s suit to recover $56,000 as half of the losses in.the Wil- 
ner-Romberg Corp., which flopped as a Broadway.musical comedy pro- 
ducing unit. Wilner, a downtown Yiddish theatré impresario, alleged 
he put up $120,000 in cash and Romberg only $8,000. 

The composer, in turn, counterclaims for $210,000. 





The professional drama, practically extinct in Central New York, once 
a fertile one-night stand and split-week field, is fast being replaced by 
an amateur drama movement sponsored by no single source, but drawing 
support from the Little Theatre, rural dramatics fostered by the Little 
Country Theatre (a project of the Grange and County Home bureaus), 
church societies, community groups, and school and college Thespian 
clubs. 

The universal aspect of the movement seems to refute the argument 
that the decline of the professional drama in the so-called provinces was 
due to a lack of interest on the part of the public. 

In Central.New York Syracuse remains the only city which may claim 
to have a professional season. Utica, for instance, had one show during 
the recent season, and that was housed in a neighborhood film theatre. 

Syracuse is a recognized musical comedy town; even “turkeys” do 
business here; yet during the season it had only four musical attractions, 
two in one week. 

The Civic Opera Association of Syracuse this week is presenting its 
first offering, “Pirates of Penzance,” at the Wieting. Projected for three 
nights, the demand has been culled for an extra matinee. 

There is no theatre in Ithaca save the picture houses with fewer dark 
nights than the Little Theatre. Plays are presented every other week, 
a full length drama alternating with a bill of one-act playlets. All are 
well patronized. 

Rome has four organizations interested in the amateur drama, the 
leadership held by The Players, which has a workshop, and the Popular 
Players, an Italian group. Oneida also has four amateur drama organ- 
izations. The most important is the Oneida Players, now rehearsing 
“Are You a Mason?” Auburn’s active group is the Amateur Dramatic 
Club: Cortland has the Community Players, Hamilton has just gained a 
Little Theatre croup, and in Mexico the Studio Players are functioning. 








Crosby Gaige and George Morley, manager of the Apollo, both have 
a piece of “Harlem” which young Abe Blatt is presenting. 
The 25-year-old impresario, now more dignified as Edward A. Blatt 





circus was organized and ready to 
take to the rails, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Last Wednesday at the Roxy during the showing of “Lone Wolf’s 
Daughter” (Col.). the film got out of synchronization. Clocked with a 
stop watch the talk was found to be eight seconds behind the lips of the 
characters, the observer being about half way back in the house. 

At first there was a mild murmur from the audience. Then the 
balcony started on one of those Star and Garter demonstrations. It 
led to the sound apparatus being disconnected and the balance of the 
picture run silent. 

Such occurrences invariably have been riling audiences to immediate 


demonstrations. This has been noticeable in reports from all over the 
country. 








B. & K. discontinued its poster department in Chicago, letting out 12 
men. : 


Theatrical Poster Co. got the contract and re-hired the 12 men. 





Eastman theatre, Rochester, N. Y., with which Publix has been have 
ing its troubles, is showing gains and hopes are seen of profit. House 
had educated clientele to high class music ana patronage doesn’t take 
kindly to jazz. Theatre has received 60,000 letters, mostly protests and 
complaints, on changes introduced—many from people who have not 
even attended a show. 

Effort being made to appease and win public favor. Advertising 
placards removed from lobby. Manager had started series of talks be- 
fore luncheon groups. Full day’s receipts March 8 donated to Civie 
Orchestra drive with plenty of free publicity in return. 





Final selection of Edwina Booth to play the feature femme in “Trader 
Horn” was made after many weeks of search for a lead who had to meet 
many rigid requirements, 

Foremost of all these was the willingness to undergo the hardships of 
28 weeks in Africa. Another was that of natural long blonde hair. Heat 
prevailing at this time in Africa would not permit the use of wigs, and 
to carry a hair dresser would mean an additional burden. 


— 


After a screen actress had completed a tense emotional scene before 
the microphone, she retired to the sidé lines to get a cigaret. But no 
cigarets and she went into a tantrum using a lot of words not included 
in the dictionary. 

Microphone picked up the brain storm and when the film was ase- 
sembled, the cutter left the superfluous matter in. Later, when the film 
was previewed for studio executives and a party of the actress’ personal 
friends, the girl had some bad moments when her exceptionally strong 
language followed a dramatic love scene. 





A new use for camera and film has been discovered by Recordak, @ 
device which photographs every check drawn to an account in a bank 
and thus furnishes a permanent record of cancelled stubs. 

Photos are made on a tiny roll of film in a camera that looks like a 
picture machine. Film is always available for reproduction on a screen 
or in permanent facsimile. Banks adopting the new advice advertise that 
depositors no longer need worry over the loss of cancelled checks and 
the possible repayment of bills. 
ages of cancelled stubs on the chance they will need proof of payment, 
‘Banks will store the permanent records free in their vaults. 





Brooke Johns, brought on by Publix as m. c. at the Granada, San 
Francisco, in greeting patrons at his debut commented on the fact that 
business around the Granada hadn’t been any too good. 

“I’ve been a big hit back east,” said Johns, “that’s why they brought 
me out here. Don’t pay any attention to the house managers as they 
usually go around with a lot of crepe. But as for me, I'll put this house 
over like nobody’s business.” 

John didn’t break any records his initial week. 





An inquisitive scribe has discovered that Clara Bow’s work in her 
first picture landed in its entirety on the cutting room floor. Also that 


a commercial film in Houston, Tex. 


Inside Stuf—Vaudeville 


Dorothy Stone, daughter of Fred Stone, president of the N. V. A., ree 
cently declined to participate in one of the N. V. A’s $3 Sunday night 
teed shows. 

Miss Stone was approached as a prospective act by the Weber agency 
(Keith’s) while that office was digging up a 10-act bili for the particular 
Sunday night to which it was assigned. 











Independent vaude bookers in New York have bumped into a new phase 
of booking. With many combo houses playing talkers and sound pro- 
grams, the bookers have been instructed to go slow on all talking stage 
acts and not to send monologists. 





Some of the artists approached by Keith’s to appear gratis on the 
R-K-O radio hour each Tuesday evening may have previous contracts. 
Whether for one radio appearance or more, the commercial radio artists 
contracts contain a clause prohibiting the artist from radioing otherwise 
before fulfillment of the paid for date. 

That may explain Belle Baker’s absence from the first Keith ether 
hour. Miss Baker later did a turn before the mike on the Veedol 
Oil hour, its first, over the Columbia net work. 

Otherwise the Keith’s gratis request is in the nature of promotion for . 
vaudeville, with Keith’s paying for the time, though it does come from 
WEAF (N. B. C.-R. C. A. subsidary). The argument is that if Keith’s 
benefit the artists as well as Keith's, with the possibility that with the 
can come back as the leading vaude circuit, that will substantially 
come back will arrive more Keith vaudeville time. 





While making an M-G-M talking short the Happiness Boys both went 
up in their lines. Without hesitating and carrying on throughout the 
boys tried to signal director Nick Grinde the predicament they were in. 
Their ad lib lines went something like this: 

“Does he know we've forgotten our line?” 

“Keep Going—you're doing fine?” 

“Quick, think of something to rhyme.” 





Keith’s new house pass system for agents has started, with the passes 
received. Office heads are entitled to admission back and front, while 
assistant or associate agents will be admitted at the front only. 

This means no backstage business between acts and agents unless the 
agent is the name head of his agency; otherwise only by managers’ per- 
mission. 





Joe Schenck (Van and Schenck) was copy for a Syracuse, N. Y., paper 
recently. Duo was playing that city at the time of the Sharkey-Stribling 
scrap at Miami. In that they generally attended major sporting events, 





on the posters, was formerly company manager for Martin Beck and 
also with Gaige. 


“T’'ve seen the Happiness Boys before.” 


Florence Vidor’s first appearance before a professional camera was in ~ 


a reporter asked how come they had not gone south. Cracked Joe,” 


Nor are depositors forced to hold pack~ =) 
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Theatre Rentals Cut as Famine 


In New 


qneemsitinsaemee + 


Business on Broadway was some- 


what better last week. Further de- 
clines from the low levels that fol- 
lowed Washington's Birthday 
would have shot the attraction list 
full of holes. 

As it is, the coming week will 
have no less than 10 dark theatres. 
Very few new shows are due this 
side of Easter Monday (April 1) 
and the bookers admit there are 
not enough fresh productions in 
sight to prevent an increasing num- 
ber of theatres from going dark. 
Trade figures to pick up after this 
week, when income tax rries are 
over but the prospect for the bal- 
ance of the season 8% anything but 
promising. Attractions which: were 
regarded as set until late spring, 
slipped so badly within the past 
fortnight, that closing notices are 
up. 

There is.a scramble for attrac- 
tions, managers seeking shows and 
conceding terms rather than pro- 
ducers having to finese for theatres. 

Nothing among last week’s ar- 
rivals appears, to be in the money. 
“Indiscretion” at the Mansfield drew 
mixed comment and only a modest 
gross of about $6,000; “She Got 
What She Wanted” at Wallack’s was 
similarly greeted with severai severe 
pans, the takings hardly more than 
$8,000; “Conflict,” a mid-week pre- 
miere at the Fulton, claimed fair 
trade thereafter; “The Earth Be- 
tween” at the Provincetown didn’t 
mean much to the first nighters. 

“Street Scene” is the dramatic 
leader, again grossing $22,000 in 

mine performances; “Holiday” and 
“Caprice” close behind with $21,000 
(latter show also nine perform- 
ances), and “Mima” ‘next with 
$20,000; “Strange Interlude” and 
“Kibitzer,” rated $16,000; “Dynamo,” 
$15,500; “Age of Innocence” and 
“Little Accident,” $14,000; “Har- 
lem,” $18,000; “Let’s Be Gay,” big-at 
312,600 (Little); “Serena Blandish,’ 
$12,000; “Paris,” “Meet the Prince” 
and “Congai,” $10,000 to $11,000: 
“Front Page,” “Brothers” and “Most 
Immoral Lady,” $10,000; “My Gir! 
Friday,” claimed $9,000, with the 
others straggling downward. 

“Whoopee” tops the list with bet- 
ter than $49,000 every week; in 
ticket.demand nothing excels “Fol- 
low Thru,” over capacity at $41,000; 
“Hold Everything” is doing all the 
house will hold at over $34,000; 
“Three Cheers” and “Fioretta,” $38,- 
000; “The New Moon” almost as 
big;. “Pleasure. Bound,” $36,000; 
“Show Boat,” $33,000 (date indefi- 
nite). There is a considerable gap 
between the leaders and the others; 
“Animal Crackers” improved to $26,- 
000; “The Red Robe” claimed $25,- 
000; “This Year of Grace” (going 
out), about $22,000; “Good Boy,” 
“Hello Daddy,” “Boom Boom,” a bit 
better but under $20,000; “Black- 
birds” still going strong, over $17,- 
000; “Lady Fingers” doubtful at 
$15,000; “Houseboat.On The Styx” 
about the same. 

Only one show is due next week, a 
revival, “The Lady From The Sea,” 
which follows “That Ferguson 
Family,” Bijou; “Zeppelin” closes at 
the Forrest, dark: “The Kingdom 
of God” closes the Ethel Barry- 
more; 


“Airways, 
closes 


Inc.,” in 


Sunday; “Playing 


day. 





Gest Takes’ “Mima” 


Morris Gest has taken over the 
management of “Mima,” produced 
by his father-in-law, David Belas- 
co. It was announced that Gest 
would present the attraction on 
tour next season, but it developed 
he had taken over the show for the 
balance of the engagement at the 
Belasco. 

Plan is for the engagement to 
continue until June 1, touring after 
a summer lay-off. ‘‘Mima’s” produc- 
-tion is regarded as the most elabo- 
rate and costly ever employed for 
a drama. 





SYRACUSE STOCK CAST 
Syracuse, N. Y., March 12. 
Donn Cook, appearing in “Gypsy” 
in New York, will be the leading 
man for the new Ralph Murphy- 
Harry J. Brown stock which bows 
in at the Wieting on April 1. Helen 


Baxter will be the feminine lead. 
Others signed are Wiiliam Jeffry, 
Lucia Laska, Ethel Wilson, Victor 


Adams and Hugh V. O’Connell. 


“Poppa” leaves the Hudson 
dark; “The Broken Chain” held over 
a week and moved to Masque, stops; 
the Village, 
With 
Love” stopped downtown last Sun- 





Production Looms 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Bedfellows” (Bernard 


Levy), Bijou. 

“Little Revue” (Brady- 
Wiman- Weatherly), Cort. 

“Buckaroo” (Hamilton Mc- 
Fadden), Erlanger. 

“Night in Venice” (Shu- 
berts), Shubert. 

“Mrs. Bumstead Leigh” 
(George Tyler), Klaw. ' 

“The Silver Swan” (Her- 


man Gantvort), K. of C. Hall. 
“A Message from Mars” (Guy 
Bates Post), Wallack’s. 


“Dracula” (Toledo stock), 
Liberty. 
“Carnival” (Ritz). 


“The Love Duel” (Sh&berts), 
! Barrymore. 











Rothstein Case Echo 
In Flop Show Award 


The shadow of Arnold Rothstein 
stalked in the chambers of the 
American Arbitration Association in 
a claim by Equity against the Beek- 
man Credit Corp. for $6,900. The 


award to Equity totalec $4,000, with 
Ivy Lee, the Rockefellers’ publicist, 
as umpire, and H. S. Kraft sitting 
in on behalf of the Beekman Co., a 
Rothstein subsidiary. Walter Ring- 
ham was Equity’s arbitrator. 

Claim involved the flop Miller and 
Lyle musical, “Keep Shufflin’,” 
which Rothstein backed but which 
Con Conrad, Inc., “presented.” Con- 
rad eventually eased out. The 
Beekman Credit Corp., Rothstein’s 
operating unit, owned the show. 
The musical stranded in Chi, 
owing a week and one-eighth’s sal- 
ary. Equity asked fer the additional 
seven-eighths of the week in lieu 
of the usual notice. A $5,000 bond 
by the Detroit Surety Co. was 
posted. Equity claimed two weeks’ 
salaries for its members at.a weekly 
“nut” of $2,200. The additional sum 
up to the $6,900 was for return 
fares, transportation of scenery, etc. 
Rothstein’s interests contended 
that Equity acted too hastily in 
summarily closing th show. The 
arbitrators agre ~ unanimously that 
Equity was within its rights, but 
allowed certain credits, bringing the 
award down to $4,000. 


Engagements 


Richard Gordon has replaced Mc- 
Kay. Morris in “Kingdom of God.” 








George Romain, “The Silver 
Swan,” 
Dell Cleveland. Robert Beyers, 


Mary Alice Collins, J. S. Boatsman, 
“Slim” Cavanaugh, for “Buckaroo.” 

Herbert Corthell, “The Octoroon.” 

Fred Leslie, ‘“‘The Husband Habit.” 

Constance Collyer, Fred Allen, 
“The Little Show” (revue). 

Jans and’ Whalen, “A Night in 
Venice” (revue). 

Margalo Gillmore, Earle Larimore, 
“Man's Estate.” 

William Faversham Jr., Ethel 
Wilson, “An Emergency Lover.” 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Howard Gale, ahead of “Dracula.” 
At Nixon, Pittsburgh, March 11, for 
two weeks. 

Horace Mortimer ir Pittsburgh 
in. advance of “Macbeth,” playing 
Nixon April 1. Followed by Howard 
Herrick and then Beauvais Fox. 

Garret Cupp ahead, Gil Haskell 
back, with “The Silent House,” Pa- 
cific coast tour. 

John Lampe, former manager of 
the Shubert house in the Bronx, to 
the management of the Bayes 
theatre, West 44th street, succeed- 
ing James Payne. 

Theron Bamberger, press rep for 
“Bedfellows” (Bernard Levey). 

Col. E. J. Hinton ahead, Charles 
Sturgis back, with William Hodge 
in “Straight Through the Door,” 
now playing on the Coast. 








YIDDISH OPPOSISH 
Chicago, March 12. 

The Lawndale, now a grind pic- 
ture house on the west side, will be 
converted into a Yiddish house by 
a group headed by Louis Greenberg 
and Charles Neslon. They have 
signed a five year lease. 

This town has never been fruit- 


ful for more than one Yiddish 
house; previous attempts to com- 
pete with Ellis Glickman’‘s play- 





house having proved flops. . 





pw ve < 


FRANCES SHELLE 


Now appearing at the Deauville 
Casino in Miami Beach. Miss Shel- 
ley’'s last Broadway production was 
“Rain or Shine,” in which she 
played the ingenue lead. 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Future Plays 


“Bed Fellows,” comedy by Louise 
Carter, staged by Edward Elsner, 
tried out by Bernard Levey, is due 
on Broadway March 18. Cast: Mil- 
dred McLeod, John Westley, Georges 
Renavent,, Marion- Warring-Maniey, 
Guy Standing Jr., Betty-Lee Carter, 
Eva Condon, Ida. Moulton, Spencer 
Bentley and Ray Harper. 

“The Vegetable,” by F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald, wili follow “The Subway” 
at the Masque theatre. Show has 
been rehearsing in Cherry Lane 
theatre, direction Lee Strassbure. 
Lenox Hill Players comprise cast. 
“There Are Crimes and Crimes,” 
by Strindberg, will be produced by 
the Sunday Night Little Theatre 
early in April. Cast: Myrtle E. 
Theobald, Pat Feil, June White, 
Kenneth Trueman, John Loftus, 
Jean Skolnik, Robert Baron. E. 
Sattler will stage. 

“Castanets,” by John Patten Rus- 
sell and Joseph Spurin-Calleia, for 
April; by William Powell. Cast in- 
cludes Maria Ouspenskaya, Sydney 
Greenstreet and Robert Hudson. 
“Good Intentions,” by Lois Howell! 
and Viola Dodd. Atlantic City, May 
6. Lew Cantor, producing. 

“Rockbound,” by Michael Kalles- 
ser and Amy Wales, to be produced 
in April) Casting now béing done. 
Rehearsais start within the next 
two weeks. 

“Yankee Doodle” opens out of 
town April 15. Cast: Bernard Gor- 
cey, Olga Steck, Berta Donn, Shafter 
Howard (Junius Jones) wrote book 
and music. Lyrics by K. A. Milli- 
ken and Howard. 

“Merchant of Venice,” in April, 
by Lucille La Verne. George Farren 
will direct. 

“Juvenile Follies,” book by David 
Freedman, music by Lou Pollock, 
Abner Silver and Harriet Watson. 
To be produced by Jack Linder 

Theodore Dreiser’s novel, “Sister 
Carrie,” is being dramatized for H. 
S. Kraft production. John Howard 
Lawson did one version. It is being 
dectored by a collaborator, 


Former Office Boy to 
Dillingham in Jam 


William A, Miller, 29, former office 
boy to Charles B. Dillingham, plead- 
ed guilty to grand larceny in the 
second degree before Judge Francis 
X. Mancuso in General Sessions. 

According to officials of the Con- 
solidated Gas Company, young Mil- 
ler, who has been employed as as- 
sistant cashier by the company for 
the past six years, has been short 
more than $10,000 in his accounts. 
The company did not wish to prose- 
cute him, and, with the understand- 
ing that he make restitution, Miller 
was continued under bail for sen- 
tence April 15. 


Music Box Wocdward’s 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
O. D. Woodward, former producer 
of dramatic stock in the Midwest, 
and more recently active in pro- 
ductions on the coast, has leased 
the Hollywood Music Box for five 
years. He will reopen it April 1. 
“Paris Bound,” for which he con- 
trols coast rights along with othe: 
plays, will open. : 
Up to a few days before it looked 
like the Los Angeles Repertory the- 
atre (Simeon Gest) would get pos- 
session. House has been dark most 
of the past year. 




















| will close at the Hudson. 


Seven Shows Closing — 








Six or geven shows will take air 
from Broadway's list, one of the 
group claiming removal to another 
house. 

“Zeppelin” presented by Jimmi 
Cooper goes from the Forrest to 
the subway circuit. Played nine 
weeks, first showing at the Na- 
tional. Pace started about $8,000 
weekly, easing off to $5,000. 

“The Kingdom of God,” presented 
by the Shuberts, will close at the 
Ethel Barrymore, after a successful 
engagement of 13 weeks. Business 
approximated $16,000 or better as 
an average. Star ill; house dark but 
resumes Thursday. 





THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


Opened Dec. 21. Generally 
commended because of star but 
piece deemed weakling. Ham- 
mond (Herald Tribune) found 
it “too slow for these speedy 
times.” 








.' 





“Poppa” independently presented 


It is in 
the 12th ‘week. Show orginally 
played «the Biltmore, Low gross 


show, said to have averaged $6,000, 
matniy through cut rating. 





POPPA 


Opened Dec. 24. Those who 
eopenh it were mildly favor- 
a e. 


Variety (Abel) said “no.” 


y 











“Airways, Inc.,” presented inde- 
pendently in the Village, will be 
taken off Sunday. Short engage- 
ment with no chance for Broadway. 
“Playing at Love,” also a Village 
effort, was removed last Sunday at 
Provincetown playhouse. Nothing 
for uptown either. 

In addition “The Broken Chain,’ 
due to have stopped last week at 
Maxine Elliott’s, moved to the 
Masque, but will end there Satur- 





THAT FERGUSON FAMILY 
Opened Dec. ' 22. Second 
string assignment. Variety 
(Ibee) said: “seems fated for 
cut rates and limited stay.” 











day. “The Ferguson Family,” 
which hag switched into three dif- 
ferent theatres, leaves Bijou and 
will probably stop. * 





J. Hines’ Coast Musical, 
Then Film of Same Show 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

As soon as C. C. Burr can obtain 
the dialog and musical rights to “A 
Pair of Sixes” he will produce it 
as a stage play, featuring Johnnie 
Hines. 

After a tour of the Pacific slope 
Burr will make a sound picture 
using the same cast. 

“Sixes” was generally construed 
to have been the uncredited source 
of “Queen High,” former Broadway 
musical. 





Guild Co. on Coast 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Los Angeles Repertory theatre 
has deferred production of “He Wino 
Get’s Slapped” at Figueroa Play- 
house for three months. It was 
to have opened March 25. But the 
task of getting 40 players for the 
cast was not sO easy. ° 

Result is that Theatre Guild Com- 
pany of New York with a reper- 
toire of four plays will follow 
“Escape,” current attraction, before 
this one is produced. James Kirk- 
wood and Barbara Leonard, pic- 
ture players, had been engaged for 
the lead parts. 





COAST STOCK’S WKLY. SPLIT 
Los Angeles, March 12. 


Fox-West Coast Theatres will re- 
open its No. 2 rotating dramatic 


stock, known as the Hollywood 
Players, with a tri-weekly split, 
playing Burbank, Riverside and 
Ontario. 


Charles Royal will be director, 
with cast made up of stage and 
picture actors booked locally. 





“ROMANCE, INC.,” TRYOUT 

San Francisco, March 12. 
“Romance, Inc.,” by Crane Wilbur 
and H. H. Van Loan, was tried out 
at the Fulton, Oakland, by Wilbur’s 


stock Sunday and was well re- 
ceived. The ieads were played by 
Wilbur and his bride, Beatrice 
Biynn. 








A. H. Woods controls the Broad- 
vy production rights to the show 
and may present it late this spring 


Former Legit Actor’s 
Last Role Is as “Extra” 


William Nally, 46, once a well 
known legit actor, was identified at 
the morgue by means of a manu. 
script in his pocket which was his 
part in @ talking picture, “Mother's 
Boy,” made at the Pathe studio in 
New York. 

Nally,. down and out for the past 
several years, had not had a pro. 
fessional engagement in a long time, 
He was hired along with a bunch 
of Bowery types brought up to the 
studio in charge of a missionary 
worker to participate in a Salva- 
tion Army scene. 

Nally was recognized by many 
cast members as a former actor of 
standing. Within 24 hours of being 
paid off on what was his first the- 
atrical job in years he was found 
dead by the police and taken to the 
morgue, His father is reputed to 
be a police captain. 











Religious Drama Touring 
East For Lenten Season 


“Pilate’s. Daughter,” a religious 
spoken drama, authored by the Rev. 
Francis L. Kenzel, is being present- 
ed during the Lenten season in 
theatres and auditoriums through- 
out the east, Catholic charitable or- 
ganizations sponsoring the produc- 
tion. Boston and Brooklyn have 
viewed the production while several 
up-state New York municipalities 
will see it in vaude or legit houses 
Sunday afternoons or nights. 

Father Kenzel, writer of the piece, 
is also the author of the Passion 
Play, “Cavalry.” Special music has 
been composed for the religious 
opus, one of the features of which 
is a Roman dance by a chorus of 18 
young girls. 


Divorced 16 Years Ago, 
Now Seeks Alimony 


Chicago, March.12. 

Mrs. Esther Lyman of New York, 
mother of Ruth La Mar, who was 
here recently in “Lovely Lady,” has 
filed a petition asking to set aside 
a divorce decree obtained from her 
by: Barnett Lyman in 1913 on 
charges of desertion, cruelty and 
intemperance. Mrs. Lyman said she 
hadn’t known of the 16-year-old li- 


covered hubby had remarried and 
had two children. 

Through Attorney Phil R. Davis, 
Mrs. Lyman is asking for voiding 
of the. decree on gronds of fraud, 
so that she may file a cross bill in 
an attempt to wtain alimony. — 


Wash. Stock Bust 


Washington, March 12. 

Charles Emerson Cook's musical 
stock ended in a bust at Keith's, 
former two-a-day house Saturday 
night. Company moved over here 
from the Belasco. 

Gross on the Keith week was 
$4,400, of which the first $1,500 and 
a couple of staff salaries went to 
the house. Attachments, including 
one by the Shuberts to cover $645 
advanced to pay chorus people final 
week at the Belasco, ate up the re- 
maining balance. Notes were given 
to many of the principals with one 
or two stranded here. 

Benefit performance Friday night 
before closing netted $27 apiece to 
the company. 

Cleaners, ushers and other out 
front employees were taken care of 
by the house. Stage hands and mu- 
sicians are reported unpaid. 


‘EQUITY PLAYS CUPID 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Charles Miller, district deputy for 
Actor’s Equity on the coast, spon- 
sored the first weddir _ to be staged 
in Equity’s offices. 

Lawrence Grant and Hegee Hay, 
players, both members of ‘the or- 
ganization, were married March 6 
by Superior Judge Charles W. 
Fricke. 











Booth on Dialog 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
John Hunter Booth, one of the 
latest New York playwrights 
brought here by Fox, has been asS- 
signed to write dialog for “The 
Woman from Hell.” 
It is being produced from the play 
by George Scarborough. 





Chorister Tries Suicide 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Julia Reynolds, 23, chorus girl 
and screen extra, attempted suicide 
in Hollywood ‘by cutting her wrist 
with a razor biade. | Despondency 





| 4t failure to find stea ly employment 
’! prompted the act. 


She will recover- 





vorce until recently, when she dis-. 
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: Ervine Again Leads Boxscore: 





Gabriel and Atkinson 2nd and 3rd: 
Of Season's 129 Shows, 90 Are Flops 





gt. John Ervine, English guest 
eritic of the World, himself a writer 
ef plays, retains his leadership in 
Variety's boxscore as an estimator 


ent tabulation based on failures 
enly shows that of 36 plays re- 
viewed by the Londoner he cor- 
rectly appraised their chances in all 
put six cases. Ervine has a high 
_ percentage of .834. 

Since writing for the World the 
critic has inaugurated a 
of deferred reviewing, his 

appearing on the second 
morning following a _ premiere. 
This may be an advantage or 
» Gabriel (American) and 
Atkinson (Times), the second and 
third ranking critics in the present 
score, are also morning paper men 
put writing against a deadline. 
Gabriel was formerly of the after- 
goon Sun and consistently a chal- 
lenger for number one position in 
Variety's seasonal boxscores, 
90 Flops to Date 


Legit season to date has included, 
by Variety’s coynt which does not 





stumbling block from the strictly 
statistical viewpoint. 


Those Moderates 


It’s the in-between attractions 
that bother the boys in general. 
The hard to classify show seems to 
throw some of the scribes into a 
ferment of indecision, measuring 
pro against con and usually de- 
ciding for con. Variety’s reviewers 
do not escape these chills and fevers 
of doubt. Variety’s tribal taboo 
against no opinions and the horror 
of its staff at such an accusation 
keeps them on the safe side of the 
ledger, but it cannot be denied that 
every so often the Variety review- 
ers skirt dangerously near neutrali- 
ty in writing “or else” notices. 

It is noticeable in the current 
grouping of the daily scribes that 
the first five coul& properly be 
labeled high brows in that they 
represent the literary traditions of 
New York dramatic criticism. This 
without slight to Anderson (Jour- 
nal) and Hammond (Herald Tri- 
bune) who are currently in the also 
ran division. 

Winchell (Graphic) spotted sixth 


is off form, although .727 is not bad. 














Key to the abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W 
(wrong), O (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 
nm: Ree WM Oat 
ERVINE (World)............. 36 30 6 ba 834 
GABRIEL (American)........ 45 35 10 Sé 778 
ATKINSON (Times).......... 39 30 8 1 769 
LITTELL (Post)............. 4% 35 10 sy -761 
LOCKRIDGE (Sun).......... 20 15 5 oe .750 
WINCHELL (Graphic)....... 33 24 9 727 
ANDERSON (Journal).:...... 53 35 18 1 660 
MANTLE (News}............ 47 238 17 2 595 
LEMAN (Mirror).......... Ad 25 17 2 -568 
HAMMOND (Herald Tribune) 41 23 19 561 
GARLAND (Telegram)....... 29 16 13 ea -551 
OSBORN (Eve. . | Rae 47 12 28 7 256 
VARIETY’S OWN SCORE 
SR. R. w. oO. Pet. 
YARIETY (combined)........ 90 73 17 a 811 
| BEE (Pulaski).........+..--. 28 25 3 on 893 
Ets (Green) <.cccccccsiee 11 6 +4 687 
7) aera EUSitideswewss vou’, 2am 8 4 - .666 


(This Score Based 





list revivals, hideaways or arty 
stuff, 129 productions, Of thig total 
90 are rated flops as of March 10 
and the present tabulation is based 
solely upon them. Vapiety’s mid- 
seagon and final scores include the 
Successes and failures alike. 

Osborn (Eve. World) is tagged 
with .256, the lowest percentage on 
record save for one, .125 turned in 
not long ago. 

Present score particularly dem- 
onstrates Osborn’s reluctance to 
Pan ’em as it is based on shows 
that failed and which he endorsed 
With more or legs warmth. A dis- 
— to write no opinions also 

8. 

Mantle (News), just shy of .600, 
seems unable to better his aver- 
age. He tends to find a niche in 
the second battalion although a 
Plain speaker and only occasionally 
Suilty of ambiguity. The “nice 
little shows” appear to be Mantle’s 


——— 





Dramatic Critics Box Score 


a —_—_——— 


SCORE AS OF MARCH 9 





¢ 


on Failures Only) 





Winchell and the Shuberts are still 
making boom which keeps the gag- 
man out of some of the lobbies. 

New to the boxscore is Richard 
Lockridge, former staff writer on 
the Sun promoted to dramatic critic 
when Gabriel vacated. Lockridge 
has a natty .750 on the 20 shows 
he pegged, going wrong five times 
against 15 rights and never failing 
to be definite. 

Any confusion anent the seem- 
ingly smaller number of shows 
credited in this ‘score against the 
various scribes as compared to the 
last score in December (mid-sea- 
son) is defined by the present tabu- 
lation being based only on the 
flops, the mid-season sum-up in- 
cluding both the hits and failures 
up to that date. 

Variety’s final boxscore of the 
1928-29 legit season will appear 
about June 1, at that time tabulat- 
ing both the hits and the failures. 





Old Theatre Becomes 
Mail Order. Station 


Rock Island, March 12. 
The Illinois theatre building, for 
Mecades home of road attractions 
&nd which slumped into a garment 
factory and has lately been main 
office of a cemetery promotion, has 
fone chain-store. 
Montgomery Ward & Co., which 
been Santa Claus to the pro- 
fession, marketwise, is going to take 
the realty elephant off the local 
Owners’ hands and spend $60,000 
converting its “shelf” into shelves 





FOX’S DIALOG SUPERVISOR 
Los Angeles, March 12. 


George Mid@ieton has been ap- 
Pointed supervisor of all dialog for 
x pictures. 





Remote Control Buys 
Chicago, March 12. 

Ralph Kettering, western repre- 
sentative for A. H. Woods and man- 
ager of the Adelphi here, has ef- 
fected a hook-up with out-of-town 
hotels and ticket agencies. 

The out-of-towners are required 
to post $26 with the theatre after 
which they may order any amount 
of tickets available either by wire 
or letter. 





“Little Revue” April 15 

“Little Revue,” being produced by 
W. A. Brady, Jr., and Dwight D. 
Wiman, will open in Atlantic City 
April 15. 

It is slated to debut on Broad- 
way at the Music Box the following 
week. 











10-Month Ballyhoo 





Minneapolis, March 12. 

The palm for long-distance 
theatrical exploitation goes to 
“The Miracle.” Although its 
engagement in the St. Paul 
auditorium is not scheduled 
until December, 10 months 
away, St. Paul newspapers al- 
ready have started playing up 
the event on their front pages. 

Irked perhaps because Min- 
neapolis will not get the at- 
traction, local newspapers have 
intimated that it takes 10 
months of exploitation to put 
over a show in St. Paul. 

When he arrived to complete 
arrangements for the presenta- 
tion, Morris Gest was greeted 
by Mayor Larry Hodgson and 
civic and industrial leaders. 


Texas Pays for Opera 


Dallas, March 12. 

For the first time in 11 years 
opera made a profit in Dallas, ac- 
cording to a financial report given 
the other day by the chairman of 
the opera committee, Herbert 
Marcus, big local fashion store man. 
Total gross for two performances, 
“Faust” and “Lohengrin” by the 
Chicago Civic Opera Co. netted 
$31,800. The company was guar- 
anteed $13,500 for each performance 
with the expenses and overheads 
estimated at $4,000 to $5,000. 

Local opera boosters usually’ lose 
from $10,000 to $20,000. Last time 
the Chicago Civic fun cost the boys 
$70,000. . 


Curran-Belasco to Do 
Musicals for the Coast 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Homer Curran and Edward Be- 
lasco who are now jointly produc- 
ing plays here have made’an ar- 
rangement to enter into a partner- 
ship with Schwab & Mandel to pro- 
duce the latter’s plays on the Pa- 
ciffe Coast. The deal was made by 
Curran. 

The first attraction will be “New 
Moon” to be produced here in Sep- 
tember, and the ‘other Schwab & 
Mandel attraction, ‘*Follow 
Thru,” will come after this one. 
Production will be made first at the 
Curran in San Francisco and then 
brought here. 


*Twas Ever Thus 


Boston, March 12. 

At a meeting of Theatre Man- 
agers’ Association this past week 
it was decided to give afternoon 
papers half copy on theatrical ad- 
vertising. 

This decision lasted for one day 
only and original full copy sched- 
uled was finally ordered. One of 
the theatres broke through with full 
copy and the rest followed. 


Chi B. O. Men Move 


Chicago, March 12. 

Local theatre treasurers are still 
shifting around. Latest switches 
have Milton Schmidt of the Garrick 
moving to the Woods next door, 
while Stanley Levine, fotmerly of 
the Princess, replaces him. 

George Rochford goes from the 
Woods to the Erlanger taking the 
place of both Hyman Schwartz and 
Max Hirsch. 


























HELEN MORGAN SOUTH 


Helen Morgan leaves today (Wed- 
nesday) for Miami to appear in con- 
junction with the opening of Uni- 
versal’s “Show Boat” at the Capitol 
there March 15. 

Miss Morgan will go to Palm 
Beach the following day, where a 
similar premiere will be held at the 
Paramount. 





EQUITY ELECTIONS 


An Equity meeting will be held at 
the Astor next Monday at 2.30 p. m. 
Nominating committee which will 
select the regular ticket for the an- 
nual May election will be named. 

As yet no opposition ticket to the 
standing officers has been men- 
tioned. 





Horton’s Contract 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Edward Everett Horton has sign- 
ed a new and exclusive long term 
contract with Warners. Under it he 
will be featured in feature produc- 
tions only. 

Agreement does not interfere with 
his stage work. 





Lieggy’s New Premise, 
Meanwhile—$1,000 Wkly. 


Los Angeles, March 12. 





Flo Ziegfeld has been drawing 
$1,000 a week from Paramount for 
the past year pending the making of 
“Glorifying the American Girl.” It 
is said his-agreement with that 
company provides that until the 
picture is completed he gets this 


weekly stipend whether his services 
are required or not. 

It is also reported that since 
M-G-M made “The Broadway Mel- 
ody,” a back-stage story shot from 
front and back stage, the orinigal 
thought on “Glorifying” will have 
to be changed and a new premise 
gotten for it. 

Ziegfeld is due on the coast next 
week to confer with production ex- 
ecutives at Paramount. 





Gold Spoon Angling 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Jay Reed, son of a _ wealthy 
Beverly Hills broker, is breaking 
into show business and is the finan- 
cial sponsor for the Vine Street 
theatre, 

He is forming a corporation with 
Franklin Pangborn, actor, and Sid- 
ney Miller, manager of the house, 
to present plays there for next six 
months. First will be “Broadway,” 
opening next week. 





Sinnott Solo Judge 


James P. Sinnott, former news- 
paperman, who is secretary for the 
police department, is said to have 
stated that hereafter he alone will 
decide whether any alleged immoral 
play calls for police action and.ar- 
rests. None he picked so far for 
such attention has flopped—the po- 
lice being upheld by the courts. 

The raiding of “My Girl Friday” 
was attributed to Detectives Ken- 
neally and Coy, with Sinnott on 
the sidelines. Charges against the 
actors and producers were dis- 
missed by Magistrate Andrews. 
That led to Sinnott deciding he 
would be on his own, should future 
cases of the kind arise. Jimmy led 
the raids on “Sex” two seasons ago 
and “Pleasure Man” early this sea- 
son, and was also concerned in the 
closing of “The Captive” and “Good, 
Bad Woman.” 





. ~~ 

Anson’s $5,000 Verdict 

Having been awarded $5,000 dam- 
ages by a jury before Justice Ham- 
mer in New York Supreme Court, 
A. E. Anson’s next duty is to collect 
from Leon Gordon, Actor sued 
Gordon for $50,000 for services ren- 
dered in doctoring the second act of 
“White Cargo,” in which both An- 
son and Gordon appeared. It was a 
gentleman’s agreement that Gordon, 
who “adapted” the play, would take 
care of Anson from his royalties. 

Gordon was not present at the 
trial. He was last in Australia, 
touring with “White Cargo” and as 
far as Anson’s attorneys, Kohlman 
& Austin, were aware, he had not 
returned to America. 

Gordon figured a couple of years 
ago as defendant in a plagiarism 
suit by the'real authoress of “White 
Cargo” who was given a verdict 
against the actor-playwright. 





5th Marx Marrying 

Gummo Marx will wed Helen Von 
Tilzer Saturday (March 16), the 
bride being a niece of the song com- 
posers. 

Gummo (Milton) is in the dress 
business, being of the five Marx 
brothers, fopr of whom are the three 
musketeers. With Gummo getting 
hitched, it leaves Harpo the only 
hold out. 


Gazzolos Safe in Mexico 
Chicago, March 12. 


Frank A. P. Gazzolo of Chicago, 
who has been evisiting in Mexico 
City, reports himself safe and sound 
in a wire. 

In face of the present mixup in 
Mexico friends were worried over 
the Gazzolos. 





FRANCES’ TEETH 


Frances Williams and Harry 
Richman are costing George White 
dough these days on breakage.-Last 
week, in Pittsburgh, Harry knocked 
out one of Frances’ teeth during a 
new scene in “Scandals.” 

Frances was given leave to re- 
turn to New York to have the 
necessary enamel repaired at 





White’s expense. 


Revives 1916 Suit Over 
‘Boomerang’ For Belasco 


Lila Longson is a persistent liti- 
gant. Although having lost her suit 
in 1916 when Judge Sheppard of 
Florida dismissed her plagiarism 
complaint against David Belasco, 
Winchell Smith and Victor Mapes, 
respectively producer and authors of 
“The Boomerang,” Miss Longson 
raises a novel question in a new 
complaint against the showmen. 

Authoress’ cause for complaint 
is based on her own play, “The 
Choice,” copyrighted in 1914 which 
she submitted to Belasco and which 
was rejected. Smith and Mapes 
copyrighted their play in 1915. Miss 
Longson, whose home is in Brook- 
lyn, contends that the late Paul M. 








Potter, playwright, who was 
Belasco’s witness as an “expert,” 
had testified broadly, mentioning 


several plays and titles which, the 
plaintiff contends, were non-exist- 
ent. Potter, as an expert, reeled off 
a flock of titles which Miss Longson 
contends she was unable to trace in 
theatrical archives or through the 
Library of Congress at Washington 
or the British Museu mof London. 

In view of this testimony, and 
its acceptance without any of the 
scripts mentioned being offered 
in evidence, she is suing anew, ask- 
ing for $250,000 damages. ~ Court 
held at that time, and affirmed the 
opiniony that since both play ideas 
were unoriginal neither’s§ rights 
could be protected. 


~ The Other Cheek 


After championing Walter Win- 
chell, the Graphic play reviewer 
and columnist, Aarons and Freed- 
ley have barred him from their 





shows because Winchell, along 
with others, panned “Treasure 
Girl.” 


It was A. & F. who smuggled 
Winchell into their Broadhurst, a. 
Shubert house under A. & F. lease, 
after the Shuberts had insisted 
Winchell stay away. That was the 
occasion of “Nere’s Howe.” 


Doris Keane to Star 
In “Carita” on Coast 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Doris Keane has arrived from 
New York and will shortly go into 


production of a new play, “Carita,” 
in which she will be starred by 





‘| Homer Curran and Edward Belasco. 


The story was originally bought 
two years ago by Sam H. Harris 
for Jeanne Eagels. However, when 
Miss Eagels had her trouble with 
Equity, Harris turned the play back 
to the authors. ! 

Miss Keane will open in “Carita,” 
title of which will be changed, at 
the Curran in San Francisco April 
28. The play will be brought to the 
Belasco here. 





Craven Heads Home 


San Francisco, March 12. 
Frank Craven will not make 
northern tour with his “The 19th 
Hole.” Will close show at end of 
Columbia engagement March 16. 
Go direct to New York. 


“POPPA” CLOSING 


Failure to pay salaries Saturday 
nearly caused an abrupt closing of 
“Poppa” at the Hudson. Show is 
due to stop this week. 

As the cast waived the two weeks’ 
salary guarantee required by Equity, 
there was no action on the latter’s 
part. 








Kathryn Crawford Starring 
Los Angeles, Mareh 12, 

While Universal has had many 
bids for the loan of Kathryn Craw- 
ford, former stage actress, firm re- 
fuses to farm her out. 

Plans are to groom Miss Craw- 
ford for stardom with “The Climax” 
scheduled as her first starring pic- 
ture. 





Herbert Clark With Pathe 
Los Angeles, March 12. _ . 
Herbert Clark, recently in “Zep- 
pelin,’” in New York, under con- 
tract to Pathe. 
He will join studio steck company 
and arrives this week. 





Defer “Front Page” Case 

The injunction proceedings by the 
Shuberts to restrain A. L. Erlanger 
from booking “The Front Page” out 
of town was called for hearing last 
Friday, but was put over until to- 
morrow (Thursday). Joe Harris, 
producer of the show, is not known 





to have been served. 








entity Sia 
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Literati 





0. O. Reviewing 

0. O. McIntyre will resume scan- 
ning what is going on in the theatre, 
the purpose being to put such ob- 
servations as he may make into 
print for Life, the weekly magazine. 
The much syndicated doubie O suc- 
ceeds Robert Benchley as reviewer, 
the latter currently being on the 
water in pursuit of his annual 
European freedom. Benchley’s sepa- 
ration from Life is reported perma- 
nent. 

It's not a new angle for McIntyre 
inasmuch as he used to review for 
the New York Evening Mail and 
then traded wires with Ziegfeld as 
the producer's press agent. 

Benchley switches to “The New 
Yorker” as its dramatic critic in the 
fall, succeeding Charles Brackett 
whose three years’ contract expires 
at that time. 





Mightier Than Hoofing 


Checks which Life, the magazine, 
sends out each week addressed to 
Gracette go to a little girl who has 
been dancing in night clubs for the 
past four years. Her name is Bunny 
Hill 

Miss Hill is now a full fledged 
member of the staff working on mu- 
sic, reviews of phonograph records 
and the New York page signed 


‘Knickerbocker, Jr. She dpesn’t do 


much writing, but gets the mater- 
ial which Norman Anthony, editor, 
turns into copy. Miss Hill officially 
left the a. m. amusements a month 
ago, is now officially back again— 
this time with pad and pencil. 


Jimmy’s Shot 

Several sharp tilts and other 
high moments marked the annual 
luncheon of the Drama Study Club 
at the Hotel stor last Friday. 

Mayor Walker took a shot at 
someone when he decried condi- 
tions that made possible public 
ridicule of serious-minded public 
officials by “a man who comes here 
from out west with a stick of gum 
and a rope.” Goi applause. 

Harry Hershfield, relieving Jack 
Lait as toastmaster after the af- 
fair had already been four hours 
under way, called for a retraction 
from Anita Block, reader of for- 
eign plays for the Theatre Guild, 
who had read an address in which 
she pointed out that worthy dramas 
from abroad were far preferable to 
salacious native exhibits, Miss 
Block ate her words for dessert. 

Among the other speakers were 
Harry M. Warner, Frank McGlynn, 
Jack Pearl, Molly Picon, D. W. 
Griffith, Chevalier and Ralph Locke. 








Holmesdale Going Home 
Jeffery Holmesdale, seventh Earl 
of Amhert, is quitting the New York 
World, having tendered his resigna- 


,tion. He is going abroad for a rest 


but intends to resume his American 
newspaper work. 

Holmesdale, assistant dramatic 
editor, has been covering pictures 
lately. 





Hersholt a Bibliophile 


Jean Hersholt, the screen actor, 
has accumulated a valuabie collec- 
tion of 18th and 19th century books 
pertaining to Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
Charles Dickens, George Moore and 
Thomas Hardy as well as Hans 
Christian Andersen and the Danish 
classics. His collection on George 
Moore is described as one of the 
most valuable in the country. 





Marian Spitzer’s Book 


Marian Spitzer is getting two 
months’ leave of absence from the 
Fox scenario department to enable 
her to finish a book. based on stage 
and screen experience that is en- 
titled “Career,” 

Miss Spitzer started on the script 
before going to Hollywood last 
summer, but on account of her 
scenario work was unable to have 
it ready for spring. Her publisher, 
Horace Liveright, wants it immedi- 
ately, so she is going into seclusion 
to finish it. Then back to the sce- 
nario department, 





L. A. Tab’s Bulldog 


Daily Ulustrated News, two-cent 
Los Angeles morning tab, is print- 
ing an early evening bulidog edition. 
News was originally published by 
William K. Vanderbilt, Jr., who 
failed with the venture. E. Man- 
chester Boddy is the present pub- 
lisher. 

Up to this time News has not 
been on the street until dawn, but 
in order to cash in on the night 
trade is now out with a sunset edi- 
tion, for sale at six a. m. This 
beats the Examiner (Hearst) on the 


street by about an hour and is four 
hours.ahead of the Times. Examiner 
and Times selling at five, cents. 





Winchell’s Vaude Dates 


With Walter Winchell now barred 
from the Aarons and “Freedley 
shows, as well as from the Shubert 
houses, the Graphic’s critic is worry- 
ing less and less about Mr. Whalen’s 
theatre traffic. 

If Winchell ever gives up type- 
writing for a pair of hard shoes 
again he’s got a week in Cleveland, 
two in Detroit, and a week at the 
Chateau, Chicago, to play for Pan- 
tages. These are holdover dates 
from his last contract as an enter- 
tainer. Towns are safe, however, as 
he will continue to hide behind com- 
posite photographs. 





“Adriadine” Case April 8 

Case against Donald Freide and 
the firm of Covici-Freide, Inc., 
charged with publishing “Adria- 
dine,” by Mrs. Raddlyffe Hall, Eng- 
lish novelist, was adjourned until 
April 8. Freide is in Europe and 
the District Attorney agreed to post- 
ponement. 
Authoress also wrote 
Loneliness.” 


“Well of 





“Aviation” Sells Out 
McGraw-Hill’s offer for “Avia- 
tion,” oldest of the air publications, 
was too attractive, and the maga- 
zine has passed to the. control of 
that concern. It’s the 25th publi- 
eation in its chain. Covering the 


| principal trades with its great num- 


ber of publications, McGraw-Hill 
has been seeking to enter that of 
aviation for some time. “Aviation” 
was the first trade paper covering 
that industry, having been estab- 
lished 12 years ago. 





Boston Tab Soid 


Klober, owner of New York Mir- 
ror, bought daily Boston Advertiser 
(Hearst tab) last week. E. F. 
Harkins will be dramatic editor and 
critic of the Advertiser (to be 
known as the Record) under this 
new arrangement, while the Sunday 
Advertiser dramatic pages, for- 
merty under his editorship, will pass 
into the hands of Leo Gaffney, mo- 
tion picture editor of the Boston 
American. Nicholas Young remains 
as critic and editor on the American. 





No Technical Expert 


In filming “In the Headlines,” all- 
talking newspaper story, Warner 
Brothers has dispensed with the 
customary technical expert. 

Substitute advisory board com- 
prises Grant Withers, Joseph Jack- 
son and Jimmy Starr, all ex-news- 
papermen. 





Jack Curley, former New York 
newspaper man, not of the Chicago 
American, has been added to the 
M-G-M Coast studio publicity of- 
fices as a unit press agent. 





Gene Markey’s new novel, “Step- 
ping High,” deals with a stage danc- 
ing team. The publishers think it 
So good they are asking $2.50 a copy, 
instead of the customary $2. 





Combine in the writers’ publica- 
tion field has “Writer’s Digest” and 
“Writer’s Bulletin” teamed up be- 
ginning with the March issue. The 
“Writer’s Digest” title will be re- 
tained for the consolidated publi- 
cations. 





Skeets Miller, winner of the 
Pulitzer prize for journalism for his 
Floyd Collins scoop when of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal, is now 
general assistant to G.°W. (Johnny) 
Johnstone, NBC’s public relations’ 
counsel. 





Bobby Perkins, among the femme 
principals in the Marx boys’ “Ani- 
mal Crackers,” recently wrote and 
sold her first interview to a monthly 
magazine for $22.50. 

Miss Perkins’. sister, Grace, 
thought out “Angel Child,” wrote it, 
and saw it published in book form. 





Dawr. Powell, authoress of the 
novel “The Bride’s House,” has also 
written a three-act comedy titled 
“The Party.” She now has nothing 
to do but find someone to produce 
it. 





M. Koenigsberg, head of Kay 
Features, and recently made owner 
of two English newspapers in Ha- 
vana, sailed for that place last 
week. 








Damon Runyon has been booked 
for an operation. Appendix, 


} jamin B. McAlpin, Jr., of New York. 





There IS a Mrs. Santa 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Mrs. B. T. Morrison, patron 
of the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, has made a gift to 
the organization, offering to 
pay the interest on all indebt- 
edness of the Playhouse for 
the next 10 years. . 

Pasadena Community Play- 
ers are a non-commercial body, 
depending mostly on gifts of 
patrons for existence. 


RITZY 


Confirmed Bachelor Weds 
Charles Schwartz, considered a 
confirmed bachelor, was married 
last week to Virginia McKay, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Albert 
McKay, of Pittsburgh, and sister 
of the socially registered Mr. Ben- 

















Schwartz and Miss McKay recently 
attended the polo matches at Pebble 
Beach, California, as members of a 
party including Major Meicaife, 
former aide to the Prince of Wales, 
and Lady Alexandra Metcalfe, who 
was Lady Alexandra Curzon, daugh» 
ter of the late Lord and Lady Cur- 
zon, originally Mary Leiter, of Chi- 
cago. 

Schwartz is well known as a polo 
player, and also has a racing stable. 
He owns the jumper Jack Horner, 
winner of the English Grand Na- 
tional in 1926, and of Kentucky H, 
which won the Dwyer Stakes the 
following year. His brother, Morton 
L. Schwartz, was~- divorced by a 
society’ woman, Ella de Peyster, 
widow of William B. Shoemaker. 
She now ¢éalls herself Mrs. E. Morris 
de Peyster, and has homes on Fifth 
avenue and at Newport. Morton 
then married Eleonore Balke, 
daughter of divorced parents, Wil- 
liam Walter Balke and Mrs. Mc- 
Keown Balke, and heiress to some 
of the wealth of the Brunswick- 
Balke - Collender concern. The 
Schwartz sisters are Miss Corinne 
and Mrs. Laurent Oppenheim. The 
mother is Mrs. Moses Schwartz 
(Eugenia Lehman), of New York. 

The boys attended Public School 
No. 6, at 85th street and Madison 
avenue, a classmate being Melville 
Gideon, composer and producer, 
long established in London, who has 
backed ill-fated ventures on Broad- 
way. 





Cabaret and Pictures 

Lasteweek Lady Helen Cunliffe- 
Owen arrived at the Ritz, New 
York, to join her husband, Sir Hu- 
go Cunliffe-Owen, She was original- 
ly Helen Oliver, of Washington, Pa., 
and started as a cabaret singer. 
Later, she did extra work in pic- 
tures.as in “Marriage of Conven- 
ience,” filmed at the old Biograph 
studio in the Bronx, and in “A Ro- 
mance of the Underworld.” — 

She married and divorced Monte 
Brice, song writer and movie direc- 
tor. Brice sued Cunliffe-Owen for 
$500,000, but the case was settled 
out of court. Sir Hugo is a multi- 
millionaire tobacco man. His father 
was Philip ‘Cunliffe-Owen and his 
mother was the German Baroness 
Jennie von Richtenstein. Sir Hugo 
was divorced from a former wife, 
and she remarried. Monte Brice was 
the soh of Mrs. Catherine Mount, 
who married a son of the late Sena- 
tor Brice, of Ohio, in 190€ Stewart 
Meily Brice adopted the Mount boy, 
whose name was changed to Brice 
This Stewart Meily Brice died in 
1910 at Asbury Park, survived by a 
millionairess sister, Helen O. Brice, 
of New York and Newport. 





Vanderbilt’s Novels 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., is pub- 
lishing a series of novels, the first 
entitled “Reno,” with Palm Beach, 
Lake Shore Drive (Chicago). New 
port, Hollywood and Park Avenue, 
scheduled to follow. 

Several years ago he was cut off 
by his family, ignored by his father 
and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, and his grandmother, 
the dowager Mra, Cornelius Van- 
derbilt. Not only the whole Vander- 
bilt clan, but society in general, 
turned a cold shoulder on the spec- 
tacular youth who failed disas- 
trously as a publisher of tabloids in 
California and Florida, owing large 
sums of money. Later he rented a 
tiny flat in New York, and wrote- 
sensational denunciations of the 
smart set for newspapers and mag- 
azines. He entertained ultra-Bo- 
hemian persons, including his form- 
er tutor, the ex-Reverend Burton J. 
Baldwin, of Newport, who failed at 
running a boarding house, and com- 








mitted suicide after separating from 





London As It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, Feb. 22 

We have had the trouble of the freaks this week—and Sir Gerald 4 
Maurier. I don't know which excitement Was the best, or worst, or re 
more middle class. ™ 
The “Performer,” which is the organ of the Variety Artists’ Federa 
tion, denies, this week, that | was-responsible for the barring of the 
freaks, dnd says that R. H. Gillespie, the boss of Moss's Empires ve 
it on his own, ‘ bee 
This is very strange, because, Harry Claff, the chairman of the Variet 
Artists’ Federation, thanked me, on the telephone, last Sunday, almaak 
with tears in his eyes, for having exposed the scandal, and went so far 
as to be grateful that “a man of my magnitude” was now interesting 


himself in vaudeville. 
Facts About the Freaks 

The freaks, wi were once part of a show called “A Day in Coney 
Island,” an American road show, were allowed to perform for a whole 
week at the New Cross Empire before my exposure burst in the Sun- 
day Express. Then, on Sunday night, when we asked H. M. Tennant, 
booking manager of Moss's Empires, whether they were going on at 
Leeds, he said they did not know. On Monday morning, the Daily Ex- 
press announced a threat by the Leeds Watch Committee, and then, im- 
mediately, Moss's Empires gaye in. But for my exposure, therefore, it 
is reasonable to suppose the thing would have gone on. If it lasted one 
week on the Moss Empire stage, why should it not go on, if nobody 
raised a scream? 

Willi America Be Angry? 

“Why don't they give us a break?” said Fred La Reine, who brought 
the freaks from New York. “You can take your mother to see them. 
America wil) have a big surprise when we go back and tell: them the 
horrible things some of your people have said.” 

I don’t think America can feel very much about this matter. It is 
important to British vaudeville because it shows that if human de- 
formities can come in past the Ministry of Labor for exhibition on the 
music-hall stage, American vaudeville acts have no kick against any 
restrictions that they may have heard of. If freaks can come, surely 
anything can get through. . 





An American Tribute to Jimmy Welch 

Some years ago, Jimmy Welch, our finest human éomedian, told me 
he had sent over to Richard Le Gallienne, his brother-in-law, ahd the 
poet, then living, of course, in America, Le Gallienne’s daughter whom 
he, Jimmy, had brought up. 

“Thank you for the beautiful flower you have sent me,” wrote Le 
Gallienne back, a few weeks later. 

Then, a year or so ago, the daughter, now an American woman called 
Hesper Hutchison, came over to tell me she had tried fo find her uncle's 
grave in the New Forest, but that it was in such a condition that it took 
her a long time to find. She wanted to put a new cross over the grave, 
but the widow objected. ‘She tried to do all sorts of things, but there 
was trouble. Now, at last, after all kinds of bother with a church 
council, and the obtaining of a faculty, she has been allowed to put 
in Burley church a brass plate, for which Le Gallienne has written the 
words and included a quotation from Robert Louis Stevenson. 

I had bother about this memorial because, at two stages of its progress, 
I recorded one side of the case, It led to long explanations, one after 
the other. It is a pity that a great comedian’s memory should be 
blurred by such a squabble. 





Fame, Notoriety and Publicity 

Now, for Sir Gerald's first night. I had hoped our quarrel would have 
been over, for there is none on my side, believe me. But no, poor Louis 
Nethersole, the press manager, even got into a row just because, when 
Dennis Neilson-Terry produced “No Other Tiger” in du-Maurier’s the- 
atre, at Christmas, I was allowed to go. I Wonder if, when theatres 
are sold, nowadays, they will put a barring clause in the contract. 

The stalls audience was most carefully chosen for the first night, 
and, when I got back to the office, after going to a fight, I heard that 
seven policemen were inside the house to keep the gallery quiet. It 
could not have been true because Hubert Griffith recorded that “a sec- 
tion of the gallery did its best to behave disgracefuilly.” I don’t sup- 
pose he knew what happened. Critics seldom do. But, anyway, I am 
told that, on several occasions, the plot of “Fame” provided so accord- 
ing-to-plan that the gallery could not help anticipating what was coming. 

' Are All the Critics Afraid? 

People told me afterwards that “Fame” was just the bunk. Two girls 
named Carten had written it, and not much could have been expected 
from them. But the morning notices were those strange things of a kind 
that show that people are not being frank. Later on, the evening news- 
paper critics who, for some strange reason, are allowed to print the 
same sort of stuff that appears in the morning—why evening papers 
do not make them change their methods and,start where the morning 
papers leave off, I do not know—were strangely at variance. 

Hubert Griffith said, “A certain amount of sheer theatricalism is 
tolerable in a play . . . that is to be a big fashionable success on 
the scale of the St. James's.” I don’t know what that means. A man 
called Bulger on the Evening News said, “All is well at the St. James's 
theatre. Sir Gerald has found a real play with a real plot, excellent 
acting opportunities, and no little distinction of style.” 

All his statements, from what I can hear, are the reverse of the truth, 
but then Bulger would not know. 

The third one, A. E. Wilson, of the Star, says that “Two acts were 
tolerable if only for the naive picture of smart society,” but says that 
“The third act was interminably rambling and how poorly written. 
The actors could do nothing that induced interest or belief in characters 
that were devoid of any psychological basis.” 

That one, I should think, was telling the truth. It reads like it. 


Fashion Comes Back to Town ve 

Oh, by the way, a lot of fools went to “Fashion,” the other night. 
first came from America in 1850 and now it has come back. Pinheads 
laughed at it. They thought it was funny to erin when someone sang 
“I Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble Halls.” They wouldn't laugh at it if they 
heard it in “The Bohemian Girl,” so why they should laugh at it be- 
cause the singer wore side whiskers, I don’t know. = 

The baby boy Bulger of the Even'ng News said it was meant for an 
sophisticated. If this is sophistication, take me back to the prehisto 
days of Noel Coward, Will Rogers and Hiram K. Johnson. 

These baby boys should not be allowed except at Noel Céward shows, 
and when Gwen Farrar comes on, or if Ivor Novelle is round about. 





——— 





Fischer-Hanson, and then married 
William McNair. Her daughter, 
Vera, changed her name from Han- 
son to McNair, divorcing Reginald 
Hutchinson and marrying William 
Fairchild. 


the Swedish servant girl he had 
married. 

Cornelius, Jr. was divorced by 
Rachel Littleton, with whom his 
parents openly sided. Rachel, a half- 
sister of Martin W. Littleton, the 
lawyer, lafer married Jasper Mor- 
gan, and Vanderbilt married Mary 
Weir, who had divorced Waldo H. 
Logan, of Chicago. The Vanderbilts 
now live in Reno. His sister, Grace, 
married Henry G. Davis 3d. 





Helen Chandler With Fox 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Helen Chandler, who visited the 
Coast last summer and received ® 
screen test at M-G, has returned 
here with a Fox contract. 





Clifford Sr. is a first-cousin of 
Elvira Brokaw, who divorced Cari 
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Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 





ful, while 
pesioority or loss. The variance 


house capacities 
business 
wey is also considered. 


D (drama); ® (revue); 





Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
e the same gross accredited to others might suggest 


with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
ith consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
+t necessary for musica! attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
dmission scale given below. Key to classification: 
. M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


is explained in the difference in 


Variance 


C (comedy); 








ee 


Admission taz applies on tickets over $3. 


Immoral Lady,” Cort (16th 

ey (CD-1,094-$3). Business 
roved over_the very low levels 

of the week following Washing- 
ton’s Birthday; after this week it 
should be still better; “Lady” a 
ee pes wie 44th St. (21st 
imal Crackers, t a 8 
*Aniek) (M-1,323-$6.60. Jumped up- 
ward, finishing last week strong- 
ly; takings went to about $26,000. 
ekbi ds,” Eltinge (45th week) 
Been? $3). Colored revue ap- 
hing the year run mark 

which it should easily exceed; 
business not off from capacity 
pace maintained for months; $17,- 


» Boom,” Casino (7th week) 
(M_1,477-$5.50). One of those in 
between musicals; doubtful of a 
run; liberally cut-rated;  esti- 
mated around $20,000. 

thers,” 48th St. (12th week) 
(CD-969-$3). Developed into a 
winner; though not among the 
big money shows, is turning a 
weekly profit; over $10,000 quoted 

- Jast week. 
karoo,” Erlanger’s (ist week) 
wep 1520. $3). Presented by Ham- 
-* fiton MacFadden; written by A. 
_. W. and E. L. Barker and Charlies 
» Beahan; opens Thursday (March 


bee 14). 

Nberice,” Guild (11th week) (C- 
914-$3). Guild’s ace offering this 
season: will probably be among 
e the summer holdovers; still play- 
' ‘ing extra matinee and in nine 
performances, $21,000. 

_ “Congai,” Longacre (16th week) (D- 
1,019-$3). Moved here from Har- 
ris, which went into talkers, of- 

_ fering “The Singing Fool” (moved 
from Winter Garden; “Congai” 
around $11,000; cut rates aiding, 


Conflict,” Fulton (2nd week) (CD- 
. 913-$3). Drew fair notices; chances 
_ somewhat in doubt after mid- 
' week premiere; mid-week open- 
ing; fair thereafter. 


“Courage,” Ritz (23rd week) (D- 
_ 945-$3.85). Eased off somewhat 
but is considerably out in front 
and should stick well into spring; 
last week about $12,000. 


“Dynamo,” Beck (5th week) (D-1,- 

189-$3). Doubtful of going much 
» beyond the subscription period of 
. Bix weeks: pace of $15,500, two- 
) thirds subscription money. 

EI; t,” Booth (4th week) (D-708- 

_ $3),. Moved here from Longacre 
Monday; picked up last week, es- 

“timated between $5,000 and $6,000; 
out of the ordinary and may make 

“the grade yet. 

“Fioretta,” Earl Carroll (6th week) 
(M-968-$7.70). Costly to operate; 

» Pace claimed in. past two weeks 
Was around $38,000 mark; man- 
agement claims little profit de- 
spite impressive gross. 

“Follow Thru,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(10th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Rated 
as strongest in demand in agen- 
cies; a sell-out all performances; 
has corking lyric “Button Up Your 
Overcoat”; $41,000. 
ront Page,” Times Square (81st 
week ) (C-1,057-$3.85). Getting 
around $10,000 lately, but making 
money and ought to stick into mild 
weather; season’s first real hit. 

d Boy,” Hammerstein’s (22nd 





~~ 


week) (M-1,409-$6.60). Show and 


house being under same man- 
agement, this musical can get by 
at comparatively moderate gross- 

‘es; $20,000, estimated. | 

“Harlem,” Apollo (4th week) (D-1,- 
168-$3). Upward last week with 
comn endable Sunday comment of 

‘ definite aid; gross $13,000. 

Hello Daddy,” Cohan (12th week) 
(M-1,371-$5.50). Better here, too; 
takings were quoted at $19,000; 
not big for a musical of high type 
but better than s-me others. 

Hold Everything,” Broadhurst 
(23rd week) (M-1,477-$5.50). Rates 
with the best of the season’s mu- 
Sicals: has been selling out re- 
gardiess of conditions and betters 
$34,000 weekly. 
oliday,” Plymouth (16th week) 
(C-1,012-$3.85). Tops all the cur- 
rent comedies; last week again at 
$21,900, not much under capacity; 
cinch to hold over into summer. 
Ndiscretion,” Mansfield (2nd week) 
(S-1,050-$3). Got some good 
notices with chances somewhat in 
doubt but no ordinary attraction: 
ot week shaded better than $6,- 

“Kibitzer,” Royale (4th week) (C-1,- 
118-$3). Indications are for a run; 
00d business from the start; last 
Week takings claimed better than 

s $16,000. 
ady Fingers,” Vanderbilt (7th 
Week (M-771-$5.50). Never really 
into Stride; well regarded by 
audiences but must climb to 

ay tick; around $15,000 last week. 
et Us Be Gay,” Little (4th week) 
(C-530-$3.85). Scaled tilted half a 
uck; approximated capacity last 











week with takings claimed in ex- 
cess of $12,600; big in small 
house. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador (23rd 
week) (C-1,200-$3). Planned to go 
to tour about this time; business 
held up so well after removal here 
that date is now indefinite; slot- 
ted around $15,000. 

“Meet The Prince,” Lyceum (3rd 
week) (C-957-$3). Doing promis- 
ingly; mixed opinions as to play 
but box office draw tells different 
story; at $11,000 pace is okay con- 
sidering conditions. 

“Mima,” Belasco (14th week) (D-1,- 
000-$5.50). Morris Gest takes over 
show for balance of run and also 
for touring next season; out- 


standing production drama; got 
$20,000 again last week. 
“My Girl Friday,” Republic (4th 


week) (C-901-$3). Drew what is 
considered fairly good business 
last week, when claimed takings 
bettered $9,000. 

“Paris,” Music Box (23rd week) (C- 
1,000-$4.40). One week more to go 
with subway circuit probably to 
follow; tours in fall; did excel- 
lently until pre-spring slump and 
expected to stick; $11,000. 

“Pleasure Bound,” Majestic (4th 
week) (R-1,775-$5.50). Looks like 
this revue would last into warm 
weather; opening weeks very 
good with last week’s gross better 
than $36,000. 

“Poppa,” Hudson (12th week) (C-1,- 
094-$3). Final week; business 
has been averaging over $6,000 
weekly, with aid of parties and 
cut rates. 


“Serena Blandish,” Morosco (8th 
week) (C-1,893-$4.40). Ought to 
last through April; business not 


exceptional for show of the kind 
but still profitable; $12,000 last 


week. 

“She Got What She Wanted,” Wal- 
lack’s (2nd week) (C-770-$3). 
Started poorly; extra advertising 
used but opening week's gross 
just about $3,000. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (64th week) 
(M-1,150-$6.60). Plans for touring 
indefinite and may stay here an- 
other two months; business still 
profitable; around $33,000. : 

“Skidding,;” Bayes (43rd week) (C- 
861-$3). One curious run to small 
money, showing operating at 
probably legs cost than any show 
on the list; $4,000 estimated, 

“Solitaire,” Waldorf (ist week) (D- 
1,101-$3). Independently present- 
ed; tried out recently to mild re- 
ception: opened Tuesday. 

“Spring Is Here,” Alvin (ist week) 
(M - 1,387 - $5.50). Presented by 
Aaron: and Freedley; authored by 
Owen Davis, Richard Rogers and 
Lorenz Hart; highly rated in Phil- 
ly; opened Monday. 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (59th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Almost as 
strong as any drama on list de- 
spite long run; clicking to nearly 
$16,000 weekly. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (10th 
week) (D-879-$3.85). Went into 
lead of the non-musical shows two 
weeks ago and easily holds that 
spot; nine performances for near- 
ly $22,000, the pace. 

“That Ferguson Family,” Bijou 
(12th week) (CD-605-$3). Claimed 
to be moving to another theatre 
but doubtful; low gross attrac- 
tion; “The Lady From the Sea” 
opens here next week. 

“The Age of Innocence,” Empire 
(16th week) (C-1,099-$4.40). Ought 
to stick through spring; consist- 
ent draw, with grosses lately over 
$14,000. 

“The Broken Chain,” Masque (4th 
week) (D-700-$3). Final week; 
here Monday from Elliott with 
extra week’s continuance probably 
made to protect picture rights. 

“The Houseboat on the Styx,” Lib- 
erty (12th week) (M-1,202-$5.50). 
Liberally cut rated and the week’s 
pace is about -$14,000; no profit 
for musical of the kind. 

“The Kingdom of God,” Ethel Bar- 
rymore (13th week) (D-1,100- 
$3.85). Final week; Saturday per- 
formances missed through Ethel 
Rarrymore’s illness; house will go 
dark until Easter, then “The Love 
Duel.” 

“The New Moon,” Imperial (26th 
week) (O0-1,446-$5.50). Looks like 
a cinch into or through summer 
with little operetta opposition; 
better again last week; over $36,- 


000. 

“The Red Robe.” Shubert (12th 
week) (O-1,395-$5.50). Another 
operetta making money but not 
getting big grosses; estimated 
average $25,000. 

“The Town’s Woman,” Craig (ist 
week (CD-1,200-$3). Presented in- 
dependently; written by Martin 
Mooney and Thompson Burtis; 
opened Monday night. 

“The Whispering Gallery,” ‘9th St 
(5th week) (1D-708-$3). Mystery 
piece getting a little coin and may 


‘Interlude’ $25,000 in L. A. 
Opera Troupe Hurts Others 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Unusual array of attractions cur- 
rent here includes Eugene O'Neill's 
“Strange Interlude,” an English 
troupe in Gilbert and Sullivan rep- 
ertory, and the Chicago Civic Opera 
headed by Mary Garden. 


Estimates for ‘Last Week 


Biltmore — “Strange Interlude” 
(Ist week). Eugene O’Neill getting 
‘big innings; Pasadena Community 
Playhouse currently featuring his 
“Lazarus Laughed” with ambitious 
production; Biltmore took the lead 
of local legits with hefty $25,000. 

Auditorium—Chicago Civic Opera. 
Opened Friday with Mary Garden in 
“Thais”; bringing out the shirt- 
fronts and hurting legits generally. 








‘Spring’ Big at $33,000; 
Tops Philly Musicals 


Philadelphia, March 12. 

There was only one real smash 
in town among nine. The new 
Aarons & Freedley musical tryout, 
“Spring Is Here,” went to capacity 
after the middle of the week and 
reported $33,000 for its second and 
final week at the Shubert. This 
one clicked here more strongly 
than any of firm's series of offer- 
ings since “Oh Kay.” It could have 
stayed another three weeks with 
ease. 

“Blackbirds” was next in line 
among the musicals but colored re- 
vue slid off somewhat from its for- 
mer pace. The show was in its 
sixth week at the Garrick. The 
$23,000 figure looked okay all 
around and there is no question 
about “Blackbirds” ability to ride 








Mason — D’Oyly Carte Opera. 
“Ruddigore,” “Pirates of Penzance” 
and “Gondoliers” on three-way split 
were worth $20,000; highly profit- 
able engagement. 

Belasco — “Front Page” 
week), Extra midnight show Sat- 
urday; still strong at $13,000. 

Figueroa — “House of Women” 
(ist week). Around $8,000, okay. 

Majestic—“The Swan” (7th week). 
Move downtown from Vine Street 
benefiteed this one; natty $10,000. 

Vine Street—“Weak Sisters” (34d 
week). So-so at $5,500; new attrac- 
tion now rehearsing. 

Hollywood Playhouse—‘‘Mother’s 
Millions” (5th week). Even keel 
for Duffy $1.25 attractions; $5,300 
means profit. 

President — “The Skull” (6th 
week). Machine-made mystery okay 
at box office; $5,100. 

El Capitan—"Lightnin’” (5th and 
final week). Out after short but 
neat revival; final take, even $5,000. 

Mayan—“The Squawk” (24 week). 
Nothing here; giving out coups 
last week redeemable at box office 
os ta ape “exchange fee”; maybe 
4,500. 


(10th 





Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, March 12. 

Duffy’s Alcazar made ten-strike 
with first week of “Skidding” with 
Clara Blandick. 

Name of 8S. F. Repertory Theatre 
dropped from John Galsworthy’s 
“Escape” at Geary. Fear public 
would get idea play too high-brow. 
Opening quiet, but biz picked up 
later in week. 

Craven went fairly well in third 
week of “The 19th Hole” at Co- 
lumbia, “Silent House” at Curran 
trailed along. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—“The Silent House,” one 
week more to go; $11,000. 


/ 
Geary—“Escape.” Opened slow 
but picked up; $14,000. . 
Columbia — “The 19th Hole. 


Third and next to last week; about 
$11,250. 


Alcazar—‘Skidding.” Opening 
week fine; $5,800. 
President—"The Skull.” Second 


week; strong at about $5,000. rn 
Green Street—“Easy for Zee Zee. 
Looks like perpetual; $2,600. 





be making a profit at claimed 
ace over $6;000. 

“This Year of Grace,” Selwyn (19th 
week) (R-1,167-$6.60). One week 
more to go; will tour principal 
stands, booked for about 10 
weeks; last week, $22,000. 

“Three Cheers,” Globe (22nd week) 
(M-1,416-$6.60). Was slightly af- 
fected after Feb. 22 with the gross 
approximating $37,000; last week 
“was a bit better; stand-out musi- 
cal. 

“Whoopee,” New Amsterdam (15th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). No dent in 
the great grosses of this show, 
which ought to run a year on 
Broadway; over $49,000 every 
week. 

“Young Alexander,” Biltmore (1st 
week (C-1,000-$3). Presented in- 
dependently; written by Harwick 
Nevin; well thought of at try-out; 
opened Tuesday. 

“Zeppelin” (9th week (D-1,015-$3). 
Final week; going to subway cir- 
cuit; mystery piece got modest 
grosses but should do well on 
tour; was getting a bit over 35,000 
lately. ; 

Special Attractions—Little 


Theatres 


“The Black Crook,” revival; Lyric, 
Hoboken. 

“After Dark,” revival; making a run 
at Rialto, Hoboken. 

French musical comedy company; 
Jolson’s. 

“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins. 

“The Earth Between,” Province- 
town. 

“Playing With Love,” Cherry Lane; 

closed Sunday. 

“Airways, Inc.,” Grove Street; closes 

this week end. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
Hampden’s. 

“Sun-Up,” La Verne; revival. 

“The Yellow Jacket,” Coburn; 
vival, 

“S. S. Glencairn,” Garrick; revival. 

“Bare Facts,” Triangle. 


revival, 


re- 


Civie Repertory, 14th Street; Eva 
la Gallienne’s company; 1léth 
Street. 





Ruth Draper, monologs; Comedy. 


through Lent, After that it should 
come back and hang on till May, as 
originally indicated. The house has 
nothing lined up in prospect. 

The bottom fell out of “Good 
News” business after four excel- 
lent weeks at the Chestnut. Last 
week’s gross under $20,000, and. the 
management announcing “last two 
weeks.” This would leave the 
house dark Holy Week with “Blos- 
som Time” coming in Easter Mon- 
day. There is, of course, a pogssi- 
bility that “Good News” may re- 
act after the advertising of the 
final weeks but likely to go out the 


23rd. 
Repeats M. S. G, 


The two other repeaters “Vaga- 
bond King” and “‘Rose-Marie” were 
even tougher. The former under 
George Wintz’s management, using 
a $2 top at the Erlanger, failed to 
make the grade, departed after two 
poor weeks. Last week hardly 
more than $7,000. “Rose-Marie,” 
with a higher scale, did even worse. 
a on two weeks short of $20,- 
Of the dramas, “This Thing 
Called Love,” at the Adelphi was 
best, and even that comedy did 
nothing to boast of despite fine 
notices. It did show increasing 
strength during the week, however, 
and the management hopes to 
make a run. 

“The Command to Love” took a 
terrible drop in third and final 
week at the Walnut. Gross was re- 
ported under $7,500, Initial pace 
over $13,000. 

This continental comedy was in- 
tended to stay four weeks on its 
return visit. It closed a long and 
successful tour Saturday night in 
the same house that saw its opening 
over a year ago. 

“Passion Preferred,” brought into 

the Broad for a single week only, 
got favorable notices but failed to 
attract. Gross under $5,000. But 
the management took advantage of 
Walnut’s being dark this week to 
move the Carr comedy in for an- 
other week. 
The worst flop of the week was 
“Fallen Leaves,” the Frances Starr 
vehicle, which folded up at the 
Lyric Saturday night after two mis- 
erable tryout weeks. 

This week sees two houses dark— 
Erlanger and Forrest—and has four 
openings. “Security,” Margaret An- 
glin’s latest, came into the Lyric for 
a fortnight; Louis Mann opened a 
revival of “Friendly Enemies” at 
Keith’s for a similar period; Mitzi 
arrived at the Shubert in “Lovely 
Lady,” and “The Suicide Club” be- 
gan two weeks at the Broad. 

On April 1 “The Bachelor’s Fa- 
ther” comes to the Broad: the Mask 
and Wig’s new show, “This Way 
Out,” to the Erlanger; “Blossom 
Time” to the Chestnut; “This Year 
of Grace” to the Forrest, and Helen 


Estimates for Last Week 
“This Thing Called Love” (Adel- 
phi, 24 week). Modern comedy re- 
ceived fine notices and picked up 
after a weak start. Reported close 
to $9,000, with this week starting 
twice as strong. 

“Security” (Lyric, 1st week). New 
Margaret Anglin vehicle opened two 
weeks’ engagement. 

“Fallen Leaves” folded up Satur- 


day. Not more than $3,000. 
“Good News” (Chestnut, 6th 
week). Return musical cemedy an- 


nounces last two weeks. 
der $20,000. 

“Passion Preferred” (Walnut, one 
week only). Alexander Carr com- 
edy moved down here from Broad. 
“Command to Love” down to $7,- 
500 or less in final week. 

“Friendly Enemies” (Keith's, 1st 
week). Louis Mann revival in for 
two weeks. House dark last week. 
“The Suicide Club” (Broad, Ist 
week). Dramatization of Stevenson 
story in for two weeks. 

“Passion Preferred” around $5,000 


last week. 

“Lovely Lady” (Shubert, Ist 
week). Mitzi musical comedy in for 
two weeks, perhaps more. 

“Spring Is Here” led the town last 
week with around $33,000. 
“Blackbirds” (Garrick, 7th week). 
Colored revue off several pegs, but 
still strong at $23,000. 


Chorus Ass’n Board 

The Actors’ Equity Chorus Asso- 
ciation has chosen Charles Mc- 
Clelland and Maude Carleton to the 
Executive Committee to serve out 
the unexpired term of (Miss) Ter- 
ence Swinton and Charles Salton 
resigned. 


Well un- 








Hayes in “Coquette” to the Lyric. A 
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‘JARNEGAN UP, 
94,000 IN CHI 


Chicago, March 12. 
Legit biz was terrible. It about 
passed out. Cry of Lent. 
Out of the eight dramatic shows, 
four couldn’t get over the $10,000 
mark, while only two attractions 
managed to hit over 20 grand. Musi- 
cal field not much better. “Rosalie,” 
the cheer leader of that class, took 
a dip of about $4,000. Appears the 
dopesters figured right on “Rio 
Rita” nudging its sister piece at pop 
prices. Both Zieggy shows are now 
running almost neck and neck with 
not $2,000 difference. 
George Choos’ “Hello Yourself,” 
nearest competitor to Ziegfeld, is 
pulling out after next week with 
nine weeks of excellent trade. War- 
ing band a draw here. Shuberts 
opened “White Lilacs” in the tiny 
Selwyn to mediocre results, pitting 
that operetta against “Music In 
Mav” and it doesn’t seem as if 
either will be helped. Majestic re- 
lit Sunday night with “Gay Paree” 
for only two weeks. 
“Jarnegan” forged ahead to lead 
the non-musicals. It took Bennett 
to dislodge “Diamond Lil” from the 
top niche. The Mae West thing is 
dropping off gradually but not 
enough to hurt and will probably 
stay around for at least four or five 
weeks more. 
Two houses went dark this week 
with “Skidding” doing just that 
from the Studebaker and “High 
Road” doing the same at the Black- 
stone. Nothing set for the former 
house while latter will be shuttered 
until the 31st w" -~ “Dracula” comes 
in. Playhouse, dark all season with 
the exception of seven weeks, comes 
to life ag-'n on the 19th with “The 
Beggar's Opera. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Diamond Lil” (Apo"”. 7th week). 
Demand letting down but still big 
and profitable at $21,000. 
“Mary Dugan” (Adelphi, 29th 
week). Figured about $1,000 on the 
nut at $10,000. Has been staying 
pretty close to even right along. 
“Skidding” (Studebaker, 3d and 
last week). Never had a chance. 
About $9,000 on windup. 
“And So To Bed” (Garrick, 24 
week). Couldn’t better previous 
week; again about $10,000. 
“Jarneqan” (Woods, 34 week). 
Picked up about a grand over last 
week to hit $24,000; in top form and 
should stay that way for some time. 


(Continued on page 55) 


“Souris” in Boston 
$21,000; “Dugan” Good 


Boston, March 12. 

Business showed a tendency to 
slip off in most cases but the losses 
didn’t amount to much, none more 
than $1,000. 
Town pretty well balanced with 
musicals and dramatics about even. 
Some of the dramas’ sag might be 
traced to weather and Lent. 
“Manhattan Mary” led the town 
for second week in succession. En- 
gagement looks stronger as nothing 
booked in to compete. “Mary Du- 
gan” at the Wilbur led dramatics. 
While the last weeks of this show 
are announced there is little chance 
of it being pulled while the gross 
continues around present figure. 

After this week “The Jealous 
Moon” will be laid aside by Jane 
Cowl and she will use “Paola and 
Francesca.” 
“The Other Man,” a comedy which 
came into the Hollis last week after 
that theatre had seen several weeks 
of darkness, didn’t do so badly. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Shubert—“Manhattan Mary” (3d 
week). Did $29,000, within $1,000 of 
week before. 
W ilbur—“Mary Dugan” (8th 


week). Still leading the dramatics 
here with $15,000. 
Plymouth—“The Jealous Moon” 
(Jane Cowl). Off $3,000 to a gross 
of $14,000. 

Colonial—“Billie” (10th week). 
Despite opposition continues to plug 
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along at comfortable pace. $21,000, 
same as week before. 
Hollis—“The Other Man” (24 


week). In first week, taking over a 
house dark for a few weeks comedy 
did well with $9,000. 


Majestic—“Chauve Souris.” In 


first week here did $21,000, up with 
the leaders. 





Pittsburgh Figures 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 
“Scandals” took b. o. honors, pull- 
ing around $46,500 for the Alvin at 
$4.40 top. 

At the Pitt, Dorothy Gish couldan’t 
get started in “Young Love”: did 
around $11,000. Biz picked up later 


in week, but too late to make high 
figure. Women went for Gish 
name. 

Fritz Leiber, in Shakesnearian 


repertoire. had a nice time at Nixon, 
getting close to $20,000. School 
children flocked. 
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Morris Gest Has the Distinguished Honor to Announce 


| : that by Arrangement with 


avid Belasco || 








He Has Undertaken the Further Presentation of 


LENORE ULRIC 


in Mr. Belasco’s Masterpiece 


ao et “MIMA” 


with SIDNEY BLACKMER 











Adapted by Mr. Belasco from “The Red Mill” of Ferenc Molnar 



































. From Central Europe's Greatest Stage Director: From the World’s Greatest Singing Actor: 
DAVID BELASCO SEATS DAVID BELASCO 
BELASCO THEATRE BELASCO TEAHTRE 
: NEW YORK CITY FOUR NEW YORK CITY 
8 PERMIT ME TO oa ne vag'e Ne cart: WEEKS I AM COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED # 
{ eeeOeaen Line Meayl mtr: BY YOUR MARVELOUS PRODUCTION 
2 STOP PLEASE TELL LENORE ULRIC } : AND PEEADY INTERESTING PEAY 
sg THAT I ADMIRE HER MORE THAN IN STOP THANK YOU AND LENORE: | 
‘a. EVER STOP YOURS DEVOTEDLY ULRIC FOR GREAT ENJOYMENT 
ie ak BEINGARDT ADVANCE FYODOR CHALIAPIN 
5 a ¢ 1 9 : 
a - f 
3s 
5 f 
4 
if BELASCO THEATRE $335, sits ttt: 
E.of B’way Thursdays and Saturdays, 2:30 
cm 
3 4 % By this arrangement, MR. BELASCO has made it possible for MR. GEST to keep the promise which he made 
4 E last week in Boston on the stage of the Majestic Theatre, after the premiere of Balieff's Chauve-Souris, 
a + to try to induce MR. BELASCO to send “‘Mima’’ there. 
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Plays on Broadway 


SPRING IS HERE 


Alex A. Aarons and Vinton Freedley 
ysical comedy production in two acts (six 
— nes) at the Alvin, socuing March 11 to a 
a7) top. Book by Owen Davis, lyrics by 
eng Hart, music by Richard Rodgers. 
Staged by Alexander Leftwich; dances by 
Bobby Connolly; settings by John Wenger; 


costumes by Kiviette. Chorus of 24; men 
number i-. : 

Emi JOY. ccccccccsecsess Maidel Turner 

=A - oan * ocecee e0eseccese Thelma White 

_ Jane. «sees eet tereeeeees — ag ped 

AldON. ceccccerersssereees ck eene 

: erie Slade...«++ eeecee eccceecs Gil Squires 

Peter Braley..o+seeessese--Charles Ruggles 


Betty ...++-++++* seesocecosecascAen Tam 
Btacy Haydon......++.++++++-John Hundley 
Terry Clayton....ses+eeee+++-Glenn Hunter 
"Rita COMWAY.«-esceereceeers Joyce Barbour 


Bicceeee ececseccscseeseress Cy ye id 
’ RTP ETTEOe eee eee wis ‘arker 
Policeman sececeeescescssoseces Frank Gagen 
Victor Arden and Phil Ohman at the Pianos 





“Spring Is Here” is a moderate 
‘guccess. By standards of longevity 
#t should eke out a moderate stay 
at the Alvin, but as an entertain- 
ment it is spotty. Running a bit 
jong, the pruning and chopping may 
prove beneficial. It’s a summery 
musical, the first act of which js 
fair with a second stanza starting 
glowly and accelerating to a brighter 
ish. 
Paere are two debut perform- 
ances associated with it: Owen Da- 
vis’ initial libretto and Glenn Hunt- 
er’s initial performance in a mus- 
ical. He does the same,characteris- 
tically shy role as the timid lover, 
making a poor book assignment 
stand up, although there are spots 
.where the script handicaps are too 
much for him. It is in these mo- 
ments that he seems miscast. He 
cannot handle songs but his dialog 
accomplishments lends the libretto 
_a stamp of the legitimate to such 
‘an extent that “Spring Is Here,” at 
times, suggests being more of a 
play with songs rather than a mus- 
ical comedy. 
In the main the book touches on 
arce. Charles Ruggles, that excel- 
mt farceur, does much to carry it 
along as the parent of Inez Court- 
_ney and Lillian Taiz, the ingenuc. 
There was some misgiving about 
the latter, but Miss Taiz handled 
herself with creditable charm, im- 
pressing personably and singing in- 
gratiatingly. 
' John undley, the juvenile, is 
wholly impressive, so much so’that 


- the plot turn, with the bashful beau 


(Hunter) emerging romantically 
' victorious, leaves a doubtful im- 
pression. It is Hundley who duets 
. the only hit song, the ballad “Song 
in My Heart,” with Miss Taiz. There 

even no extenuating circum- 
stances to tinge his role with a 
slightly menacing touch for pur- 


- poses of plot. 


In truth, Davis’ book is a curious 


continuity. It seesaws. It is some- 
‘what of a departure from musical 


libretto standards. Davis, being the 
‘dramatist that~he is, has built his 


‘story more for plot and situation 
‘ rather than innocuous musical com- 
' edy romanticism. It is just the type 
' of book, of course, in which a Glenn 


Hunter would fit. 

It has the conventional trim- 
mings, however. Bobby Connolly’s 
dances are expert. His 24 girls 
maneuver briskly -with a dozen 
manly gentlemen of the ensemble 


. for contrast. 


Miss Courtney cavorts in stand- 
ard style opposite Dick Keene, a 
good second juv. Gil Squires is 
fairly diverting, although it re- 
mained for the Publix-serviced Cy 
Landry to wham ’em with his ec- 
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centric dance specialty, Landry 
might not have fitted in with the 
locale and the personnel, but his 
personal impression more than 
counter-balanced, Thelma White 
as second soubret, and Joyce Bar- 
bour in a sympathetic assignment 
were iikewise serviceable. 

‘rs and Hart’s songs will 
Cs ute not a little to what meas- 
ure of moderate success this entry 
will achieve. They have a good 
ballad wow in “Song in My Heart.” 
There are any number of dance floor 
potentialities included, Any of 
these may step out via the hoofing 
parlors and the ether as instru- 
mental hits, including “Rich Man! 
Poor Man!” “Why Can’t I?” “Red 
Hot Trumpet,” “Baby’s Awake Now” 
and “Yours Sincerely.” 

“Spring Is Here” is disappointing 
after the out-of-town reports, but 
the combination of the Davis book, 
the songs and the distinguished peo- 
ple in the cast—Hunter, Miss Court- 
ney, Ruggles, et al_—should contrib- 
ute towards a favorable ultimate, 
sufficient, at least, to carry it into 
late spring or early summer. 


“e. Abel. 
CONFLICT 


Comedy drama in three acts by Warren 
F. Lawrence, presented at the Fulton, 
March 6, by Spad Producing Co., Inc.; 
staged by Edward Clarke Lilley. 

Roger Winship Edward Arnold 





Chet Tomteem ..cccccccsce George Meeker 
Ruth Winship ........ e++e Peggy Allenby 
B, MEME. occccccceeecose ecccecce Lois Arnold 
Mary Bishop .....ccccssecee Dennie Moore 
Richard Banks ......++++:. - Spencer Tracy 
MB ROGMRM cb cece cvicsoscoseas Charles Scott 
Lieut. ‘*Pop’’ Touso ......... Seth Arnold 
Sgt. ‘‘Chink’’ Burt .....+.. Frank McHugh 
Reem.” BOO ccccsccvceveeses Joseph Boland 
Lieut. Anderson .....s+-ee08 David Mann 
Lieut. Williams .....escercese Jack Mead 


Albert Van Dekker 
Jack Bennett 
Mabel Allyn 


Baron Von Mueller ... 
A Bartender 
Daisy Hall 


eee meee eeee 


Cee eee eee eee eeee 





This is the first production try by 
George Horn, formerly a vaudeville 
agent and now presumably of Wall 
Street. “Conflict” impresses as a 
somewhat uneven play, one that has 
been presented cleverly but one of 
illusive purpose, with never quite a 
consummation. Chances are against 
an agency call and limited engage- 
ment likely. 

“Conflict” was authored by War- 
ren F. Lawrence, brother of Vincent 
Lawrence, the Boston golf crack 
who turne@® out a couple of suc- 
cesses on Broadway. The latter di- 
rected the play although another 
name, that of Lilley, appears on the 
program. Warren wrote “Quick- 
sands,” a short run piece of last 
season. It had two pretty good acts. 
Later revised it went into stock and 
has been doing well. 

The new play was first known as 
“Scars,” more apt as a title than 
“Conflict” since it treats of matters 
after the war-rather than with it. 
The first act was very good. There 
was no more war thereafter and it 
developed into a story of a busted 
romance. Were the last two acts as 
interesting as the first, “Conflict” 
would s’and a real chance. 

The story captures a hint of the 
days just as America entered the 
war. The scene is the drawing room 
of Ruth Winship, heiress. Chet 
Touteen, a cultured lad, has just 
enlisted. Richard Banks, a clerk, 
has been drafted. But ag the scene 
changes to the quarters of a flight 
commander overseas, it is Banks 
who is a flying ace, while Chet is 
just a doughboy. 

In his Sam Browne, Dick Banks 
is quite a fellow back home. His 
rise as a crack aviator appears to 
have swollen his head, not that he 
is a bad sort of chap. Ruth was 
engaged to Chet but she succumbs 
to Dick’s wooing and they are mar- 
ried. A few months later, when 
Dick has given up his position in a 
broker’s office and is aimless, his 
home life becomes ticklish. Ruth 
is patient and apparently much in 
love with him. He overhears a 
phone conversation between her and 
Chet and that is the finish of the 
romance. Calmly he tells her he 
no longer cares while his top kicker 
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ZANG 


Studio, 138 WEST 58th STREET, New York 


Chink Burt calml; stands by. 
this is quiet but effective drama. 

The last scene finds Dick, Chink 
and “Pop,” another wartime flier, 
angling f-- - big commercial flying 
job, which Dick finally gets and 
they beat it for Chicago. Along 
with them goes Mar~ Bishop, a typ- 
ist whem Dick had turned down 
when Ruth had come into his life. 

Spencer Tracy did an excellent 
job as Dick and one didn't feel the 
boy was the snob he was. Peggy 
Allenby did her Ruth quite capably. 
Frank McHugh amused as Chink, 
the hard-boiled, faithful, wise- 
cracking serreant. Seth Arnold 
likewise in a drier manner as Pop, 
a flying companion of Dick's. Al- 
bert Van Dekker handled a corking 
bit, that of a German baron brought 
down by Dick just before the armis- 
tice. Edward Arnold, o. k. as Ruth's 
middle-aged uncle. 

“Conflict” just misses, but is a 
sincere, intellirent try. Ibee. 


BLACK CROOK 


Revival of the famous genesis of bur- 
lesque extravaganza in this country, done 
by the Morley-Throckmorton-Milliken-Grib- 
ble group. Twenty principals and two 
score girls, besides a sextette of chorus 
boys. Piece in heaven knows how many 
scenes. Staged by Harry Wagstaff Gribble. 
Sets designed by Cleon Throckmorton. 
Musica! numbers arranged and invented by 
Pearl Eaton and ballets created and staged 
by Agnes De Mille. At the Lyric, Hoboken, 
N. J., starting March 11. 


All 


ROGOIphe. .cccccccccccceseses Byron Hatfield 
Count Wolfenstein.......... Joseph Holicky 
Hertzog (The Black Crook)..Anthony Andre 
GLOPPO. .-cccccccccccvedevcses Edgar elson 
Von PuffengruntzZ......eseeeess Paul uber 
Wolfgar....cseess eeeccesesssCharles Reilly 
Bruno. ..+.+. eceececceeecess+-Wictor Kilian 
CAGROP. ch cccccscvcces eeees. Warren Leonard 
Amin@,....sescesseeseeeeess+-Bunice Howard 
Carline.2.....se0. eevces eecces Beth Meakins 
Rosetta. ..-ssccevees eseseessskelinor Meeker 
Dame Barbara...... eceseess- Mary Stauber 
Stalacta.......see0s cccsoceses Hazel L. Cox 
Dragonfin....csccseseseces rge Hermann 
Zamiel.......++ eseseesess-Gilman Williams 
Sulphura.......+ eevececcccess Miss Roxanne 
Skuldawelp...... Coccrereccceses Archie Onri 
Redglare........ eeeeees-George Warrington 
Stickleback...... Cocccccceceses Joe Schrode 





Second venture of these guides to 
the new and esoteric seacoast of 
Bohemia by the coterie who put 
Hoboken on the Broadway crowd’s 
amusement map. Whether it’s go- 
ing to be as popular as the Rialto 
where they do hectic old dramas 
with an artless insouciance is a 
question. 

Opening performance was scarcely 
a gauge. It didn’t start until 9:10 
and your messenger moved out at 
12, by which time they had done 
only two of the four acts. 

Classic old piece is ingenuous en- 
tertainment, Premiere audience pro- 
vided its own laughs by catcalling, 
singing with the orchestra and josh- 
ing some of the bits, but they had 
to pump up enthusiasm and gen- 
erate their own steam. They grew 
listless before midnight and ended 
in being quite carried away by a 
trick dog and a clown, quite the 
best variety turn of the kind this 
reporter ever saw. Name is Top- 
ping and Tip and it was rung in 
during the big ballet, reproduced 
complete from the original produc- 
tion in Niblo’s Garden, New York, 
in 1866. 

It’s all guileless, mild stage spec- 
tacle. Pulpits of the nation railed 
against the ballet in 1866, but in 
these days it wouldn’t give a kick 
to the Ohio film censors. After all 
there’s something to be said for a 
musical show that hasn’t an adagio 
team, a blackbottom, a Charleston 
or an orchestra pit populated by 
saxophone players. This one is 
guiltless of all those things. There 
isn’t @ smart crack in the whole 
book. Only long and stilted speeches 
which are vaguely funny. Some of 
the numbers are amusing in their 
naive way, as fcr instance, the line 
of girls who go into a song like that 
old favorite of ham hoofers, “Walk- 
ing in the Park One Day,” and then 
into a nifty tap step te interrupt 
the strain. 

A line of eight hefty Amazonian 
dames was trotted out for one num- 
ber, but they handled the doggerel 
number, “I Sing Because I Sing,” 
disclosing several voices that dis- 
armed ridicule and made the mob 
laugh with them instead of at them. 
Another number, solo this time, that 
stood up on merit was the graceful 
handling of a comic song with side 
business involving the gray headed 
bass viol player. The mob hopped 
on this for congregation singing and 
a wise orchestra leader helped them 
keep it going, for perhaps the live- 
liest bit of informal fun of the even- 
ing. 
They say the beer is good in the 
vicinity. A number of places ad- 
vertise discreetly in the old fash- 
ioned program and they hand you 
cards as you leave identifying 
others. That’s a help to the show 
from the Broadway trek angle and 
the show is worth the trip for his-— 
toric interest, showing what the 
tired business man of ante-bellum 
days got, and just how far ahead 
the musical comedy purveyors of 
1929 have not progressed from those 
far off standards. 

Production is garish and self-con- 
sciously elaborate, reproducing the 
| florid style of the original. It has 
‘plenty of trap doors and lifts from 
the cellar that work ‘~ haphazard 
manner and make the players ter- 
ribly nervous, a touch that ought 
to be built up. It has much flying 
about on aerial wires and flaring of 
magnesium or whatever it is that 
devils explode in—pantomimes, and 
there is engaging humor in the bunk 
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of the whole spectacular technique. 
It’s not as uproarious as the stilted 
drama at the Rialto, but it’s a novel 
and sprightly way to spend an even- 
ing when they have the proceedings 
knitted up to a time limit within 
human endurance. It’s worth the 
trip to see Toppings pup and the 
blonde soprano who looks like Lil- 
lian Russell] somewhat, and plays 
with regal dignity while the gallery 
is razzing. There’s a trouper. 


Rush. 


THE TOWN’S WOMAN 


drama in three acts by Martin 
Mooney 


and Thompson Burtis, who pre- 
sented it at the Craig March 11; staged 
by Ralph Murphy. 
Shirley Hudson............ Gladys Criewold 
Sc A cedvthw det 6andeses oeekus Pearl Hight 
i? TE: <stie doscetées tna es Don Darcy 
William Hudson............. Frank Monroe 
in thd caus Cention adh< at Joseph Granby 
Se: MR. «0 Ln caciedhawan Jack McKee 
Ee, GOrGam LAG. occceccsecce Edward Keane 
ow. eee Helen Baxter 
SR nis cdeitabne 00 tiensseed 6%tas Bill Cox 
i tiheabireddha t0'ebcbenl dnc Jerry Kennedy 
NED 5 604000050000 0b060'e Mary Hutchinson 
SU. cuneentthscedecks Ross Hertz 
Chrystal Waters...............4 Astrid Jason 
Stewart Sands........... Norman V. Pearce 
Lowell Gardner.......... Charles O'Donnell 





“The Town’s Woman” as a title 
might indicate a naughty play, but 
it isn’t really, although there are 
some broad insinuations and there 
are too many oaths. Monday night 
the show impressed as trying to 
cover a lot of territory, perhaps too 
much. Its laugh content is confined 
to two characters, on rather briefly 
in the second act. 
drama it figures to be ap in-be- 
tween attraction, doubtful of mak- 
ing the grade. 

Martin Rooney and Thompson 
Burtis authored “The Town’s Wom- 
an,” and are presenting it. Both 
are known among the newspaper 
men. The first named is connected 
with John Golden’s office, and he 
is credited wh recommending 
“Let’s Be Gay” to Golden, who ap- 
pears to have a success in it. Ralph 
Murphy, who staged the Rooney- 
Burtis piece, is also a playwright. 

The play is transparent, save for 
one identity. Nancy North, whom 
William Hudson, father of Robert, 
had set down as a loose woman on 
the grounds that she was once a 
show girl and because she con- 
ducted a tea room in the town of 
Rosalie (30 minutes. from Times 
Square) is the mystery person. She 
turns out to be of real stuff, member 
of a leading family, an independent 
girl and a thoroughbred. But it 
fooled the boys who wanted to make 
the dead-line after the second act. 
Premiere wasn’t over until 11:25. 

In the cast is Norman V. Pearce, 
an announcer for WMCA. He plays 
a stew and does rather well with 
the bit. Pearce also announced the 
stake race, but that was a flop, the 
amplifier being made for different 
current than used in the theatre. 
Pearce did similar duty in “The Big 
Fight.” 

For a big shot in a small town, 
Hudson, the elder is a good deal of 
a hypocrit. 

In a tea room scene there was a 
sort of surprise. Back drop up and 
there are two racing nags on a 
treadmill. The gee-gee that the 
right guys wanted to win doesn’t, so 
that bit is unnecessary. To finish 
the play Hudson, pere, is caught 
short of 10,000 shares of a motor 
stock which skied when his son 
demonstrated its staying abilities. 
Nancy gets a chance to get even, 
but relents and Bob gets his girl. 

The first performance was un- 
even. Most of the players fumbled 
lines, throughout. Helen Baxter, a 


Minus tense 
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blonde beauty, did look the show- 
girl type. Frank Monroe played the 
elder Hudson. Jack McKee was the 
younger Hudson. A likely juvenile, 
this lad, but very nervous Monday. 
Astrid Jason looked and acted the 
role of a gold digger and did it au- 
thentically. Mary Hutchinson, a 
waitress in the tea room, attracted 


attention. She is a lively little per- 
son. Probably her first speaking 
part. Heretofore she was a dancer 


and worked with Bernard Granville. 
Charles O'Donnell as Nancy’s broth- 
er formerly appeared in vaudeville 
sketches. Joseph Granby all right 
as Hudson’s partner in crime 
Gladys Griswold as a talkative flap- 
per was a pest, as intended. 

“The Town's Woman” is getting 
plugged by WMCA because of 
Pearce, -and that publicity may 
string the show along for a time. 
But indications are the income will 
come principally from cut rates, 

Tbee. 


Bellhop’s Play Blows 


“Appearances,” which was work- 
ing its way east following its second 
production on the west coast, closed 
in Chicago, 

This is the play that was authored 
by Garland Anderson, former San 
Francisco bellhop. 





IRENE DELROY’S DISKS 
Irene Delroy, currently.in “Follow 
Thru,” is going platter in that she 
has made a disk test for Brunswick. 
It is also understood Miss Delroy 
will shortly find out what the Vic- 
tor people think of the idea. 





Wells East for “Scandals” 


Upon the arrival in New York of 
Billy K. Wells, now writing talkers 
for Fox on the coast, April 15. work 
will be started on the new edition 
of White’s “Scandals.” 

Wells will remain here until next 
August when he returns west to re- 
sume his picture contract. 


* . 
Jarnegan in Chi. 
(Continued from page 53) 
Big in Jemand and walloping at the 


window. 

“White Lilacs” (Selwyn, ist 
week), Got off to fair start but 
doesn’t look in the money. Around 


$20,000 for initial gross. 





Scariet Woman” (Cort, 8th 
week). Pretty steady. Clicking be- 
tween $9,000 and $10,000. 

“Rosalie” (Illinois, 7th week). 


Slipped about $4,000 but still getting 
big play; $34,000. 

Royal Family” (Harris, 6th 
week). Average since opening be- 
tween $19,000 and $20,000; satisface 


tory. 

“High Road” (Blackstone, 34 and 
last week). Tabbed to stay another 
week, but decided to blow leaving 
house dark. Around $12,000. 

“Hello Yourself’ (Grand, &th 
week). Off slightly but going out 
in strength next week. Got $19,000, 

“Music In May” (Great Northern, 
7th week). No change in pace; 
again about $15,000. 

“Rio Rita” (Auditorium, 24 week). 
Getting repeaters in flocks. Edging 
out the rest of ’em and seems steady 
enough to hit top money for next 
tue and last weeks. Great at $32,- 

“Gay Paree” (Majestic, ist week). 
Sunday night starter, in for twe 
weeks. 

















PETER GAWTHORNE 
WYLIE WATSON 
BASIL RADFORD 
PHYLLIS NICHOLSON 











American Premiere 


SPRECKELS THEATRE, San Diego, Mar. 12 
CURRAN THEATRE, San Francisco, Beg. Mar. 17 


THE MacFARLAND PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 


PRESENT 


HARRIET BENNET 
“THE WISHING WELL” 


‘ A New Operatic Comedy with 
REGINALD DANDY 
And Original English Cast f 


Book and Lyrics by PETER GAWTHORNE $ 
Music by HAROLD GARSTIN 
Dances Arranged by MARION MORGAN 
A. LESLIE PEARCE, Associate Director 
ARTHUR ST. CLAIRE, Art Director 
ANTON TOBIAS, General Musical Director 


CAST INCLUDES 


EVELYN SHIRLEY 
HENRY CROSBY 
HOWARD NUGENT 
NANO O’DAIR 








COMPANY OF 178 
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Radio Rambles 





By ABEL 





Gals Flock to Vallee 

Rudy Vallee continues as one of 
the ether’s newest novelty favorites 
Vallee has his appeal through a dis- 
tinctive vocal personality. It’s one 
of the rare instances where person- 
ality manifests itself via the ether 
The abstractness of microphonic 
transmission makes this almost a 
paradox. There are only a few of 
the real ether personalities that 
come to mind readily. Lopez was 
one with his now famous “Lopez 
speaking” signature. Major Bowes 
benevolent address is another; ditto 
Roxy, “Whispering” Jack Smith 
(when he etherized), Little Jack 
Little (very decidedly, with his con- 





fidential tenoring), the Happiness 
Boys, and La Belle Rose. 

To return to Vallee, he tops most 
of them through manifesting an 
extraordinary appeal to women 
through the type and manner of his 
vocal delivery. The songs are all 
ballads, genteel, romantic refrains, 
impressively lyricized by the tenor- 
conductor, who is sax soloist, 

Vallee happens to be the current 
rage of the ether. The answer is 
his terrific draw at the Palace, New 
York, in his third of a four weeks’ 
engagement. Furthermore, whether 
or not the femmes express disap- 
pointment, it doesn’t matter; they 
paid their tithe to see and judge for 
themselves. Somehow, according to 





RADIO 


the Times square gals anyway, Val- 
lee doesn't click so heavily on sight. 
He’s a looker, but fair and’ very 
youthful; for Vallee’s information, 
somehow they all pictured him as 
dark and romantic looking. With 
some feminine irtuition they asso- 
ciated Rudy Vallee with Rudolph 
Valentino, on a guess a trick of 
monicker similarity. Hence the vis- 
ualization of the Valentino person- 
ality, and not the college boy Nordic 
that Vallee is. The monicker, by 
the way, is on the level. 





Rolfe NBC’s Best Name 

Little wonder that the National 
Broadcasting Co. reports B. A. Rolfe 
as its biggest radio name. Rolfe’s 
straight dance music, with its care- 
fully plotted sequences and skillful 
orchestral motifs, edifies the nation 
on a giant coast-to-coast network 
on behalf of Lucky Strike cigarets. 
It is the biggest commercial chain, 
and with this vast outlet and ave- 
nue for public reaction, Rolfe has 





established himself firmly as the 
ace rhythmic purveyor of the air. 

Not only the great hinterland, but 
many a metropolitan radio fan 
makes a mental note of that Satur- 
day night 10-11 Rolfe program un- 
der Lucky Strike auspices. 





Whiteman and Old Gold 


On the subject of the smoke 
exploiters, Paul Whiteman is doing 
Old Gold plenty of good over the 
Calumbia network. It would have 
been a pity if Old Gold’s original 
plan, as reported, of engaging the 
Columbia system’s facilities for an 
hour simultaneous with Rolfe’s on 
the NBC, had gone into effect. This 
bucking of one company by the 
other would have served only a 60 
per cent. practical purpose, through 
the division of interest. And it 
would have been a great. injustice 
to both these eminent’ maestros of 
esemnprery symphonic syncopa- 

on. 

Whiteman is building his hours 





—$<$__—= 
more for balance these days and & 
happy idea it is, too. The White. 
manites have had their Old Goig 
contractual options exercised carry. 
ing him through into May when. on 
the 2ist, the last Tuesday program 
from New York will be etherized, 





Jean Goldkette is becoming an 
important radio factor. He is NBG 
and the Radio Corp.'s alliance while 
Victor doubtless figures in the Gola- 
kette exploitation. The Detroit 
maestro is a big Victor seller and 
well established in Chicago with the 
Chi “Trib” station. Goldkette is 
now on two commercials, on behalf 
of Mallory hats, and Studebaker 
motors on Sundays. Crack concert 
and dance music. 





On Thursday night's broadcast of 
the Village Grove Nut Club, this 
review was written as a change 
from the other side of the “mike.” 
La Belle Rose, of course, is the ex- 


(Continued on page 58) 











“WHERE BROADWAY MEETS THE 


GULF STREAM” 


DAN GREGORY 


and His VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
Featured Entertamers ROMAN POOLS, MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 


Now Playing Tenth Successful Week and Held Over Indefinitely 


Permanent Address: DAN GREGORY; Box 1015, Harrisburg, Pa. 





























IRENE SWOR| 


ECCENTRIC AND ACROBATIC DANCER 


Now Playing Ten Successful Weeks at the . 


EMBASSY CLUB, MIAMI, FLA. 


Thanks to'Frank Ford for a Most Pleasant Season 











All Communications to 


IRENE SWOR 


260 West End Avenue, NEW YORK 


Telephone Trafalgar 9588 





OPENING LITTLE CLUB, NEW YORK, MARCH 19TH 


























BILLY MANN 


and 


YACHT CLUB BOYS 


Now Completing Ten Successful Weeks as 
Favorite Entertainers 


EMBASSY CLUB, MIAMI, FLA. . 


Thanks to Frank Ford for a Wonderful Season 








All Communications to 


BILLY MANN 


629 West 173rd Street, NEW YORK 
Telephone Billings 8670 
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OE REICHMAN 


Featured with TED LEWIS, ANATOLE FRIEDLAND REVUE, JOE FRISCO 


This season at the MARIPOSA GRILL, Floridian Hotel, MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 


AND 
HIS 





ORCHESTRA 


Now in the 15th week of his second season at this most popular of Florida night clubs and held over indefinitely. 


Address All Communications: JOE REICHMAN, Floridian Hotel, Miami Beach, Fla. 
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POLITICS BOIL 
OVER CAPITAL 
- BAND DATE 


While a giant network of 107 sta- 
of the combined National 
Broadcasting Co. and Columbia 
casting System, respectively 
5g and 49 links, was etherizing Paul 
t’s dance music from the in- 
1 charity ball, the nation and 
ers-in in other lands knew 
t of the heavy politics being 
within the grand ballroom 
at the White House. 
When Specht, with a six months’ 
and the personal patronage 
of Vice-President Charles C. Curtis 
for authorization, came to the cap- 
ital he was constantly harassed by 
nal politics. First, the all-In- 
dian band, headed by Naaato Shun- 
Carlisle alumnus, was the 
favored orchestra to lead off. A 
4orthcoming vaudeville tour—the 
band is currently at the Hippo- 
drome, New York—figured as an ex- 
ploitation reason to give the Injun 
ists a strong send-off. To this, 
Specht objected. Vice-President 
Curtis in person sustained him. The 
nation’s second leading citizen of 
the land personally facilitated mat- 
ters for Specht. 
4 One for One 
The local musicians’ union fur- 
Z ore annoyed Specht when it 
_ ‘was found the New York maestro 
had brought 32 men with him. Only 
_ 92 officiated ultimately. The local 
eombination had 15 men and the 
union insisted on a one-for-one ex- 
_ gehange. This, too, Vice-President 
Curtis, who is Specht’s personal 
_ friend and champion, adjusted. 
~ ‘Phe local committee in charge of 
arrangements at the Inaugural Ball 
have had the Indians lead 
i cchowes by the local aggrega- 
tion, with Specht third. Specht in- 
sisted on all rights, and fortified 
‘by a contract and the Vice-Presi- 
dent’s patronage, the politics were 





The exploitation attempt for the 
Indians points to the local Keith's 
_ Washington manager who was plug- 

ging for the R-K-O attraction. It 

was the same exec, Roland Rob- 
bins, who had enlisted Ben Bernie 
_as the ace band attraction for the 

Inaugural Ball. Bernie, on its 

strength, broadcast publicity on the 

engagement, but when apprised of 

Specht’s official contract for sev- 
eral months preceding, he issued a 
statement of explanation. 


Boom Flop’s Hit Song 
As Independent Pop 


Vincent Youmans, who is now in 
the music publishing business with 
Addy Britt, his general manager, 
-has taken “The One Girl” out of 
the flop “Rainbow” musical which 
Philip Goodman produced and is 
putting it out as an independent 
Song number. This parallels the 
‘situation of “The Man I Love,” out 
of “Strike Up the Band,” and 
“Crazy Rhythm” out of “Here's 
Howe,” among other flop shows 
Which have produced hit songs. 

The rest of the “Rainbow” songs 
are restricted to the Warner 
Brothers’ Vitap!.one production 
thereof. Youmans and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 24, wrote the show. 
Warners paid $40,000 for the talker 
Tights and insisted the rést of the 
Score be restricted for them, but 
had no objection to the “One Girl” 
ein exploited into possible hit- 





Youmans has taken over “My 
Sorority Sweetheart” from Lewis- 
Marks Co., the original publishers. 


Lopez Commercial 


_ Vincent Lopez goes commercial 
on. behalf of the Chancellor cigar 
over the NBC network. It’s Lopez's 
t regular commercial broadcast. 
Jean Goldkette has been assigned 
e€ new Whryte’s restaurant, the 
oric Fulton street eatery, which 
coming uptown to 5th avenue 
and 434 street. Goldkette’s Society 
_. Serenaders will play and broadcast 
rs m Whyte’s, now a third genera- 
on restaurant enterprise, which 
been eased out of its original 
location downtown. 








Berlin’s Jolson Songs 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
‘ Irving Berlin arrived here today 
© start work on special music for 
“i Jolson’s “Mammy” to follow 
‘Little Pal,” now in production. 





Music Sales Leaders 





Music biz still oppo. Plenty 
of good songs on the market, 
but hits only are selling with 
rest getting the go-by. Usual 
Lenten alibis. 

“Precious Little Thing Call- 
ed Love,” a theme song, has 
stepped out as the top song, 
with “Carolina Moon” (Joe 
Morris) and “Marie” (Berlin’s) 
next in order. The No. 1 seller 
is Remick’s. Shapiro-Bern- 
stein’s “Sweetheart of all My 
Dreams” and Milton Weil’s Chi 
whirlwind seller, “Sweethearts 
on Parade” are next in line. 
Jack Robbins’ “If I Had You,” 
“Those Wedding Bells Are } 
Breaking Up That Old Gang 
of Mine” (Waterson), “Weary 
River” (Berlin), also a themat- 
ic; “Shy Little Violets” (Rem- 
ick) and “My Mother’s Eyes,” 
Feist’s theme ballad, are also 
up to the fore. 

Harms’ “Lover Come Back 
to Me” out of “The New 
Moon” and “Rutton Up Your 
Overcoat” from “Follow Thru” 
are the production outstanders 
as individualsellers, along with 
Eddie Cantor's ‘Makin’ Whoo- 
pee.” 











Radio Renews Whiteman 
Engagement at $5,000 


Ol@ Gold has renewed and ex- 
tended the ‘original eight-week con- 
tract with Paul Whiteman and his 
orchestra at $5,000 a week for 
the one hour’s broadcast Tues- 
day. night over the Columbia net- 
work. Whiteman’s last broadcast 
in New York will be May 21 and the 
following Tuesday the Whiteman- 
ites will etherize from Los Angeles 
by remote control. 

Whiteman takes off on a straight 
through hop to the coast on May 22 
to make the Universal special talk- 
er, “King of Jazz,” with Whiteman 
starred. L. Wolfe Gilbert and Mabel 
Wayne did the special songs. ; 

The radio contract lost Whiteman 
heavily with prior tentative plans 
for stop-offs en route for special 
dance engagements being called off. 


New Canada Chain 


The only commercial coast-to- 
coast radio network in the Do- 
minion of Canada has been com- 
pleted by William Morris, who is 
the world-wide agent for the Trans- 
Canada Broadcasting Corp. R. W. 
Ashcroft is general manager of this 
company and Morton A. Milman, 
the radio booker for the Morris 
agency, is co-operating on the 
booking of talent. The chajn com- 
prises 16 stations. 

The only other national network 
in Canada is a non-commercial 
chain owned by the Canadian Na- 
tional Railways on behalf of the 
Canadian government. 

Commercial broadcasting, 1. e. 
etherized programs sponsored by a 
radio advertiser, is new to the Do- 
minion,. 








Studio Organist 


St. Louis, March 12. 

Julius K. Johnson has resigned as 
organist at the St. Louis theatre, 
RKO, and departed for Hol- 
lywood where he _ will affiliate 
with several movie companies to 
provide the organ accompaniment 
for synchronized and talking pic- 
tures. 

Walmer Bremmer, one time or- 
ganist at the local Ambassador, is 
replacing. 


2 


Chi Union Penalties 


Chicago, March 12. 

A couple of local boys got nicked 
for soliciting the wrong engage- 
ments. 

Tommy Joy was fined $500 by the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians for 
trying to get the Cinderella Cafe 
job, where Gendron is playing on 
contract, 

Robert S. Cromer was fined $100 
for doing likewise at the Parthenon 
theatre. 


$6,500 FINE STANDS 
Chicago, March 12. 

After granting another hearing 
to Frankie Masters, m. ec, at the 
Tivoli theatre, regarding the $6,500 
fine placed against him for playing 
a Christmas benefit without permis- 
sion, “Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians definitely refused to call it off. 
B. & K. became actively inter- 
ested In behalf of its m. «, but to no 

avail, ° 

















Rudy Vallee Must Stick | 
With N. B. C., Say Court 


Rudy Vallee must respect his ex- 
cClusive radio contract with the 
National Broadcasting Co., with 
whom he is allied. A suit by the 
Judson Radio Program Corp., and 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
against Vallee and the NBC was de- 
cided in the latter firm's favor. 
This restricts Vallee solely to the 
NBC stations. 


This left a new commercial hour, 
the Van Heusen program, in the 
lurch last Wednesday night (March 
6). Vallee was advertised-in sup- 
plementary space, in addition to ad- 
vance radio announcements, as be- 
ing the feature of this new Colum- 
bia system program... The NBC 
threatened injunction proceedings as 
a result of which the CBS took the 
initiative in starting suit to restrain 
NBC and Vallee from breaching 
their contracts with Van Heusen 
and the Columbia network. 


It was subsequently proved that 
Bert Lown, Vallee’s business asso- 
ciate in Eown-Vallee Orchestras, 
Inc., had executed this contract 
without Vallee’s knowledge. Lown 
had no authority to sign for Vallee 
as an individual, the latter being 
contracted to NBC exclusively along 
with the Radio Corp’s allies, REO 
vaudeville and Victor for records. 
The Judson Radio Program Corp. 
figured as the booking unit which 
stages shows on the CBS hours. 


The inaugural Van Heusen pro- 
gram was offered with Vallee but 
with a Lown band unit instead and 
artists featuring Annette Hanshaw, 
Gertrude Wickes, Alois Havrilla and 
Lown. 


Vallee, with his Connecticut Yan- 
kees, will probably be four weeks 
at the Palace, New York. He is 
now in his third week. 

They’ve renamed the Villa Venice 
the Salon Valiee. This is the old 
10 East 60th street dancery where 
a dress suit is obligatory. 


Dispute on Opera Royalty 


Paris, March 3. 
By the terms of the reorganiza- 
tion of the French Society of Au- 
thors and Composers 12 per cent. 


is the minimum royalty for Paris, 
which means the Opera will be 
called-upon to pay this rate in- 
stead of 8 per cent. as at present. 
But Houche, director, declares he 
will not be able to foot the bill and 
if the 12 per cent. is insisted on 
by the society (which all composers 
and authors must join to be played 
in France) he will not renew his 
contract which expires at the end 
of the month. 

This means the Paris Opera will 
only play works on which the copy- 
right has expired or by foreigners 
not members of the Authors’ 
Society. 

Efforts are being made to iron 
out the difficulty. A reduced roy- 
alty may be charged for the old 
repertoire with the full fee only on 
new works. 














Recanning Outlaws 
Hard to Regulate 


“Bootlegging recording” music for 
sound pictures has the mechanicals, 
copyright owners and others con- 
cerned in a panic. 

The indie talkers, cueing, their 
own scores, go about it this way: 
They assemble a sequence of musi- 
cal motifs from the catalogs of Vic- 
tor, Brunswick, Columbia and other 
records. These records made by 
standard and famous musical or- 
ganizations are turned on and re- 
corded as a ‘continuous score on still 
another large record of the 18-inch 
type of vitaphone disk. 

It costs these “synchronizing” 
companies nothing for artists, tal- 
ent, musicians, etc. They get it off 
one disk and on another, cued in 
conjunction with whatever the 
screen action suggests as musical 
motif. 


HERE AND THERE 


Al Piantadosi has taken over 
“Blues of Yesterday” by R. Arthur 
Booker and Walter Bishop. 

Tommy Leahy, previously general 
manager for Milton Weil Music Co., 
Chicago, has become general man- 
ager for Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
in that city. 








Olsen in “Scandals” 
“George Olsen and his music are 
virtually set as the features of the 
new “Scandals.” 








Savina $3,600 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Joseph Cherniavsky, director 
general of music for Universal, 
is scoring and synchronizing 
program pictures in one-third 
the time it takes at the other 
studios. 

Cherniavsky, recently as- 
signed to score and synchron- 
ize “The Charleston,” seven- 
reel program picture, took 12 
hours to arrange the score and 
then rehearsed 30 musicians 
and synchronized the picture in 
one session, six hours. Musi- 
cians are paid $10 per hour per 
man so by doing the trick in 
one session the saving in mu- 
sicians’ salaries was $3,600. 

Most of the studio rehearsals 
of scores and synchronization 
take four and five sessions for 
full length pictures, while scor- 
ing generally takes two weeks. 





Believe Hoover Only 
Can Adjust Radio Mess 


Washington, March 12. 

Broadcasters look to President 
Hoover to straighten out their 
troubles. Leaders in the Senate 
have opened the way for Mr. 
Hoover to deal with the situation 
by. failing to confirm two Coolidge 
nominations to fill vacanies on the 
radio commission, Legislators also 
opened anether channel for Mr. 
Hoover when only extending the life 
of the commission until Dec. 31, 
next. 

That the broadcasters see this as 
a break to get back the former 
method of control through the De- 
partment of Commerce is the view 
here. There was no squabbling 
and complaining under the Hoover 
handling. The belief is with 
Hoover directing the proposition 
through his -own appointments 
things will right themselves, 

Announcement from the White 
House of an inv-stigation of the 
entire federal broadcasting subject 
is expected, 


Theme Song Solo 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Dave Stamper and William Ker- 
nell, song-writers under contract to 
Fox on the coast, have written a 
number titled “Somebody I Know,” 
which is being sung by Mary Dun- 
can in “Thru Different Eyes,” in 
which she is co-featured. 


“Felix” Mixed Up 

Another of those song infringe- 
ment suits is on the Federal Court 
dockets. Paul Kohler charges Sam 
Fox Music Co., publishers of “Felix 
the Cat,” an instrumental oddity 
based on* Pat Sullivan’s cartoon, 
with infringement. With Fox, Sulli- 
van and Alfred Bryan, the lyricists 
of the song, are named co-defend- 
ants. 
Kohler alleges he wrote and copy- 
righted “Felix Town,” a song he 
submitted to Sullivan for endorse- 
ment and possible publication. Sul- 
livan later returned it to Kohler, 
but soon thereafter ft is alleged that 
the “Felix the Cat” song appeared, 
incorporating some similar ideas. 
Kohler’s song was never published. 


N.B.C."S BROADWAY BOOKINGS 


The National Broadcasting Co., 
which has been extending its book- 
ing activities, is well represented 
on Broadway. E. W. Scheuing, of 
the NBC, has the following artists 
under his personal direction in 
Broadway hotels, restaurants and 

















theatres: Ben Pollack, at Park 
Central; B. A. Rolfe, at Palais 
D’Or; Whitey Kaufman (new), at 


Yoeng’s; Hal Kemp, at the Manger; 
Rudy Vallee, at R-K-O Palace, and 
Jean Goldkette at the new Whyte’s 
restaurant on Fifth avenue and 43d 
street, due to open shortly. 


ALIMONY AT SOURCE 

The ex-Mrs. Jimmy Hussey (Edna 
Burton) has $8,200 accrued alimony 
at the rate of $500 a month owing 
her and she is proceeding against 
the comedian for collection. They 
were divorced in February, 1927. 
Hussey has since remarried. 

The former Mrs.’ Hussey is pro- 
ceeding against the Loew offices for 
purposes of attaching the come- 
dian’s salary. 


MELSON’S STANLEY YEAR 

Charlie Melson stays another year 
with the Stanley Co. of America. A 
new contract is effective from April 
Ist. 

Melson is currently in his fifth 
week as m, ¢c. at the Stanley, Phila- 
| delphia. 














BWAY AGAIN 
GOES HARLEM 


Nocturnal amusement styles trave- 
eling in cycles as they do, now 
places Harlem with its black-and- 
tans and the back-room hot spots 
where the ofays (whites) are not 
particularly welcomed, well to the 
fore again for metropolitan nite life 
activity. The wise mob is circuiting 
the colored belt's spots in search of 
new thrills and excitement, The 
advent of “Harlem,” the play, fig- 
ures as a propaganist element in 
this suddenly renewed interest in 
the Lenox-Seventh avenue sector 
above 125th street. The play, more 





than the success of “Blackbirds,” 
figures because of its low-down 
theme. 


The hyper-sophisticated element, 
including the Square mob and the 
professionals, is especially strong 
for the hideaway back rooms. 

The Madchouse on 1334 street, off 
Seventh, is the particular late-hour 
favorite of the bizarre amusement 
addicts. It is here that all strata 
of Harlemiana congregate. Chiefly 
colored, the ofays have been initiat- 
ed through friendly dusky musicians 
or performers, And if friendly 
enough, they'll take you across the 
street to the Performers’ Club, so- 
called because of its rendezvous as 
the colored professional’s favorite 
wind-up spot. 

Convenient booths, free and easy 
parking spots and a cheap tariff 
make the backroom joints favorites, 
There’s more impromptu stuff doing 
than In the couvert nite clubs. 

These are doing great also, espe- 
cially the Cotton Club and Connie’s 
Inn. Small’s Paradise, the Lenox 
Club and the new Spider Web under 
the Alhambra theatre are getting 
fair play. Club Harlem floppo. 
Other spots, necessarily anonymous, 
are the hot spots, It’s the unofficial 
ambish of every tourist ofay, smart 
or otherwise, to crash the notorious 
Sugar Cane Club on 135th and Fifth 
avenue. This is the haunt, strictly 
colored, where the spade racketeer 
and his mo!l make Afro boom boom, 


Warings Can’t Radio 


Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
are radio-restricted from broadcast- 
ing because of “Hello Yourself,” 
their starring musical which closes 
in Chi this week to open March 18 
at the Cass, Detroit, Waring band 
is prominent in the radio balloting 
for an all-star RKO radio program 
on April 2 over the NBC's coast-to- 
coast network. 

Waring will be with the show 
until June and can get $6,000 in 
picture houses for a return. NBC 
concert bureau approached Waring 
for an exclusive contract for per- 
sonal management, 








New Disk Patented 


Washington, March 12, 

Columbia has acquired a patent 
covering a new record disk, the in- 
vention of an Englishman. 

Patent Gazette credits the new 
dgvelopment to Wm. Forse, London, 
with the application filed Oct. 17, 
1924. 

Number is 1,702,564. Device is 
new in that three claims have been 
sustained by the Commissioner of 
Patents as being new. 3 





SONGS AHEAD OF FILM 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Three principal songs written by 
James Hanley and used in “The 
Rainbow Man,” film, starring Eddie 
Dowling, for Sono-Art, will be pub- 
lished prior to release of the pic- 
ture. 
Titles are “Sleepy Valley,” “Smile 
Little Gal” and “The Rainbow 
Man.” . 





ESKIMOS’ N. B, C. TOUR 
The Clicquot Club Eskimos are 
on tour under direction of the 


represented on the ether. Harry 
Reser, maestro of the Eskimos, was 
prevented from touring because of 
recording dates, but directing the 
radio programs, Peter Van Steeden, 
Jr., heads the road Clicquotities. 





BACK HOME AT $750 


Frank Libuse, comic waiter who 
has been at Woodmansten Inn, has 
been signed for the Davis hotel, 
Chicago, at $750. 

Libuse came to New York about 
three years ago, starting at the Casa 











Lopez. He originated in Chicago. 


NBC with another Clicquot unit 
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Santlys on Their Own; 
Supply Own Capital 


Investing their own -funds, the 
three Santly brothers have no out- 
wide backers. To further counteract 
the idea that Gene Geiger was their 
backer, as was reported, they have 
taken headquarters in the Earl Car- 
roll Theatre building. Santly Bros.. 
Inc., as thé firm will be known, was 
originally negotiating for a part of 
Geiger’s large suite in the Hilton 
building, but due to the erroneous 
impression that Geiger was back- 
ing, and, because of Geiger, that 
Vincent Lopez was somehow asso- 
ciated, the Santlys are not moving 
into 1595 Broadway as planned 
Geiger and Lopez are business as- 
sociates, hence the music industry's 
suspicion that the bandman was 
somehow involved, 

The Santlys’ reason for investing 
their own funds is practical. Their 
knowledge that the Donaldson- 
Douglas-Gumble combination, with 
its own invested capital, never 
found cause to go into the sinking 
fund, prompted the Santlys to gam- 








ble with their own funds. Further- 





Management 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 

When one of the downtown 
restaurants recently went cab- 
aret, biz was terrible. Dead 
‘oss until boys tied up with 

all-time air station for a 
cegular hour. 

They brought the kitchen 
help, waiters and any others 
that happened to be hanging 
around near the mike and had 
them make boom-boom for a 
fare-you-well. 

Listeners-in fell, crowds 
flocked and now cafe is turn- 
ing ’em away. 














more, if some picture merger or al- 
liance eventuates, they will be in 
position to dispose of a sizeable 
slice of their business and still an 
interest, haying owned 100 per cent 
from the start. 

The Santlys, Joe, Henry and Les- 
ter, respectively, professional man, 
songwriter and presentation house 
exploiter, resigned from . Berlin, 
Remick and Feist’s to start their 
own publishing biz. 




















LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








[_IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Now featured with 
irene Bordoni’s “Paris” 





MUSIC BOX, NEW YORK 








| THE BRICK TOPS | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 
‘ Week March 10 
EARLE THEATRE, PHILADELPHIA 











“CLUB RICHMAN Ss-Weuk twit Oh Todietapetta:” Mae. 
|__ PHIL FABELLO ||| JACK DUNN | 
ORCHESTRA CHES 


Presentation Feature 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 


New York City 


- 


T_ROY FOX | 


“The Whispering Cornetist” 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
AMONG THE STARS 
MONTMARTRE CAFE 
HOLLYWOOD 








FROM DETROIT 


| MAL HALLETT | 








AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now at the Million Dollar 


ARCADIA BALLROOM 


New York City 


[ VINCENT LOPEZ | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
ST. REGIS HOTEL 


New York City 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


LAFAYETTE CAFE 


106 ANGELES, CALIF. 




















[ PHIL PHILLIPS 


BAND 
NOW PLAYING 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Southiand’s Most Beautifal Club” 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


[JESS STAFFORD | 








ORCHESTRA 


CINDERELLA ROOF, 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


| OWEN FALLON 
CALIFORNIANS 


OUR llth MONTH AT 


PALAIS DE DANCE 
LOS ANGELES 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 
Orchestras 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


| TOM GERUNOVICH | 


and His 
ROOF GARDEN ORCHESTRA 
Exclusive Brunswick Artists 
ROOF GARDEN CAFE 
Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco ’ 


And His 
VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF, 






































GEORGE OLSEN 
AND HIS MUSIC 


Final Week 
CASINO, MIAMI 


Office: 20 West 438d Street 
New York City 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| B. A. ROLFE | 

















and HIS ORCHESTRA 


Now 
PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
P. 8.—Brunswick Recording 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
STATION WEAF 


Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 


EDISON RECORDS 





PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra 
Indefinitely 
ZIEGFELD MIDNITE FROLIC 


Personal Direction, 
JAMES ¥., GILLESPIE 








B. B. B. in Pictures 
Los Angeles, March 132. 
B. B. B., who does the quipping 
at Coffee Dans, is a full fledged pic- 
ture actor now. 
M-G has given him a contract for 
six weeks to work in “Marianna,” 





starring Marion Davies. 


CONNIE’S INN 


(BLACK AND TAN) 


New York, March 8. 
Leonard Harper’s new show is a 
pip. Harper (colored) is a past 
master at this kind of floor enter- 
tainment and Connie Immerman of 
the Immermans» Brothers, the im- 
presarios, are giving the customers 
a generous two bucks’ worth for 
the couvert charge. 
“Hot Feet” is the label and it’s 
plenty torrid. Just the type show a 
black-and-tan should have. “Prin- 
cess” Vikana, of Liberia, is featured 
for her Oriental interpretative terp- 
ing. That’s the bunk, but great 
floor stuff and hot. Paul and Thelma 
Meeks, an unusual team of adagio 
ballroom dancers for colored per- 
formers, ‘are other highlights. 
The accent on everything is the 
dancing. Whether it’s the_ usual 
cooch, soft shoe, rhythmic, acro- 
batic, taps or anatomical manncr- 
isms, it’s ever diverting. 
Show is built for sauciness, 
physically and lyrically. “Pool 
Table Papa” and the checker lyrics 
are by no means polite double en- 
tendre. Leona Williams and Willie 
Maxie click as the leading comics. 
“Snakehips” Tucker, doubling from 
“Blackbirds,” makes his dancing 
session a bonanza for a ed money.. 
His accentuated stuff Ss great 
and he has a cute manner of pick- 
ing it up on the fly. He does the 
“New Low Down” routine from 
“Blackbirds” but to different music, 
the song being show restricted. The 
Three Midnight Dancers are a cork- 
ing trio of concerted steppers 
(male). 
Chorus of 12 is warm. Personnel 
is about 25, shifting in a colorful 
and arresting melange of specialties. 
Production attempts are unique 
such as the menagerie finale, with 
its Easter bunnies a seasonal touch. 
Indian number by the Meeks is sure. 
LeRoy. Smith’s dansapators re- 
main the same crack aggregation. 
Boys steam and have the custom- 
ers throwing those roofs around St. 
Vitus. 

Connie's is doing a terrific biz. 
Plenty of class draw, too. One 
night last week included David 
Belasco, Lenore Ulric, Otto. H. Kahn 
and the like. Abel 


Walkout on Trick “Host” 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 
Qne of the local nite club im- 
presarios pulled a fast one on mem- 
bers of the “Scandals” cast, playing 
the Alvin. He invited the gang 
around as his guests for Thursday’s 
“Celebrity Nite,” when the club 
usually goes on the air. 
Then, unknown to his ‘nvited 
guests, he went to the radio editor 
of one of the local dailies, told him 
that the “Scandals” principals 
would go on the air in the cafe pro- 
gram and the stuff was printed. 
There was plenty of sqawks, show- 
people walking out on him after 
they had learned what happened. 

| 


Gab Marathon in Court 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Four contestants in the talking 
marathon, just ended at the Cin- 
derella Ballroom, after a financial 
flop, filed suit with the State Labor 
Bureau against the promoters, 
Howard Desayer and Earl Dewey, 
managers of the ballroom, demand- 
ing $1,029. Contestants claim the 
promoters promised $1,200 to the 
last four in the contest. 

Instead, they charge, they drew 
around $300. Another squawk is 
that the screen test offered as grand 
prize has fallen through. 


Radio Rambles 


(Continued from page 66) 
planation for Meyer Horowitz's 
bonanza at his 72 Grove street res- 
taurant. 

Meyer has rechristened the ter- 
rible John McCormack, Jr., as Rudy 
Vallee’s brother, Lehigh Valley, and 
John, Jr., thinks that the associa- 
tion with traction wrt is more 
to his liking than that of the pseudo 
offspring of the great Irish tenor. 

Yvonne Manoff was a charming 
soligstress, whispering her stuff and 
coming through great checked by 
the WMSG operator’s transmission 
testing apparatus. W. L. Grove, for 
some reason or simple coincidence 
linked with the Village Grove in 
name, whistled well. Buddy Walker 
as chief nut and Lou Dolgoff, m. c., 
registered anew with their fast and 
fly witticisms. Dolgoff is a light- 
ning ad libber and ingeniously takes 
the curse off of a too fly nifty by 
broadcasting into the microphone 
thgt he trusts the little children who 

y be listening in are not of- 
fended. Since the two hour broad- 
cast commences at midnight, it is 
to be hoped no infants are giving 
ear. 

Eddie Lambert, like the con- 
scientious Loew headliner that he is, 
spoke innocuously but explained his 
broadcasting limitations because of 
the Loew tour. 

The Village Grove Nut Club still 
remains a novelty and a bright 














spot. 





Honesty’s Reward | 


Chicago, March 12. 
Walter Mathis was an hon- 


est bootlegger. His customers 
knew it. That’s why they 
bought from him, 

They brought their own bot- 
tles and paid 25c a pint for 
the Mathis product. 

Honest Walter simply filled 
the bottles and pasted a label 
on each one reading: “Poison.” 

But despite his honesty, 
Mathis has been pinched by 
federal men, 














“Roadhouse” Legally Set 
™ Des Moines, March 12. 


The perplexing question of “what 
is a roadhouse?” doesn’t disturb the 
all-knowing members of the Iowa 
general assembly committee on sup- 
pression of intemperance. 

During consideration of a Dill 
tending to curb levity and freedom 
of joy, someone asked that old 
chestnut, and after going into a 
brief huddle the committee pro- 
duced this definition: 

“Any building, pernianent or tem- 
porary, open to the public and lo- 
cated on or accessible to a road or 
public highway outside the limits 
of an incorporated city or town, 
where entertainment, food or drink 
is furnished to the public for hire, 
Sale or profit.” 

\ 


. 
Dupes 

The success of the Village Grove 
Nut Club, Meyer Horowitz's Green- 
wich Village radio fan gag, has 
prompted at least three others in 
the metropolitan area to simulate 
the idea. 
The Cat’s Meow, at the old 
Caton Inn in Brooklyn, via WBBC, 
operates a midnight radio whoopee, 
as .does the Dizzy Club through 
WKEKBQ, a minor station in the 
Bronx, and the Rivera, anothér 
Village joint, via WMSG, the Madi- 
son Square Garden station. 


More Padlocks 


Federal padlocks coming fast. 
Among Times Square and Green- 
wich Village spots sued are Broad- 
way Entertainers Club, 158 West 
44th street; Tom and George’s oasis, 
63 West 48th; Village Inn, 186 West 
4th; Golden Eagle, 62 West 9th; 
Maxine’s at 62 West 49th, and Do 
Drop Inn at 100 West 44th street, 


CHI MIDWAY DARK 


Chicago, March 132. 

Midway ballroom, originally the 
famous Edelweiss Gardens has 
closed, It’s the first big ballroom 
to succumb to the current local 
dance hall slump. . 

The property is owned by Died- 
rich, realtor and promoter. It was 
managed by George O'Hare, with 
his brother, Husk, heading the or- 
chestra. Boys tried closing Monday 
and Wednesday first, then Thurs- 
day, then Tuesday, and now every 
night. 














Nite Club’s Changes 
Olive McClure and the Connor 
Twins out of the Casanova Club, 
also Leon and Beebe, dancers. 
New dance team in, Lyons 
Lorraine. 


and 








England’s Biggest Hit 


“IF | HAD YOU” 


Is Now America’s Song 
Sensation 


We took this number over ff 
from Camphell-Connelly, one 
of the foremost. British 
firms, and easily proved to be } 


The Best Melody Fox-Trot 
We Have Published ¢ 





————————==" 
Dancer Awarded $5,000 
Albany, N. Y., March 12. 

Loretta Henry was awarded 

$5,000 by an Albany county jury 

for injuries suffered in New York 

last June, while she was under con- 

tract with Earl Carroll. She was 
then Broadway nite club dancer. 


Miss Henry, 18, said she was to 
have appeared in a specialty dance 
act in “Vanities” at $125 a week. 
Her career came to an abrupt end 
when a cab of the Yellow Taxi cor- 
poration, in which she was riding 
was in a collision in the Brorix. 

She sued for $100,000 naming the 
Yellow Taxi corporation and L. H. 
Craddo, wperator. The action was 
transferred to Albany county be- 
cause Miss Henry resides here. The 
jury considered the case for. four 
hours before returning its decision. 

Miss Henry, who was married 
when she was 15, worked at a type- 
writer for $30 a week in Albany, 


She is sti, married. 














- A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 
—w——— East of Broadway ————» 
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ACE BANJOISTS 


Use B & D 
“SILVER BELL” 


BANJOS 


OSSMAN 


and 


SCHEPP 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
- WEEK OF MARCH 14 





Free De Luxe Edition Silver Bell News 


THE BACON BANJO CO. 


INCORPORATED 
GROTON, CONN. 














TED HENKEL 





* Masical Director 


Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 30 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
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French Food Served 


Table d’hote dinner $1.25 


all 








A Little Bit of France, Just Off Broadway 


PIROLLE RESTAURANT 
' 145 West 45th St., New York 


A la Carte All Day—Our Own Cake and Pastry 


as in a Parisian Cafe 


(5 to 9 p. m.) and Sunday 
day 
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Nice Chatter 
By Frank Scully 


Nice, March 1, 
Gould's five-million-dollar casino, 
plowing along .with neither, press 
agent nor publicity policy, got, hit 
gith a couple of horseshoes re- 


cently. 
Mile. Elisabeth Simon, Hungarian 


prunet, had been chosen as “Miss 
Europe” in Paris. The next day 
ghe and her rejected rivals from 


England, Germany, France, Russia 
and 10 other countries were whisked 
away to Nice and entertained by 
Palais de la Mediterranee here and 
«at Juan les Pins Casino, also Guild- 
aoe quite a play. After three 
fays on display the gals were’ 
doubled back to Paris. “Miss Eu- 
ropes” goes on to Galveston—of all 
places—to meet the pick of America. 
Last year curve champions from 
all continental countries made the 
trip, but beauty promoters must 
have gone too deep in the red on 
that one. Having learned from 
Lindbergh that a lone eagle gets 
more space than a flock, they're 
_gending over only one this time. 












The only advantage in sending 
many is to show up the judges as a 
jot of dumb waiters. It had that 
effect down here. Everybody felt he 
‘could have made a better choice, 
given the material, and the femmes 
r cularly were sure the selection 
‘was framed. Needn’t have been, for 
Fraulein Simon is at least pretty. 





















Gould’s latest gyp palace at Beau- 
‘Yieu-sur-mer, half-way between 
here and Monte Carlo, has opened. 
“Called Villa des Fleurs. Nothing as 
“pretentious as Nice affair, but more 
likely to make money for just that 
reason. Has gambling privileges, 
like all the rest. 





The Inseperables 

The George Broadhursts, Marc 
Klaws, Winchell Smiths and Chaun- 
cey Olcotts are the Inseperables. 
A always throwing dinners 
for each other at the swellest Monte 
; caves. They certainly were 
‘in jugk to get off the old ship Thea- 
tre before the film torpedo sent her 

. They were all good fellows 
Ww pee had \it-—-and they still 

e it. , 


- 





Frank Harris’ Surprise 
nk Harris, home after a glam- 
four months in America, tells 
story of his arrival in New 
York. He had been warned that 
‘id land in the can sure if he came, 
his affairs demanded that he 
take the risk. Packed a shot of poison 
his vest to swig if the worst hap- 
pened, for at 73 he had determined 

tospend no more days in jail. 
iving in ‘port a Brass Button 

talled him out of his cabin. 

“Frank Harris?” 

“Yes.” 

“Wanted in the captain’s office.” 

Mrs. Harris turned white. 
“Frank,” she whispered, “they’ve 
got us!” 

In cabin Brass Button repeated 
the formula. 

Harris didn’t deny he was the 
. culprit. 

“We have an order from Wash- 
ington,” continued the official, “to 
give you the freedom of the port. 

our luggage will not be subjected 
to the usual customs inspection.” 

Harris nearly died. He doesn’t 
know who pulled the wire. 





Harris bawled your correspondent 
out for running an advance on the 
trip, as it might tave dumped his 
apple cart. 

“Variety was the only one who 
knew I was coming,”.he added, “and 
they got it from you.” 

paybe that’s how Coolidge found 

. * 


—_—_—__— 





Harris’ Secrets 
Two magazines—one older than 
Harris himself and another younger 
nen Mae Murray's baby—were of- 
awed him to edit, and he may re- 
urn to New York in April. He re- 
d to give us the names—even 
i confidence—knowing now how 
ttle these Variety mugs can be 
trusted with state secrets. 
awe trip did him a world of good. 
Dl ew York doctor just about com- 
etely cured his palsy and phlibitis 
ae latter is a congestion in the 
of that produces blood clots. One 
these clots reaching the heart 

waht bump you off faster than 2,000 
be 8S. Harris was knocked for a 
od at the dirt in New York shows. 
g ey use language stronger than 
coh) espeare’s, and the French stage 
2 dn’t begin to say some of the 
es I heard,” he explained. 
int 8 for liquor, he says he walked 
h © one speak and saw eight judges 
@Ving theirs. 
of ~ had been on trial before one 
by -uem, Who seemed embarrassed 
y the meeting. 








» here, 





AMERICAN PLAYERS RESUME 


Paris, March 3. 

A group of Americans here, 
known as the Vagabond Players, of- 
fered another performance last 
week, in the Foyer des Etudiants. 
Bill featured “A Matter of Hus- 
bands,” adopted from the Hungarian 
comedy of Ferenc Molar and “The 
Valiant,” one-act tragedy by Hol- 
worthy Hall. 

Items were well handled by Don- 
ald Braydon, David Merrill, Le- 
grand Tennis, Blanche Evonne 
Smith, Vida Fox. This was the sec- 
ond performance given by the 
Vagabonds this season. 


NEW COTTON CLUB 


Paris, March 3. 

Jack Landoff, former director of 
the Plantation here, is opening a 
new night cabaret to be known as 
the Cotton Club, on the premises of 
the El] Garron, Rue Fontaine. There 
will be a colored orchestra, the 
Kincaids, and Miss Alberta Hunter 
is retained as general entertainer. 


Chatter in | London 


London, March 3. 

One of London’s landmarks, the 
Philharmonic Hall, erected 20 years 
ago and famous as a concert hall 
and, of recent years, a home of 
travel and educational films, is to 
be pulled down. On its site will be 
built a block of offices, shops and 
showrooms, 








Gladys Cooper, who scored with 
“The Sacred Flame,” is in future 
to run her own touring companies, 
instead of selling her touring rights 
to other managers as hitherto. 

Company wiil be known as Gladys 
Cooper Productions, Ltd. 





Convalescents from influenza in- 
clude Ivor Novello, Paul Robeson, 
Sir Gerald Du Maurier, Alice Dely- 
sia, Paul Cavanaugh and Claire 
Luce (who returns to “Burlesque,” 
where her sister, Polly, has been 
deputizing for her), Milton Rosmer 
and Fred Terry, who is producing 
“The Borderer” and whose wife, Julia 
Neilson, has also been on the list. 
Their daughter, Phyllis Neilson- 
Terry, is to play opposite her father 
in: the new play. : 


Sf 

Lonsdale’s comedy, “Aren't We 
All” is to be revived March 13 at 
the Fortune theatre. Phyllis Dare, 
from musical comedy, makes. her 
first appearance in a straight role 
Others in the cast are Ellis 
Jeffreys, Louise’ Hampton, ° Julie 
Hartley Milburn, Hubert Harben, 
Frank Cellier. 








‘Famous for 25 years as a ren- 
dezvous of ‘show: people, artists, 
naval and military officers, the. Pall 
Mall restaurant, next to the Hay- 

parket theatre, was demolished 

arch 2. A new one is to be erected 
on its site. 





'“Show Boat” closes a 10 months’ 
run at Drury Lane March 2. “New 
Moon” wili open there early in 
April, cast ineluding Evelyn. Laye, 
Dolores Ferris,,Gene Gerrard, Ho- 
wett Worster and Robert Chisholm. 





Before joining forces with Leon 
M. Lion for production at Wynd- 
ham’s, Sybil Thorndike will first ap- 
pear in a revival of Bernard Shaw’s 
“Major Barbara” at that house. 
Lewis Casson will produce. 





After weeks of internal renova- 
tion, the Gaiety theatre opens March 
20 with the new Stanley Lupino- 
Laddie Cliff musical, “Love Lies.” 





|'After two years in America, Ar- 
thur Wontner will return to the 
London stage in a new play by 
Michael Morton and Peter Traill en- 
titled “Because of Irene.” 


EGYPT 


By Edward Asswad 








' Cairo, Feb. 20. 
“Faust” has proved to be one of 
the best productions performed this 
year at the Royal Opera House. It 
was admirably staged, granted the 
difficulty occasioned by the neces- 
sity for diabolical effects. Chorus 
work was exceptionally good. 
Owing to the retention of Mlle. 
Marise Beaujon in Paris by an in- 
disposition, Mme. Maria Zamboni 
sang Marguerite. Cazenave’s sing- 
ing of Faust was strong and im- 
pressive. Principal honors went to 
Fred Bordon as Mephistopheles. 





Grand Guignol 
Grand Guignol drew large crowds 
at the Kursaal theatre. As usual, 
three plays were presented, all dif- 
fering. 





Dressel’s Recital 
Concert given by Dettmer Dressel, 
well known English violinist, ac- 
companied by Ivor Newton, pianist, 
at Shepheard’s Hotel, was well at- 
tended. 


Chatter in Paris 





Paris, March 3. 

Town is steaming over Dick 
Klegin’s. opening and closing of the 
Tienda bar all in one night. Erst- 
while fight promoter and camera ex- 
pert went to great lengths adver- 
tising the place and then after every 
one knew that he was going to run 
it, threw an opening. Place was 
packed. 

Dick called one of the partners of 
the plage on the phone to tell him 
about his grand gala. After ex- 
plaining that every table was taken 
and. things looked great Klegin an- 
nounced he was going to deadhead 
some tabs because he wanted to 
gain the favor of several important 
patrons. Partner hollered murder 
and told Dick that he wasn’t to sign 
for a single drink, let alone a bot- 
tle of champagne. Whereupon Dick 
walked out in the crowded salon 
and announced that everything was 
free. 

The next day when the owners of 
the place saw the many unpaid tabs 
they aired Richard. 





Peppy Dalbrew has opened Flor- 
ence’s old place in Montmartre. The 
Argentine husband of Wilda Ben- 
nett has redecorated the place so 
that it looks like a million. He is 
popular here, 





Bob and Muriel Johnston fit in 
Chez Victor’s just like the well- 
rKnown glove. Their style of enter- 
taining seems to be just what the 
high hat American and English 
visitors want for the place has been 
running to capacity. 





Peggy Joyce popped in for just a 
day and then beat it to Cannes, 





The Irwin Sisters have been 
booked to star in a revue in Buenos 
Aires. They leave the Palace revue 
when it closes the end of next 
month for South America. 





Any number of acts have been 
booked for Spain. The exposition 
there, which is drawing hoards of 
people, is the answer. There is still 
at lot of bookings open. American 
turns getting preference, 





Laudy Lawrence, head of Metro 
in Europe, came to Paris from Ber- 
lin during the week a la stretcher, 
Hard working movie manager had 
an important business date which 
ane infected foot couldn’t deter, he 
sa da. . : 





Robert Gaudrault, 19, page boy at 
one of the large Champs Elysees 
resorts, is in a local prison for ap- 
‘propriating wallets. of: customers 
whose. overcoats he was commis: 
sioned to carry to the cloak room. 
Downfall was due'to his love for a 
dancer who believed him tobe the 
son of a ‘wealthy family. 





Latest gag here is about little 
Willie who went crying to his moth- 
er because his big sister had called 
him a dirty name. “Why not jot 
it. down, Bill,” snapped Ma, “don’t 
forget your father is writing an- 
other novel.” 





Two ambitious theatre owners are 
dickering for the Moulin Rouge, one 
of the leading music halls here. 
Price is umpteen milljon francs. 





A Texan Smacks ; 


“The Black Hole of Calcutta,” as 
Dick Klégin calls the Steam Room 
(women’s part of Ritz bar), was the 
scene of a fisticuff endeavor. Paul 
Brewster, former reporter, reaced 
over and asked a little fat feller to 
lay off his girl friend had then it 
began. ‘ 

“I'm just a littl mug from 
Texas,” piped up the tourist, “but 
if you think you can talk that way 
to me I will smack you,’ Where- 
upon Brewster stood. up—only. to. get 
in the way of.a smack which. im- 
mediately floored him. 

The agonizing part of the boister- 
ousness was that all, the gals 
started crying. Order was only. re- 
stored when Frank dragged in a 
couple of gendarmes. at me 





Jack Bushby, whe runs a. hide- 
away on Rue Caumartin, became 
unspliced. Local rags asserted that 
John was an American and was 
married in New York, which was 
just what he wanted them to say. 

Jack is English and was married 
here to a French girl. 





Speaking of bars, the human flies 
which have haunted these spots in 
Paris for years, are laying off for 
some unknown reason. Never'in the 
institutions has business been soe 
dull. 





Hal Sherman made ’em like it and 
how at the Palace. This lad surely 
knows what the French like, 


Good Will 


Gaument Palace (Metro house) 
directors endeared themselves to the 
French public for their generosity 
during the terrific cold spell of late. 
They heated the basement of the 
building, allowed the poor of the 








neighborhood to sleep there, and 








Performer Can Double 
Without Manager’s OK 


Paris, March 3. 
The French courts have decided a 
dancer can appear at a night club 
after the regular performance at a 
theatre, without any special permis- 
sion being needed from the manager 


of the latter, provided, of course, 
there is no stipulation to the con- 
trary in a contract. 

The judgment records a performer 
is master of his own time outside 
the regular services at the theatre, 


where he is engaged. In the pres- 
ent matter, Marie Dubas was play- 
ing at the Eldorado and sang at a 
cabaret after midnight. The theatre 
manager sued for breach of con- 
tract. Marie not having obtained 
his visa, but the court non-suited 
him with the foregoing rider. 


> > . 
Lily Langtry’s Will 
London. March 3. 

Lily Langtry (Lady de Bathe), 
who died at Monte Carlo Feb. 12, 
left $50,000, her villa and her jew- 
els to Mrs. Peat, her companion for 
16 years. 


Family silver was left to her 
daughter, Lady Ian Malcolm, whose 
two daughters also receive $25,000 
each, A maid, who had been with 
the actress for 15 years, gets her 
motorcar, also some antique furni- 
ture should it not be wanted by a 
museum at Jersey to which it was 
offered. 


Reformers Snubbed 





(Continued from page 1) 


in a huff and announced his resig-— 
nation. 


It is too early to state Mr. Hoover 
will stand pat on the course he 
seems to have adopted. The real 
hope that he will lies in the near 
panic among those who thought 
they had the world “by the tail” 
and are finding the hold isn’t so 
strong. 


Prior to Col. Mann’s resignation 
some of the political scribes here 
noted the cabinet line up and pre- 
dicted a liberal handing out of jobs 
to the Southern workers, principally 
in Mann’s line-up, on the fringe of 
the advising group. Now, with 
|Mann out, question is arising even 
as to the “fringe.” 


Another Setback 


Meanwhile the loophole through 
which Canon Chas. and the others 
hoped ‘to ballyhoo themselves 
through to plenty during the extra 
séssion looks to be tightening up 
also. 

Though Senator James E. Wat- 
son, R., from Indiana, where most 
of the Hays organization comes 
from, has been made floor leader of 
the upper body, he has indicated 
that he will not relinquish the 
chairmanship of the -interestate 
commerce committee, 

That committee had the Brook- 
hart bill for which the Canon 
dropped his own censoring proposal, 
It will get the new Brookhart ‘bill, 
also with the Canon’s support. But 
during the hearings the Canon, 
though fighting for recognition, got 
little and was held to the line by 
Senator Watson in the brief state- 
ment he was permitted to make, 

With Col. Mann out; President 
Hoover ignoring them to date, and 
Senator Watson still ruling the 
Senate committee the growing panic 
amongst the reformers seems to in- 
dicate they now possess more vision 
as to the future than did the’ Canon 
when he called it “the greatest 
chance in ten years.” 

{Many who heard the Canon’s 
statement believed amusements, 
particularly the picture industry, 
was in for a ride as thére was noth- 
ing else left for the reformers to 
reform. Hoover’s appointments were 
admittedly being watched with 
considerable apprehension. Though 
not entirely out of the woods the 
chances of the ride seem to be les- 
sened. 





then gave each a sizzling cup of 
coffiee to send them on their way in 
the morning. 





Gene Tunney is now in. dutch 
with the French press, as well as 
the American. Coming out of his 
hotel yesterday in Cannes, he 
swung on a cameraman and 
knocked him for a row. Result: 
Strong protest in local papers. 





« 

Foster Girls (American) in the 
next Casino Revue in April. Despite 
squawks about bad business Casino 
going right ahead booking _ high 





price stars for revue. 


~ AUSTRALIA. 


(Continued from page 3) 





ness here “Mo” («Roy Rene). is 
tured. Management recently cut 
ballet, leaving show terribly weak 

Empire —- Marilow-Rolls organization 
take over this house next month and 
will open with “Clowns in Clover.” WHil- 
liam Kent (American) efgaged as prin- 
cipal comedian 

Tivoli—Only big-time vaude house in 
town and doing fairly good business. 
What is really wanted here is a big fea- 
ture act every two weeks. Fhe policy 
allows an act to stay four or five weeks 
without a change Current Sid Roy's 
Lyricals featured English troupe, Sammy 
Shields, Ashton Jarry, Murray Parker, 
m. c.; Fallow Twins 

Pictures 

Regent (wired)—Seating 3.200. Busi- 
ness big with “Mother Knows Best,” run. 

Prince Edward (wired)—1,500. ‘Street 
Angel’ in for season. 

Lyceum (wired)—1,800. 
7th week. Union house. 

Capitol (silent )—3,300. Great bill with 
entertainment running snappily through- 


fea- 
out 


“Jazz Singer,” 


out. Ted Henkel and orchestra, with 
Rene Lees solo pianist. Buster Keaton 
in “Cameramn” feature. Stage enter- 
tainment ran 11 minutes. Great. George 
and Florence clicked, together wit 
house ballet. “Docks of New York’ 
closed. 

Haymarket (silent)—2,000. “Lost in 
smerny and “Divine Sinner.” Bush 
3ros, 

Lyric (silent)—1,600. “Pay as You 


Enter’ ‘and “The Glorious Trail.’", Camp- 
bel! Boys vaude act. ; 

Crystal Palace (silent )—1,000. Re- 
cently changed from extended season 
house to weekly change. “Pay as You 
Enter’ and “How to Manage Women.” 

Empress (silent)—1,000, Three feature 
grind house with “Lost in Antarctic,” 
“Moulin Rouge” and ‘The First Kiss,"’ 

Hoyts (silent)—Seating about 1,500. 
“Red Dance’ and “‘Moulders of Men.” 


Union-Kine Vaude 
Acts playing circuit include George & 


Florence, Campbell Boys, Bush Bros., 
Lorna, Lance & Co., La’ Salle & Mack, 
9 Samoans, Garrett, Lear & Haines, 


Deno & Rochelle, Helen Manning, Big 
Four, Nat Hanley, Samaroff & Sonia and 


Indian Trio. 
Melbourne 
His Majesty—‘‘Desert Song’ breaking 


records. 

Princess—‘‘Rio. Rita” clicking, 

Comedy—‘'Pigs.’’ Show. opened strong. 
Looks good. Alan Bunce and Ruts 
Nugent. 

yal—‘Victory,”” much discussed sex 
play looks like hit with Margaret Ban- 
nerman. 

Kings—Leon Gordon next week in 
“Flying Squad.” 

Tivoli—Horan and Myrtill, Harry 
Kahne, Flo Lewis, Canadian Cowboy 
Band,*Two Daveys and Jane Dillon. 

: Bijou—Small-time tab revue for Ful- 
ers. 


Pictures 
Both Union Theatres, Ltd., started off 
talker together. Unien Theatres, in con- 
junction with the Carrolls, opened at 
Athenaeum with “Jazz Singer as the 


feature. 

_ Hoyts opened at Auditorium with. 

“Red Dance.” 4 
thenaecum (wired)—Mischa Elman, | 


Martinelli, Vitaphone Orchestra, Howard 


Bros., Edward Horton & Lois Wilson, 
- a Monastery Cellar" and “Jazz 
ger.” ‘ 


Auditorium (wired)—Mussolini, “The 
Family Picnic,” Beatrice Lille, Movietone 
wows, “In a Music Shop,’ “The Red 

nce,”’ 

le (silent)—"The Desert Bride’ 

and “Show Girl.” 
ae Luxe (silent)—‘‘The Forbidden 
oman,’ “Racing Romeos”’ and “A Sis- 
ter to Assist ’Er.” ; a 

Galety (silent)—‘“Moulders’' of Men” 
and “The Golden Clown.” 


“Patsy” will be allowed to play 
out season instead of touring. Busi- 
ness tremendous, show in 6th month, 








Stage strike at St. James, Syd- 
ney, may cause trouble with ail 
stage crews attached to Fuller's 
throughout Australia. Talk of mu- 
sicians joining. Trouble arose over 
sacking of four men in Sydney. 





W. T. have enjoyed tremendous 
success with two American produc- 
tions during past season. “Desert 
Song”’ is smashing all records; Mel- 
bourne, with “Patsy,” doin same 
Sydney. “Hit the Deck” urted 
last week and looks good. 





Hot weather and bad business 
forced Tivoli, .Sydney, to lower ad- 
mission prices for vaudeville. Talk- 
ers have hurt. It is on cards that 
we may soon see a bill made up en- 
tirely of vaudeville shorts in one of 
Sydney’s vaude houses, 





Al Fisher (American) engaged to 
do the dances for “Clowns 
Clover” for 'Marlow-Rolls ‘Emp 
Sydney. 





Government refused to financially 


assist Alan Wilkie in maintaining a | 


permanent Shakespearean company 
here. 





Ada Reeve here to do 
round of Tivoli circuit. | 


another 





Ann Suter likely to visit again 
under Fuller. 





George Highland, W. T. producer, 
leaves for America this week. High- 
land will look over “The Show 
Boat,’ to be staged here at later 
date, and will also buy attractions 
for firm. 





Pictures 
Capitol, Sydney, may be wired 
shortly. Novelty “shorts” will prob- 
ably take place of one of silent pic- 
tures. Presentation idea will stil 
be carried, with no effect on orches- 
tra. 





Leon Rosebrook, from America, 
will have sole charge of orchestra 
and stage band entertainment for 
State, Melbourne, which opens Feb, 
23. Union Theatres now the strong- 





est in the film game In Australia. 
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Changes Forced by Sound 





(Continued from page 1) 


method of making the new type of 
picture. 
The Stage Question 

There is much conjecture and 
dispute as to whether the new 
sound stages are the practical 
places for the making of the sound 
picture. Some claim it can be done 
without the various precautions and 
special structural materials. Others 
are even bold enough to express 
the belief that the time is Not far 
off when these expensive platforms 
will be changed and the old prac- 

_ tical stages used for the silent pic- 
ture will again be utilized. 

From the production standpoint 
the talkers have reduced the num- 
ber of sets for a picture from 20 to 
22 to seven or eight.”"Area covered 
by these sets is also smaller. 

Paramount, with the destruction 
of its new sound stages, has taken 
time by the forelock and is utiliz- 
ing 10 old stages for sound product. 
From what is visible to a casual 
observer, all this studio has done 
for sound protection is simply place 
huge drapes around the set to be 
shot. Reports are that the method 
is proving okay. At Radio they are 
just lining their interior with in- 
sulated cork composition board and 
paying no attention to the reinforc- 
ing or protection of the exterior. At 
Pathe several talkers have been 
made on the old silent stages and 
results are reported gratifying to 
the producers there. 

Costs Mounting 

Cost of making sound ~-pictures 
unfolds differences in opinion. Some 
say it’s slightly in excess of the 
silent picture. Others chart the 
cost at 125 per cent. above that of 
the silent opus, That statement can 
be construed as logical when an en- 
deavor is made to incorporate the 
same ~ production values in the 
sound and talkers as were con- 
tained in the usual silent picture. 
Some of the earlier sound and dia- 
log pictures were made with few 
sets, none elaborate or containing 
large ensembles of extra talent. But 
the type now being made is on a 
more pretentious and daring scale, 
with costs.-mounting accordingly. 

Shorts were first considered by 
the producers as an experiment and 
a novelty. Today this branch of 
sound is being taken more seriously 
and is given extra attention in 
preparation, talent and production. 
Most of the short comedy produc- 
ers who had thrown up the sponge 
now have a new lease on life with 
the addition of sound and dialog to 
their product. Where they got as 
low as $3-a day in rentals, and in 
most instances $75 a week for their 
product, the minimum demand now 
is $25 a day and $1000 a week for 
first run projection for the same 
type of picture that was being re- 
jected a year ago without sound. 
Some of these shorts are being 
featured in first run houses above 

silent picture features. 

Within the past six months 
more than 40 synchronous sound 
systems have been registered as 
contenders for the business of the 
producer and exhibitor and more 
than 50 non-synchronous devices 
have been cataloged. Picture people 
predict that aside from the two ma- 
jor systems, but two or three will 
be left in the field to be chosen by 
small exhibitors as combining effi- 
ciency, tone and economy. 

Acoustic Problems 

One engineer declares that the 
theatre operator will have to install 
proper acoustics to get value, This 
expert says that a sound annoyance 
condition exists in 75 per cent. of 
the houses now wired and must be 
remedied through correction of the 
theatre. Fault, he maintains, is 
mostly in the amplification. 

Upon the arrival of sound and 
dialog exterior action became dif- 
ficult. However, this was overcome 
by Fox with “In Old Arizona.” 
Warners’ made “Conquest,” an out- 
door picture, by a remote control 
method over a mike hooked up to 
the recording room by telephone 
wire more than 200 miles away. 
That did not work out as feasibly 
as did the recording with the 
sound truck on location. Universal, 
having the wagons, will incorporate 
dialog into all of the new Ken 
Maynard westerns. 

Talent Panic 

There was considerable panic 
when the producers first started 
making talkers. They began util- 
izing stage actors for their impor- 
tant pictures and those who only 
had experience in the silent field 
were fear stricken. 

To prove that they were 
for the talkers, the feature 
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fitted 
and 
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stellar screen players went into any 
sort of theatrical production avail- 
able and in most instances found 
themselves okay. Some even went 
so far as to finance productions for 
a few weeks to get over their point 
and about 75 per cent. were success- 
ful so far as employment opportu- 
nities for the talkers were con- 
cerned. 
The smaller fry and the extra 
class fell for the vocal schools 
which sprang up over night like 
mushrooms, Results from these 
sources were not so good as most 
of the operators were poorly 
equipped to turn out the product 
required. Others tried radio for 
their chance to talk. Stations, how- 
ever, got particular and only fell 
for names that the public knew. 
This sort of propaganda and ex- 
perience has had little effect on 
the producers who haven't the time 
to listen to other programs. 
As the producers started finding 
good dialog calibre among the film 
colony, the importation of talent 
from the east subsided and the 
coast restlessness has not been so 
obvious of late. 
Sound pictures have created 
plenty of new jobs at the studios. 
It is also true that the producers 
didn’t know just what they wanted 
to do with importations of stage 
directors, actors and playwrights, 
many of whom went back at the 
expiration or before the expiration 
of their contracts. They couldn't 
fathom what was wanted of them. 
Film Musicals 
Now musical comedy is coming 
into the talker field and song writ- 
ers and composers are arriving in 
droves. With just a few of these 
productions completed and under- 
way, the song writer and composer 
is being held in leash. Producers 
impress upon him the importance 
of story and theme song and 
thwart him in his endeavor to turn 
out hit compositions for the accom- 
panying lyrics and melodies. 

Idea’s that the theme song can- 
not and must not be overshadowed. 
This condition will undoubtedly be 
overcome in time. 

Where the studios making silent 
pictures only carried a set orches- 
tra of two to four pieces, they now 
have a number of musicians with 
two or more units kept constantly 
busy synchronizing. Men get $10 an 
hour for straight synchronization, 
with the leaders double. Technical 
department has also added consid- 
erably to the payroll. These are 
mostly sound engineers and advis- 
ors recruited from the ranks of ra- 
dio and telephone technicians. At 
their old occupation these men at 
best could not get over $200 weekly, 
but in the picture game they get as 
high as $750. It takes nine of these 
specialized technicians to handle 
each production unit in the process 
of recording a picture. 

The produters seem _ perplexed 
regarding the silent versions of 
sound pictures. They are not 
prone to pass up the possibility of 
silent distribution as long as the 
majority of the theatres in the 
world remain unwired and there is 
no concrete way to handle the for- 
eign language situation. It is ex- 
pected that the added cost of mak- 
ing a silent version will be gradu- 
ally eliminated, as it will develop 
to such a state of efficiency where 
both can be made at the same time, 
the only added cost being the extra 
expense for the film utilized for the 
double version. Some producers 
now are making the silent version 
and then adding sound. Fox states 
that where it made 100 per cent. 
talkers no silent version was turned 
out. Warners’ did only a few of the 
strictly all-talkers without making 
a silent print as well. 

Independents Worried 

Sound has thrown a scare into 
the independents. Mergers, of 
course, had considerable to do with 
it, but the principal reason is that 
most of the smaller producers are 
not financially able to equip them- 
selves with recording product. Ini- 
tial installation cost and the roy- 
alty per reel for sound is too much. 
Also hard hit are the film labora- 
tories by the change in production. 
Their equipment was inadequate to 
handle the sound film for develop- 
ment and all had to install new 
machinery to keep“tn the swim. It 
cost them better than $2,000,000 to 
cope with the new requirements. 

Sale of negative raw stock in 
1928 was double that of 1927. In 
the last six months of. 1928 three 
times as much raw negative was 
sold as for the corresponding period 
in the previous year. Manufactur- 
ers claim this will not be perma- 





nent; that eventually the producers 


L. A. WOULD BAR 
ALL TENT SHOWS 


—— 


Result of Auto Show Fire 
—Want Ordinance 





Los Angeles, March 12. 
Circuses, carnivals, religious re- 
vivals and other tent shows or ex- 
hibitions may be permanently barred 
within the city limits as a direct 
result of the disastrous fire which 
wiped out the Los Angeles auto 
show last week. 

Fire commission has recommend- 
ed passage of an ordinance prohib- 


iting tent shows of any description 
in the city. 

Various insurance companies, 
hard hit by the auto show losses, 
are co-operating with the fire com- 
missioners to bring about an adop- 
tion of such an ordinance and will 
work for vigorous enforcement 
should it be enacted, 





Southern California’s biggest and 
most costly’show went up in flames 
when the third annual automobile 
show under canvas, at Hill street 
and Washington avenue, was de- 
stroyed with a loss estimated at 
from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000. 
Approximately 500 new cars, half 
a dozen airplanes and dozens of ex- 
pensive motorboats were destroyed. 
Chief Big Tree, vaude and carni- 
val performer, was ballyhooing at 
the Pontiac booth. He lost all his 
personal effects. Claude McF aul, in 
charge of the McFaul aerial signs, 
was badly burned. 





101 and Sells-Floto 
Clash on Chi Play Date 


Chicago, March 12. 

For the ‘irst time in 15 years, Chi- 
cago will have some hot circus op- 
position when Sells-Floto plays the 
Coliseum and Miller’s 101 Ranch 
opens Paddy Harmon’s new stadium 
March 30. 

An extensive billing and news- 
paper campaign is planned, with the 
Miller outfit at a disadvantage. The 
new stadium where it will play is 
on the west side, whil: the Coliseum 
is in Chi’s downtown section. 





CIRCUS DATE 
Akron, O., March 12. 
First circus activities of the sea- 
son, Advance squad of Ringling- 
Barnum-Bailey circus here. Show 
has been granted a license for June 
6, almost the same date as year ago. 





REVIVES WORLD AMUSE. CO. 
Detroit, March 12. 
Paul Savoy has re-incorporated 
the World Amusement Company. 
He will reopen general booking 
and amusement offices here this 
week. 
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HAL PARKER 


Hal Parker, 38, for 15 years the 
straight of Butler and Parker, died 


Saturday (March $) in Park West 
hospital, New York, of pneumonia. 


Mr. Parker and Miss Butler, who 
in private life is Mrs. Parker, 
worked the Keith theatre in Far 
Rockaway, L. L, the last half of 
week starting Feb. 25 and prior to 
the last show. March 32, Mr. 
Parker was seized with a chill. 
They returned at once to New York 
without playing the final perform- 
ance. In the hospital pneumonia 
developed. 

Parker and Miss Butler married 
14 years, had played vaude for years 
with musical show engagements 
between times. Among the shows 
in which they appeared were “Keep ' 
Cool,” and their last legit engage- 
ment with Ned Wayburn’s “ Gam- 
bols.” 

They were under a Shubert con- 
tract and had planned to shortly 
join the Shuberts’ “A Night in 
Venice.” Meanwhile Keith con- 
tracts were being played. 

Funeral services were conducted 
from the Riverside Memorial 
Church yesterday (Tuesday) morn- 
ing. Cremation at Fresh Pond, 
N. J 





SAGER MIDGLEY 


Sager Midgley, 72, veteran vaude- 
villian, died Sunday afternoon 
aboard a train en route to Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. The N.‘V. A. in New 
York made arrangements to have 
the body returned to Campbell’s. 
Years ago Mr. Midgley, with 
Gertrude Carlisle, formed the stand- 
ard comedy team of. Midgley and 
Carlisle, which was standard for 15 
years. When the pair separated 
Midgley worked in shows and also 
appeared at the head of several 
comedy turns under Henry Bel- 
iett’s direction. Among the shows 
in which he appeared were “Twin 
Beds” and “Fair and Warmer.” His 
last two vaudeville sketches were 
“Hello, Wife!” with five people, and 
“Oh, Jonsey!” Miss Carlisle dled 
about a year ago. Her tragic dead 
is said to have depressed her for- 
mer stage partner noticeably. Midg- 
ley at one time married, but was 
divorced. Of that union a son, Ray 
Miagiey, a New York stage director, 
survives: 





ELMER E. VANCE 


Elmer E. Vance, who became fa- 
mous 35 years ‘ago when he wrote 
and produced “The Limited Mail,” 
first railroad play using a mechan- 
ical train on the stage, died at his 
home in Newark, O., after four days’ 
illness of pneumonia. 

Vance got his idea for the play 
while a dispatcher for the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad in Newark. 
It made him wealthy, but he lost 
most of his’ wealth in later the- 
atrical ventures. 

He is survived by a widow and 
a brother, George W. Vance, of 
Zanesville, O. 





will get their bearings and be more 
economical in the use of negative. 
But because of sound camera units 
having been considerably increased. 
Where just a first and second cam- 
era man, each with an assistant, 
were previously used, now studios 
often have 10 men in a unit, pos- 
sibly four first and two second 
camera men. 
Camera Angles 

Four absclutely new types of raw 
stock have been gotten out by one 
of the manufacturers in the last six 
months due to sound. They are 
either for straight photographing or 
for recording sound on film. Sound 
has virtually wiped out all demand 
for positive film of soft character- 
istics. Reason for this is that it is 
nut convincing to see a fuzzy, ether- 
eal portraitvre in a close-up joined 
with speech. Portraiture that car- 
ries a vocal accompaniment must 
be sharply defined rather than soft 
focused if the dialog is expected to 
earry conviction. 

Sales of negative films for each 
of the first eight weeks of 1929 are 
reported to be 50 per cent. in excess 
of any one of those for the final six 
months of last year. Eastman has 
turned out a new panchromatic 
type of negative which is more 
highly sensitized than any preced- 
ing stock. It was.suggested by Hal 
Mohr, now shooting “Broadway,” to 
make possible illumination of a 
vast stage. Mohr had a problem 





that even with a series of batter- 


fes pulling 33,000 amperes, the 
equivalent of 4,000,000 watts, he 
found he would need all of it for 
his technicolor work. With the 
testing of the new film he is said 
to have found that 75 per cent. of 
this illumination could be dispensed 
with in the making of black and 
white scenes. This film is so sen- 
sitive that Mohr experimented in 
having the stage darkened and hav- 
ing a man stand in front of a cam- 
era lighting a cigaret. With the 
camera still turning the lights were 
thrown off and the shooting con- 
tinued. Film was printed with a 
No. 12 light and the outlines of the 
head of the smoker were clearly 
visible when the film was put on 
the screen. Had No. 4 light been 
used, giving the film greater advan- 
tage and longer development, the 
smoker’s features would have been 
clearly recognized. This is the 
first time that a lighted match 
showed an object on a film exposed 
on a dark stage. 

This new negative costs 6% 
cents a foot, while the straight 
panchromatic costs four cents a 
foot. However, the amount of 
juice saved for the black and white 
work more than overcomes the 
added cost of this stock. 

In Hollywood there were three 
independent title writers who before 
sound had healthy enterprises. Now 
they are looking for ‘a line to sup- 
plement their present work, feeling 





that their racket is about shot. 























JOHN THOMPSON 


John Thompson, 86, 1 
actor and vaudevillian, Pro Mane 4 
10 in French Hospital, New York, 
Mr. Thompson went on the 
when 15 and that he remained ag. 


ot fiv 
tive up to a few months ago, whea 


of 


he suffered a collapse and was re. § pon? © 
moved to the hospital for treag. Be poet 
ment. of 
Thompson wrote all his own acta, 4 + 
particularly the monologs, musie 01 
and lyrics, being a musician whe 8 
played four instruments on the nd, | 
stage. Interment in the Actors to 
Fund plot, Kensico Cemetery, ~ 





FRANK P. MURPHY : 


Frank P. Murphy, 66, vaudevillian | 
died in New York March 6. i eg 
25 years Murphy worked in support —: The 
of the late Ben Welch and when the § to be 
latter became blind continued work. § ™U5*t ¢ 


ago. I 


ing with him and was in constant sters 
attendance. turned 

When Welch died Murphy took § propos! 
the death of his stage pal much to § @ sket' 


heart and in recent years was § Farnell 
looked after by the N. V. A. Mur- @& 02®; : 
phy insisted on living in New York who P 
and spent his time in company of 
vaudeville people. 





JOSEPH F. DAVIS 


Joseph F. Davis, 70, vaudevillian, 
died in’ New York March 3. Dur- 
ing his stage career he had ap- 
peared with-Jennie Yeamans, Har+ 
rigan and Hart, Manning and 


* 
In Memoriam 


of my adored and beloved 
husband 


HAL J. PARKER 


who left March 9th, 1929 
Ann Butler Parker 


Davis, the Silver. Quartette, Lew 
Dockstader, Billy Barry and in WD 
“The Fairy’s Well.” worth 
Interment in Catholic Actors’ (Pe Parr 
Guild plot fn Calvary cemetery, ‘ 


Brooklyn. _- 





1. A. DEATHS 


Wilfred F. Biggs, charter member 
and former secretary, Fond du Lac, 
Wis. local 235; William A. Bauer, 
of Pittsburgh focal three. 





Alexander Goldfarb, 41, tuba 
player with Louis Katzman’s musi- 
cal organizations, died last week of 
cancer. A widow survives, and 
there were no children. THE 

Goldfarb was with Katzman’s An- § ——_ 
glo-Persians (radio) band and the 
Brunswick recording orchestral 


AL. |} 
units. 


ANO’ 





The wife of Frank Manning died 
March 4 in Brooklyn. The hus- 
band and two sons, Coleman and 
George, survive. 


ts 





James D: Martin, 50, pianist and 
radio entertainer, president of Mar- 
tin Music Co., Los Angeles, died 
March 4 of heart disease. 





Criley Orton, 41, manager, Orton 
Bros.’ circus, died recently in Of- 
tonville, Ia., of blood clot on the 
brain. ’ 

The son of Locke Perfit, of Chi- 
cago W. V. M. A., died March 6 in 
San Diego, Cal., of pneumonia. A. i, 











John H. Quackenbush, New York 
fair promoter, died March 6 if 
Schaghticoke. 





W. Potter Brown, 75, showman, 
died at New London, Conn., last 
week. 





Orville $. Russell, WHAM radio 
announcer, died in Rochester, N. ¥+ 





March 7. ° 

Frank C. Reynolds, 54, former .s 
stock actor, died in Rochester 
March 7. 





Mother of Arthur C. Mester, wre 2 
ager of the Booth theatre, died A S 
her home in Columbus, O., March 1. 











Father of George Schreck died Let 
March 8 in Everett, Mass. 
Mother of Clift Friend, songwrite® IO 





died recently. , ‘ 














{ur- 
Tork 
y of 


tors’ 
Lery, 


nber 


1uery 


tuba 
usi- 
k of 
and 


An- 
the 
tral 


died 
1uUs- 
and 


and 
[ar- 
lied 


rton 
Or- 
the 


Chi- 
6 in 


rork 
nan, 


adio 
Re 


‘mer 
ster 


1an- 
i at 
1 11. 


died 


iter, 




































$C 


THE 
et 





Wednesday, March 13, 1929 


VARIETY 


61 





—— 











VARIETY’S CHICAGO 


Woods Bidg., Suite 


Phones: 
Fe 


HAL HALPERIN m Charge 
Central 0644-4401 


OFFICE 


CHICAGO 


Chicago it 
ist. 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Chicago Office for intormation. 
be addressed care Variety, 


forwarded or advertised in Variety's Letter 


Mail may 
Weods Bidg., 


will be held subject to call, 














* 2 


ot 






State-Lake ve 

ve Loop heuses Ww n a ra- 
- one block the State-Lake 
was drawing beyond capacity 


¢ ;noon Sunday. Personal appeaf- 


C Leatrice Joy was an impor- 
t teas but last week the house 
the same thing without any 
orthy drawing feature. And 
xt Sunday the State-Lake goes 

na, with bigger pictures in addi- 
» to the vaudeville, mak- 
it, temporarily at least, the cen- 
of attention, of o's pop- 
show ness. 
Peet's a long step from the weak- 
kneed State-Lake of several months 
Locally it makes very evident 
the advance of R-K-O vaudeville 
‘under new ement. 
The next old-fashioned die-hard 
to be discarded is that dumb acts 
must open or close a show. Rubio 
Sisters, a goqd and novel hand-to- 
jhand team, by opening this bill 
turned it into a sometimes boring 
proposition. Third spot was held by 
a sketch, Angus and Searle; then 
Farnell and Florence, who work in 
one; then Eddie Dale and company, 
who play around in full for a half 
Sour or more; and then Leatrice 
Boy. the headliner, who cut her ma- 
terial, but was still on view for 
plenty of minutes. 
Dale is a burlesque comic, and 
carries five girls-and two men for 
its and hoofing fill-ins. His skits 
» about a dame pickup, a checke: 
; er who pays no attention to his 
yife’s avowed indiscretions, and— 
hello, everybody—the Irish justice 
t. It was liked here. 
»Harry Le Van, also a burlesque 
om was on second and fared 
ly. Assisting him is Lettie, 
les, pretty stout, who straights 
though she and the customers 
having a glorious time, which 
dren’t. Harry’s comic costume, 
and piano batting went for lit- 


| Angus and Searle sketch, third, 
a8 novelty which results in good 
nedy. Two sets of twins, boys 
girls, play it in a hotel suite 
ting, and the fun comes when 
wife mistakes the other wife’s 
--fighting husband for her own 
tious lecturer husband, and vice 
For more than half the 
h only one pair is on the stage 
once, making it look like a 
py quick-change act. It is 
worth playing anywhere. 
\ Parnell and Florence, fourth, work 
comedy very slowly but don’t 
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When in Chicage 
_ Visit These Hits 
* 4 h ; ia 


POLLO 3 weanesasy and Saturday 
On the Site of the Ola Clymple 
SEASON’S SENSATION! 








re ty 
“DIAMOND LIL” 


MOST-TALKED-OF STAR AND 
PLAY IN THE WORLD 


¥ MATINBE SATURDAY 
ILLINOIS m BA 


4. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 
ANOTHER ZIEGFELD TRIUMPH 
: MARILYN 
MILLER 
tr in ROSALIE with 
JACK 
DONAHUE 














AUDITORIUM 
4 WEEKS ONLY 
Triumphant Return 


ZIEGFELD 
“RIO RITA” 


Bigger and Better Than Ever 











a 





A. woops’ MATS. 


R. 
DELPHI ° wan. ans caz. 


A. H. WOOD®s’ 


“The Trial of Mary Dugan” 


BY BAYARD VEILLER 


7TH SUCCESSFUL MONTH 


let it get dangerous. Farnell as a 
@runk works alone for half the act, 
rambling on about anything and 
then switching to avoirdupois gac. 
when his heavyweight woman part- 
ner comes on. Did well here. 

Leatrice Joy, recently reviewed at 
the Palace, is one of today’s picture 
stars and may be relied on to at- 
tract attention. At the first show 
she cut a comedy character bit that 
went great at the Palace, ending 
with a dramatic song that carriés 
enough punch to close the turn. 
Good vaudeville. 

Closing were Loyalta’s Arabian 
Stallions, turming out to be a dog 
act without a horse in it. Title 
comes from opening parade of the 
pooches wearing horse masks and 
fooling plenty until a couple of 
barks. Nice for all houses. 

“Tough Boy” (Fox), feature, with 
Leatrice Joy in it. ing. 





Duffin and Draper, dance team, 
were taken out of the Oriental unit 
this week and placed into the Chi- 
cago to bolster the latter show. 





Ernie Young has contracted the 
show for Tulsa (Okla.) state fair 
this summer. He is sending a 50- 





third annual Holy Week engage- 
ment. Prolog on stage with local 
talent will be used. Tie-up already 
100 per ent with 
groups and newspapers. 





George Tyler’s “Macbeth” booked 
for two performances at the Rivoli 
April 15. 





Hettie McCree, former circus 
equestrienne, sued for $15,000 by 
Gertrude L. Brown, injured in a 
collision between the two women’s 
autos, 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
English’s—Berkell stock. 
Circle—"“Why Be Good.” 
Indiana—“Children of the Ritz.” 
Murat—Dark. 

New Ohie—“Abie’s Irish Rose.” 
Loew’s Palace—'‘*The [ron Mask.” 
Apolle—“The Redeeming Sin.” 








“Fairview Follies,” annual Butler 
University production, at Keith's 
March 15-16. 





Wabash, Ind., Christian Church 
will show neewsreelg at regular 
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people revue ‘including Al Sweet’s 
band. 


Jacob Ben Ami is appearing for a 
limited engagement at Glickman’s 
Palace, local Yiddish playhouse. 


“The High Road” out. of the 
Blackstone Saturday, week ahead of 
schedule, 


The Playhouse, Michigan avenue 
spot that has had only seven ten- 
anted weeks this season with “In 
Abraham's Bosom,” opens March 19 
with “Beggar’s Opera.” 


A. Kempton’s Linden at 63d and 
Halsted opened with sound. 














An M-G-M outfit is on location 
at Green Bay, Wis., filming scenes 
for “Thunder.” Cast includes Lon 
Chaney and Phyllis Haver. 





Chicago Treasurers’ Union will 
be represented 100 per cent at Har- 
mon’s new sports stadium, opening 
March 28. Harmon will employ 
only union boxoffice men, 





Paramount, L. & T. house, opens 
with sound March 14. It is the 13th 
wired house in this chain. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 
Palace—Wright stock. 
Paramount — “Doctor's and 

stage show. 
Vita-Temple—“Singing Fool” (return). 
State—‘Red Wine.” 
Pantheen—"“‘Children of Ritz.” 
Valentine—‘“‘Lucky Boy.”’ 
Princess—‘“‘Carnation Kid.” 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Rivol#—Vaudfilm (Pan). 
Empire—Mutual Bur. 
Ohio (wired)—Change. 
World (wired)—Change. 


Gene. Lane joins the Wright stock 
here March 24. He replaces Klock 
Ryder, who goes to the new Wright 
outfit in Dayton, Ohio. 


Jack O’Connell is bringing the 
film of the Freiburg Passion Play 
back to the Vita-Temple for its 





Secret” 
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JOSEF DICKTNER, Room 337, 1 





Feather Your Nest! 


But Don’t Pick Lemons 


-COLETTA RYAN 


Star of George White’s “Scandals,” and the “Passing Show,” says: 


“Metropolitan Chicago real estate is a very fine investment. 
made through courtesy of Mr. Dicktner, are most satisfactory.” 


Let me help you, too, and show you how Business, Residence and Apartment 
Sites, near ‘L” stations, will make money for you—yet they can be had 
with little money NOW. Drop me a line. 





My own, 


11 W. Washington St., CHICAGO 











Sunday service for thirteen weeks, 
the Rev. L. P. Burcker, pastor, an- 
nounced, 


Donald Graham, Indianapolis 
architect, will open a new picture 
house at Marion, Ind., in May. 








Indiana Photoplay Indorses meet 
April 4-5 in annual session in con- 
ee with the national conven- 
tion. 





CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Stillman (wired)—*"Broadway Melody” 

(2a week). 
Palace — “Marriage by Contract”; 
Alien 


(wired)—“Lady of the 
ments,’’ 


Hip (wired)—"Dummy.” 
State (wired)—‘Marquis Preferred’; 


unit. 
Cameo (wired)—“Redeeming Sin.” 
Keith's 106th—*Sunset Pass’; vaude. 


vaude. 
Pave- 





Loew’s Granada, second-run 
house, now being wired for talkies. 
Ready March 17. This gives Loew's 
seven talker theatres. 





“Broadway Melody” drew gross 
gate of $23,000 in first week at the 
Stillman. 
more, 





Frank Drew, local M-G-M ex- 
change manager, re-elected presi- 
dent of Cleveland Film Board of 
Trade. William Weiss again treas- 
urer, and Al Mertz, vice-president. 





Keith’s 105th gets talkies the end 
of this month. 





Movie-Phone Corp. of Chicago 
has opened office here in film ex- 
change. Edward Casanave is dis- 
trict manager. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Alvin—‘“‘Coquette.” 
Nixon—“Dracula.” 
Pitt—“Skidding.” 
Davis—Vaude. 
Academy—Mutual bur. 

Pictures 
Penn—“Canary Murder Case’; Publix 

unit. 

Stanley—“Why Be Good”; stage show. 
Grand—''Weary River’’(3d week). 
Aldine—"‘Making the Grade."’ 








Enright—“Seven Footprints’; sta2ge 
show. 

Harris—Vandfilm. 
Regent—‘‘Redeeming Sin.” 

Sheridan Square—Vaudfilm. 

This is the first week here. in 


months that all three legit theatres 
have attractions. 





Sound has gone back into Olym- 
pic, Stanley-WE small-seater. House 
was first to get talkers, but equip- 


Expected to run seven 


local church | 





ment removed when Stanley, near- 
by, was wired, 





Margaret Johnston, 16, dancer, in- 
jured when run over by a two-ton 
truch. 





Press, Scripps-Howard daily, has 
been running Robert Garland’s re- 
view of current New York plays 
same day as in New York Telegram. 





Cameo theatre, downtown movie 
house, burned July 4, is to be re- 
built. 





“Dracula” in at Nixon for two 
weeks. House closes Holy Week, 


Tyler's “Macbeth” April 1, 
shutting down for season. 


then 





Up in the Hill district two Yid- 
dish theatres are fighting each 
other. Purely a grud-e affair, with 
both said to be dropping coin but 
each refusing to give up; two own- 
ers millionaires. Most of the Jew- 
ish trade has left the Hill district 
and won't come in from the suburbs 





Ann Pennington hopped a rattler 
for the coast immediately after the 
Saturday night performance of 
“Scandals” here, leaving the cast 
to make talkers in Hollywood. 


ST. LOUIS 


American—Thurston (2 weeks). 

Shubert-Rialte—All-star “‘Macbeth.” 

Ambassador — “Chinaiown Nights’; 
stage show. 

Fox—“‘Ghost Talks’; stage show. 

Grand—Vaudfilm. 

Grand Centrai—‘Canary Murder Case.” 

Loew's State—“The Iron Mask.” 

Midtown— Dark. 

Be 


Missouri— ‘Why 
show. 
St. Louis—-R-K-O vaude. 
Garrick—Mutual bur. 
Liberty—Burlesque. 





Good?"; stage 





—> 


The St. Louis is veing equipped 
with RCA Photophone, Start 
March 24, 





James P. Brennan, former mana- 
ger, and Lawrence C. Stuever, for- 
mer treasurer, of the Grand Opera 
House, held on charge of embezzling 


$7,000 from theatre. B. F Quinby, 


resident manager, testified to find- 
ing the shortage after he had re- 
lieved Brennan as manager. 





E. H. Sothern gave a lecture re- 
cital at the St. Louis Women’s Club 
Tuesday, doing some Shakespeare. 





Alexander Rosanoff, who for two 
years sang under the baton of Serge 
Rachmaninoff at the Russian Im-~ 
perial Opera, has located in St. 
Louis as a vocal teacher. 


Eddie Peabody, Missouri m, e¢., 
will leave March 22 for Hollywood. 
He opens at the Loew theatre, Los 
Angeles, March 25. 


Fred Bishop, general stage di- 
rector, and Vittori Verse, musical 
director, of the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera, are training 210 chorus 
scholars in preparation for the 
opening in June. Already advance 
reservations are in excess of $83,000, 
a record. 








By JACOB SMITH 
Wilson—TFritz Leiber, Shakespeare rep. 
Shubert-Detroit—“Mary Dugan.” 
Civie—"“Liliom.” 
Cadillae—Mischief Makers. 
Lafayette—‘‘Luckee Girl.” 

Pictures 
Michigan—‘‘Woman of Affairs.” 
Capitol—‘‘Why Be Good.” 
Fisher—‘‘Girl on the Barge.” 
State—"“The Redeeming Sin.” 

adison—‘‘Interference.” 
Adams—‘“‘Singing Fool.” 
Oriental—“‘River Woman.” 





“Singing Fool” originally figured 
to stay 12 weeks. Now in its 15th 
week and looks like several more. 
“Weary River,” with Barthelmess, 
waiting to get in. 





Michigan Motion Picture Theatre 
association is starting “Go to the 
Movie on Monday” campaign. H. 
M. Richey in charge. 





George W. Trendle, general man- 
ager of Kunsky enterprises, is re- 
appointed member of Detroit Fire 
Commission. 





ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 
Ertanger—Dark 
Capt 


tol—"In Old Arizona”; vaude. 
Georgia—"Lady of the Pavements”; 
vaude 
Howard — “Redeeming Sin’; Publix 


unit. 
Metrepolitan— ‘Marriage by Contract.” 
Rialte—‘Sal of Singapore." 





Men playing at Hotel Ansiey with 
Harry Pomar and his Okeh Record- 
ing orchestra, walked out on him 
Saturday because at a recent dance 
at Piedmont Driving Club, swanky 
social joint, he quarreled with Ray 
Chestnut, sax player. Fight got 
under way after Leslie Williams, in 
sax section, had socked Harry. 





Carter Barron, independent man- 
ager of the Met, is putting in band 
shows. 





BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Buffalo—‘‘Desert Nights.” 
Hipp—“‘Children of the Ritz.” 
Century—"The [ron Mask.” 

Great Lakes—‘‘The Ghost Talks.” 
Lafayette—"‘The Lone Wolf's Davugh- 
ter.” 


7 





Paid entertainers and commer- 
cialized speakers will be barred 
from the Buffalo public schools 
hereafter under a resolution adopted 
by the Board of Education investi- 
gation revealed that speakers in 
school auditoriums got to 50 per 
cent of the admission prices. 





Uhexpected action by the police 
closed all Buffalo night clubs and 
dance halls promptly at 12 for the 
first time in many years. At the 
Ritz, downtown dance hall, the rec- 
ord crowd which greeted Vincent 
Lopez’s one-night engagement was 
turned out. Silver Slipper and Pal- 
-_ Royal proprietors received sum- 

ons. 





The Tierney musical comedy 
stock closed at the Court Street fol- 
lowing two weeks’ dull engagement. 





Herbert Straub is out as m. c. at 
Shea’s Buffalo this week, due to an 
injury to his foot when a shoot- 
ing target use@ by Tom Mix week 
before was overturned . 





Dark weeks are in prospect again 
for booth and Erlanger and the 


Teck. George Tyler’s “Macbeth” 
first underlined. for the Teck 
April 8. 





Orders have been issued by Mayor 
Schwab to the police for a drive 
against salacio magazines with 
the city ready to prosecute vendors 
of the publications im the 
morals of the youth. Investigations 
have been made since early last 
month, following complaints of par- 
ents. 





MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms aad baths 
i 




















ST. REGIS HOTEL 
Single Room without Bath. $7. $8. $9.06 
Single Koom with Bath... .$10.50 $12.06 
Twin Bede without Bath... $11.06 
Double Room withomt Bath.. $10. $12.08 
Deubie Room with Bath. .....$12. $14.00 
with Bath $14.00 

Running water in @) rooms 
Conveniently located to”all theatres 
Within walking distance of the loop 


616 N. Clark 8t., Phone—Superior 1322 


ee 











ANNUAL CLEARANCE 


SALE 


FEBRUARY 6 TO 26 


. New and Used Costumes 
LESTER LTD. 


14 W. Lake 8&t. - CHICAGO 
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| WE DO REPAIRING 





PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$6@O.co and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
AUL MODELS—ALL 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION } 
OPEN EVENINGS | 


| SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York Cy | 
| SOLE AGENTS FOR HB & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197, Pennsylvania 9064 ae 


SIZES ON HAND 





WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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may bo addressed care Variety, Loew's State | 
ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge Bidg. Suite 1221-£2, Loe Angeles. it will be | 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 3711-3712 tised in Variety's Letter List. il 
Orph n, each chanting comedy and blues, | Kripps, Dedette Lee, Edythe Ray- TT of comment and Marvin we 
There were roe ‘names” on pony ves “nut” full-stan’ acts, didn’t |nore and Robert Lawler. SEA LE big. ieee 
the bill, virtually an all-comedy| offer enough variety, and rated bill 


show, with Jack Benny, the m. ¢., 
and the Foy Family held over for 


the second week. 
“Princess Pat,” 


elty. 


the pay customers howling. 
turn is sure fire. 


ceded. 


‘ Deuce spot to the Harrington Sis- 
ters, with a few comedy songs and 
some ballads. Mostly original num- 


bers. 


In trey Pilcer, Douglas and Mc- 
Kenna in a class dancing and sing- 
ing act that mopped. Elsie Pilcer 
and Boots McKenna offered fancy 
stepping, especially their > ag 

u - 
ley Douglas chanted and gagged be- 
They tied 


number that was plenty hot. 


tween dance numbers. 
things up. 


Then the hokum started. Benny 
on, accompanied by a supposed valet 
carrying traveling bag and golf out- 
Somie gags by the m. c. before 
announcing Grace Hayes and Ne- 
For the next three or 
fovr acts Benny repeated the bag 
a 1 golf gag, finally explaining, it 
v3 to be part of his act next sea- 


fit. 


ville Fleeson. 


son, good for laughs. 


Hayes and Fleeson have original 
songs and patter and initial part of 
their act is legit. Then Missa Hayes, 
in flaming red gown and 
blonde wig, liberally bejewelled, do- 
ing imitation of Mae West, panicked. 
Sang “Frankie and Johnny” for a 


back 


sure tie-up. 


Foy Family (second week) had a 
hard time getting started. Charlie 
then 
Hayes, and finally Fleeson joined 


and Eddie stirred things up; 
the act and it finished strong. 


Rae Samuels did well with her 
rep of original warbles, working like 
a Trojan, Dorothy Samson at the 
Miss Samuels hit home with 
her song descriptive of the real es- 


piano. 


tate boosters. 


Closing was Mann Bros. Orchestra 
sow Acts), presented by Jack 
enny. The m. c. clowned his way 


with their impressions of stage 

through. He did demonstrate he/| actors long since departed. 
is proficient on the violin. In trey spot, Jean Schwartz, 
Edwards. pianist, (nephew of the Broadway 





Pantages 


Plenty of talent this week, but 
poor bill blending. Two single wom- 


— 


motion picture 
lioness, in debut, gave the bill nov— 
Bert Nelson put the educated 
animal through her paces, and had 
This 
A short trailer 
and introduction by Nelson pre- 


considerably below par. Lee Morse 
is topping, but had a tough spot, 
after the other single woman had 
clicked, through aid of a couple of 
“plants” in the boxes. 

Bert Sloan, wire worker, opened, 
showed dexterity, especially his 
dancing and jumping. Attractive 
femme assistant added class. Edythe 
Bohlman, single, of the soubret type, 
warbled pop numbers, injecting 
comedy through aid of the “plants.” 
Voice okay, but a trifle shrill. The 
customers wanted more of it. 

Billy Clamp and Co. comedy talk- 
ing and acrobatic dancing. Princi- 
pal scene laid in supposedly haunted 
house, with all sorts of wierd hap- 
penings, culminating in a shower of 
gold. Act is titled “666 Sycamore 
St.” Betty Conway is the acrobatic 
stepper, with four others unpro- 
gramed. It's hokum, but good for 
laughs. 

Then Lee Morse, with a reception 
from those who know her from the 
records. Following Miss Bohlman, 
it was tough for her to get started. 
She chanted blues and a southern 
melody, and then gave the custmers 
a chance to express their choice. 
Did a yodel number and for a finale 
“Let’s Do It.” 

Closing spasm titled “Cuckoo,” a 


singing and dancing. Ten people act, 
with some good talent and some not 
so forte. Four boys harmonized 
well, and a chunky femme did some 
nut stepping. A flashy staging, but 
nothing to get excited about. 


talker and Pathe Review. 
Edwards. 





Pantages 


for the customers. 





dance revue, 
do the chanting, 


other steps. 





—_—_— — —- _— _— 
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snappy revue. 





Call for--- 


hoke all 





j 








and be of receiving the 


best materials properly blended 


"a: EVERYWHERE 
Manufactured by 


tein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 














her stuff across. 


and provides plenty of laughs. 
the screen 


Edwardes. 





tional, Chico, 
tional, Marysville, Sundays. 


Levey, San Francisco. 


a 


subject, “Copy.” 











INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


directing. 





Dugan” (M-G) will 


Robert Leonard directing both. 





Technicolor is preparing 


Scotto. 








is for M-G. 





MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 
724°So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


Delhi uprising. 





FN. 





St. Mar. 











rice Black, Dee Loretta, 


good name for the hodge podge of 


On the screen, “Shakedown” (U), 


Plenty of hoke this week. Noth- 
ing outstanding but rated good fare 
Serror Bros. and 
Sister (4) debut with knockabout 
hilarity, scene laid in insane asylum. 
Outfit does some fast Arab tumbling. 
Fox and Rowland offer a line of 
gags and songs. Some of the gags 
are not any too new. They clicked 


composer) heads a musical and 
Two comely femmes 
with a team of 
adagio dancers who also interpret 
Schwartz soloed with 
“Rhapsody in Blue” at the piano. A 


Brandeis, Carroll and Mann, two 
men and a gal (latter sister of 
Nancy Carroll, screen actress), are 
next with a comedy singing and 
“ |talking act, 
through but of the registering kind. 
The gal is a hard worker and puts 


the way 


Closing spot to the Four Casting 
Campbells in a speedy aerial offer- 
ing. One of the outfit does comedy 
On 
“Younger Generation” 
(Col.-talker) and Pathe sound news. 


Local Keith office has added two 
northern California one-day stands. 
Five-act shows will play the Na- 
Saturdays, and Na- 


“Both previously booked by Bert 


Larry Weingarten, M-G-M’s new 
short producer, has finished his first 
It was also the 
maiden effort for Norman Houston, 


Talk and silent versions of “Mary 


be produced 
separately and entirely different. 


“The 
Greased Cartridge,” by Aubrey M. 


It will be a two-reeler and 
Background is the 


Carmel Myers will play the femme 
lead in “Diversion,” all-talker, for 


Cast of “Broadway” opening Vine 
17, will include besides 
Franklin Pangborn, Isabel Withers, 
James Crane, Ann Cornwall, Mau- 
Kernan 





O. H. Phillips, operating “Melody 
Land Revue,” coast tab show, rented 
the Egan for two weeks. Opening 
Mar. 9 Belmont Sisters are featured. 
Show carries two bands, 16-piece 
girl orchestra and 12-man jazz band. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—Dark. 
Princess—Shakespeare Players. 
Capitel—‘Traii of '98." 

I ce—‘‘Canary Murder Case.” 
Loew’s—"“The Last Warning.”’ 
Imperial—‘“Heliship Bronson. 
Stenme Oneness. 

Em anges, 
Orphous——Stock. 


Gayety— Burlesque. 








Our Quebec board of censors 
busy lately with big time pictures 
and have been freely canning them. 
In the last few weeks they have 
banned about 10 in all, of which 
outstanding ones are “Underworld,” 
“Dragnet,” “Ladies of the Mob” and 
“Streets of Sin.” Some of these 
were refused on their names and 
very little of the picture actually 
seen. ‘ 





United Amusements Corporation, 
operating 14 film houses in this 
city, this w took up their option 
on the Rialto, probably best paying 
of their*neighborhood houses. ey 
had it under lease from Globe In- 
demnity company for 15 years, 11 
still to go, and paid $200,000 for 
title. 





Lyric Musical. Comedy Com- 
pany will do stock at the Prin- 
cess, starting April 29 with option 
until Sept. 1, managed by John 
Clark Sims, 





The Park, Verdun, suburb pic- 
ture house operated with four oth- 
ers by Consolidated Amusements, 
Ltd., will be wired about end of 
month. First neighborhood to go 
sound. 








OTTAWA 


By W. M. GLADiSH 

There wasn’t one item in the form 
of tariff changes or new taxes in the 
budget presented in the Canadian 
House of Commons, Ottawa, on 
March 7, by Hon. James Robb, Min- 
ister of Finance, that affected Can- 
adian theatres, film exchanges, road 
shows or music. The budget speech 
was. regarded as a flop but those 
on the inside say it was a case of 
watching what the United States 
Government would do, 





W. Chadwick, engineer with 
Northern Electric Company, con- 
trolling Western Electric sound 


equipment in Canada, says 18 Can- 
adian houses had been wired to 
March 7. These extend from Sher- 
brooke, Quebec, to Vancouver, B. C. 
There are only two other installa— 
tions of another make in the Do- 
minion. 





The Ottawa professional hockey 
club will remain in Ottawa, the unit 
having been bought for $100,000 by 
the Ottawa Auditorium, Limited, 
operating the artificial ice palace. 
The aud. seats 11,000 and has been 
packing them for amateur hockey 
games recently with poor attendance 
for the professionals. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—"“Pirates of Penzance,’’ Civic 
Overa Asso.; last half, dark. 

Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

-Loew’s State—Vaudfilm., 

Brighton—Vaudfilm. 

Strand—‘‘The Younger Generation.” 

Empire—“Captain ” 5 

Eckel—“In Old Arizona” (24 week). 

Temple—Mutual bur., films. 

Riviera—‘*Three Week Ends.” 

Regent—“Tenderloin.” 

Syracuse—“‘The Perfect Crime.” 

Rivoli—“The Red Dance.” 

Palace—Change. 

Swan—Change., 

Avon—Change, 

Harvard—Change. 








The Rivoli joined sound proces- 
sion Sunday, with DeForest Phono- 
film, first house to be wired with 
that system. 


—_—o 

















Ky.; Barnett Amusement Co., 





FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


‘Creations Original 
USED IN ALL 


Fanchon and Marco Ideas playing West Coast Theatres, Inc., and Williamson & 
Tait and Hoyt Theatres in Australia 


Kansas City, 


seventy-five other producers of De Luxe stage 
Canada and Mexico 


FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


643 So. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


and by 


J. E. Eviston, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Palmer Hines. Philadelphia, Pa.; Rickard & 
Nace, Phoenix, Ariz.; Danny Lund, Johnstown, Pa.; H. R. 


Seeman, Lexington, 
Bert Smith, Baltimore, 


roductions in the United States, 


B. F. Keith’s, for the first half, 
is splitting headline honors three 
ways on a six-act bill. The trio 
sharing the billing are Al Shean and 
| Lynn Canter, Nina Gordoni and the 
| Sixteen Russell Market’ Girls. 
| Keith's preparing to compete with 
the State in sound pictures. 








The Schine-Fox deal presents a 
hard nut for the Rialto here to 
crack—the part played by the old 
Robbins houses in this city, Water- 
town and Utica. This string of 
eight or nine houses about two 
years ago went to the Schine or- 
ganization which acquired only the 
leaseholds, Universal holding a 60 
per cent interest in them. Title to 








the realty remains with the old 





Robbins corporation. 


By DAVE TREPP 
_ Sento" Uhinstows Knights,” 
show. 
Coliseum—‘‘Behind German Lines.” 
Pantages — “Lone Wolf's Daughter,” 
vaude. 
Blue Mouse—‘‘Queen of Night Clubs.” 
— Avenue—“Weary River,” stage 
show. 


stage 


m-—‘‘Hardboiled,” vaude. 
Music Bex—‘Iron Mask.” 
Columbia—‘“‘Home Towners.” 

Winter Garden—‘‘Turn Back Hours.” 





Vandals in Mount Baker theatre 
practically destroyed house (sub- 
urban). 





Finklestein & Rosenberg buildif 
A ere od in Everett. Will be 
wired, 





Certain radio stations and musi- 
cians’ union are battling over who 
should handle phonograph records 
that some smaller stations broad- 
cast. Union says it should be a 
member of the urtion. 





Milwaukee railroad ran a special 
train the other day from Moore, 
Mont., to Lewistown, for “The 
Singing Fool” at. the Judith (West 
Coast). About 100 picture fans 
made the trip. 


VANCOUVER \ 


F. HOPWOOD 
Capitol—“Shopworn Angel,” Movietone 
short, Movietone News and stage band. 

Pantages—‘‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,” vaude. 
Orpheum—‘“‘What a Night,’ vaude. 
Strand—‘“'Tide of Empire” and Holly- 
wood Scandals Innovation. 
Vancouver—Dark. 








Bransby Williams is to play the 
Vancotiver week of March 11 at 
$2.10 top. .He is to do “The Ro- 
mance of the Road” first half, and 
second half new version of “Oliver 
Twist.” 





Business is continuing good. The 

Orpheum packed them in with Nick 

— and a gilt-edged supporting 
ill. 





James B. McKowan, manager of 
the New Orpheum, will end his con- 
nection with the company March 
11. He will be succeeded by Roy 
A. McLerd, who will have as his 
assistant Claud Smith. McKowan 
will visit San Francisco and Los 
Angeles before leaving for New 
York, 





elevated railway structure, has been 





Nelson Bell’s mother is serio 
ill, Bell is motion picture e 
of the “Post.” 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


The weekly announcement of q 
new theatre for this borough con. — 
cerns a 2,000-seat house and office 
building to be erected at Gun Hill 
road and Webster avenue by J. mM, — 
Felson. One of the chains will op. 
erate it upon its completion. 


usly 
ditor 








The Jackson film studios, at Jack. | 
son and Westchester avenues, for- — 
merly the Tec-Art, which were 
found unsuitable for sound-film ~ 
production because it fronts on the 


taken over by Ike Ford, who- will 
convert it into a boxing arena and 
swimming during the hot weather, ~ 





New York university will have its 
band of 50 pieces fill a three-day 
engagement at the R-K-O Fordham 
theatre the last half of this week. 
Chris Egan, the manager of the 
theatre, learning that the band 
needed new uniforms and instru- | 
ments, suggested the engagement 
as a means of earning the money. 





Little or no business at the Bronx 
Opera House reopened last week 
with vaudeville and pictures, and 
the theatre may go dark soon again. » 





Empire, Sydney Cohen house, and _ 
Oxford and Willis, Consolidated 
Amusement Enterprises’ theatres, 
Wired this week. 


ai M AY co. 
Let Us Do 
Your Shopping 


When you are in Los Angeles 
anything you want will be 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—a May 
Company service’ to busy the- 
atrical folk. 

Just Phone MISS MONROE 

TUCKER 8211 


























VARIETY BUREAU 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 
Belasco (Shubert)—‘“Young Laove.’’ 
National (Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 

Cochran's legit. stock. 
oli’s (Shubert)—Theatre Guild in 


Pp. 
Gayety—Stock burlesque. 
Strand—Mutual burlesque. 
Pictures 
Columbia—‘‘Doctor’s Secret.” 
Earle—"“Stark Mad.” 
Fox—‘“Greyhound Limited.” 
Met—"‘Weary River” (2d week). 
Palace—‘‘The Rescue.”’ 


re 





Weede Meyer Orchestra at Ward- 
man Park Hotel for past two weeks 
gave way to the Seven Aces Mon- 
day night. Meyer Davis orchestra 
was formerly in here with the trav- 
eling orchestra now booked for a 
few weeks. Davis’ Syncopators back 
at his Swanee have jumped busi- 
ness. 





Bert Frohman, new m. c. at the 
Fox, is scheduled for an indefinite 
stay. Wesley Eddy, m. c. at the 
Palace, is well into his second year. 





Theatres had a grand time of it 
staving off visiting bands and such 
during the past week. Here for the 
inaugural parade and other cere- 
monies incident thereto, all wanted 
to stick around awhile with book- 
ings sought to cover expenses. In- 
dian referred to in story on parade 
last week as riding up the avenue 
nude except for the traditional loin 
cloth and head dress, stuck for four 
days on revenue derived from mak- 
ing pencil sketches of theatre men 
at $3 a sketch. 





Johnny Marvin, disk star, had a 
busy week while appearing at the 
Fox. He did the usual visits to Vic- 
tor dealers and appearances before 
schools. 

Mechanical tie-up on his voica 
giving the customers the same effect 
as if he were singing on the disks, 
brought the Fox management plenty 











Guerrini & Co. 
The Leadin 
Large: 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory 
that makes any set 
of Reeds — made by 
hand 
277-279 Columbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Free Catalogues 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 

DANCING 


Stretching and 
weyTimbering Exercised 
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Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 




















THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus. 0. 











The ee 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc 
225. ‘west 319 Sx NEW YORK 
























EH. MERE 


INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALS 


eShoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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| ag HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE eet ? 
- 
TO MY FRIENDS IN THE PROFESSION 
| 70 West 46th Street 
New York City 
Over 
Now Under Management of 
ain 1-2 Room Suites from $2.00 Per Day Up. Newly Renovated. CHAS. TENENBAUM 
= 
ot bdecirts Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT --Chicago 
Hin ih Se SINGLE aah oe, $2.00 UP papeyn iy 
a SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $1.25 AND $1.50 PER 
at shin Up Sat DOUBT Pate aa Bish Ne ee pogmsstingom witwots ative PAE warn 
a Shower Baths, Hot 5 HERRERA DOL BLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND FER oy 
and = er and 
lacks | elepho i ne - 
‘tor’ 264. 268 West 46th Street Phone: LONGACRE 6805 GO. P. SCHNEIDER, Prop. SEE MAES os 
were York City 
|p “eee FTE BERTHA snetaiis|| 0 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
b 
will ain oats COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. AND AIRY. LANDSEER AP TS. | BENDOR COURT 
ana | on 325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY curem Slee Besos 343 West S6th Street 
ust Private Bath. 3-4 Roms. Catering to the comfort and convenience of mbus 6066 
le ession. — . 
re its T- and Up upsinete, . Sor STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC L'GHT- - - - - $15.00 OF IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
dham Hot and Cold, Water oO $55 West *ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
week. Each Room CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION ager ye 3830 Longacre 
f the 
x 102 West 44th, Street pune NEW FLAN HILDONA COURT 
: York Cit 
stru New Yo ny sie tn Oaths ‘inant Tne et cnytneat 341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
ane Phone BRYANT 7228-29 0..." Pan gs Aw bat, single —— wieth bath— 1-2-3-4-room apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
y Bowtie room, use of $9.50 double room with kitchen, kitchenette. . 
3ronx Day “SPECIAL Wiki RA TO THE PROFESSION Dey $18.00 UP WEEKLY--$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
week —— = W. BIZEL, Resident Manager fine Pinay! mpescermarn — houstkeeping forntabed apartments directly 
, an 2 e 
gain, LE | — $$$ theatrical] district. All’ docomea BB Ae gag saith 
, and | ETT Et S in | » | THE DUPLEX Address all communications to 
dated . edarees "Mall, Oterk. HOTEL ELK 
atres, : on8 Waat Sard Strest HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED CHARLES TENENBAUM 


APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 1132 


Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 6ist New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 
Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


Just East of Broadway 
Running Water—Telephone in Every 
Room—Bath Adjacent 
Model Day and Night Service 
































































































































































































Single, $9-$10 Three and four rooms with bath, 
With private bath, $13 complete kitchen. Modern in every — 
Ta Cin. ea be particular. a accommodate four 
or more 
Abrams Irwin Knox Fay a» el. cle 4 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY LOU HOLTZ’S 
gett William Lane Lester nl 
AES aap YANDIS Cou 
nett Sophia R 
Booth Wade . y Hale Byers Orch Jan Garber. Orch 241 west sso STRESt NEW YORK CITY 
Brown Ada Newmarker Jack Club Lido A eo! we, CKAWANNA 
Nifong Frank A | Beatrice Lillie rt Bwanstrom Rv R00 Ei hth A 49th St. RATES nmbocie” 
Gardone & Noll Moss & Fontana Eiag-Orevens B ve. $15.00 UP One and Fcce Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Hing Violet O'Hara Jack Rosenthal Orch Evelyn Satnier CHICKERING 3550 . Completely Furnished 
co 8 Club Monterey Mary Ba 2-3 Rooms, and Kitchenette For Two Persons ! i 
Peters Frank G Al Davis Rev Joaune St John Aceommodate \ n the Heart of Times Square 
End e 3-5 Persons. Compiete . 
‘ ov Chick mentath Pred Louise Ayres Nina Lopez Hotel. Service. Attractively Furnished. WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 
Flanagan Anne 8 eearden Babe peared oe ined mesile ‘ y Under New Management 
ter Victor Royal Al Jim Buckley ’ . REDUCED RENTALS a 
. Oakland’s Terrace : 
man Mr June Clark Orch Will Oakland 
Springer Walter Club Montmartre | Landau’s Bd 
Hill Gladys Ernie Coleman Or | park Central Hotel | Irene Swor Dave Harman Orch 
Huilbert Gene nat ath al sebacce 8 Se Cliff O'Rourke Lovey Giris Rita Bell = H OT E . 
. ‘la a —— 
Keelin Edw M Waldo Rose N Don Howard LLCO De etree eee are Oe Bente Fede ATTRACTIVE 2-ROOM BATH AN a —= 
Keith Cato 8 Wood Mirlam Dick Gasparre ,Or SERVING PANTRY APARTMENTS. 
ar? Club Richman Ben — Orch Frolics George, ‘4 “ A 
2 arody emaris ore EW MODERN BUILDING 
CHICAGO OFFICE Frank Fay Tom Timothy Or Henri Therrien Minor & Root CALL coLUM 
Be - parmate. Suaeye NTG Rev Ernie Young Rev Helen Groody COLUMBUS 3320 AND . 
Louis J Lester H & C Hanley Sis Wells & Winthrop y sham ASK FOR THE REAL E A =— 
Anderson Lucille Lioseed H B Joey Ray fe Don & Jerie Anita LaRue Allyn Reese a SLATE DEPT =— Sth Sr 
ee : ae Rectan | at ERs, |Ettee tle | |e Devt ove === 
a ros artin Harry ye Young Laura Palette eyer re — _— 
Bradford V McCarthy Frank Connie’s Inn Blanche & Elliott = mer ~} 
Bud Jeanette McCough Rex Bill Robinson Rev| Philip Morris WASHINGTON Rennie and Bill Carlin, The houses | =_. Just East of Broadway —=> 
Burke Minnie Moreno & Mona Snake-hips Tucker (Brooklyn) are Capitol, Cedar Ra sid : Rivi = aS 
Mortenson Mr Le Roy Smith Bd | Al Shun, Aster Rose Doucette ’ pids; viera, |=——— pa 
W. =— remodeled—everyt hin = 
Carter Bob Murdock Teck Cotton Club Jack Abel E Dougherty Orch Swanee aterloo, and Fort, at Rock Island. = of best-—Simmone furnit ine — 
p> eat A i H Neet Virgini Duk ene or oO ye ~~ Sceaiea a ny ax Lowe’ eet = (Henutyreat mattresses), hot and —_—_— 
erlain ee rginia uke ington Or | Joe Katz M Davis Orch = cold water. phones 
Chapman Percy Everglades Larry Moll Orch ar comer venus MINNEAPOLIS , nn — oa 
Purcell Chas Eddie Prinz Rev Rendezvous baa as Eee ee = $12 for Single Rom = 
Dean Sid Pymm F & P Helen La Vonne D’s Dancing Dames | \iover Davis Orch Metropolitan—“The Beggar's Opera.” =. _ $15-$17 for Double Room = == 
Berle Vivi ‘nai aa ay 1 ae ‘Cole pa Sl ‘— & D ’ pit BP ag pans tn Crabest— Bainwridge dramatic stock. =. $16-$18-$20 for Double Room == 
vian aines ve adeline e olores arris epnne o Orp ams: ™ _— = 
eapert Robert Rappi iar yews sorey = J porenses Oreb Irv Boernstein Or '7 Aces Orch Girl”; Skene. — The Godless | =< (with Private Bath) ——— 
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